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Influx of Shady Characters Into Song 
Sheet Biz Disturhs Music Publishers 





Music publisners are watching the 
the songsheet business, 
applies to the legitimate 
it, with much misgiving. 
disturbs them most are the 
character types that have come to | 
hold strategic if not dominant posi- 
tions, in this latest parasitic incubus 
on the music publishing industry. 


growth of 
that 


of 


and 
end 
What 


Many of the ‘boys’ have either 
prison records or have reputations 
as racketmen in other fields. Also 


active in songsheet ‘publishing circles | 


is that category of lawyer who 
specializes in keeping his clients’ 
nervous tootsies from stepping too 
far over the line, or developing side 
angles which have nothing to do 
with the legal profession, Not a few 
of the now-legitimate songsheet 
operators fall within reformed 
classification. That they tried 
bootlegging the same product 

that up after an encounter 
with 

vestigation. 


is, 


gave 


two 


Publishers now hear that some of 


and | 
or | 
he Federal Bureau of In- 





‘DOCK ST. THEATRE’S 
ROLE IN GTH U. S. WAR 
| 


Charleston, S. C 8. 
Dock Street theatre, 

est playhouse (built in 1700's and 

|modernized three years ago), set to 

entertain service men for sixth war 

since opening. House had service 

men as patrons and guests 

{War of 1812, War Between States, 

Spanish-American War, Mexican 

lborder campaign, World War 1 and 

lnow World War 2. 

| House admits servicemen 

| 

| 

| 

} 


Sept. 
Dixie’s old- 


1g? 


cuffo. 


Soldier Dreams 


Of Stars Come 


| True—On Wax 


during | 


| usage of 


the songsheet sellers are talkin 
about getting together on _ price | 
agreements. The prices involved in 
such a concordat would be those . . 
paid to music publishers for the ns coe ee oe i 
lyric rights of new and old songs ination af vesordin ond snibcen 
In their catalogs Phe songshees tertainment is being readied for 
operators figure that the counter-|! , it "! te : 
: : ; Army camps by a group headed by 

bidding for these rights have forced | Yasha Frank, CBS musical director | 
prices up to the point where Rel on tehue os commultant ta the Wai 
hard to make a legitimate proiit. a ite ematihhaibe Taree 

The music publishing industry has | pasic show are being prepared, to | 
of late collected some evidence |, tested by soldier. saijor and ma- 
pointing to an alliance between the | rine units stationed in the vic inity 
operators of a legitimate songsheet | of Washington. If the idea proves 
and a songsheet bootlegging enter- practicable an attempt will be made 
prise. It has also become alarmed |to arrange financing and a perma- 
over the origin of another type Of | nent setup for additional OWS on 
songsheet. This refers to songsheets |q regylar basis. 
whose intent is primarily salacious, Although the technique for the 
and whose main contents are paro- | cows is still not completely worked 
dies of current pop tunes and Ccar- t it would involve sketche lay- 
too HNointil up the pornograp! l 
tac! f ’ 

e e } ev rt € Ve Yi k 
Realistic War Show | Hollyw. e radio, fil 
ind 12 Y 
Will Instruct N. Y. In ‘sp 
. . +¢ + é 43 
Air Raid Defense ee Se ae 


‘Action Overhead,’ newest Army 
Show designed to instruct civilian 
in defense in the event of air raids, 
will be presented in- the Polo, 
Grounds, N. Y., Sept. 18-21. Air | 


raids will be actually demonstrated, 
with bombing planes dropping incen- 


diaries on objectives set up on the 


ground. ‘Show’ will ‘try out’ at 
College Park, Md., Thursday and 
Friday (10-11). 


Scenery, constructed by Vail’s in 
N. Y. and designed by Armbruster, 
will simulate houses and buildings. 


Demonstration is being arranged by 
Warfare Department 
,» a corps which include 
Stage 


the Chemical 
of the Army 


sound and technicians. 





‘Army’ on Road Can 
Equal Film House 


Grosses of 85G Wk. 


‘This Is the Army’ is a mile out in 
front of all legit attractions at the 
1,900-seat Broadway, N Y but 
when it goes on the road some of 


grosses 
picture 
4.692- 


the spots will likely turn in 
comparable with the leading 
houses. ‘Army’ will play the 


seat Mastbaum, Philadelphia, where 
the biggest week of the tour is likely 
to be registered 

At $4.40 top, that house can gross 
| (Continued on vage 37) 


| Attention on Labor Ranks 
| 


———_—___—— 


EMPHAOIZE WAR 


AIMS TO MASSES 


s) 
Fi 
| 
| 
| 
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Philly Actors Threaten to Nix Shows 


For Servicemen; Want More Gas. 





Stars Marshalled by er REFORMED HOOFER’S 


Kyser, Under OWI’s Bill 


Lewis, to Focus Special 
Gas, Tire and 
Food Rationing, Plus 
Scrap Sal-age, to Be Spot- 
lighted—Also H.C.L. 


| COMMITTEE OF 25 


| —_—_————— 


—Fuel, 


| Radio entertainment 
ieasting facilities will take 
|greater standing in the war 
shortly under guidance 
War Informations’ William 
former CBS v.p. There 
ever-increasing ‘effort to 
‘sell’ the war to (1) the home front 
(2) the labor front, and (3) the boys 
who are going the w front. It 
will be an extension of ‘alloca- 
tion’ plan, whereby ra: by the 
its facilities, will 
to achieve the proper 
(Continved on page 47) 


Elmer Davis Back On 
The Air for Weekly 
15-Min. Talk to Nation 


broad- 
on 
effort 


and 


very 
Office of 
|B. Lewis, 
will be an 


to al 
the 
} + +} 
110, 


own en- 


deavor and 


Washington, Sept. 8 
Officials of the four networks were 
slated to meet with Elmer Davis, 


chief of the Office of War Informa- 


tion, this evening (Tuesday) and 
suggest the quarter hour of the week 
that he is to use for his series of 
broadeasts to the nation All four 
trenscontinental networks. NBC CBS 
t} Blu 1 Mutual, will be ! 
f ‘ r I 
(( I ( on p e 47 


GOV'T WILL SPONSOR 
WHITEMAN ‘REUNION’ 


of the 


REVIVAL MEETINGS 


Minneapolis, Sept. 8. 
in the newspapers as 
dancer and member of a 


Exploited 
comedian, 
famous orches 
ministry,’ the Rev. Walter R. Mac- 
Donald is here conducting a series of 
revival meetings in the Grace Bap- 
tist Church 
One of the subjects of his sermons 
‘From Drunkenness to Salvation.’ 


is 


: Nazis Shortwave 


Radio Threat To 


tra before entering the | 





vv =p * " 
Philadelphia, Sept. we . 
Philly actors: are threatening af) «.. ~ 
boycott of all benefits for service” o 


men unless the State rationing board IG4y 
gives them allowances for more ~ _ 
gasoline. ‘ The threats came into the 
| at a meeting of the American 
4 Guild of Variety Artists last Tuesday 
| (2) and. have been gainfng momen- 





; tum ever since. 
| Most local acts have ‘A’ rationing 
|} cards; some have B's. With only 


| four to eight gallons a week, the en- 
} tertainers claim that it’s impossible 


for them to get to their own engage- 

| ments, let alone make trips to the 
| Navy Yard, Armories, Stage Door 
Canteen, etc., to perform for service- 
men. 


When one actor arose at the AGVA 
| meeting and demanded that the 

| ganization on record to boycott 
| cuffo acts for soldiers and sailors, he 
was sternly reprimanded by Richard 


ore- 


ZO 


| Mayo, business agent. Mayo declared 
|}that a boycott at this time wovld 
2 ;put the actors in an unfavorable 
1es W | light. He declared that any actor 
9 ®, turning down a service engagement 
in reprisal for action of the rationing 
— | board would be disciplined by the 
Washint Sent 8 |} union. 
ashington, Sep : : 
te I Mayo seeking a conference with 
Already controlling more _ short- | officials of the State Rationing Board. 
vave transmitting power than any | He pointed out that many acts have 
other nation in the world, Nazi Ger- been tranded in Phillv Coming 
ap 8 vette from the non-rationing areas. thev 
nany is about to give an increaivi: ; Mave run out of gas on the way to 
| forceful hypo to its facilities, con- f : . 
Adential ‘ Us engagements and could not travel 
( » Lle "ep rts ~ 4 fer od , ° ; 
fidential reports to - Sovern further. Chief sufferers are the out- 
ment propaganda agencies here re ; 4 th } 
; ; no KI 1OOrs at ith heavy paraphernalia, 
veal Information is that the Nazis ‘ 
: : . ron who cannot move around by train, 
W ut i use by ec. over 20 > : 
+ put = c D , bus or other public conveyances 
‘ + . w "2 S N S } : 
additional 200 Ww. transmitter: Our welfare fund has gone broke 
Maximum power employed by any | keeping these stranded actors,’ said 
United Nations transmitter is 100 | wayo. 
kw. and there are only a few of : snisiasstidalleedt 
those 
Addition of the score of high- 


powered supplementary DX etheriz- 


The Government will probably | 
sponsor a ‘Musical Reunion’ radio 
program idea which Paul Whiteman 
originated. It wiil call for many of 
|his now famed alumni reuniting 
under Whiteman’s baton, with a 
dramatization of how they came to 
join the Dean of Jazz. Thus, Bing | 
Crosby and Tommy Dorsey would | 
be coupled; or Morton Downey with 
Mildred Bailey, or Ramona with 
Ferde Grofe, etc 

As a commercial show, it assumed 
staggering proportions, but as a 
Government show it becomes more 
pliable on budgetitis. 

Whiteman meantime resumes with 
the Burns & Allen commercial for 
another year Oct upping his or- 
chestra to 26 men. He had 18 last 





ing equipr-ent would unquestionably 
ive the Nazis enough power to 
lanket t vorld and jam throug! 
virtually ’ thing that Dr Paul 
G mir el o! propaganda 
) Goebbels nimsei Va quot 
yy Tt I radio Fri lay (4) a 
0 ting that the Nazi now have 
transmitters sputtering the Ax 
point of \ 29 language 
Goebbel figure is believed to 
le both the transmitter in G 
(Continued on page 19) 





Stop War Gossip,’ Army 
Warns Cafes in Detroit 
As Sabotage Precaution’; 


Detroit, Sept. 8 

‘Stop War Gossip’ is the warning 
that has gone out to night clubs and 
taverns in this area. 

Col. George E. Strong, in charge of 
plant protection for the Army Air 
Forces procurement district, threa‘- | 
ened all such operators in this n sjor | 
defense arsenal with the loss of thei: 

(Continued on page 44) 


Teichmann’s Sunday 
Radio Series Cued FDR 


On Lt. John Jas. Powers 


The ) told dy Pre } 
Roose nh Mor night ) 
F e | of the heroi :% 
John Jar Pow the Coral Sea 

tt i] l part fr l 
the previous night’s (Sunday) broad- 


; cast of the “They Live Forever’ pro- 


|}gram on CBS. Of course, the Presi- 
|dent’s announcement of the award- 
jing of the Congressional Medal of 
| Honor was a surprise climax to the 
| Story 
| As a result of the fact that the 
President made use 0. material from 
lis script for the ‘Fireside Chat,’ 
| Howard Teichmann, writer of the 
i‘They Live Forever’ series, has asked 


the Navy Department to have the ac- 
tual ceremonies of the awarding of 
the Congressional Medal of Honor to 


| Powers’ mother, included on a fu- 
ture broadcast of the program. He 
figures that such a broadcast would 
have enormous morale value as 
well as being a dramatic plug for the 
Navy It would be the first time 
‘Continued on page 44) 
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") C. Frank in Belief Major Lynn Farno! 
Took Rap—in Spades—for Brasshals 





Washington, Sept. 8 

Stripping Major Lynn Farno! 
his maple leaf shoulder decorat 
has not silenced an undercurré 
¢pinion that he was 
clear the War Department’s Bureau 
ef Public Relations. That 
cleared the so-called ‘ground 
hoax story, which brought heavy 
censure to the two Mitchel Field 
(N. Y.) officers who released it 
Farnol is a former company 
publicist (United Artists, Sam Gold- 
wyn, etc.) and much was made of 
‘movie methods in the Army.’ 

Among West Point commissioned, 
regular army and general staff of- 
ficers there is a resentment against 
those who come into the service from 
civilian life ‘the easy way. Those 
who have come up through the vari- 
ous schools of the soldier are irked 
at those who enter the army for spe- 
cialized service at comparative rat- 
ings. Secretary of War Stimson's de- 
cisions may or may not be influenced 
by those who surround him 
who have spent all of their lives in 
the uniform and have made it a ca-| 
reer. But a good many think the 
Secretary weighs these subordinate 
opinions heavily. They were all| 
against Major Farnol. 

The Bureau of Public Relations has 
able officers and skilled civilian 
workers. They are restricted by | 
army rules, regulations and customs 
that bind them to tradition and poli- 
cy. That some of these rules strike | 
working newspapermen as silly and | 
inconsequential has not operated to 
change them. 

Major Farnol came into the army | 
from a highly competitive business, | 
where ingenuity and originality must 
count if one is to stay in the big pa- 
rade. If he didn’t realize that the 
War Department was against the ac- 
cepted promotional methods em- 
ployed by the motion picture indus- 
try, he must know it now. The War | 
Department operates upon the theo- | 
ry that the army has been ‘sold’ to 
the American public; that it is ready | 
to sustain and support the military. | 


of 


1Ons 


sacrificed to 


marker’ 


film 


men 





and that ‘no high-pressure promotion | 
is required to fortify patriotism 
Tough Discipline 

Secretary Stimson, in his first press | 
eonference where the Mitchel Field | 
incident was discussed, made it plain 
that he expected stern disciplinary 
action for a release which he felt 
had brought his department a degree 
of ignominy in the public mind. From 


that moment it was inevitable that 
heads must fall. Major Farnol got 
the full works, where the guessing 


was worst possible punishment 
would be banishment to London or | 
some distant outpost far from pro- 
motional activity. 

Col. Dache M. Reeves. Farnol’s 
superior officer at Mitchel Field, 
was also relieved of duiy there. but 
understood he will be assigned 
elsewhere. 

War Department may never admit 
it, but most efficient units in the 
army are the civilian-operated Army 
Motion Picture Service and Camp 
Shows, Inc., run by civilian show 
men, which provide 99°; of camp 
entertainment. They are not per- 
mitted to step on the gas with high- 
pressure promotional stunts, but they | 


are run by experts with a minimum 


of interference from bracshats. 

Army Emergency Relief frowns on 
ail sensational baliyhoo. Those pub- 
licizing ‘This Is the Army’ have been 
warned to lay off the x uff. no 
interview with soldiers about how 
they like being girls, and no } e: 
exploiting lacy frills. Major Farnol 
took the rap for a sad mistake, but 
others share the blame Some teel 
that the Bureau of Public Relation 
could be relieved of some of its dead- 
wood in the interest military 
efficiency. 

Farnol the Fali Guy? 
Arlington, Va., Sept. 6. 

Editor, ‘Variety’: 


The rap which Major Lynn Farnol 


» 


(Continued on page 37) 


Awah, Awah, Awah 








Hollywood, Sept. 8. 

Amos ’n’ Andy are going east to 
see their employers, Campbell soup 
and find ovt what's on their minds 
That the tureen crowd is none too | 
happy with the A.&A. Crossicy they | 
know. It’s what else that’s worry- | 
ing” them. 

22s i roaiain east for two weeks 


splitting up their broadcast time be- 
tween New York and Ch 





U. S. in Bevhills 


Sept. 8. 
taken 


Hollywood, 
The first office building to be 


over here by the U. S. may be the 
California Bank Building in Beverly 
Hills. 

Signal Corps and other military 


encies would be moved there. Most 
outfits are currently quartered in the 
Hollywood Taft Building. 


— 


Pic Biz Stirred by Mag 
Linking Hughes’ Kaiser 





Deal to ‘Outlaw’ Bally, 


the | 


There’s considerable talk in 
film industry of how Newsweek mag | 


interpreted the Howard Hughes deal 
to finance Henry J. Kaiser’s cargo 
plane plant as a stunt for ‘The Out 
law, the Hughes film. 


The mag was the only sheet to | 


|figure the deal as a promotion for 


the picture. 

Emmanuel Silverstone, formerly 
|sales manager for Alexander Korda, 
is sales rep for ‘The Outlaw,’ which 
is to be roadshown, 





GABLE REISSUES BOOM 


Exhibitors Would Cash In on Metro | payment 


Star's Army Enlistment 


Since Clark Gable went into the 
Army a couple of weeks ago Metro 
has received several hundred re- 
quests from exhibitors throughout 
the country for pictures made with 
xyable prior to ‘Somewhere I'll Find 
You,’ now on sale as a 1942-43 re- 


starring Gable that were released 


in former years, including ‘Honky 
Tonk, outstanding money-getter of 
{the last season (1941-42), company 
policy will be to avoid any book- | 
ings that would conflict with the 
latest starring Gable and Lana 
Turner, 


‘Somewhere I'll Find You.’ 





Stooges Get Feature 


Hollywood, Sept. 8 


Howard, Fine and Howard, the 
‘Three Stooges,’ are making their 
first feature-length comedy at Co- 


lumbia after eight years of shorts. 


Picture, in preparation for an early 
October start, is ‘Easy Sailing,’ a sea- 
going slapstick story. 








} against 


| 















BUY 


UNITED 
STATES 








It wi cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. 


Buy war savings bonds or 
stamps today. Buy them 
every day if you can. But 
buy them on a regular basis. 





U.S. TAX HUNT 
IN HOLLYWOOD 





Hollywood, Sept. 8. 


Uncle Sam's Internal Revenue 
commandos made a raid on Holly- 
wood, armed with liens charging 


21 film figures with shortages in the 
of their taxes. 
range from $43,576, listed 

Busby Berkeley, producer, 
$488 against Bob Steele, 

cowboy actor, 

Others on the roll are Basil Rath- 
bone, $17,773; his wife, Ouida Ber- 
gere, $18,008; William Dieterle, $15,- 


income 
Amounts 


dewn to 


lease. 831: Irene Hervey, $8,429; Allan 

Exhib interest in getting former | Jones, $7,069; Ralph H. Blum, $5,- 
Gable pictures is heightened by the | 245; Carmel Myers Blum, $5,245; 
|fact that the Metro star is in the | Jerry Cady, $6,216; Dean Jagger, 
Army and in all probability will be | $!.886; Antoinette Jagger, $1,886; 
| off the screen for the duration. The | Maria Ouspenskaya, $2,763;. Roger 
tendency in the future to rebook | Pryor, $2.262; Seymour Felix, $1,- 
old Gable films will probably in- | 281: Jeanie MacPherson, $1,596; John 
crease, it’s held. | Meehan, $2.279: Wolfgang’ Rein- 

While it’s understood Metro is | hardt, $1,926: Eddie Moran, $2,279; 
willing to accept dates on pictures | Eric Blore, $2.655, and Slim Sum- 


$1,238. 


merville. 


2 METRO PRODUCERS 
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Coolacres, Cal., Sept. 8. 
Dear Joe: 

I was always a great guy 
about show business. Aggie 
dough.’ 

I get a great kick lookin’ 
that Proctor’s 23rd Street theatre 
made into Salmi Morse’s Temple 
tor (whose real monicker was 


act) built a new house in 1889. 


savin’ 
Sez 


for 


always 


odds and ends, especially 
‘you saved programs 


things 
instead of 


through my notebook and 
was originally 
theatre. It couldnt’ get a li Proc- 
Levantine and who did a foot-juggling 
The County Fair was the first show, 
Dockstader’s Minstrels was the next and the last show was by the Theatre 
of Arts and Letters ‘sorta Guild idea) and seats sold at five bucks a 
throw. Jan. 9, 1891, Proctor’s opened as a continuous performance va- 
riety house with an admission scale of 15-25-50. He hired a guy called 
Campanini, who was a big opera star of that day, to just sing in the 
lobby. The idea was a promotien stunt for the new house. ‘If you hear 
this in the lobby you can imagine what you'd see inside?’ Proctor was a 
great showman. He started the slogan, ‘After Breakfast Go to Proctor’s.’ 
Nat Haines, the comic, added ‘After Proctor’s Go to Bed.’ This is the house 
where they first called the 10:30 a.m. show the Milkman’s Matinee. Some 
of the acts would say, ‘yeh, they applaud with their cans.’ Great spot. 
Did you know that the first Hebrew theatre was the Oriental at 104-106 


like 


was 


things 
Then it 


seeing 
a church. 
‘ense 


Bowery above Hester street .that was in 1882. Three years later a 
swell little soubret by the name of Lottie Gilson was the first singer 
of songs to have a singing plant in the audience, and she was the first 
;to sing to the bald-headed men in the audience. Great little artist, and 
hee as a headliner way up to 1905. 
Hammerstein’s Salary List in 1894 

Here’s a salary list at Hammerstein's Olympic in 1894 that may hand 

you a laugh. Margurite Sylvia, $100; Adgie, $250; York and Adams, $100; 


NN 





| 


| 


ito $1 
jat the Seventh Ave. 


DIE WITHIN ONE WEEK 


Irene Franklin, $75, T. Nelson Downs, $75; Belle Hathaway and Monks, 
$75; Romaldo Bros., $100; Heer Von Palm, $45; Cogin and Davis, $75; 
Williamson and Stone, $80. Sixieen years later, in 1910, Margurite Sylvia 
Was in opera and Irene Franklin was getting $1,000 a week. 

I'll bet you never knew that the banjo was called the banjar way back 
in 1784. In early variety days the banjo was the bellybutton of show- 
business; you couldn't do withvut one. 

In 1905 the Supreme court ruled that the actor can not recover on a 
Sunday contract, having contracted to give an illegal performance, thereby 
nullifying the entire contract. Proctor started making acts come from 
Albany and Troy, where Sunday shows were not allowed, to play his 
house in N, ¥Y. Acts were plenty sore about the whole thing. Years later 
Philadelphia managers copied the idea and made acts play Atlantic City 
on Sunday for the Sunday they couldn't play in Philly. The actor yelled, 
but went. 

Alan Dale Quits Hearst for ‘Variety’ 


In 1905 Sophie Tucker went on the stage. (Am I right, Sophie?) In 
that same year, Alan Dale had a fight with Hearst, who tried to soft- 
pedal his reviews on shows Dale left. He went on ‘Variety’, with a col- 


umn just to kinda keep his hand in (‘Variety’ barred nothin’). He lasted 
for about a year then returned to Hearst and the American, plenty sub- 
dued, and he never was the critica] self again. The actors were 
fiappy, even if Dale wasn't 

Read about Dan Healy being 1). 


Same 


Me and Aggie sure wish him a speedy 
recovery, a grand guy that Danny boy. He made his debut in 1905 at 
Keith’s Union Square in a messenger boy outfit. 

Here’s one that may give you a giggle. There was a contortionist by 
|the name of Yuma. He couldn't get in to see Murdock about a route, 
he dressed up as Mephisto and had himself packed in a box and two guys 
delivered him to Murdock. When J. J. — the box and Yuma jumped 
out, he got the interview and a route after J. J. got over his fainting spell. 

Been reading about Petrillo and the ttt Sh Union. He would have 
had no kick coming in 1910, when Loew's changed their prices from 25c. 
at the Seventh Ave. and at the National. They had 25 musicians 
and 33 at the National. That’s the time Loew's offered 
George M. Cohan $10,000 a week and George no take. 


so 


John 


That was the year Huber’s Museum on 14th street passed on. 
C, Anderson was manager there sie 22 years and made over $75,000 net 
a year. It was known as Worth’s Museum before Huber took it over. 


In 1909 Chuck Connors did an act at the Columbia, Brooklyn, and used 


the expression ‘gorilla’, meaning a tough guy, for the first time. Damon 
| Runyon, speaking about quartets, reminds me that ‘that Quartette’ split 


Hollywood lost two of its promi- 
nent producers during the past week 
with the death on the Coast of J. 
Walter Ruben and Bernard Hyman. 
Both were Metro producers at the | 
time of their deaths, and both were | 
victims of heart ailments. They 
died within a few days of each | 
other 

De tails in the obituary department. | 



































ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


Naw cn National Release 


A Mayfair Production—Universal Pictures Release 
Under Personal Management of EDWARD SHERMAN 


| In “PARDON MY SARUNG” 
| 


in 1908. That was the same year that Ben Harney, the originator of 
ragtime, died 
How to Junish the Japs 

The Columbia theatre (now the Mayfair) on 47th St. and Broadway 
opened in January, 1910, and Hurtig & Seamon’s ‘Follies Of New York 
'and Paris’, Sheldon was treasurer, McCloy was press agent and Bill 
| Hickey was musical director. They had Japanese who were students at 
| colleges in N. Y. as ushers. They oughta make Japs ushers now in some 
|of those houses that run C pictures—that would punish ‘em plenty. 

In 1910, William Morris, at the American, N. Y., was the first to present 
23-act bills. Tom Snellbaker’s Majestic tried a 22-act bill in 1890. In 1910 


the papers raved about a gal named Blossom Seeley in Lew Fields’ ‘Hen 


Pecks’—they said he had a find. Years later Benny Fields found her, and 
held on to her. Who wouldn't? They never had another gal that could 
syncopate like Blossom did 

Mrs. Dr. Munyon was the attraction Xmas week, 1910, at Hammer- 
stein’s. She cured everybody, including herself....never went back in 
show business after that one week 

Do you ——- ber the time some actor asked Frisco: ‘What’s the quickest 


way to the Manhattan Opera House? I have a benefit to play there.’ And 
Frisco prea back, ‘It took me eleven years to get to the Palace, so 
figure it out for yourself.’ 


Your pal, Lefty. 





ED.R’s $25,000 Net Income Ceiling 
May Prove a Boon to Film Biz 


Far from viewing with alarm 
President Roosevelt’s determination 
t» seek legislation limiting net in- 


there are anywhere from 16 to 20 
persons usually employed on ‘A’ 
picture production whose salaries 
dividual income to $25,000 a year,|are well over $50,000 net annual in- 
various film industry executives |ccme each. 


yesterday expressed the opinion that It is considered probable that 


such a move would likely lead to | talent deals will be easier to make as 
a far-reaching and healthy re-|a result of any income ceiling or 
adjustment in Hollywood production |other system of heavy taxation 


methods, A 
ceilings in 


saner approach to cost 
production, combined 


which would have the same effect as 
a ceiling. Though talent agents are 





i long after 


with more norma! salaries for talent | usually interested in maintaining 
in all phases of production for the | high price scales for their clients 
duration, are regarded as likely to|for ‘prestige’ purposes, it is now 
remain benefits possibly lasting until | questionable whether agents can 


the’ war. 
Pointed oui in some quar 





reasonably be expected to hold out 


ters that (Continued on page 45) 
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MORE THAN THEIR SHARE 





The motion picture industry 


is rolling up a record of service 


in behalf of the U. S. Treasury for which much credit is due, 
not only to the industry toppers and name stars who are. in- 
dividually siphoning off millions of dollars from the spending 
public into Uncle Sam’s pocket, but to thousands of obscure 


theatre operators in every part 





of the country. 


— 


In many territories bond sales in theatres are averaging 50% 


of the gross business. 
stamps has equalled normal re 
sale of bonds has far exceeded 
are instances where theatres w 


In others the sale of war bonds and 


ceipts while in a few cases the 
normal gross business. ‘There 
ith normal receipts of $2,000 or 


$3,000 weekly are selling $10,000 and more in bonds during the 


same period. 


The ‘bonds while you wait’ policy, placed in effect last week, 


helped theatres considerably in 
with the necessity for making 


making sales since it did away 
special trips to banks and post- 


offices to get the certificates. The bond selling procedure, now 


reduced to a simple formula 


where a theatregoer signs his 


name, pays his money and walks away with a bond has un- 
doubtedly made it easier for showmen to help the Treasury. 





Repatriate Tells of 


Japs ‘Purifying 


Its Show Biz From Western Influences 


By W. R. WILLS 


(Former ‘Variety’ correspondent in 
Japan, recently repatriated to the 
U. S. on the exchange ship Grips- 
holm.) 


The once care-free and fun-loving 
public of Japan no longer is per- 
mitted to indulge in fun for fun’s 
sake. Their entertainment is no 
longer dished out to them with the 
gay and colorful flourishes which 
formerly placed Jap productions in 


the top flight of theatrical craft. 
Now, all is regimented under the 


watchful eye of the military with the 
single aim of making the people 
war-conscious and, more particu- 
larly, Axis-conscious. Not only has 
the military entirely revamped all 
foreign-style entertainment, but they 
have also completely -overhauled 
purely Jap-style diversions to such 
an extent that they can hardly be 
recognized. 

The actual purification of the en- 
tertainment field started back in 1939, 
when rigid control of dance halls 
prevented unaccompanied women 
from attending those places. It 
wasn't long after that the lid was 
clamped down completely and all 
these so-called ‘Western dens of in- 
iquity’ were made a thing of the 
past. This, for a time, brought into 
popularity hundreds of private dance 
schools, but they were short-lived, 
for dancing, even in private homes, 
was placed on the forbidden list. 

The Takaradzuka Girls’ Opera 


(revue), probably suffered the heavi- | 


est from the untrained and uncouth 
hands of the military Always 
patronized by the younger moderns 
because of its spectacular produc- 
tions and the foreign flavor of i 

and music, it was given a thorough 
£Olng-over, and when it emerged 
looked like a full-fledged propaganda 
organ of the War Office. All shows 
had, as the main theme, the ‘East 
Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere’ and the 
Superiority of the Japs over the 
white race, never failing to 
phasize the Japs’ God-given right to 
leadership over all people. In pro- 
ducing these purely military shows 
the army did, however, dispense 
with one Tarakadzuka tradition. 


For the first time male roles were | 


handled by men. This gave an op- 
portunity to occasionally introduce 
personal appearances of war heroes, 
who invariably painted vivid pic- 


tur os a ae 
ures of the wonderful benefits being | american Newspaper Guild on new | 


showered on the conquered popula- 
tions by a benevolent Japan. 
With the opening of hostilities 


with the United States, the Takarad- | 


zuka shows again suffered heavily 
because of the policy of eliminating 


all American music, which had, in | 


the past, formed the backbone of 
these productions. Instead, they 


used mostly Nazi and Fascist tunes, 
but occasionally dressed up Ameri- | 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Works Both Ways 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 

While other branches of the 
film industry are substituting 
femmes for males to ease the 
wartime drain on manpower, 
there is a current demand for 
script boys to replace script gals 
on various locations. 

Under Government restric- 
tions, all-male production crews 
are required on pictures filmed 
in military areas. Another rea- 
son for the change is the heavy 
schedule of rugged productions 
in the wildwood, more suited to 
the he-man_ physique. Para- 
mount has started a training 
course for boy script clerks. 











Help Wanted Ads 
For Theatre Mors. 


Sept. 8. 


is get- 


Detroit, 

Just to show how tough it 

ting to be, newspaper want-ads here 
|now include ‘theatre managers.” | 

Detroit has Jost plenty of theatre 


men who have gone into service with 





|a few others drained off through the 


impressive wages being earned in 
the defense plants. It was one of the 
first cities wnere the theatres started 
boosting the femme employees into 
the executive posts However, that 
hasn’t filled the bill completely and 


now the theatres have started to in- 
sert help wanted ads for managers 
Outfits which are doing it are using 
the cloak of box numbers but it is 
no great secret that several of the 


| bigger chains here have been partic- 

ularly hard hit by the 

shortage. 
Another 


managerial 


newcomer in the 


paper reporters. One of the oddities 
on that situation is that the news- 
papers whose columns are currently 
advertising the shortage of report- 
ers are in negotiation with the 





| contracts, slightly embarrassing 





Annabella’s Comeback 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 
i Annabella. wife of Tyrone Power, 


returns to the screen for the first 
time since 1939 in a Commando 


| 

| ry Ff te Mae 
istory, ‘Project 47,’ at 20th-Fox. 
| Bryan Foy produces and Louis 
King directs. 


And Reporters *=::*: 
‘ | the film versions of their stories 


| 
‘Help 
Wanted’ columns are ads for news- | 


FILM COMPANIES 
BEEF AT DEMANDS 


Hollywood Charges Valua- 
tions on Important Story 
Properties Way Out of 
Line—Point to Skyrocket- 
ing Prices Since ‘GWTW’ 
— Reasonable Purchases 
Only When Story Editors 
“Work Alone and Work 
Fast’ 





SERLIN’S $500,000 


Major film companies report that 
literary brokers and agents have be- 
come so tough to do business with 
that it is now virtually impossible to 
buy the screen rights to any ‘im- 
portant’ book for much less than 
$75,000 to $100,000. 

Steadily increasing asking prices. 
for plays as well as new _ books, 
which culminated in a new high last 
week, when Oscar Serlin offered to 
sell the screen rights to ‘Life With 
Father’ for $500,000, plus a percent- 
age, have been noted ever since Da- 
vid O. Selznick paid $50,000 for Mar- 
garet Mitchell's ‘Gone With the 





| 
| 
| Wind,’ Saturday Eve Post serial, was 
| is estimated the picture will gross 
| $4,000,000 or better. 

| Previous to Selznick'’s $28,000,000 
| grosser, picture company story de- 
|partments had comparatively easy 
sailing, especially when buying un- 
published novels from proof read- 
Since ‘Gone With 





3 
| ings. 


+ 


| 
| 





Wind.’ More recently ‘Reap the Wild | 


| bought by Paramount for $22,500. It | 


TERATI PROFITEERING? 





Guild Rules Against Actors Waiving 
Pay or Cut-Rating for Charity Picts 





That Plaintive Chant 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 

Helen Morgan’s life story will be 
filmed at Warners under the title, 
‘Melancholy Baby, through a story 
deal with the late actress’ mother, 
engineered by Mark Hellinger, who 
will produce. 

Charles Hoffman is working on the 
screenplay, slated for late fall pro- 
duction. 





Jolson in Debut 
As London Actor, 
But for U.S. Khaki 


London, Aug. 25. 

Al Jolson, in a Churchillian zipper 
overall of khaki, worked last night 
(Aug. 24) in the ballroom of a local 
town house before a crowd of 
American soldiers for upwards of an 
hour, sandwiching the latest Ameri- 
between 


can funny stories 


of his more famous songs. While 


| he was doing his stuff, Merle Ober- 


the Wind’ | 


| literary agents and their clients have | 


| been thinking in astronomical figures 
land scrutinizing every yarn from the 
| angle that it may turn out to be an- 
|other ‘GWTW.’ 

Story department heads point out 


| don 
| persuade him 


| that the ‘value of a book obviously | 


cannot 
picture grosses, because so much de- 
|pends on the marquee value of the 
|stars, the production budget and the 
|direction placed behind it. 


' 


be determined on eventual | 


Rights to less important books are 


| still being purchased for around $15,- 
000 to $20,000. But in case of prop- 
erties of proven stage or book value, 
contention is that authors are de- 
manding prices which would allow 
only a 
and 


small 
selling 


trih , . 
tryoutors 


for 


producer-dis 
making 


Currently in the higher-priced cat- 
|egory is Ruth Mitchell’s book, being 
| offered in the form of a 70-page out- 
jline prior to completion, at around 


$100,000. Ann Segher’s ‘Seventh 


Cross’ is being offered at $50,000 plus | 


based on book sales. 
Metro, David O. Selznick and 20th- 
Fox are in the bidding for Dawn 
Powell's ‘Time to Be Born,’ reputedly 
a thinly veiled story on the career 
of Clare Boothe Luce. 


a percentage 


MAYOR OF UNALASKA 
TO MANAGE THEATRE 


Seattle, Sept. 8 
Fletcher, who was 
Japs attacked Dutch 


crashed the front 


Mayor John 
here when the 
Harbor and who 


page when he recently landed in 
Seattle from Unalaska, where he was 
mayoring and also operating and 
|owning the town’s lone picture thea- 
tre, has been hired by Hamrick- 
Evergreen Theatres to manage some 
local theatre, as may be necessary in 
the near future. 

Fletcher was 


engaged and then 


given two months’ leave of absence, | 


Sobbotka of Hamrick-Ever- 
|green announced, so he could tour 
lthe nation in the bond drive. Men 
being lost for war duties makes chain 
operators 
indicated by this advance engage- 
ment of Fletcher. He's experienced 
as a showman, as he operated the 


Herb 


Unalaska theatre for 12 years, until | 
| MacPhail. 


| closed. 


anticipate the future, as | 
|; between 
Quantico Marine Base and the Nor- ||| 


on, Frank McHugh and Allen Jen- 
kins, who had arrived in London 
with him by Clipper the previous 


a dozen | 








| 
| 


Hollywood Sept. 8. 

Free or bargain-price appearances 
in motion pictures were banned in 
a new rule adopted by the Screen 
Actors Guild. Action follows a 
similar rule in which the Guild pro- 
hibits actors from making free ra- 
dio appearances. 

Rule provides ‘It shall constitute 
conduct unbecoming a member of 
the Guild for any member to ap- 
pear in any motion picture pro- 
duction without compensation or 
for any compensation substantially 
below the member’s usual motion 
picture salary.’ 

Sole exception to the rule is the 
case of Government training shorts 
where the Guild permits actors to 
work for the nominal minimum, 
Violators are subject to suspension, 
preventing them from obtaining film 
work. 

‘The new rule,’ it was explained, 
‘has been made necessary by nu- 
merous recent projects calling upon 
actors to donate their screen serv- 
ices. The sponsors of these projects 
make an appeal on the basis of pa- 
triotism by allocating a part or all 
of the net earnings of the pictures 
to charity. Some of these projects 
are entirely of a charitable nature. 
Others have eclements of commer- 
cial sponsorship. 

‘Every free actor on the screen 
displaces a paid actor. Every pie- 
ture made with free talent displaces 


a picture made with paid talent. 
Every individual and group in 


America is being asked to make sac- 
rifices, but no group is being asked 


| to sacrifice its livelihood. The screen 


evening, were being interviewed by | 


a gang of reporters of both sexes at 
a press cocktail party given in their 
honor at the Dorchester hotel. 
Although Jolson made no refer- 
ence to it, for 30 years or more Lon- 
managers have been trying to 
to appear before an 
English audience, but he has stead- 
fastly refused. So this was, in fact, 





is the film actor’s livelihood.’ 


COBURN’S LEGIT ITCH, 
REVIVES MARQUIS PLAY 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 
Coburn, nostalgic for 








Charles 


But the crowd| Broadway after five years in films, 


was 100% American, and Jolson has|is organizing a company to stage the 


his London debut. 
yet to face an English audience 
professionally. 

—— ————————___t____.. 


Pro Brass Bandsmen 


Find S. A. Am Competish 


Too Tough; Ask Relief 


Philadelphia, Sept. 8. || 


Union brass bands are finding it 
hard to compete with the amateurs 
in Philly—especially the am bands 
which feature flashy uniforms and} 
strutting gal drum majors with the 
abbreviated costumes and ohboy 
gams. Result is the union bands- 


men are calling on the treasury of 
Local 77, American Federation of 
Musicians, to advance them enough 
coin to buy ‘neat and attractive’ uni- 


forms so that they can get some 
parade engagement 
The local received a petition from 
me bra band aski: ad 
vance of money to buy at least 25 
uniforms The request for the loan 
i rei¢ ed ) ne loca exer on 
lead 


WANT LEGIT JUVE AS 
LEAGUE BASEBALL UMP 


Gil Stratton, juvenile lead in ‘Best 
Fcot Forward,’ which opened a road | 
tour Sunday night (6) in Chicago, has 


been offered a regular baseball um.- | 
piring job for next season with the 
International League He’s long 
planned to be a baseball ump, but | 
probably won't be able to take it ||) 
because he plans to go into the Army 
Ait Force in about three weeks 
Several weeks ago Stratton um- 
pired behind the plate at a benefit 


stadium, 
representing 


Ruppert 
teams 


game at 


old Don Marquis play, ‘Master of the 


| Revels.’ 
Plan is to open the play in Los 
Angeles this fall with a local cast 


| 


Newark, | | 
the || 


and move east. 
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WAR ACTIVITIES 


Wednesday, September 9, 1942 





aily Bond Sales $7,000,000 Under 
Industry s Goal But Hit Gov t Quota 


Daily bond sales are now running 
neck and neck with the U. S. Treas- 
ury’s official quota of $775,000,000 for 
September, or about $7,000,000 a day 


under the $1,000,000,000 mark set by 


the film industry’s War Activities | 
Committee. Treasury figures. how- 
ever, are made up only after cash is 
deposited in the Federal Reserve 
Bank and are five days behind ac- 


tual sales. Bond drive officials hope 
that within the next few days the 
figures will begin to show the spurt 


inspired by the film industry's ac- 
tivities. 
Cumulative totals on bond sales | 


reported to the Treasury to Sept. 5 | 


for daily receipts are: First day, $19,- 
162,000; second day, $24,558,000; 
third day, $27,702,000; fourth day, 
$28,482,000; fifth day, $29,800,000. On 
this basis the rate of 
$26,000,000 daily an estimated 
monthly total of $780,000,000, instead 
of $33,000,000 required to hit 
the billion figure. 
Aim fer the Biliien 

With late reports on the film in- 
dustry’s September — $1,000,000,000 
bond campaign continuing encour- 
aging, some circuits reporting sales 
ahead of expectations, field 
ers have been advised to ignore the 
official U. S. Treasury goal of $775,- 
000,000 and shoot for the billion. 

Si Fabian, campaign director, 
stated that local quotas, based on the 
lowered Treasury figure, are 25% 

(Continued on page 47) 
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Commdr. John Ford’s 
‘Battle of Midway’ 





As Bond Sales Hypo 


Footage which John Ford _ shot 
during the engagement of U. S. and 
Jap naval forces at Midway has been 
edited for immediate 

a Technicolor two-reeler, 
Midway,’ to provide 
additional material for selling war 
bonds during September and _ to 
Americans what actually happened. 


release 
‘Battle of 
theatres with 


as 


20th-Fox is distributing, following | 


@rrangements between the War ac- 
tivities Committee and U. S. Govern- 
ment officials. Commander Ford, 
who was on Midway Island when the 
Japs attacked, was wounded while 
making the picture. 
by Donald Crisp, Jane 
Henry Fonda 
President Roosevelt intervened with 
the U. S. Navy to have the pictures 
taken by Ford of the actual fighting 


Darwell 


of the Midway engagement released. 
All 15,000 theatres allied with the 
WAC will be expected to show the 


two-reeler. 


Office of War Information. motion! 
CORSET PMI 9? 
\ 


en ; 0 - <t Me 6 seat ee 
secvuion Vas under 


picture 
pressure 


from the ] 
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Giving His All 


Detroit. Sept. 8 
Speaking of ‘big’ contributions 
the motion try 
billion dolla drive you 
might consider Anthony Dubiel. 
Dubiel floored the theatre 
owners at their first sales 
paign dinner here by invésting 
$25,000, his family’s life savings, 
in bonds for the current cam- 
paign. The next day Dubiel, 
who is manager of the Graystone 
theatre here. went the 
Army 


to picture indus 


bond 


cam- 


Into 








N.Y. CANTEEN THANKS 
DONORS IN PAID AD 


An extra space ad across three | 


the N. ¥ 
the American 


columns inserted in 
Times Sunday (6) 
Theatre Wing to publicly thank 
many. persons and _ businesses 
who have been donating foodstuffs 
to the Stage Door Canteen. Purpose, 
too, was to correct any 
their support was no 
needed because of the money the 
Wing is getting from radio and pic- 
tures. Broadcast brings in $2,500 
weekly, while the advance on the 
Canteen picture was $25,000. 

Wing states that such money is be- 
ing used for its many other activities, 


was 
bv 


Plans for a Detroit play spot, pat- 
terned after the Stage Door Canteen 
in New York, have been given im- 
petus here with the formation of the 
‘Soldiers and Sailors Canteen’ spon- 


sored by the Variety Club of | 
Michigan. 
In the first of a series of weekly 


canteens at the clubs’ headquarters 


in the Hotel Book-Cadillac, 20 fliers 
from Selfridge Field were enter- 
tained by hostesses from the _ the- 
atres, exchanges and night clubs 
Based on the success of the venture, 
the club has named: Harry Gilbert 
as canteen chairman and is going 
|ahead with a program to set up an 
entertainment center fimiring§ that 


mewlurm wee 


newsreels for the! the services of outstanding enter- 
release of the clips in their regular tainers who will be coming in more 
releases. The argument against the plentifully for the duration, 


reels was that under a general WAC 
release, wider distribution could be 
achieved, with 50.000.000 people ex- 
pected to view the 500 prints before 


they are recalled for U. S. Navy 
Archives. : 
Other argument was against the 
condensing necessary to include them | 
in limited footage of newsreels. There | 


are two sections of the Ford footage. 
Original runs to more than 6.009 fect 
That available for theatres will run 
40 minutes 


PARAMOUNT CAPTURES 


JAP (MODEL) FLEET 


H ywood. Sept. 8 


Paramount revistered peaceful 
Maval victory with the capture of 
8ix Japanese deluxe passenger ships 
(i: miniature) at a bankruptey sale, 


beating Metro and other studios to 


| 


H'’ wood Canteen, Inc. 
Sacramento, Sept. 8 
Papers were filed with the s 


cre- 

tary of state for the incorporation 

| of Hollywood Canteen, without is- 
'sue of capital stock 

Bette Davis, Florine Bale. Flor- 

ence C. Cadrez, Mervyn LeRoy and 

Carroll Hollister are listed as d 


rectors 


> 
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impression | 
longer | 
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Det. Claims Brushoff on Pix Glamor: 
‘Auction’ on Service Men Hypos Sales 





Flag Over Foy’s 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 

Charlie Foy, who is going into 
the Army, has offered to turn 
over his nitery in the Valley to 
one of the Service groups until 
he comes marching home. 

If the deal goes through, it will 
be the first time a nitery has ever 
been loaned out to a patriotic 
organization. 











WILLIE HOWARD 


Twenty-seventh successful week. 


of 1942” at 46th 
Theatre, New York. 
I would pay good money any 


time to hear, but mainly see, him in 


“Priorities the 


Street 


the sextette from Lucia with all the 
hilarity of his prying anatomical in- 
vestigation, ... He has taken on, as! 
he has grown older, the bewildered 
Wistfulness that was the younger 
Chaplin's without losing the vol- 
feanic violenee which has, oddly 


enourh, nothing to do with it.” 


JOHN ANDERSON, 
Journal-American 


.C. Looks To 
Big Show Biz 
At Legion Meet 


Kansas City, Sept. 8 
Although attendance will be 
curtailed because of war- 








sharply 


|} time conditions, theatre, night club, 


hotel and restaurant 
likely to be hypoed strongly during 
the three-day national convention of 
the American Legion, which will be 
n session here Sept. 19-21. 

Between 10,000 and 15,000 dele- 
gates, alternates and other officials 


grosses 


and visitors are expected to attend | 


the conclave, a total which ap- 
parently will be about twice that 
originally planned when the Ameri- 
can Legion first announced that the 
convention would be shifted from 
New Orleans to Kansas City because 


including the upkeep of the Phil- 
adelphia Canteen, and will be 
needed for similar spots to. be 
opened in Washington and Boston. | 
Thanks were extended to no less 
than 75 N. Y. firms, restaurants, | 
hotels and individuals who are con 
stant donors. No listing is made of 
'the professionals who are giving 
their time and effort to the Wing, 
that being taken for granted, al-| 
|though the names of many well- 
knowns in show business have been 
mentioned in the press. 
Detroit's Canteen 
Detroit, Sept. 8. 


¢ 
Oo 


the war 
The customary parade which in 
| other years has been one of the 


highlights of American Legion con- 
ventions will be omitted because of 
regulations, and much of 
fanfare evident at past 
will be absent as the 
of world events is re- 
flected in the daily sessions. 

Noted speakers who will be heard 


war-time 
other 


gatherings 


the 


erious trend 


include Donald M. Nelson, War Pro- beys, She and her husband, Dr. 

duction Board chief: Frank Knox, | Milton Smith, of the Columbia | 

Secretary of the Navy: Robert Pat- English Dept., had entertained them 

POR Oe RSL RE Write aires 8 IBS Te espe vy 

liam Green, president of AFL; Paul = - 

V. MeNutt, director of the War Genial Jim Sauter, Entertainment 
| Manpower Commission, and Maj. | Director of the Canteen, promised 
| Gen. James A. Ulio, adjutant gen- | Frank Piro, better known as Killer 
feral, who will accept for Gen. |Joe the Sailor, $50 if he won the 


Douglas MacArthur the American 
Distinguished Service medal 
which the grganization has awarded 
to the hero of Bataan and Coregi- 
aor 


Levion 


Josephine Antoine, soprano with 
the Metropelitan and Chicago opera 
nies, chosen as the 


the convention. 


has been 


comps 


official soloist for 
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Uncle Sam’s Roll Call 
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Indpls. Recruits 
Indianapolis, Sept 8 
Carl Lewis, assistant dramatic ed- 
itor of the Indianapolis Star, army. 
Rob Rigsbee, M-G booker, army. 
James Matheny, WFBM 
continuity department, officers’ 
ing at Kessler Field, Miss. 
Dick Hoover, director Civie Thea- 


iirector 


train- 


tre, now Corporal Hoover, director 
of theatre at Fort Harrison, Ind. re- | 
ception center. 

| Orville Crouch, ex-assistant man- | 


ager of Loew’s, air 
Field, Dayton, O. 


corps at Wright 


the auction block in San Francisco. | 
Models, complete in every detail, 
had been on exhibition in various 
ticket agencies of the Nipponese 
NYK Line, now defunct in the 
US. A 

One of the models is that of the 
Tatsuta Maru, recently sunk by an 
American submarine Oihers “rep- 
resent liners now being used by the 


Japs as troop transports and plane 


carriers. They were bought for a 


Mrs. Bill Roberts a WAAC 
Des Moines, Sept. 8. 
F. Roberts of 


Mrs. Eleanor 


mcdest sum but would cost «bout | shire, Mass., wife of Bill Roberts. as- 


$50,000 if duplicated in the studio. 

Paramount expects to cash in on 
the miniature fleet by renting ships 
to other studios for sea pictures. 


sociated with Billy Rose as a techni- 
\cal producer, is now listening for 
}eues as an Officer Candidate with the 
| WAAC at Ft. Des Moines army post. 


Che- |} 


+ 


Mi Rob rts has 


t spent more time 
backstage than the average house- 
vite does in a kitchen, and has been 
everything from a prop man (wom- 
an) in a Hollywood studio to hoofer 
in a Fanchon & Marco show—and, 


just to prove her versatility, was a 


‘fall in’ as a swimmer in Billy Rose’s 


| Acquacade. 
Harry Weiss’ Boy In 
Richard Weiss, son of Harry Weiss, 
manager of the RKO Madison, 
| Ridgewood, N. Y, has been ap- 
pointed a Second Looey at Duncan 
Air Field, San Antonio, Texas. 
Hollywood's Latest 
Hollywood, Sept. 8. 
| Sid Silvers, actor-writer, army. 
Charlie Foy, nitery operator, army 
Bill Smith, agent, army. 
Goldstein Twins. Bob was with 
Abe Lyman, now 20th-Fox talent 
) ‘Continued on page 21) 


seem | 


PUBLICIST DAAB ON 
LIVE SHOWS IN CAMPS 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
| Editor, ‘Variety’: 

One thing that has inpressed me, 
in my tours of the camps as a pub- 


licist, is the deep gratitude of the 
soldiers, top ratings down, for the 
entertainment any of the stars, slage, 
screen or radio, give them. 


The boys sure appreciate it. 
Nights are dreadfully long and dull 
)sometimes, and Coast camps are 
j|blacked out, of course, and you 
|really get a load of gloom. Hence 
the visits of live talent are as wel- 
jcome as a letter from home. What 
| they yearn for is a guy like Jolson 
or Cantor, Kyser or Whiteman, or 
| the girls they've seen in the pictures. 
I didn’t realize the depth of this 
| yearning until I lived among them 
myself. 


} 


| Moreover, I don’t think the public | 


at large has the right slant on this 
matter of entertainment. I'm afraid 
that many of them think the enter- 
| tainers junketing for publicity. 
| That, of course, is absurd. They are 
doing a great work and a vital work, 
and a new slant should be given the 
publicity that credit should go to 
those who really have given so much. 


are 


SO 


How it is to be done, I. of course, 
have no idea at the moment. 
Hyatt Daab, 





American Theatre Wing 


Stage Door Canteen Capers 
NEW YORK 








Attendance continues to 
skyward at the Stage Door Canteen. 
The former Little Club, housing the 
canteen, under the 44th Street The- 
atre, should have accordion sides. 


Helen Claire, junior hestess, re- 
ceived the gift of a ring made of a 


thrupenny piece from 


Harvest Moon Jitterbug Contest for 
servicemen As everybody knows, 
Joe He requested Saute 
make the check payable to the Coast 
Guard Relief Fund. 


won. 


The other aight a sailor, on being 


requested to show his identification 
tags at the doar of the Canteen. 
startled Dick Moon, the treasurer. 
DY raising his leg His tags were 
dangling around his ankle Perhaps 
ts considered old-fashioned to we; 
them around the neck. 

A gun crew of 10 U. S. Navy bevys, 
about to depart for parts unknown, 
came ints the canteen te see Junior 
Hostess Peg LaCentra, who sings | 
‘Love’ in the canteen shew. They 


promised to write her name on the 
next shell they fired at a Nazi sub. 

The entire cost of putting on the 
Stage Door Canteen show, prior to 
ringing up the ferst curtain, has set 
a record for ali time. The producers 
squandered the vast amount of exr- 
lactly $8. Even this expense 


‘been available 
night The coin 
Rehearsal halls. 


for rehearsal 


went to the 


|producer of the Canteen Show, 
|found the place so crowded at its 
| initial performance last Tuesday 


| evening, that he had to pay $100 for 
; the Angel's Table in order to see the 


ishow himself. 











three R.A.F, | 


to | 


would | 
have been avoided had the Canteen! 


one | 
Nola | 


Dwight Deere Wiman, over-seeing | 





Detroit, Sept. 8. 
Why no glamour for Michigan? 
This area, whose feelings were 
bruised hard recently by the adverse 
Life article, ‘Detroit Is Dynamite,’ 
now is letting off steam about being 
neglected by Hollywood's femme 
bond-bombers in the current $1,000.- 
000,000 pix drive. Only film. star 
seheduled into these parts James 
Cagney, and, while the state is glad 
to have him, film folk figure that a 
few of the glamor gals would make 
the state’s quota a cinch. 


Theatre men here are all-out in 
their drive, with plenty of local sup- 
port, but wish they could get more 
from the other end of the industry, 
Hollywood. If a Hedy Lamarr would 
only come in and burgeon sales up 
four or five million, Michigan's 
$40,000,000 goal, with $28,000,000 to 
be collected in Detroit, would be 
passed in a hurry. Exhibitors point 
out that one-twenty-fifth of the na- 
tional goal should be worth at least 
one of the Hollywood pretties. 

$1,000,000 Preem 

However, the theatres here prob- 
ably will pass the quota set, although 
they figure that the femme picture 
stars should be routed into key sec- 
tions where the levy is 2n important 
amount of bond sales. The Michigan 
theatre here seems likely to set a 
world record boxoffice with a $1,- 
000,000 premiere set for ‘Wake 
Island.’ House is using that Life 
rib, ‘Detroit Is Dynamite’ for a slo- 


IS 


'gan and by whipping up the local 


rage is selling seats scaled from $25 
bonds (two balcony rows) to $10,000 
for mezzanine seats. 


The big downtown Fox also has 
come up with a dilly for bond sales, 
At the evening show it calls all sol- 
diers and sailors in the house up on 
the stage. They're there until the 
public buys them off with bond 
pledges. At the first ‘sale,’ with Frank 
N. Isbey, state director of bo ales, 
as the auctioneer, the house sold 
$98,000 ‘worth of war bonds. The 


biggest price, $4,000, from two $2.000 
pledgers, came for Dick LeClair, a 
sailor who picked up 46 wounds at 
Pearl Harbor and three times was 
given up for dead, for the honor of 
escorting him off the stage. There 


| was a $3,000 pledge for an R. A. F. 


| man 
mount | 


of the 
device, 
through 


on the stage. Because 
surprising response to the 
the theatre will continue it 


September, and Manager David N., 
Idzal, who also heads the theatre 
bond drive, is looking to adding 
somewhere between $2,000,000 and 
$3.000,000 to the drive 

The Wisper & Wetsman chain, 


whose quota for 19 houses was set at 
consider 


$50,000, now is upping it 

ably. The manager of cne house in 
the chain, Joe LaRose, at the Eas- 
town, collected $5,300 in bonds and 


$2,000 in stamps on the opening day, 
and announced he was set for at 
least $150,000 in the one house alone, 


Too Much and Too Late 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 

Republic shelved ‘Yankee Girl’ be- 
cause of the numerous pictures in 
‘preparation at other studios, based 
on the activities of American women 
in war. 

Instead, the = stttdio will film 
‘Thumbs Up,’ a story of femme 

anization n Englane 

L.A. to N. Y. 
William Bendix. 


Frank Buck. 

Robin Coons 
Michael Curtiz. 
Jean Dalrymple. 
Orry-Kelly. 
Stephen Longstreet. 
Rouben Mamoulien. 
Al Margolies. 

Boris Morros. 

Ann Pennington. 
Jennings Pierce. 
Casey Robinson. 
Robert Rossen. 
Myron Selznick. 
Del Sharbutt. 

Paul Small. 

Lou Smith. 

Tom Tully. 

Hal Wallis. 


N. Y. to L.A. 


Tony Hart. 
Jean Holloway. 
Henry Jaffe. 
Stan Joseloff. 
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RENTAL CEILING THREATENS 





UA Now After 


Westerns; 


4 Par Features, 
Seeks Pix of Others 








Originally calling for 12 westerns, 
six this year and six next Season, 
plus possibly one regular feature al- 
ready in the can, the deal between 
Paramount and United Artists now 
includes discussion for the acquisi- 
tion by UA. of four features in ad- 
dition to the horse operas. 

As now standing, the transaction 
would involve around $4,000,000, it 
is understood, to cover negative cost 
plus a profit to Paramount. Actual 
closing of the deal hinges on the 
raising of the money by UA which, 
it is thought, will not encounter any 
snags in view of the need of product 
gt this time by UA, whose distribu- 
tion system, also, is a costly one. 

Deal is being negotiated on the 
Coast between Grad Sears, vice- 
president of UA, and Y. Frank Free- 
man, v.p. in charge of prodction at 
Par’s studio. It is believed near 
to signing. 

The four program features to be 
turned over to UA under the deal 
would be from among the 23 for 
1942-43 release that have already 
been completed by Par. Which four 
films wiil be chosen from among a 
group of completed pictures of com- 
parable value has not yet been de- 
cided. 

All of the six westerns, 
Par by Harry 
ready in 


made for 
Sherman, are also al- 
the can. 


Raw Film Angles 
Likely cut in raw stock 
ability next season 


for Par’s product 
Though the Par films are already 
completed, negative stock 
igs relatively small compared with 
pcsitive film requirements. Pend- 
ing a film rationing decree from the 
War Production Board problem of 
holding over some topical material 
to give precedence to more im- 
portant product may also figure in 
the deal. 
United 
figures it 
pictures annually to 
exchange and 
(Continued on 


ABE BLANK’S NEPHEW 


on the other hand, 
minimum of 25 
maintain its 
distribution setup, 


page 46) 


Artists, 


needs a 


involved | 





| 


é avail-|to the Jack Benny unit 
is one of the} Eugene O'Neill, Cole Porter, Jerome 
factors involved in the Par-UA deal| Kern and Rouben Mamoutian, 


} 
| 
| 





MISSING IN DIEPPE 


Des Moines, Sept. 8. 
Irving Heller, 33, former manager 
of a theatre at Ft. Dodge, Ia., and a 
nephew of A. H. Blank, president of 
the Tri-States Theatre Corp., has 


been reported by the Canadian gov-| :‘ 


ernment as missing in action in the| 
Commando raid on Dieppe. He en- 
listed in the Canadian army in 1940. 

Heller attended Kemper Military 


Academy for two years and gradu- 
ated with honors. Later he was 
graduated from the University of 
Nebraska. He had won _ several 
medals for rifle marksmanship. 
Heller’s wife and three children 


make their Columbus, Neb. 


home in 


| 


goes to Atlanta for 

current studio conferences on the 

Coast. | 
He is then scheduled to return to} 

the New York homeoffice araund | 


20th Holds Perlberg 


Hoilywcod, Sept. 8. 

William Perlberg, currently pro- 
ducing the Jack Benny starrer, ‘The 
Meanest Man in the World,’ signed 
a new producer contract with 20th- 
Fox. 

Lined up for his production pro- 
gram are ‘Army Wife,’ ‘The Song of 
Bernadette,’ ‘In Old Coney Island,’ 
‘Jean Valjean’ and ‘Police Gazette.’ 


LYONS’ UA PIX 
PLANS SOUND 
IMPRESSIVE 


-_-—- 





At request of banks and talent in- 
volved, Arthur S. Lyons is stepping 
into picture production in a general 
supervisory capacity as head of one 
or both of the new film production 
groups for which he lining up 
idditional financing (Bankers Tr ust) 
in New York last week. In addition 
Lyons has 


YW as 


each 
of whom will function in a separate 
production company, making one 
picture annually for United Artists 
release. These four companies will 
constitute one group, There is a 
possibility that Lyons may also form 
another unit with Casey Robinson, 
though latter is still under contract 
to Warners, or some equally promi- 
nent scenarist 

In addition to salary guarantee, all 
Lyons’ talent used in production will 
be in on a_ profit-sharing basis. 
Lyons’ production plans were made 
possible because most of the agent’s 
talent is in studios short term 
contracts 

In addition to 
Hedy lLamarr, 
Massey and 
stated last week 
part of the Fred 
ltract. Talent working through the 
Lyons agency will be with 
ther United Artists producers when 


on 


Lamour, 
Ilona 
Lyons 
held 
con- 


Dorothy 
Ida Lupino, 
Allan Jones, 
that he also 

MacMurray 


pooled 


needed 
Ida Lupino was last week named 
as the probable lead for an original 


he ob 
yarn being written by O'Neill who, 


incidentally, has nine ge ae com- 
(Continued on page 47) 
rT Schedule 

Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy, 


a week following 


Sept 14 


Curtai Running Time of Theatres? 


Solution to Raw Film May Lie in Shorter Hours or 
Shorter Programs 


Conviction continued to grow in 


the trade last week that some method | Weekly would be the mos 


of curtailing running time per thea- 


conserve raw film stock. War Pro- 
duction Board officials have already 


Stated that it should not be expected |time is reduced by 
that all theatres could be kept open theatres to operate only nine 
all | 


for the duration, ~but whether 


|shuttering of cinemas one day 
t impartial 
way of handling the situation. Wit h 


|regard to raw stock 
tre may become necessary in order to! matically bring shoud © 


theatres would be shut tered one day | 


weekly, as in the last war, 
erating hours to nine hours daily, 
Pool operations in territories 
via darkening of some houses, are 
Problems still in the early stages, 
Opinion in the trade is 
event of acute shortages of celluloid, 
manpower, electric power, fuel, the 


some 


that, in| 


| of programs from three to four hours 
to two and 

distributors 
fe 


i¢ 


, this would auto- 
saving of 
of total positive film. 

of screen running 
simply ordering 
} 


more than 14% 
If the length 


ours 


daily instead of 10 to 14, exhibitors 

are certain to squawk loudly, be- 

limit op-| cause it would cut deeply into reve- 
or|nues and keep thousands from at-| 

_ tending shows. Should screen run- | 

ining time be trimmed by reduction | 


one-half hours, producer- 
aaa 


depending on qaounpie 
ild be serious] I 


atures wou affected. 


+ doninhaanatit 


EAHIBO AIMING 
FUR PRICE CURD 


Feared Such a Move Is 
Possibility in Wartime but 
Distribs Warn This Would 
Bring on Other Federal 
Regulation in the Indus- 
try—Point to Adjustments 
Now Being Made 


DISTRIB OPPOSISH 





Muffled rumbles of late about ways 
and means of curbing the distribu- 
tors from exacting higher prices for 
pictures are threatening to develop 
into thunder on a scattered front 
and, feared by informed distributor 
sources, that with the country at war 
the danger of a rentals ceiling is 
real, 

However, while issuing a warning 
to exhibitors that they may be bring- 
ing the walls of the temple down on 
their heads by trying to engineer a 
rental ceiling, the distributors, it is 
promised, are prepared to wage a 
bitter war against such regulation. 

Among other things, the distribu- 
decry the foolhardiness of any 
exhibitor action seeking the estab- 
lishment of a ceiling on film prices 
because that would, in their opinion, 
be the opening wedge for Federal 
egulation of the industry; would not 
stop there, but extend to other meas- 
ures hamstringing the business of op- 
erating theatres. 

During the past week the Greater 
Cincinnati Exhibitors Assn., at a 
meeting there, mapped plans which 
carry an unqualified threat to go to 

(Continued on page 44) 


SCHENCK OUT 
AFTER 4 MOS, 
) DAYS 


tan 
tUls 








The release of Joseph M 
former 20th-Fox 
board, from the 
Danbury, Conn., 
and a day 
year for income tax evasion 
months and days. He 
penitentiary Monday (7) night 
was met by C. C. Moskowitz 
Nicholas M. Schenck, Loew’s 
vV.p. and prexy. 

Originally sentenced to 
| years, Schenck’s punishment had 
been curtailed because of his aid in 
the conviction of Willie Bioff and 
Ge who had been 


Schenck, 
chairman of the 
Federai Prison at 
clipped his year 
sentence last 
to four 
left 


received 
five the 
and 
and 
Inc. 


, 


three 


orge E. Browne 





‘20th-Fox Following the New Orbit 
Of Theatre Men Influencing Film 


Studio Operations More and More 





Freeze Rentals 


Cincinnati, Sept. 8. 

In an attempt to freeze film 
rentals at the 1941-42 scale, the 
Indignant Exhibitors Forum, at 
its fourth weekly meeting Sept. 
2, approved appointment of a 
committee to contact the anti- 
trust division of the Attorney- 
General’s office in Washington 
for ceiling fixing. Committee 
includes Willis Vance, chairman, 
Maurice Chase and Harold Bern- 
stein. 

Forum’s members operate 42 
nabes in Greater Cincy. Most of 
them belong to the Greater Cin- 
cinnati Motion Picture Exhibi- 
tors League, which went on 
record as favoring the price 
freeze, 


GOVT ENLISTS 
SHOW BIZ ON 
SALVAGE 








U. 8S. Government has called on 
show business to take a national sal- 
vage campaign, scheduled to start 
around Oct. 15, under its wing. 

Picture houses, legit theatres, film 
exchanges and all other branches of 
the industry will use stage and 
screen, combined with other ex- 
ploitation, to get the public to dig up 
all possible scrap metal, rubber, 
copper, steel, fats, etc., to be turned 
;over to the authorities, 

Canada’s Large Tabu List 
Ottawa, Sept. 8. 
regulations ban the 
use of metals, except gold and silver, 
for manufacturing several hundred 
articles after Sept. 30, including the 
ollowing: bleachers, grandstands, 


Government 





|bowling alleys, pins, accessories; 
doughnut cookers, exhibition and 
|fair apparatus and equi ipment, in- 
| cludi ng lighting ‘éqitipntedne: ra: (dake 


stands; floats for 
advertising 


pageants, 


(except trucks); 


rolling boardwalk chairs, scenery and 
Stage hardware and equipment (ex- 
cept lamp bulbs), including battens, 
cables, lights, reflectors, drops; skat- 
ing rink equipment, stadiums, tent 
poles and parts, all types of vending 


machirres, motion picture projection 
2quipment, musical instruments and 
metal reflectors. 


Paes 


ve 


Film production policy at four of 
the major studios is now largely 
dictated by executives with theatre 
operating backgrounds, 20th-Fox be- 
coming the fourth of the majors in 


this category. This is due to the 
closer participation in studio output 
and the greater responsibility which 
falls to Spyros Skouras, as result of 
Col. Darryl Zanuck leaving the com- 
pany for the duration. Though Bill 
Geetz remains in charge of studio 
operations, understanding is that the 
former National Theatres head will 
be more closely identified with 
broader phases of production, to 
some extent absorbing the duties 
formerly carried out by Zanuck. 
Skouras has been working on pro- 
duction and distribution charts for 
several months past, obviously in 
preparation for Zanuck’s fulltime 
soldiering. 

Goetz, who has been the main cog 
in the 20th production wheel since 
Pearl Harbor, while Zanuck spent 
most of his time in Government 
service, will retain full studio opera- 
tion powers under Skouras instead 
of Zanuck. 

Other majors, where former exe 
hibition experience has fitted execs 
for key positions determining pro- 
duction, are Paramount, RKO and 
Universal. 

Case of U 

Both Universal and previously 
Paramount studios experienced a 
sudden upsurge in production of big 
grossers which coincided with or 
shortly followed the entry of execs 
with exhibition - distribution back- 
grounds. In case of Universal, Nate 
Blumberg, Clifi Work, Milt Feld and 
Johnny O’Connor formed an operat- 
ing quartet which pulled the studio 
out of a rut. Earlier a terrific change 
for the better in Paramount product 
was noted following advent of Y, 
Frank Freeman, with Buddy de Sylva 
as executive producer in charge of 
‘A’ product. 

And Charles Koerner is being 
given a chance to show what theatre 
operating experience can accomplish 
for RKO. 

Without being able to define spe- 
cifically the nethods employed by 
former theatre oper ators in film pro- 


and Par 





Se 45a Pa spass.: 
betief tinal a 


Bort ; 





sire ea ee ra 


on doc eet 
parades, the type of entertainment w hic h can 
Bames | best be sold or which the public will 
and gambling devices, magic lanterns, | most readily accept, acquired from 


with theatregoers over 
period of time, is the 
major influence being brought to bear 
on studio output by theatre men. 
Opinion is expressed that some stu- 
dio producers somehow lose contact 
with the mass public, and wind up in 
the red before they realize what 
happened. 


close contact 
an extended 











- Zanuck Farewells His Co-Workers 


Skouras, Connors, Goetz Present—Latter Will Head 


charged with extortion of $1,000,000 
from the major picture : 
through illegal use of powers as 
| labor leaders. The three-year sen- 
| tence was suspended last May and | 
| he was held on his plea of guilty 
| only to the perjury charge. 

Joseph H. Moskowitz, now se bir 
a similar term for income tax fals 
cation may follow Schenck to iees- | 


| dom shortly via parole. 


MAJOR SAM BRISKIN 





| JOINS COL. CAPRA’ 
| Holly wood, Sept. 8. 
| Sam Briskin, chief of production | 
Columbia, passed up his studio | 
b for the duration and entered 
Signal Corps as a major. Un- | 
ierstood he will be stationed here 
as a member of Lieut. Col. Frank 
Cz pra’s unit. 
Sidney Buchman, who recently 


resigned as president of the Screen 
Writers Guild, ass part of 
riskin’s duties, sharing productio 


with Harry Cohn 


umes 


Vision 


© a 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 
As his last official act in his ca- 
pacity as production chief at 20th- 


Fox, Col. Darryl Zanuck spoke to 
executives and sales personnel Mon- 
day (7) at the two-day regional 
meet. Flanked by Spyros Skouras 
jand William Goetz, new studio op- 
| erat ing head, Zanuck bade farewell 
ito his co-workers before leaving for 
| full time duty in his capacity as an 





Army colonel 
| Zanuck expressed full confidence 
that his work at the studio would be 
carried on with the same high re- 
j}gard for quality production. Tom 
|Connors, 20th sales head, who pre- 
’ j sided, had the delegates pause in one 
|minute silent tribute in respect to 
~~ memory of Sidney R. Kent. 

al He yrne, eastern advertising and 
publicity director, told the gathering 


Studio Operations 


fthat the company’s product would 
be backed up with the biggest ad- 
vertising budget in its history. An- 
nouncement that Goetz would take 
over studio operations came follow- 
ing a conference Sunday (6) at the 
studio when Skouras, Zanuck and 
Goetz met. 

Zanuck’s position as vice-president 
in charge of production will not be 





| and will be 


filled during his absence on duty 
with the Signal Corps. Goetz oper- 
ated the studio during Zanuck’s pre- 
vious absence on military missions 
surrounded by the same 


| personnel that worked with Zanuck. 


Jack Warner Also 
The grapevine has it that Lieut. 
Col. Jack Warner will go on full 
time duty with the Army Air Force 
in a couple of 





weeks. 
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Despite Somervell’s Visit, British 


Frozen Coin Remains a Big Stymie 


4 


Clearing up of the British frozen 
money situation is not likely in the 


immediate future, it is authorita- 
tively stated in N. Y. this week. This 
contradicts a supposedly optimistic 
report emanating from sources close 
to R. C. G. Somervell, undersecre- 
tary of the British Board of Trade, 
currently in Washington where he 
arrived from London several weeks 
ago. As one industry official ex- 
pressed it, ‘Chances for early settle- 
ment may look good from the British 
angle, but that does not necessarily 
mean good for U. S. distribs or that 
any solution has been reached.’ 


While the British angle on present 
negotiations to dislodge some $52,- 
000,000 of U. S. distributor coin im- 
pounded in London may gradually 
unfold, as Somervell swings into 
action, American picture companies 
are a bit skeptical over’the presence 
of Somervell in Washington. They 
wonder why it was necessary for 
him to make the trip to the U. S. 
when the American industry already 
had stated a clear-cut case. 


This case simply is that the U. S. 
film companies are entitled to this 
frozen money right now since it was 
obtained in legitimate business un- 
dertakings (distribution of pictures). 
Also that there is no reason for 
withholding the funds since the pres- 
ent exchange differential imposes no 
hardship on Britain. Attitude of 
American distributors, as previously 
expressed, is that not only should 
this frozen coin be released but there 
should be no freezing of U. S. dis- 
tributor revenue in Britain in the 
year starting the end of October. 
Present year’s 50-50 pact expires 
about Oct. 29. 

After both these angles have been 
cleared up, some foreign managers 
fee] there will be plenty time to talk 


+ 





Studio Contracts 





Hollywood, Sept. 8. 

Jeff Donnell’s player option picked 
up by Columbia. 

Michele Morgan signed for two 
pictures for Universal. 

Forrest Tucker’s player 
picked up by Columbia. 

Harold Daniels signed by Metro 
to direct shorts. 

Col. Jason S. Joy drew new two- 
year ticket as public relations di- 
rector at 20th-Fox. 

Dalton Trumbo inked writing pact 
at Metro. 

George Travell inked actor pact at 
Metro. 

Lilo Yarzon handed player con- 
tract at 20th-Fox. 

Janet Blair’s player contract re- 
newed by Columbia. 

Andrew Rosenthal handed writing 
ticket by Warners. 

Bernard Zanville inked actor pact 
at Warners, 


COL. TUNIEST 
LOT IN HWOOD 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 
Seven tunefilms, one finished, one 
winding up, two ready to start and 
three in writing mills, make Co- 
lumbia the most tuneful studio for 
the season of 1942-43. 


option 








Lovelier,’ the Jerome Kern, Johnny 
Mercer musical confection. In the 
home stretch is the Cole Portier gal- 





about future film quota production 
in Britain, next year or after the 
war. Attitude in N. Y. is that any 
quota production discussions should 
not be linked with the coin freeze 
problem. 


In the meantime, the delay in 
clearing up the frozen money situa- 
tion in Britain apparently has 
stymied American distribution com- 
pany efforts to dislodge impounded 
monies in both Australia and New 
Zealand. Estimated this week that 
U. S. distributors have around $7,- 
000,000 of their revenue impounded 
in these two countries. Only slightly 
more than $1,000,000 is held in New 
Zealand, representing three or four 
years, while the remainder or in ex- 
@ess of $5,400,000 is held in Aus- 
tralia. Both countries are only per- 
mitting cut about half of all U. S. 
distrib revenue in current years or 
less thah $3,400,000. 


Fiim Biz Bullishness 
Continues to Attract 
Attention in Wall “ 


Motion picture business and shares | 
of film companies have attracted ad- | 
ditional attention in the last few| 
weeks by the various investment! 
houses and Wall Street traders. Fact 
that several conservative investment 
houses have come out with optimis- | 
tic reports of future film business 
prospects in part has generated this 
renewed enthusiasms for film com- 
pany stocks 

Bulk of these forecasts are predi- 
cated on the benefit the business will | 








derive from larger national purchas- | 
ing power, with the war rated as| 
having no real direct effect on mo-| 
tion picture corporations excepting 


as it already has trimmed revenues 
from the foreign market. Heightened | 


lop, ‘Something to Shout About.’ 
Ready for shooting are “The Cover 
Girl’ and ‘Reveille for Beverly.’ In 
preparation are three newcomers, 
‘Redhead From Rio,’ ‘Two Senoritas 
From Chicago’ and ‘Tune of Today.’ 


3 Foreign Dept. Aides - 
To Help Rockefeller 
Committee on Films 


Two executives from major com- 
pany foreign departments have been 
loaned to or placed on leave of ab- 
sence with the Coordinator of Inter- 
American Affairs (Rockefeller Com- 
mittee) to aid the speeding of U. S. 
film shipments to the Latin-Amer- 
icas. A third likely will be picked 
as liaison to assist on export cus- 








3 ens hin : : 
oms eet Be he. s4gy TA Pe, PE AR ¥ 
arl Macdonald, one of Robert 


Schless’ assistants in Warners’ for- 
eign department, will help expedite 
export shipping. He is stationed in 
Washington presently, where he is 
devoting all his energy on this new 
job. Matter of getting priorities on 
space in oufgoing ships is recognized 
as a pressing need of the film busi- 
ness just now. 

Irving Maas, assistant to Laudy 
Lawrence, head of 20th-Fox* foreign 
sales, also has been loaned to the 
Rockefeller Committee, his new task 
being to see that wider and quicker 
distribution of ail short 
in the Latin-Americas 


n tha trade t} 
im Une wr ade tii 


is obtained 


week that he is 
eff the 20th-Fox payroll for his 
post, but there is no official] 
firmation of this. 

Major companies are now seeking 
an advertising-publicity chief from 
foreign departments to help on cus- 
toms export censorship, and this job 
will likely be 


filled 
Foreign ad-publicity 


cOon- 


chief would 


purchasing power is rated as being a ho liaison between the industry 
reflected via greater film theatre |#"¢,the U. S. customs export cen- 


| 


attendance. 


Helping in this* is the | Sotship group, his particular duty 


fact that a large share of coin, which | 0&7 to speed not only motion pic- 
might have gone into other pur- | ‘ures but all ad material and acces- 


chases, is going for entertainment 
because of merchandise shortages. 
Real effect of this is not expected to 
be felt until a later date. 

Also cited in Wall Street that pic- 
tures are assured of political sup- 
port for the duration because of 
their moral value. 

Even the curbs on raw film stock 
is not regarded as likely to cut 
into revenues. 
materials per picture is viewed as 
likely to force studio economies, 
viewed as a favorable factor down- 
town. 


And the ceiling on| 


sories to foreign accounts. 





Dottie and Bing Again 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 
Dorothy Lamour teams up again 
with Bing Crosby in ‘Dixie,’ slated 
to roll late October with Edward 
Sutherland directing. 





dancing comic from New York night 
spots, making his debut as a screen 
actor, 





It’s reported | 


new | 


in a few days. | 


In the cast will be Billy De Wolfe. | 


Simon Sees Red Again 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 

S. Sylvan Simon, who has directed 
two Red Skelton comedies at Metro, 
is slated to pilot the third, ‘Whistling 
in Brooklyn.’ 

Currently Simon ig working on 
\‘Salute to the Marines’ at the same 
siuqalo. 








'W. S. Maugham Reca 
Yesteryear’s Stance On 
Name Writers’ Works 


W. Somerset Maugham, whose 
novel, ‘Moon and Sixpence,’ has just 
been made into a picture for United 
Artists release, recalled early days 
when the first demand for famous 
authors’ work on the screen devel- 
oped-—and how different it is today 
when any number of noted writers 
find a ready market in pictures, 
Maugham told ‘Variety’ that the sale 
of screen rights to noted literary 
works represented that much addi- 
tional velvet for the author. 

That he was pleased with the 
screen version of his ‘Moon and Six- 
pense’ was admitted by Maugham 
following the preem at Edgartown, 
Mass., last Saturday (5). He be- 
lieved the producers, David L. 
Loew and Albert Lewin, haa fol- 
lowed his story closely, althcugh 
plenty of water had passed under 
the bridge since he _ originally 
scripted the novel. 

Maugham recalled possibly his 
first work sold for a screen vehicle. 
It was ‘The Ordeal,’ one of his older 
stories, which Jesse L. Lasky bought 
jafter the producer had _ begged 
| Maugham to approve a pact to put 
;one of his works on the screen. That 
was about 20 years ago. 











Completed is ‘You Were Never COE T0 COAST WHILE 


WILL HAYS BACK EAST 


Charles F. Coe, executive vice- 
president of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors Assn., left for 
the Coast Saturday (5) for a stay of 
| about two months. Since Will Hays, 
|president of MPPDA, is currently 
in New York, Coe shifted to the 
Coast. This is in accordance with 
| recently arranged schedule which 
| calls for either Coe or Hays being in 
| N. Y. all of the time, and one or the 
| other being on the Coast attending 
| to association affairs. 
| Hays only came in from Holly- 
| wood a couple of weeks ago, Coe re- 

maining over in the east because of 

industry bond campaign and conser- 
| vation problems of industry. 
| 


Roy Rogers Succeeds 


| 


|. To Autry’s Rodeo Spot 











mY 


Roy Rogers, star of Republic pic- 
'tures hoss-operas, will join the 
|World’s Championship Rodeo when 
lit plays Madison Square Garden, 
N. Y., Oct. 7-25, and then continue 
| with the show to Boston and Buffalo 
| In past years Gene Autry, also a 
|Republic western name, has been a 
| steady feature with the rodeo in New 
York and Boston. Now, with Autry 
in the Army Air Corps and unavail- 
lable, Republic set Rogers for the 
|date, which pays off like a slot ma- 
chine in ballyhoo and publicity as 
well as shekels 
Bob Steele Moves Up 

Hollywood, Sept. 8. 





|of August, the 
| that period in six years. 


Republic is grooming Bob Steele as | 


its second buckaroo star to succeed 


Roy Rogers, who has been moved up | 


+ 


o the top spot to fill the vacancy 
|caused by Gene Autry’s enlistment 
in the Army. 

Steele has played in Republic’s 
low-budget Three Mesquiteer series 
ifor three years. Previous to that he 
galloped a number of seasons for 
|FBO and Monogram brand. 
| Rep will tie in publicity blasts of 
the Rogers’ rodeo appearances with 
simultaneous release of his first 
|special, ‘Heart of the Golden West,’ 
| which goes before the cameras short- 
|ly. Smiley Burnette draws featured 
|spot in the picture. 


| Shorts Pause at Col. 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 

| Weeks ahead of schedule, Colum- 
|bia’s short subject department 
| closes down for a two-week vaca- 
tion starting Oct. 1. 

| By that time the department will 
| have completed 17 of the 28 two- 
‘reeiers On the 1942-43 program, 














Film Waste Expectancy Upped 





Aside from Army requirements, 
eater waste which faces manufacturers and 
to the loss of skilled manpower to the 


up this year due to the 
film producers alike ow 
armed forces and defense plants. 


more raw film stock will be used 


Normally distributors allow from 1 to 1%% over the stipulated raw 
stock deliveries for waste. Where an order for, say, 100,000 feet of 
film is given, distribs figure on paying for 1,000 to 1,500 of waste, with 
the raw stock manufacturer absorbing some loss from waste in 


addition, 


With replacemests in the large raw stock manufacturing plants now 
common, and new manpower being trained to replace those who 
have left, distribs figure that waste allowances may be increased 
to around 5%, resulting in the need for a greater amount of raw stock 
for any specific amount of net footage. 











U. S. and Britain Taking a New Tack 
On Pix Propaganda; More Reportorial 





Goodman U Art Head 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 
Universal signed John Goodman 
as studio art director to succeed 
Jack Otterson, who recently joined 
the Army. 


Goodman has been directing film 
art since 1920, for the last five years 
with Frank Lloyd Productions. 


TOO MANY WAR 
PIX, SEZ LONDON 








London, Aug. 25. 


Feeling here is that there are too 
many war films, both British and 
American. Public reaction started 
first and has even reached official 
circles. Ministry of Information fig- 
ures support should be given to 
films of ‘everyday life,- not directly 
about the war, featuring events in 
various phases of life in factory, 
mines and on the land.” MOI even 
promises Producers’ Association, of 
which C. M. Woolf is prexy, ‘special 
support’ on such subjects. 

Board of Trade’s current boss, 
Hugh Dalton, told House of Com- 
mons he could give no promise that 
British producers would be allowed 
to preserve their present labor 
forces or even their existing studio 
space. Official explainers after- 
wards said that what Dalton meant 
was not withdrawal of such facili- 
ties as they now exist, but if present 
war situation got worse film pro- 
ducers would be on same level] as 
every other industry in having in- 
roads made on their personnel and 
needs. 

Board of Trade prexy will shortly 
have to explain to the film trade 
what he meant by telling House of 
Commons that film quota position 
was ‘satisfactory’ when production 
is nowhere near percentage needed 
to fulfill legal requirements. 





Film Extra Jobs At 


Six-Year August Low 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 


Less than 20,000 film extra jobs | 


were handed out during the month 
lowest number for 
Usually it 
is one of the top months for atmos- 
phere players, with the annual: break 
cOming in late autumn, but this year 
it took an unexpected nosedive. 

Adjustments 
month are still to be compiled but 
it is estimated that the total wages 
will be around $200,000, compared 
with $283,000 for August, 1941, with 
27,092 jobs. 





Rogell Addition Gives Rep 


Four Producer-Directors 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 

Addition of Albert S. Rogell to the 
producer-director group at Republic 
raises the tota: to four. Others are 
George Sherman, John H. Auer and 
Joseph Kane. 

Listed as producers are Albert J. 
Cohen, Leonard Field, Harriet Par- 
sons, Harry Grey, Lou Grey, Robert 
North, William O’Sullivan, Armand 
Schaefer, Edmund Grainger and 
Fanchon & Marco. Directors are Jo- 
seph Santley, Jack English, William 
Witney and Bernard Vorhaus. 


and overtime for the | 





British and American Governe 
ment information services have, from 
accounts, decided to call for an eas- 
ing up on fictional and ‘propaganda’ 
pictures in favor of Government war 
films made on a straight reporting 
basis, with the object of letting the 
peoples of the United Nations make 
up their minds for themselves about 
the allied war effort. Possibility is 
that this attitude may also’ have a 
direct bearing on general production 
of war-themed pictures at the major 
studios, leading to some modification 
in heavily dramatized approach to 
the war in fictional product. 

Impression in both American and 
British services is that it’s about 
time to stop ‘telling’ the Americans 
how wonderful the British are and 
just ‘show’ them by means of factual 
pictures reporting. Belief in infor- 
mation services, contrary to oft-ex- 
pressed opinions regarding average 
mentality, is that the average man 
in the street is today intelligent 
enough to judge for himself. Per- 
haps the war has had something to 
do with the growing-up process, 

One ‘Mrs. Miniver’ is not enough, 
|according to informed opinion, to 
offset the constant sniping of the 
anti-British, anti-Russian elements in 
the U. S. Similarly, a ‘Sergeant 
York’ is not by itself considered poe 
tent enough to permanently counter 
anti-American sentiment in England 
and the Dominions, and a constant 
flow of factual pictures is now be- 
lieved necessary. 

With British Government film pro- 
duction services having no =— 
defined mark between factual an 





| fictional themes, it is understood that 
|Sam Spewack, head of the film unit 
(of the Office of War Information, 
| who left New York for London over 
the weekend, is planning to line up 
a regular schedule for British fac- 
|tual war films production which can 
|either be incorporated in U. S. pro- 
; duetion. or..vsed in. original 
| Plan is to have the British make 
films with special angles revoiving 
about the activities of American sol- 
diers overseas as well as product 
dealing with various phases of the 
British production effort. Spewack 
is also heading for Russia on a sims 
ilar mission, while Sidney L. Bern- 
| stein, adviser to the film division of 
|the British Ministry of Information, 
| who returned last week from Holly- 
| wood, has been working towards 
| closer cooperation of the U. 8. and 
| American film information services. 


j 
| 
| 
j 
| 


Chaplin Readying 
| ‘Shadow, Substance’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 
Charlie Chaplin is working on the 
| script of his next picture, ‘Shadow 
|}and Substance,’ and hopes to have it 
| trimmed to shooting size within two 
| months when cameras will roll. 
Comedian plays the canon role in 
addition to producing and directing. 
Unknowns are being tested for 
femme lead. Paulette Goddard 
definitely won’t be in the picture. 


They'll Keep on Landing 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 

‘The Leathernecks Have Landed,’ 
heaviest grosser produced by Re- 
public in 1936, is being rewritten 
as an up-to-date version for the 
1942-43 program. 

Only ‘resemblance to the old pic- 
ture will be the title and the 
Marines. New story will be based 











on their exploits in the current war. 
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Cov't Gets Record Grab of $18.423.924 


For July on Entertaiment Revenue 





Washington, Sept. 8. 


Uncle Sam has a pretty good thing 
in his license fee system for juke- 
boxes, pinball and slot machines, 
bowling alleys and billiard acad- 
emies. According to the tax figures, 
these are an easy means of getting 
ga handy amount of revenue. 

Large scale sales of the permits 
for the new fiscal year, overshadow- 
ing a healthy comeback in boxof- 
fice business, boosted Federal yield 
from taxes on amusements to a rec- 
ord altitude last month. The Treas- 
ury reported Saturday (22) that its 
income from commercialized enter- 
tainment amounted during the open- 
ing stanza of the new fiscal year to 
$18,423,924. This is by far the largest 
grab--but should not be taken as in- 
dicative of the average government 
revenue, since the total includes the 
license fees that have to be paid 
only once per annum. 

Admissions levy, which has swung 
back and forth most of the year, 
was on the upbeat again. Year’s peak 
was reached last month, reflecting 
near-record ticket sales during June. 
Collections from the 10% nick on 
wicket patrons amounted to $12,484,- 
881. This figure is the biggest ever 
chalked up, topping the prior rec- 
ord (May collection) by $680,960. 

Take from the boxoffice levy was 
$934,737 greater than the June haul, 
which was off from the May 
peak, but still the second largest 
total registered since the tariff was 
tightened last October. July re- 
ceipts showed a $5,724,020 rise over 
the corresponding 1941 stanza, which 
in itself was better than the average 
under the old scale. 

$78,334,900 So Far 


So far this calendar year, the 
Government has snared $78,334,900 
from ticket buyers. This figure ex- 
ceeds that for the first 11 months of 
1941 and is roughly $33,000,000 more 
than the harvest during the first 
seven months of last year. 

Steady decline in sales of radios 
and phonographs, which cannot be 
manufactured any more under War 
Production Board decrees, was ap- 
parent from the Treasury statement. 
July tax payments on such articles 


dipped to the lowest level of the | 


year, only $1,249,005 coming in. This 
compared with the high mark in 
February, $2,769,303. The total was 
Gown $372,140 from June, although 


exceeding July, 1941, due to stiffer 


tax, by $753,93). 


Record sales continue to fluctuate, | 
according to the Treasury statement, | 


and despite the tightening up on 
shellac consumption there was a 
marked rise in the receipts from 
the levy on discs during July. Col- 
lections touched $123,356, a gain of 
$48,802 above June, but more than 


TOTS E” she tut the th ye een tek 


on two other occasions this year, 
June and January, has the Federal 
take form this source been less than 
in July. 

Receipts from the tax on musical 
instruments were bigger in July. 
Amounted to $266,947, 
above June. 

Jukebox and gambling device per- 
mits yielded $3,415,017, which was 
$2,704,906 more than the June take. 
Alley and pool room certificates 
brought in $884,718, a jump of 
$601,202. 





NO TILT FOR ‘WAKE’ 


Par Wants lis Film Out as Fast as 
Possible 
Fearing that Paramount would 
sell ‘Wake Island’ at increased ad- 
missions only at this time, Allied 
States Assn. protested to 
Balaban, president of the company, 
about 10 days ago, against any such 
move, if contemplated, and appealed 
to him to make the picture avail- 
able in the regular manner. Allied’s 
fears of advanced admission 
tractual demands were aroused by 
an item in a Pittsburgh newspaper 
in which Balaban stated the cost of 
“Wake’ was $1,000,009. 
Understood that Par is anxious to 
get speedy and widespread circula- 


tion on ‘Wake’ and, principally, for | 
this reason will not ask its accounts | 


to boost admissions when playing it. 
Due to the timeliness of the subject 


matter, Par is anxious to get the | 


film rolling on a wide front as early 
as possible. It opened during the 


Past week at the Rivoli, N. Y., at 
established house scales. 


+ 





Split Deal Welded 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 


David O. Selznick gained exclu- 
sive right to the services of Robert 
Stevenson, director, through a deal 
with RKO. Previous ticket called 
for one Selznick picture annually 
and the rest for RKO. 

Stevenson’s first job under the 
new arrangement will be ‘Jane Eyre.’ 











Reap Surprises 
With $2,001,000 In 





up $21,865 | 


Barney | 


Rentals to Date 


Sold singly, Paramount’s ‘Reap the 
Wild Wind’ has in the comparatively 
short time of four months kited the 
billings, as of Friday (4), to the large 


total of 2,227, while the gross rental 
on the dates played hit $2,001,000, a 
return to Par that is exceeded by 
comparatively few pictures, even 
after they are played out. 

With many contracts on the books 
at the moment, and others to come, 
it is not unlikely that ‘Reap’ may 
ultimately play the highest number 
of non-general release engagements 
at increased admissions, outside of 
\‘Gone With the Wind.” ‘Sergeant 
| York’ had 8,200, it is understood. 

The policy set on ‘Reap’ by Neil F. 
|Agnew, vice-president in charge of 
| distribution for Par, after it had 
|opened at the Music Hall, N. Y., and 
a few scattered test spots, called for 
|percentage and increased admission 
|scales everywhere. 
| In addition to getting 50% in vir- 
jtually all theatres played, extended 
time was also given ‘Reap.’ 

Picture will not be placed on gen- 
eral release at regular established 
scales until some time next year, 

















'Cliffhangers Would 
Woo Adult Film Fans 
With Maturer Plots 


Producers of cliffhangers are} 
stressing more mature plots in an 
effort to create an adult followjng 
|for serials on their 1942-43 season | 
lineup. In line with such an an- 


» 1} 


ikers are launching topical stories 





covering current world condi-ions. 
For instance, Columbia’s latest is 
‘The Secret Code,’ concerning op- 
erations of the U. S. Secret Serv- 
ice. while Universal has ‘Don Win- 
slow of the Coast Guard’ and ‘Ad- 
ver.tures of Smiling Jack,’ latter 
covering the aviation vogue. Re- 
public’s ‘G-Men Vs. the’ Black 


Dragon’ also cashes in on 
interest in the FBI. 
Where originally framed 


ily to whet interest of 


present 


primar- 
} 


juveniie pa 


{trons, shorts producers now claim | 
| tl :' are gearing thei! ‘chaptel 
plays’ to fit the adult mind 
Columbia’s latest, ‘Secret Code,’ 
has incorporated a novel feature at 
the end of each episode which is cal- 
culated to maintain audience inter- 
est A reputed Army officer lec- 
tures and diagrams latest develop- | 
ments in solving secret codes in a 


brief aftermath clip 


‘Ecstasy’ Director Sues 


| For Profits Accounting | 


con- | 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 

Gustave de Machaty, director of 
|the now notorious Czechoslovakian 
| film ‘Eestasy' which starred Hedy 
Lamarr, has filed suit here for an 
account:ng of the film’s profits 
fendants are Josef Auerbach, whose 
Czech company, Electra-Film, made 
ithe picture in 1933, and several cor- 
porations. 

De Machaty also seeks ownership 
of the film, charging a deal with 
Auerbach called for the picture to 
revert to his possession after pro- 
ts had been met. 


duction cos 


De- | 





| 
| 
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A-Spying They Will Go 





Hollywood, Sept. 3. | 


First of the two Laurel & Hardy 
pictures under their contract with 
20th-Fox will be a spy comedy, ‘Me 
and My Shadow,’ screenplayed by 
Paul Yawitz and produced by Sol 
M. Wurtzel. | 


Second, still untitled, will have a | 
western background, based on aj} 


story by Robert Metzler and Manny | 
O’Connor, 





GUNNERY SCHOOL PIC: 


| 


WRITTEN BY ITS P. A. 





Harlingen, ‘Texas, Sept. 8 

Part of the location shots of Para- 
mount’s ‘Aerial Gunners’ is to be 
made here at the Harlingen Army | 
Gunnery School. The original was | 
written by Lt. Jack L. Dailey, pub- | 
lic relations officer of the school. | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


The picture is being made for Par- | 
amount and Maxwell Shane, story 
editor of the Pine-Thomas producing | 
unit operating through Par is here | 
making arrangement for shooting | 

with Col. John R. Morgan, | 
commanding officer of the school. 


Budgets on Flying Pix 
At 20th Boosted 30%, 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 

20th-Fox is boosting the budgets 
about 30% on its low-bracket pro- 
gram pictures dealing with wartime 
aviation as a result of advanced 
costs and military restrictions. 
Average outlay has been upped from 
$150,060 to $200,000 and _ shooting 
schedule increased from 16 to 24 
days. 

Under preparation in this class | 


schedule 
sveMucuuic 











are ‘Ground Pilots,’ ‘Condors of the | 
Sky’ and ‘Women With Wings,’ to | 
be produced by Ralph Dietrich, and | 
one Sol M. Wurtzel production, still 
untitled. 





‘Grand Canyon’ Baek 
On RKO Prod. Sked 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 


RKO is taking ‘Grand Canyon’ off | 
the shelf for October production, | 





following huddles between Peter | 
Rathvon, president, and Charles | 
Koerner, studio chief. Technicolor | 


picture will be shot in autumn to 
avoid the summer haze that hangs | 
over the canyon. 

Richard Dix and James Craig will 
head the cast, with Bert Gilroy pro- 
ducing. 





SENATOR BALL’S KUDOS 





Minnesota Solon Salutes Films’ Part 


| 


tage eh cle “i , ; ? : oe: . I. ad, ‘OT Va Os 


| 
Minneapolis, 
Northwest 


Sept. 8 


Addressing Allied in 


| convention here, U. S. Senator Jo- | 





Minnesota 
out ‘Mrs. Miniver,’ ‘The Invaders’ | 
and ‘This Above All’ for lavish 
praise. He declared such pictures 
exercise a great influence on morale 

A movie fan himself, Senator Ball 
said he believed ‘the screen-a more 


Ball of singled 


seph H. 


| powerful medium for shaping public 
} opinion and thought than newspapers 
|or radio.’ 


While the federal govern- 


ment actually ‘had considered taking 

|} over the industry for the war's dura- 
tion,’ the fact that it has been doing 
its part so well in the war effort 
will forestall such action, in his 
opinion. 





Metro Episoding, Too 





Hollywood, Sept. 8 

Metro is joining the episode cycle 
with a 10-part picture, ‘Now We Are 
1,’ which calls for the services of 
numerous writers and directors. 

Edgar Allan Woolf has checked in 
to start a scripting job on the first | 
chapter. 





R. D. HUSSEY TURNS AGENT 
Hollywood, Sept. 8 
Robert D. Hussey, who organized 
the Paramount studio radio depart- 
ment four years ago, checks off the 
lot Sept. 15 to join the Frank 
Vincent agency as an associate. 
In his new post he will handle the 
agency’s radio clients. Paramount 
has not yet named his successor 


| are 


| scales 


Importance of Settling Disputes 
Through UMPI Stressed as Being 
Bigger Issue Than Method of Sales 





‘Lady in Dark’ for Leisen 


Holiywood, Sept. 8. 

Paramount handed Mitchell Leisen 
the director chore on its screen ver- 
sion of the Broadway musical, ‘Lady 
in the Dark.’ 

Picture rolls midway in October, 
with Ginger Rogers and Ray Mil- 
land co-starring. 


Billy Mitchell, 
Even in Death, In 


Midst of Battle 











General William Mitchell, 
center of controversy during his 
lifetime as chief of the Army Air 
Force, is in the middle of a Holly- 
wood controversy long after his 
death. There are numerous biog- 
raphies aimed at film production, 


and there is unpublished word from 
Washington that ‘Billy Mitchell’ or 
any other story dealing with the 
general’s career and courtmartial, 
will not be made into a motion pic- 
ture, at least while the war is on. 
The general’s sister, Ruth Mitchell, 
who was interned for months by the 


| Nazis in Europe, has written a story 


of his life, and Metro is understood 
to have offered $60,000 for it. Emile 
Gauvreau, former editor of the N. Y. 
Mirror, and Lester Cohen, have 
turned out a _ book titled ‘Billy 
Mitchell, Founder of Our Air Force 
and Prophet Without Honor,’ with a 


| price of $175,000 for the film rights. 


Meanwhile Samuel Bronston, in- 
dependent producer, has announced 
the early filming for Columbia re- 
lease of ‘Billy Mitchell’ based on a 
biography by Isaac Don Levine. 


WB to Hand-Pick Early 
‘Dandy’ Dates to Avoid 
Milking on Gen’! Release 





In order to avoid so-called milk- 


ing of the picture, thereby protect- 


|} ing runs when it comes back on gen- 
giving | 


ce? “bpp yoy te : os Oe ai att Ep, ty” re ‘ 
Bee moLeiiation ma Ane, C722 EY 


al release, Warner Bros. is 
th:oughout the country where ‘Yau- 
kec Doodle play 


plans 


will 


Dandy’ 


creased admission policy. 


‘Dandy’ is being made available 


| at this time only on percentage and 


a> minimum admission scales which 
higher than those regularly in 
existence, same as was done with 
‘Sergeant York.’ ‘York’ played close 

1000 engagements at the uppea 
with result, in some _ in- 
when it came back on estab- 


stances, 


lished admissions it had previously 
| played to such a large number of 
local customers that its boxoffice 
yossibilities had been greatly di- 
minished 
In New York, for instance, ‘York’ 
had played the Astor and Holly- 
wood at advanced scale then the 
| Strand and finally the entire RKO 
‘ircuit, plus mumerous subsequent 
runs, all at increased prices. Con- 
seouence was that when it was 
brought back to the Strand this 


summer, it fizzled, and the RKO cir- 
cuit, realizing what had been taken 
out of the picture last year, coupled 
it on duals with ‘Gold Rush.’ 


French Sabotage Story 


Is Marcus’ Ist for Fox | 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 
First producer chore for Lee Mar- 
cus under his new contract at 20th- 
Fox is ‘French Underground,’ a tale 
xf sabotage against the Nazis in oc- 


'cupied France. 


Story is being developed into 
screenplay by Frank Gruber for late 
tall production, 


the 


+ 
v 
| 
} 


Protagonists of unity who ‘favor 
|retention of the United Motion Pic- 
ture Industry as an organization, and 
are pressing for support of it in 
maintaining a strongly-welded front 
among distributors and exhibitors, 
are now stressing the point that the 
sales formula under the UMPI plan 
was of relatively minor importance 
anyway. 

Stand taken by important leaders, 
who want to keep UMPI on the 
map, is that regardless of UMPI or 
the Department of Justice, there will 
always be some system of selling in 
vogue that will not vary markedly 
among the companies, especially 
those which are under the decree. 
At the same time, those outside of 
the decree, will probably always sell 
in a similar manner, which now is 
a year’s block at a time. 

Because there will always be sell- 
ing, UMPI supporters point out that 
there will always be arguments and 
that when the vast number of con- 
tracts written each year is taken 
into consideration, the importance of 
the disputes rather than the method 
of sales assumes tremendous im- 
portance. 

With this thought in mind, it is 
felt that UMPI should be kept alive 
because it is the ideal medium 
through which conciliation machin- 
ery may be operated for the bene- 
fit of both distributor and exhibi- 
tor. It also is the organization 
through which amendments to the 
present arbitration system, several of 
which have been proposed and dis- 
cussed, may be put into force. 

More Important Issue 

It’s held in industry circles that 
more important than the mode of 
selling itself has become the settle- 
ment of controversies inexpensively, 
equitably and speedily. About this 
phase of the UMPI plan Thurman 
Arnold, assistant attorney general, 
made no mention in his decision at- 
tacking the sales formula. 

Plan included machinery for the 
adjustment of individual as well as 
territorial disputes, a vital necessity 
right now, in the opinion particular- 
ly of distribs, who are being forced 
to make many film rental adjust- 
ments due to changed conditions 
caused by war. 

Regardless of the nature of the 
controversy, however, it is noted 
that conciliation would mean more 





efficient industry operation and less 
yi .ytior In this cornectior, with 


WB | step, it is added that if the dispute 
ns to pursue a policy of hand-| hip still has arbitration available to 
picking dates at present under an in- | 


cannot be reconciled, then the ex- 


him although until amendments are 
made arbitration as presently set up 
is not desirable. As worked out un- 
der the decree and administered, it 
is claimed that it has not operated 
to the best benefit of the industry, 
especially in certain territories. 





|on UMPI 


Aside from unity itself, concilia- 
tion, arbitration and recent forma- 
tion of UMPI tax committees in all 


the states, UMPI still includes the 
policing on shorts to prevent forc- 


ing of them on feature deals 
William F. Rodgers 
and is chairman 


who pioneered 
of the 


| committee of the whole, has not set 


'a date 


| discuss the fate of UMPI but is 





a!ager of 20th-Fox. 


| 


| 


for meeting of this commit- 
s oo 

the exhib subcommittee to 

ex- 


tee and 
before Oct. 1. 

Meantime, Rodgers is canvassing 
leaders on the matter. Among other 
things, he is discussing UMPI with 
the other distributors since if RKO, 
Paramount, Warners and 20th-Fox 
do not want to come along with 
Metro and Rodgers it may have to 
fold. This includes Par and War- 
ners on conciliation. They did not 
agree to that section of the UMPI 
plan but believed all along that they 
ultimately would threw their’ sup- 
port to a suitable conciliation sys- 
tem. 


Rodgers is delayed on the distribu- 
tor stance, among other things, due 
to the absence from New York of 
Tom Connors, genera! sales man- 
Rodgers himself 
was away when Arnold killed the 
UMPI sales plan. 


pected to hold it 
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‘Pied Piper’ Bangup $57,000 in Five 
L. A. Houses: Cab Calloway Bolsters 
‘Eyes’ to Record 256, Inn’ 336 in 2d .."*:.".: 


Los Angeles, Sept. 8 
Town overrun 
th> holiday 


with snenders over 


weekend and coupled 


with perfect weather gave most 
housc: the best trade they've had 
in weeks. Coin also is plentiful be- 
caise service men get paid along 


about this time. 

‘Pied Piper’ is 
sock $57.000 at 
day-date 

idividual topper is the Orpheum 
soaring to a new record at $25,000, 
most of which can be credited to 
Cab Calloway band. On screen is 
‘Through Different Eyes.” ‘Yankee 
Doodle Dandy’ is still in high favor 
at the Warner houses, posting a slick 
Aenea in the fourth week at the 
owntown and Hollywood. ‘Holi- 
dav Inn’ is strong in its second sesh 
at the two Paramounts with a com- 
bined total of $33,000. 

The State and Chinese 
accounted for $32,000 of the ‘Pied 
Piper’ five-theatre take. ‘Pride of 
Yankees’ is holding up well in its 
third session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 33- 
44-55-65-75)—‘Miniver’ (M-G) (jth 
wk). Heading for strong $6,590 aided 
by holiday weekend, after bagging 
same comfortable figure in sixth 
etanza. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 33- 
4‘-55-65-75 )—‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and 
‘Haunting We'll ‘ro’ (20th). Nice 
© >,000. Last week, ‘Orchestra Wives’ 
(20th) and ‘Postman Didn’t Ring’ 
(20th), okay $10,700 in six days. 


getting getting a 
five houses, playing 


theatres 


Downtown (WB) (1,800: 33-44-55- | 


6F-75)—Yankee Doodle’ (WB) (4th 
wk). Still pulling strong and roll- 
ing toward dandy $15,000. Last week, 
ditto. 


Feur Star (UA-WC) (900: 33-44- 
55-65-75)—‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and | 
“Haunting We'll Go’ (20th). Every- 


body happy with $6,000 in prospect. 
Last week, ‘Tales Manhattan’ (20th) 
(4th wk), limp $3,300. 

Tawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-65- 
75)—‘Parachute Nurse’ (Col) and 
‘Soy Ship’ (WB). Will get smooth 
$3,500 in six-day week. Last week, 


‘Lady in Distress’ (Almo) and ‘Es- 
cape From Crime’ (WB), (2d wk), 
fzded to $1,700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 33-44-55- 


65-75) —‘Yankee Doodle’ (WB) (4th 
w ). Plenty of wallop left as $12,- 
000 attests. Last week, smart $13,000. 

Orpheum (Downtown) (2,200: 33- 
44-55-65) — ‘Thru Different Eyes’ 
(20th) with Cab Calloway 
unit on stage. Solo pic this week 
but Calloway the main draw at 
$25,000, new mark under present 
policy. Last week, ‘Men Texas’ (U) 
and ‘Friendly Enemies’ (UA) (2d 


stage, modest $15,000. 
Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 

75)—'Pride of Yankees’ 

wk) and ‘Spitfire’s 


44-55-65- 
(RKO) (3d 
Elephant’ (RKO) 


ute’ (U) over $10,000. 





bills 


helping even the 





+) Inn 








| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





| 


band | 


| from ‘Variety’ correspondents in 


Paramount (F&M) (3.596: 33-44- 
§5-65-75)—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and 
‘Live on Danger’ (Par) (2d wk) 
Bang-up $20,000 assured after fine | 
$24.000 last week. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
(1.409; 44-55-65-75) — ‘Holiday Inn’ 
(Par). Strong $13,000 coming up| 
after first week’s $15,500 


"KO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.872: 33- 


| ‘Somewhere I'll Find You’ (M-G), 


44.55-65)—‘Pride of Yankees” (RKO) | 
(3d wk) and ‘Mexican Spitfire’s 
Elephant’ (RKO) (ist wk) Oke 
$16,500. Last week. ‘Yankees’ (RKO) 
(2d wk) and ‘One Born Every Min- 
utc’ (U) (1st wk). fair $13.500 

State (Loew-WC) (2.204: 33-44-55- 
6° -75)—'Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘A- 
H: unting Well Go’ (20th) Nice 
$19 000. Last week ‘Orchestra 
W ves’ (20th) and ‘Postman Didn't 
Ring’ (20th). healthy $18.700 


UA (UA-WC) 
-— ‘Pied Piper’ 
We'll Go’ 


(2.100: 33-44-55-65) 
(20th) and ‘Hau 
(20th) Fine $9.00( in 


Tine 


prospect. Last week, ‘Jackass Mail’ 
(M-G) (lst week) and ‘Footlight 
Serenade’ (20th) (2d wk). mild 
$5.500. 

“Vilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 33-44-55- 
65)—Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘A- 
Haunting We'll Go’ (20th). Stout 


$10,000. 
nade’ (20th) and ‘Whispering Ghosts’ 
(20th) slim $4.200. 





Texas Rangers Series 
Hollywood. Sept. 8. 

Group of six westerns tagged ‘The 
Texas Rangers’ will replace the 
‘Frontier Marshal’ series on the 
1942-43 program for Producers Re- 
leasing Corp. 

Filming of the new series starts 
early next month with Dave 
O’Brien and Jim Newhill teamed 
in the top spots. 


new 


Broadway Grosses | acu 





‘Holiday Inn’ $15,000, 
Seattle’s Pacemaker; 
‘Talk of Town’ 86 in 2d 


Seattle, Sept. 8. 
on Seattle’s Rialto 
holiday crowds are | 
holdovers. 
Paramount 
leading the town with great $15,000, | 


Squadron’ continues 


Frisco Hits Jackpot; Sarong’ to New 
Record, $19,500, Tn, ‘Piper’ 236 Each 








Key City Grosses 


‘Holiday | 


| 
attraction, 1S} * 
‘e | Estimated Total Gross 
This Week. 
(Based on 25 citles, 





$2,532,100 
155 thea- 


strong 





‘after smash opening week figure, + of) wf ns, mcrudin 
which equals this week’s take on ig chiefly first runs, 9 
Estimated Total Gross ‘Inn eee 


This Week .... $524,200 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year. $405,300 
(Based on 14 theatres) 


Palomar is 


attracuions 


sponsible 
I 


stage 














Blue Mouse 


wk), nifty $2,900. 
Fifth Avenue 
58) ‘Pied 


—Talk of 
Single bill 





Washington, Sept. 8 
Clark Gable-Lana Turner combo 
is torrid at the Palace currently, and 
town’s topper. 
Estimates for This Week 


‘Miniver’ (M-G) 
$3,800 in six 


going to 65c 
Saturday, Sunday and holidays, and 
other theatres may follow, although 
here 
for the price tilting. 

Estimates for This Week 

(Hamrick-Evergreen ) 


(H-E) 


Piper’ 


| ‘Through Different Eyes’ (20th) (2d 

wk). Good $5,800 in five days. 

ii rong as e | week, this pair, good $9,200. 

Liberty «J & wvwH) 
Town’ 
means 
Grand $8,000 for second stanza. 
week, same opus. fine $10,600. 
Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-58)— 
(8th 
days, 


sion of great run. Last week, $4,500. 


top for Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year..... $1,902,100 


(Based on 28 cities, 189 theatres) 


‘Street Plus 


may be re- 








| syte ] (800; 30-40-58 )—‘Pardon Sarong’ (U) 
0 e { and ‘No Hands Clock’ (Par) (3d 
in ll y wk). Moved from Paramount the- . - 
atre for extended run. Great $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Footlight Serenade’ e FWIS 
6 (0 L d r (20th) and ‘Little Toyko’ (20th) (3d 


(2,349: 30-40- 
(20th) and 


Last 





(1.650: 30-40-58) 


(Col) (2d wk). 
rapid turnover. Cleveland, Sept. 8. 
Last Favorable holiday conditions are 


giving all boxoffices a strong tilt 
this week. ‘Somewhere I'll Find 
You’ is smackeroo, at $20,000 in the 
State. ‘Big Street’ and Ted Lewis 


wk). Nice 
making conclu- 


Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 30-40- P see: ini oo . 
Capitel (Loew) (3.434: 28-39-44-66) | 58)—'Re ap Wild Wind’ (Par) and band are gv Ing ee guage another 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) with | ‘Fly by Night’ (Par) (2d wk). Big healthy week. ‘Pride of Yankees 


vaudeville headed by Jay C. Flippen. 
Stout $24,000. Last week, ‘Cross- Orpheum 
roads’ (M-G) with vaudeville head- | —‘Eagle 


: | Dis . 
ed by Larry Adler, booming 25.000. | Plenty of 
. ‘ ito an immense 





: Be a . Still showing power, probably $4,000, 
Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-55)— | came pix. wonderful $15,000. after $5.500 last reba 
‘Mrs. Miniver.’ At increased scale | Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-40 |“. 7" sent cag 
will do a thumping $12,000. Last | 58-65) — “40-000 Horsemen’ (Indie) Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-40-45- 
seine 5 ere meee _..| Plus vaude. Dandy $9,300. Last |55)—‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB). Oke | 
week, ‘This Above All, (20th) fair cart” Ate > Tha <a 
. week, ‘Marry Boss’ Daughter’ (20th), | $13,000 in view. Last week, ‘Mag- 
$5,500. with Ina Ray Hutton band on stage, |" ..” bah ee: ia rA). « 
Earle (WB) (2.210: 28-39-44-66)— | moderate at $8.800. This house goes | ™fcent Ambersons’ (RKO), so-so 


‘Across Pacific’ (WB) 
ville. First-rate $18,500. 


with vaude- 


holidays 
Last week, : 


Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44 )— 


‘Talk of Town’ (Col). Hefty $8,500. | May t (Par k 
Last week, ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par), $7,- | ° OF cage a : 
500 | (M-G) and 10 
. ; (2d run) $3,100. 
Palace (Loew) (2,242: 28-55)— | 


‘Somewhere Find You’ (M-G). Just | 30)—‘Ship 


behind ‘Miniver’ for a_ walloping | ceny. Inc’ (WB) 
$26,000. Last week, ‘Mrs. Miniver’| 800. Last week 
(M-G) (3d wk), lusty $19,900. Moved | and ‘Male Animal’ 
because product was piling up. | $3,600 


$3,900 in five days. 
two, very good $6,600. 
(H-E) 
Squadron’ 
momentum 
$9,000. 


to 65c top on Saturday, Sunday and 


Paramount (H-E) (3.039; 30-40-58) 


‘Cardboard Lover’ 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
Ahoy’ 


Last week, same | is going big on fifth stanza at Allen. 
Estimates for This Week 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 35-40-45-55)— 


‘Pride Yankees’ (RKO) (5th wk). 


(2,600; 30-40-58) 
(U) (2d wk). 
to carry this 
Last week, 





$10,200. 
Palace 


(RKO) (3.700: 


satisfactory. 
(M-G) and ‘True ; eo, 


2d run). Oke $3.- State (Loew's) (3,450; 35-40-45-55) 
A ent . = —Somewhere I'll Find You’ (M-G). 
Gentlemen’ (20th) | Despite critics. swell $20,000 or near. 


Last week, ‘Holiday Inn’ 
spurted to tuneful $19,000 


(Par) 





(M-G) and ‘Lar- Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 35-40-45- 
(3d run). Big $3,- |55)—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) (2d wk). 
‘Fantasia’ (RKO)| This moveover booming to a great 

(WB) (3d run), | $12,000, and definite h.o. Last week, 


| ‘Annie Rooney’ (UA), sad $4,000. 





NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


runs) and Bowes’ All-Girl Revue on | 





Labor Dav 


K) and “Spit . Weekend Booms Biz—‘Holiday Inn,’ Gable- 
POODLE DY”: 18) PINT ee Se yoeM.- 6 essai array beet ON Mm PIN AG® DEBS paws a wine 
laa Sad Gee See eres Be urner lToppers— Wake Island,’ *‘I . 


a 


ales’ Loom | ig 





This is Labor Day week, alway 
theatres, but this year busine 
is surprising exhibitors in 


S a great one in film 
ss on even mild pictures 
many key cities Reports 
kevs show 
mMOSt spots; 
‘Tales of Manhattan’ 
Sarong’ (U), ‘Across the 


Town’ (Col), ‘Wake Island’ 


principal 
‘Holiday Inn’ (Par), also appearing in the 


(20th), ‘Pardon My 
(WB), ‘Talk of the 


Pac ific’ 
(Par , 


‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) are 

tandouts presently ‘Yankee Doodle’ (WB) is con- 
tinuing its highly successful runs, principally in N,. Y, 
and Philadelphia, while several other films still re- 
main heity gr es 1 a te Ke ( r 

‘Inn’ is playing in ome 18 key spol covered by 
‘Variety,’ with business ranging from fine to sock. 
Bing Crosby-Fred Astaire musical is hitting a record 
$16,500 in Denver. It pacing Seattle at $15.000 and 
Cincinnati at $18,000, also best single attraction in Bos- 
ton, sock $30,000 Picture also is rate ockeroo $13.- 
000, Louisville; $23,000, San Francisco: $10.000. second 
| K. C. week; $25,000, Detroit: $53,000 in Chicago with 
vaudeville; $10,500, Indianapolis: $16,000. Baltimore: 


Last week. ‘Footlight Sere- | 


$13,300, Omaha: $33,000 in 
sesh, and $20,000, Buffalo. It hit a remarkable $60.000 
in its fifth week at N. Y. Paramount. Film also is a 
great moveover in Cleveland: ditto on opening Min- 
neapolis stanza, and a trim $14,000 fourth Newark 
week, 

‘Tll Find You,’ which did well the previous session, 
is hitting $52,500 in two Boston spots. Gable-Turner 
starrer is town-topper in St. Louis at $26,500. in Wash- 
ington at $26,000, in Louisville at $14,000. in Indian- 
apolis at $13,500, Baltimore at $19,000, and in Buffalo 
at $23,000. Film looks a nice $18.000 in Providence, 
great $16,000 in K. C., torrid $24,000 in Pittsburgh, 
smash $20,000 in Cleveland, terrific $32,000 in Chi, and 
excellent $40,000 for second N. Y. week. 

‘Tales of Manhattan,’ in Philadelphia, is pacing the 
town with a huge $42,000, may hit a record at $20.000 
in Pittsburgh, terrific $22,000 in its second Frisco 


two L. A. houses, second 





Stanza and nice in St. Louis. ‘Sarong’ is a smash 
$30,000 in N. Y. after a record first week, is leading 


Providence at sock $19,000, is huge in its second Mon- 
treal week, and establishing a record $19,500 in Frisco. 


‘Across the Pacific’ will reach best current mark at 


~ ene 


a4 


} 





2G in Cleve. 


| week, wham $22,000. 


| Stewarts’ (Col) (2d wk), $7,800 for 





| ‘Henry, 


‘fairs of Martha’ (M-G) (third week 


40-60-70 )— | 


tand ‘Drums Congo’ (U) (3d wk). 
| Holding up to $7,100. Last week, 
$8,500, below expectations. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 50-65)— 
‘Tales Manhattan’ (20th) and ‘Thru 
| Different Eyes’ (20th) . (2d wk). 
| Socko at $22,000 in second session. 


‘Talk of Town’ (Col) (2d wk), bang- | —‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and ‘Loves | Big Street’ (RKO) plus Ted Lewis 
up $19,000. | Edgar A. Poe’ (20th). Superb $15,-|orch. Excellent Labor Day week- 
Keith’s (RKO) (1.830: 40-50-65)— | 000. Last week, ‘Pardon Sarong (U) | end turnout; fine $22,000. Last 

‘ : aes : |} and ‘No Hands Clock’ (Par) (2d | ctanza ‘Men of Texas’ (Col) plus 

Eagle Squadron’ (U). Trim $8,500! wk). ve ry strong $7,900. | Fusion Ellington ore ‘$20,000 oa 

| after a smasheroo $12,000 opener. | Reesevelt (Sterling) (800; 23-40)— | Baan en ; 


| 
| 
| 


| way 


| 


the N. Y. Strand, where it is hitting a very big $55,000, | 


helped by a band. It is pacing Jersey City with a 
smash $20,000, good $22,000 in Philly, okay $18,500 in 
Washington, helped by vaude, and $15.000, Buffalo. 
‘Talk of Town’ coming through strongly previously, is 
terrific $115,000 in week at huge N. Y. 
Hall, $15,000 in $18.000 in Baltimore 


second 
Buffalo, 
vaude, big in its second 
Cincy moveover, 

‘Wake Island,’ re ported from only two spots 
ng up smash $50,000 in its N. Y. preem week, and is 
knockout $15,000 in ‘Pride’ (RKO), now 
mostly in extended runs, is fine in Cincy, great $18,000 
in fourth Boston stanza, wham week in Prev., 
sock $18,000 in fourth Frisco sesh with vaude. standout 
$25,000 on second Chi week, fine $25,000 in sixth N. Y. 
session, and nice third L. A. week. 

‘Pied Piper’ is trina $23,000 in Frisco. $26.000 in De- 
troit, stout $58,000 in fourth N. Y. sesh, great $16,000 
in Denver, where it broke opening day record, $9,500 
in Indianapolis, strong in second Portland week. and 
bangup $57,000 in five L. A. theatres day-date. ‘Bambi’ 
(RKO), thus far a bit spotty, rates average in Newark. 
big in Omaha, stout $14,000 in Denver for h.o.. meagre 
$10,000 in Jersey City, but nifty in K. C. ‘Eagle Squad- 
don’ (U} is topping Portland at $12,500, is trim in its 


s rack- 
Proy ide nce, 


second 


second Washington sesh, and big in second Seattle 
week. | ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) continues its record- 
smashing gait, but mostly in extended runs in the 
keys. 


‘Big Street’ (RKO), teamed with band, is lead- 
ing Cleveland with big $22,000. 

‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) shapes up nicely, being 
stout $24,000 in Washington with vaude, big in Denver 
and good in Pitt. ‘Joan of Ozark’ (Rep) is getting a 
sock $20,000 in Newark aided by band and p.a. of 
Judy Canova, star of film. ‘Pearl Harbor’ (Rep) is big 
at $24,000 in Chi assisted by vaude. ‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) 


is chalking up a big $23,000 in Newark and very strong 
$17,000 in Balto. 


| 25-30-38-40-55) 
| You’ 


Music | 
with | 


Seattle session, and ditto on 


/on Market St.), $7,000, big. 


‘Talk of Town’ $18,000 


the holiday take into pea 

around. All entries are bigger than 
DH OVS with ort tanding action re- } 
Fed’ 


San Francisco, Sept. 8. 

With the Labor Day holiday and 
an influx of hit pictures hypoing 
grosses, San Francisco first-runs are 
doing jackpot’ business ‘Holiday 
Inn’ is torrid at the Paramount. At- 
tendance records are being toppled 
by ‘Pardon My Sarong’ at the 
Orpheum. ‘Pied Piper’ is packing 
"em in at the Fox. The second week 
of ‘Tales of Manhattan,’ at the War- 
field, also is terrific. The fourth 
week of ‘Pride of the Yankees’ also 
is hefty at the Golden Gate. 


Estimates for This Week 





Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘Little 
Tokyo’ (20th). Bringing in trim 
$23,000. Last week, ‘Footlight Ser- 
enade’ (20th) and ‘Henry, Dizzy’ 
(Par), $23,000, socko. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 44-55- 
75)—‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) (4th 
wk) and stage show (2d wk). This 
one is going to a tremendous $18,000 
for fourth and final stanza. Last 


Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
45-55)—‘Pardon Sarong’ (U) and 
‘Sherlock Holmes, Voice of Terror’ 
(U). Smashing all attendance rec- 
ords at $19,500. Last week, ‘Flight 
Lieutenant’ (Coj) and ‘Meet 


five days. 


Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 50-65) 
—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and ‘Dr. 
Broadway’ (Par). At increased 


prices, ‘Inn’ is doing a smash $23,000, 
Last week, ‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G) 
pop prices, $14,000, good. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and 
Dizzy’ (Par) (moveover). 
Clicking to tune of $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘Af- 


(UA-Blumenfeld) 
‘Lady in Jam’ (U) 


United Artists 
(1,100: 35-40-55) 


Last week, $28,000, terrific. 


Tivoli (Blumenfeld) (1,590; 35-40- ‘ 
55)—Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) and 
‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col) (moveover 


after two weeks at Orpheum). Only 
$1,700. Last week, ‘All Kissed Bride’ 
(Col) and ‘Close Call Ellery Queen 
(Col) (second week of moveover), 
sad $1,900. 


In Balto; ‘Inn’ Hot 166, 
‘Find You’ Torrid 196 


Sept. 8 
pushing 


Baltimore, 
product is 


k figures all 


Extra-strong 





Xs pee ne ee 
portea§ {ul WOiic Wied ME BALD Bor 
You, at Loew's Century, and “The 
Talk of the Town, at the combo 
Hipp. Oversized Stanley, attracting 
considerable trade for ‘Gay Sisters, 
and ‘Holiday Inn,’ at Keith’s, is also 
above house average. It’s 
boomtime in Baltimore. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 

‘Somewhere’ Find 


(M-G). Extra holiday doings 





|figured to push total into rousing 

$19.000. Last week, ‘Tish’ (M-G), 

fairly good $10,800. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; } 

17-25-28-38-44-55-66 ) ‘Tale of i 

Town’ (Col) plus vaude headed by 

Larry Adler Potent $18,000 ana 

sure h.o. Last week, ‘Pride Yankees’ | 

(RKO) (3d wk), brought three-week } 

grand total to $52,700, upped price i 

lseale and initial $1.10 reserved seat 

|preem helping to swell the count. 
Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 

| 28-35-40-55) — ‘Holiday Inn’ (Par). 





‘run in downstairs Century. 


| Smash $16,000 or better. 
'‘Big Shot’ (WB), surprised at okay 


| $12,600. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)— 
‘Tombstone’ (Par) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing nicely at $4,500 after $5,300 last 
week. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—'Pier Piper’ (20th). All-right 


Last week, 


at $7,000, a nice for seating capacity 
here. Last week, ‘Footlight Sere- 
nade’ (20th) (3d wk), grand $16,100 
total for three-week run. 

Stanley (WB) (3,286; 17-28-40-55) 
—‘Gay Sisters’ (WB). Very strong 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Wings ry 
(WB) (2d wk), very solid $10,800 
after fine $16,300 initial sesh. 1 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,450; 17- 
28-44-55) — ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) 
(moveover) (2d wk)—still holding 
nicely at $4,000 after good $5,800, 
nice going after previous four-week 
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Holiday Inn’-Vaude Socko $53,000 
Chicago's Leader; ‘Somewhere’ 32G, 
Blackstone Helps Harbor’ to 6 





Chicago, Sept. 8. 
Holiday weekend in Chicago was a 


big one and whole week looks socko 
as a result. Town is packed with 
visitors. 


‘Pride of the Yankees’ at the Pal- 
ace is big at $25,000 in its second 
session. ‘Holiday Inn’ with vaude- 
ville is getting a sock $53,000 or bet- 
ter at the Chicago. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—'Married an Angel’ (M-G). Good 
$8.500 currently. Last week, ‘Card- 
b ard Lover’ (M-G), sad $4,100. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and vaude. Sock 
$53.000. Last week, ‘Footlight Sere- 
nade’ (20th) plus Claude Thornhill 
band, $48.200. 

Garrick (B&K) 
—Footlight 
‘Through 


(900; 35-55-65-75) 

Serenade’ (20th) and 
Different Eyes’ (M-G). 
Good $7.000. Last week, ‘Wings for 
Eagle’ (WB) and ‘Dr. Broadway’ 
(Par), okay $6,700. 


Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55)—‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ 
(Rep) plus Blackstone the Magician 
and Borah Minnevitch combo. Sock 
$24,000, with draw due principally to 
Blackstone. Last week, ‘Grand Cen- 
tral Murder’ (M-G) plus Vaughn 
Monroe band, great $24,900. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
-——‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Wonderful $25,000, Last week, ter- 
rific $28,800. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Maisie Gets’ Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Little Tokyo’ (20th). Strong in sec- 
ond week at $7,000. Opening weex, 
$8,100. 

(2,700; 35-55- 


State-Lake (B&K) 


65-75)—‘Soinewhere I'll Find You’ 
(M-G). Terrific $32.000. Last week, 
‘This Above All’ (20th), fair $12,600. 


United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—Eighth week of ‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ (M-G). Excellent $16,000, 
holiday attendance helping consider- 
ably. Last week (7th) $15,300. 
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Providence, Sept. 8. 

With the Labor Day weekend to 
give an additional boost, all houses 
are soaring. ‘Pride of the Yankees’ 
is in its fourth big week at RKO 
Albee. ‘Pardon My Sarong,’ at Ma- 
jestic, is leading the field, followed 
by ‘Somewhere I'll Find You’ at 
Loew's State, and ‘Wake Island’ at 
~ strand theatre. 

Estimates for This week 
Albee (RKO) (2,300; 35-50-65)— 


@ Vantaed’? (BW) 









ALLL ULO 4 

(2d wk) Last we ek 

(3d), hefty 
Carlton 

50 )- 

‘Grand 


Zowie $8,000. 
$9,000. 
(Fay-Loew) (1,400; 
‘Panama Hattie’ (M-G) and 
Central Murder’ (M-G) (2d 
run). Healthy $3,500. Last week, 
‘Talk of Town’ (Col) and ‘Blondie 
Victory’ (Col) (2d run), good $3,000. 
Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-39-50)— 
‘Give Out Sisters’ (U) and vaude. 
Keeping pace for nifty $7,800. Last 


30-40- 


week, ‘Call of Canyon’ (Rep) and 
vaude, big $7,200. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 30-40-50)— 
‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U) and ‘Ber- 
lin Correspondent’ (20th). Sock $19,- 
000. top biz in town. Last week, 
‘Wings Eagle (WB) and ‘Escape | 
Crime’ (WB), nice $14,000, 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 55)— 
‘Shut My Big Mouth’ (Col) plus 
Jackie Cooper and Stan Kenton or- | 
chestra on stage. Good $7,500 for | 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday. Last 
week, ‘Rubber Racketeers’ (Mono) 
plus Andrews Sisters and Will Os- 
borne band, big $10,000 in three days. | 

State (Loew) (3,200; 30-40-50)— | 


‘Somewhere Find You’ (M-G). Not 
too strong but the Gable draw will 
carry it to nice $18,000. Last week. 
‘Panama Hattie’ (M-G) and ‘Grand 
Central Murder’ (M-G) nifty $18,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Wake Island’ (Par) and ‘Alias Bos- 
ton Blackie’ (Col). Packing a solid 
punch for knockout $15,000 for com- 
paratively small house. Last week, 
‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par) and ‘Joan 
Ozark’ (Rep), trim $7,000. 


‘Tales’ Fine $6,000, Ace 


Film in Robust Lincoln 


Lincoin; Sept. 8 
Theatre biz is going at top speed 
the week prior to the state fair. 
Estimates for This Week 


_ Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- 
5903: 10-30-44)—'Tales of Manhattan’ 
(20th). Fine $6.000. wav above av- 


th vrte} is 


erage 


236; 


‘Tal 
and 
Penn, 
may 
scale. 


enade’ 


looki: 


week 
‘Pied 


b.o. 
000. 


here 
fair 
ver’ 
$6,500 


—Bik 


(5) w 


Harri 
three 


will 





Wives’ 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) 
10-20-28 )—* 
and ‘Drums Congo’ 


business 


Harris (Harris) 
‘Tales 


starrer. 


getting them, 


Penn 
55 )-——"* 
Gable-Turner combo dynamic 


(WB), 
Ritz 
Sister 


$2,700. 


Senator 


‘Little 
pushed 


had moved here afier 


Doubtful if 


here. 
(20th), $4,600. 

(1.- 
(M-G) 
Okay $1.- 


Born to Sing’ 
(U). 


100. Last week, ‘After Mein Kampf’ 
(Indie) and ‘Almost Married’ (20th), 
ditto. 

State (Noble-Federer) (986; 10-25. 
30)—Call of Canyon’ (Rep) and 
‘Lady Louisiana’ (Rep). Trim $1,- 
300. Last week. ‘Annie Rooney’ 
(UA) and ‘Dudes Pretty People’ | 
(UA), $1,100. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1.859: 
10-30-44)—Across Pacific’ (WB). 
Bogari still popular, $3.800. Last 
week, ‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G), 
$3,200. 

Varsity ‘(Noble-Federer) (1,100: 
10-30-44 )—‘Talk of Town’ (Col). Big 
hit at $4,500. Last week, ‘Pride of 
Yankees’ (RKO), $4,500. 


TALES’ GIANT 


206 IN PITT. 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 8. 
es of Manhattan,’ at the Harris. 
‘Somewhere I'll Find You,’ at 

are pacing the city. ‘Tales’ 
set a new record at upped 
‘Find You’ is getting the top 
in town. ‘Footlight Ser- 
is suffering from strong op- 


position all over town. 


Estimates for This Week 


(2,200: 35-50-65)— 

(20th). House 
1g for a new record on this big 
That name _ barrage is 
giant $20,000. Three- 
run seems likely. Last week. 
Piper’ (20th) (2d wk), $7.000. 
(Loew’s-UA) (3.300: 30-40- 
Somewhere Find You’ (M-G). 
at the 
Headed for an explosive $24.- 
Last week, ‘Wings for Eagle’ 
all right $17,000. 

(WB) (800: 30-40-55)—‘Gay 
s’ (WB) (3d wk) Reached 
via Penn-Warner-Ritz route, 
Last week, ‘Mrs. Mini- 
(M-G) (6th wk), spectacular 
for this small-seater. 
(Harris) (1,750: 30-40-55) 
yndie for Victory’ (Col) and 
Tokyo’ (20th) Twinner 
in at last minute Saturday 
hen ‘Pied Piper’ (20th), which 
two weeks at 
get started well. In 
‘Piper’ got around $1,300 
‘Blondie’ and ‘Tokyo’ 
that in four. including a 


,o lw 
i 


Manhattan’ 


s. didn't 
days. 


do 






~e 





a - ~ 
1 «(Coty anda reissue 


Squac of Road to 
Glory’ (20th). sad $2,100 
Stanley (WB) (3,800: 30-44-55-66) 
‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) and Three 
Stooges and Lou Breese band. Nice 
$23,500 Last week, ‘Jackass Mail,’ 
(M-G) plus Dick Jurgens band, $22,- 


Berlin 


Last week, ‘Orchestre 








Fulton (Shea) (1,700: 30-40-55)— 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th), Gen- 
erally liked and well received by } 
the press. Good $7,000. Last week, | 
‘Eagle Squadron’ (4th wk), (U), 
Okay $4,500. 











500. over expectations 

Warner (WB) (2.000: 30-40-55)— 
‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Moved here from the Penn and do- 
ing regulation $6.000 or better. Last 
week, ‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) also | 
moved from Penn, around $6,500 


| 44)—‘Footlight Serenade’ 


| ‘HOLIDAY’ CHEERS BPKLYN 


' 

Irving Sockeroo $30,000— 
‘Gay Sis’ 22G 
| | 
Brook! Sept. 8 
Snaring nearly all the biz in down- | 
| town seEcto Ove! t # Jui Day | 
| weekend is ‘Holiday In topping | 
dual bill at the Paramount Loew's ! 
Metropolitan in third week with | 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ also is till profitable } 
Estimates for This Week | 
Albee (RKO) (3.274: 30-40-50-55) | 
—Bambi’ (RKO) and ‘Berlin Cor- 
respondent’ (20th). Fairish $16,000. 
Last week. ‘Magnificent Ambersons’ 
(RKO) and ‘Give Out Sisters’ (VU), 

mediocre $14,000. 


Last 
Par 
50-55 





Still going along nicely. 


‘Agents 


Fox (Fabian) (4.023: 30-40-50-55) 
—Gay Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Night 
New Orleans’ (Par). Strong $22,000. 
Last week, ‘Priorities on Parade’ 
(Par) and Glenn Miller’s orchestra 
on stage, stout $30,000. 

Met’ (Loew's) (3,618: 30-40-50-55- 
65)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk). 


with $14,000. 
week, great $25,000. 


amount (Fabian) (4.126: 30-40- 
\—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and 
Meet Ellery Queen’ (Col). 


Plenty excitement at b.o. smash 
|} $30,000. Last week. ‘ All Kissed 
| Bride’ (Col) and ‘Atlantic Convoy 
"(Cal (9A wk) Okay $11 000 





First Runs On Broadway 





Week of Sept. 16 
Astor—‘Pride of the Yankees’ 
(RKO) (9th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 155 
Capitol—‘Somewhere I'll Find 
Yow’ (Metro) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 5) 
Criterion—‘Pardon My Sarong’ 
(U) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ 
Globe—‘Moscow Strikes 
(Artkino) (5th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 19) 
Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (16th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 
Music Hall—‘Talk of the Town’ 
(Col) (3d week). 


Aug. 5) 
Back’ 


(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 29) 

Paramount — ‘Holiday Inn’ 
(Par) (6th week). 

(Réviewed in ‘Variety’ June 17) 

Rialto—The World at War’ 
(M-G) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Sept. 2) 


Rivoli— ‘Wake Island’ (Par) 
(2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 12) 


Roxy — ‘Footlight Serenade’ 
(20th ). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 8) 
Strand—‘Across the Pacific’ 
(WB) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug 
Week of Sepi. 17 
Astor—‘Pride of the Yankees’ 
(RKO) (10th week). 
Capitol—‘Somewhere I'll Find 
You’ (Metro) (4th week). 
Globe—‘Moscow Strikes Back’ 
(Artkino) (6th week). 
Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (17th week). 
Music Hall—‘Talk of the Town’ 
(Col) (4th week). 
Paramount — ‘The Major and 
the Minor’ (Par) (16). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ 


19) 


Sept. 4) 


Rivoli — ‘Wake Island’ (Par) 
(3d week), 
Roxy — ‘Footlight Serenade’ 


(20th) (2d week). 
Strand — ‘Across 
(WB) (3d week). 


SOMEWHERE 
1346, INDPLS 


Indianapolis, Sept. 8. 
Loew's is setting the pace this 
holiday week with ‘Somewhere I'll 
Find You.’ Means a second week. 
‘Holiday Inn’ is not far behind for 
top business currently. 
Estimates for This Week 


the Pacific’ 








Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600: 28-33- 
44)— ‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘A- 
Haunting Will Go’ (20th). Combo 


of war film and comedy is getting 
healthy $9,500. Last week ‘Postman 
Doesn’t Ring’ (20th) and Tommy 


Dorsey band smash $26,000 at 30c- 
55c scale. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.200: 28- 
33-44) — ‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and 
‘Loves Edgar A. Poe’ (20th). Click- 
ing to tune of $10,500. Last week. 
‘Footlight Serena‘e’ (20th) and 






Keith’s (Ind) (1,200; 28-44)—‘Hello | 
Annapolis’ (Col) plus vaude. Strong 
$5,000 on usual four-day run ex- 
tended to five to include Labor 
Last week, ‘You’re Telling Me’ (U) 
with vaudeville, $3,806 in four days 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450: 28-33-44) 
—‘Somewhere I'll Find You’ (M-G). 


Sock $13,500 as a single feature to| 


top town. Last week ‘Jackass Mail’ 
(M-G) and ‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ 
(M-G), $9,900. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,850: 28-33- 
(20th) and 
‘Little Tokyo’ (20th). Still good for 
$4000 on moveover. Last week, 


‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and “‘Tomb- 





Day. | 


Labor Day Gives N. Y. Smash Biz; 


Pacific -Jurgens Big 556, ‘Talk 2d 
Wow $115,000, ‘Wake’ Crack 506 


The goose hangs high on Broad-| this week 


with the Labor Day weekend | and Palace 
Estimates for 


| way, 


bringing tremendous crowds into the | 


downtown area. Managers declare 


that it developed into one of the 
biggest weekends in many years. 
Estimates were that travel exceeded 
last year’s Labor Day by 75%, but 
‘with more out-of-townevs invading 
N. Y. than natives scramming out of 
it. Crowds included a large number 
of servicemen. 


Neighborhood theatres also did a 
nice weekend business, due, it is be- 
lieved, to the fact that more people 
stayed at home this year. Soldiers 
and sailors also sprinkled the resi- 
dential sections. 


All downtown houses boosted 
prices as much as the traffic would 
bear and put on extra shows, They 
also opened early, with the Music 
| Hall starting its shows at 8:30 a.m., 
| something rare for this house. On 
Sunday, a tremendous day in grosses, 
theatres did more than on Saturday 
(5), in spite of the fact they couldn't 
open until noon that day. Many of 
them started out on Sunday at in- 
creased prices. Among other things, 
the weather was favorable. 

Only four new shows, including 
‘Bambi’ on second-run at the Palace, 
came in for the Labor Day holiday, 
with other theatres relying on hold- 
overs to get the crowds. 

‘Across the Pacific,’ brought into 
the Strand Friday (4) with Dick 
Jurgens on the stage, was powerful 
over the weekend and should hit 
close to $55,000, mighty takings for 
this house. 

Another newcomer, ‘Wake Island,’ 
is also doing a riproaring business. 
On the first week, ended last night 
(Tuesday), the picture got $50,000 
| for the Rivoli, which it reopened 
| after a summer shutdown. Film re- 
| ceived good notices, as did ‘Pacific.’ 

Week's holdovers are led by the 
very strong ‘Talk of the Town’ at the 
| Music Hall. Now in its second 
| stanza. it will hit $115,000 or close, 
! 
| 





around the same as done by ‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ on its second. ‘Min’ also 
| had a holiday, the Fourth of July. 
Amazing strength continues to be 
shown by ‘Holiday Inn,’ which 
wound up its fifth sock week at the 
Paramount last night (Tuesday) at a 
cool $60,000. The Will Osborne or- 
chestra replaced Skinnay Ennis 
Wednesday (2).and remains with the 
picture for a sixth (final) lap. 
Roxy, which played to a standout 
trade Sunday, doing over $17,000 on 
the day, about all the theatre can 


do, got $58,000 on the concluding 
(4th) round with ‘Pied Piper,’ im- 
mense. House brings in ‘Footlight 


Serenade’ today (Wednesday). 
Holding up in outstanding fashion 
is the State show of ‘Miniver,’ sec- 
ond-run, and Ed Sullivan, plus the 
Harvest Moon dancers, The current 
(2d) canto should scale to $38,000 or 
thereabouts, excellent. On the first 
eeven daavs little 


the theatre got a 
(wih kes memset een re 


‘ ‘ Vt 


high of $50,317 scored by Eddie Can- 
tor and ‘It’s a Wonderful World’ over 
ithe July 4th week in 1939. 

| ‘Somewhere I'll Find You,’ on 
| holdover at the Capitol, maintains 
| fast pace at $40,000 or thereabouts 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 








on the second week. Very potent is 
‘Pardon My Sarong’ at the Criterion, 
which rounded out its second week 
last night (Tuesday) at $30,000. 
Opened during the past week, ‘The 
World at War,’ Government-made, is 
| doing well at the Rialto, where it 
| looks to $8,200 or better. Picture is 
| being distributed in this territory 
| by Metro. 
' Only new for 


sho Ws 


scheduled 





‘Holiday Inn’ Big $25,000, Detroit; 


Piper’ Hefty 266, ‘Miniver’ 136, sth 


Detroit, Sept 

Fresh product is showing ay in 
brisker biz. Labor Day holiday here 
found few Detroiters getting far 
from their defense jobs, with the}! 
theatres profiting by the curbing of 
vacation trips. 

Both the Michigan and Fox will be 
up there this week for the leader- 


ship, former with ‘Heliday Inn’ and 
‘Spy Ship,’ and the latter making 
it close with ‘Pied Piper’ and ‘Mag- 


nificent Dope.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 50-65)— 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and 
‘Agents Meet Ellery Queen’ (Col) 
First is a switch-over after a good 
week at the Fox with a freshene: 


added, fine $8,000. Last week, ‘Eagle 
Squadron’ (U) (3d wk) and “Hope 
Schuvler’ (0th). nifty ¢2.599 


“Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘Magnifi- 
Dope’ (20th). Healthy $26,000 
Last week, ‘Footlight Ser- 
‘Little Tokyo’ 


cent 
in sight. 
en (20th) and 
(20th), sock $27,600. 
| Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
| 50-65 )—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and ‘Spy 


| Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 50-65) 
| 
| 


ade’ 


Ship’ (WB). Big $25,000. Last week, 
‘Male Animal’ (WB) and Alvino Rey 
orchestra on stage, swell $43,000. 


| Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000: 50-65)—Take 
‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G). Fine 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Gay Sisters’ 
(WB) and ‘True to Army’ (Par) (3d 
wk), choice $11,000 on pair moved 
over from Michigan. 
United Artists (United Detroit) | 
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over $50,100, inches behind the alle 
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n 1939 

Strand (WB) (2.756: 35-55-75-85- 
99-$1.10)—Acro Pacific’ (WB) and 
Dick Jurgens band Off to a swift 
start and should hit $55,000, or near, 
extra big. Holds over. Last week, 
third for ‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) and 
Sammy Kaye, pushed to $43,500, 
terrific. 
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Tales’ Huge $42,000 Tops in Philly: 
Pacific’ 22G, Dandy’ 266 in 4th Wk. 


—_——_——— + 


- | 

Philadelphia, Sept. 8. | 

Biggest news of the week is the} 
unshuttering of the giant Mastbaum, | 


dark almost eight years. Crowds of 


| 
Philadelphians stood in line to get) 
inside the onetime showplace here | 
to gander at ‘Tales of Manhattan | 
hypoing the b.o. to a great $42,000, 
ai slightly tilted prices. . 

Most other filmers are riding high 
this Labor Day w eekend despite the 
opposish of three legit shows. The 
usual Labor Day exodus has sim- 
mered down to a comparative trickle 
this vear thanks to gas and tire ra- 
tioning, and the fact that most war 

lants are on a ‘pusiness-as-usual 

asis. 

*Aeroes the Pacific’ at the Fox and 
combo of ‘Pierre of the Plains and 
Horace Heidt are also in the chips 
along with holdovers of “Yankee 
Doodle Dandy,’ and ‘Mrs. Miniver, 
Jatter in sixth sesh. 

Estimates for This Week 

Idine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68-75) 
._ Sealand (M-G) (2d wk). Div- 
ing after initial week with $9,000 for 
this sesh: still okay. Opener was a 
sock $15,000 plus good $3,500 for 

nday Earle showing. 
ay oo (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57- 
68)-—’Take A Letter’ (Par) (2d run) 


(2d wk). Good $2,900. Last week, 
d $3,200. 

Onera (WB) (2,569; 75-$1.10)— 

‘yankee Doodle’ (WB) (4th wk). 


Still plenty solid with $26,000 for 
this Ph eng fro week, PASy $32,000. 
indup not yet in sight. 
hal mei (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
‘Pierre of Plains’ (M-G) with Horace 
Heidt orch. Swing crews still plenty 
hot with Heidt’s gang nailing down 
fine $30,000. Last week, ‘Men Texas 
(U). plus Paul Whiteman orch, oke 
$20.00. 

Fox (WB) (2,452; 35-46-57-68-75 )— 
*Across Pacific’ (WB). Good $22,000 
in addition to nice $3,000 on Sunday 
‘bonus’ showing at the Earle. Last 
week. ‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th), 
satisfactory $13,500 for holdover sesh. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Tish’ (M-G). Just about par $4,- 
000. Last week, ‘Friendly Enemies’ 
(UA), pallid $3,000. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220: 35-46-57-68 )— 





Satisfactory $5,000. Last week, ‘Mag- 
nificent Ambersons’ (RKO), slightly 
under $4,500 for second run. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,692; 46-57- 
75)—'Tales of Manhattan’ (20th). 
Terrific $42.000 for first week of new- 
ly reopened deluxer. About $22,000 
was taken in the first three days. 
‘Tales’ likely will hold for three 
weeks to be followed by ‘Pride of 
the Yankees’ (RKO). 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68- 
75)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (6th wk). 
Still going plenty strong at $15,500 
Last week, bright $17,000. Will hold- 
over at least one more semester. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Getting good play despite pans by 
crix, akoy $7,500 after potent $10,000 
last week 


‘Eagle Squadron’ High 
$12,500 in Stout Port. | 


Portland, Sept. 8. 

Despite holdovers in two theatres, 
Portland business is holding up 
strongly. Pacing the town is ‘Eagle 
Squadron,’ playing solo at the United 
Artists, where the total take likely 
will be terrific. ‘Pied Piper’ also is 
strong on its second session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,900; 35-40- 
50)—‘Annie Rooney’ (UA) and ‘Gen- 
tlemen After Dark’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Satisfactory $5,500. First week, 
great $8,500. 

Mayfair (‘(Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
800; 35-40-50 )—‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO) 
and ‘Spitfire Sees Ghost’ (RKO). 
Good $6.500. Last week, ‘Men of 
Texas’ (U) plus Polack Bros. circus 
on stage, hefty $9,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1.800; 35-40-50)—‘Flight Lieutenant’ 
(Col) and ‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par). 
Great $8,000. Last week, ‘Syncopa- 
tion’ (RKO) and ‘Little Tokyo, U. S. 
A.” (20th), six days of second week 
nice $6,100. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 
—‘Pied Piper’ (20th) (2d wk) and 
*Escape from Crime’ (WB) (1st wk). 
Strong $10,000. First week, with 
“Sweater Girl’ (Par), new mark for 
non-holiday week at terrific $13,800. 

United Artists (Parker) (900: 35- 


’ 
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Miniver’ up well in its third week 
at Loew’s 
Estimates for This Week 
(Loew's) (3,205: 30-35-40- 
Miniver’ (M-G) (3d 
stanza here, look- 
Last week (2d) | 


Loew's 
55-60)—Mrs 
wk). In its final 
ing for big $14,000. 
great $15,000. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-50-60- 
70)—‘Across Pacific’ (WB) and ‘Give 
Out. Sisters’ (U). Strong weekend 
biz helping this combo to powerful | 
$20,000. Last week, ‘Gay Sisters 
(WB) and ‘Spy Ship’ (WE) (both 2d 
wk), average $12,000. 

State (Skouras) (2,200; 30-35-55- 
60-70)—‘Bambi’ (RKO) and ‘Big 
Street’ (RKO). Getting big moppet 
afternoon trade, but evening biz is 
off; meagre $10,000. Last week, 
‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) (2d wk), sturdy 
$10,800. 


‘HOLIDAY INN 
136, L’VILLE 


Louisville, Sept. 8. 

Four big days coming together 
over the weekend is spelling bumper 
coin for all the downtown houses. 
More people on the main stem and 
sticking around town this Labor Day 
than in many years. Tire situation 
cut down heavily on the usual Labor 
Day trips out of town, but bus lines 
and railroads brought terrific crowds 
into the city. 

Loew’s, with ‘Somewhere [ll Find 
You,’ and Rialto, with ‘Holiday Inn,’ 
are raking in plenty of coin. Both 
houses are solo and turnover is 
faster than on dualers. ‘Pardon Sa- 
rong’ is still strong at the Brown 
for a second stanza and the third 
downtown week. Broke the sSsix- 
year record last week on the sec- 
ond downtown session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Pardon Sarong’ 
(U) and ‘Top Sergeant’ (U). Still | 
moving along at steady b.o. pace. 
with good $2,500 or near on third 
downtown week. Last week. same 
film took slick $4,500 on moveover 
from Rialto to break the six-year 
record for the house. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,250: 15-25) 
—‘Song Islands’ (20th) and ‘Ten 
Gentlemen from Point’ (20th). Fine 
$2.000. Last week, ‘Bugle Sounds’ 
(M-G) and ‘Take Lettér’ (Par). sat- | 
isfactory $1,800. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,300: 15- | 
25-40)—‘Somewhere Find You’ (M- | 
G). Booking as a single looks like a 
wise move. .Turnover is rapid. Ter- 
rific four-day ending Labor Day (7). 














Wham $14,000. Last week. ‘Cross- 
roads’ (M-G) and ‘Sunday Pun *h’ | 
(M-G), good $8,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 


15-30-40)—'Winegs for Eagle’ (W® 


nice $4,000. Last week. ‘Set. York’ | 
(WB) doing a quick return pared | 
ment, oke $3,500 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400: 5 
30-40 )\—'Holiday Inn’ thet y ona | 
Astaire and Bing Crosby are prime 
marquee names here, and Labor Day 
holiday is helping this to splendid 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Magnificent 
Ambersons’ (RKO) and ‘Spitfire’s 
Elephant’ (RKO), medium $7,500. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1 400: 
15-30-40 )—‘Tombstone’ (Par) ‘and 
Joan of Ozark’ (Rep). These two 
Pics are oke for action film fans 
on fine $5,000. Last week. ‘In- 
visible ent’ (U) ¢ ey ra 
emi ryt U) and ‘Timber (U), 


FIND YOU’ BIG $26,500, 
ST. LOUIS PACEMAKER 


St. Louis, Sept. 8. 
The heavy bally for mar bond | 
sales by flicker houses here, supple- 
mented by plenty of cuffo news- 
paper space, has upped grosses cur- 
rently. Loew’s, leading all houses 
in bond sales, also fs topping the 
town at the b.o. with ‘Somewhere 
I'll Find You.’ The runnerup will 
be ‘Orchestra Wives’ and ‘Are Hus- 
bands Necessary’ at the Fox. 
Estimates for This Week 


| way 


get nice $16,000 or better. Last 
week. ‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) 
and ‘Little Tokyo, U.S.A.’ (20th), 


swell $18,000. 

enue (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50) 
—Take Letter’ (Par) and ‘Footlight 
Serenade’ (20th). Moveover from 
the Fox and Ambassador, approx!- 
mately $6,500, above average. Last 


week. ‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘A- 
Haunting Will Go’ (20th), neat 
$8.000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40 )— 


‘Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Blue Horizon’ 
(Par). Oke $4,000. Last week, 


‘King Kong’ (RKO) and ‘Gunga Din’ | 


(RKO) (reissues) swell $6,500. 


Clark Gable Tops In 
K. C., Colossal $16,000; 
‘Bambi’ Nifty $9,000 


Kansas City, Sept. 8. 

Despite a rainy weekend it looks 
like a big sesSion here. All down- 
town houses except Newman, which 
is piling up nice total in its second 
week of ‘Holiday Inn,’ are starting 
with fresh product. ‘Somewhere Vl 
Find You’ is heading for a smash 
$16,000 at Midland. Tower is open- 
ing its new season with an enlarged 
orch and uSual vaude. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox-Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 11-35-50)— 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th). Nice 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Tales Manhat- 
tan’ (20th) (2d wk), fine $7,500, after 
terrific $11,000 first session. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 11-35-50) 
—Somewhere Find You’ (M-G). 
Combo of Gable and Turner should 
take house to a great $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Talk Town’ (Col) and ‘At- 
lantic Convoy’ (Col) (2d wk), okay 
$8,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- 
30-44)—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Astaire and Crosby pulling toward 
stout.$10,000 after sock $13,000 initial 
week. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
—Bambi’ (RKO) and ‘Highways by 
Night’ (RKO). Off to a sweet $9,- 
000. Last week, ‘Are Husbands Nec- 
essary’ (Par) and ‘Tombstone’ (Par), 
fair $5,500, 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,110; 11-30) 
—Joan of Ozark’ (Rep) and ‘Dr. 
Broadway’ (U) with vaude. Brisk 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Berlin Corre- 
spondent’ (20th) and ‘United We 
Stand’ (20th) with vaude, good $8,000. 


‘INN’ TERRIF $13,300 
IN OMAHA; ‘WIVES’ 136 


Omaha, Sept. 8. 

‘Holiday Inn’ at the 
teamed with ‘Grand Central Mur- 
der,’ is heading for a great $13,300, 
to top town. At the Orpheum, ‘Or- 














also big at Brandeis. Omaha had 
biggest Sunday-Monday in five 
years. 


Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500: 11- 
30-44)—‘Bambi’ (RKO) and 
by Night’ (RKO). Big $8,100 
Last week, “Talk of Town’ (Col) and 


Pa SNS ia aie? 38 mada bey “se pe pe 
xd $6,200 PrOSOP VAY, Six Guys, ota 


very goo 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 11-30- 
35-50)—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and 
‘Grand Central Murder’ (M-G). Ter- 
rific $13,300. Last week, ‘Jackass 
Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Sunday Punch’ 
(M-G), fair $7,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 11-30- 
35-50)—‘Orchestra Wives’ (20th) and 
‘Postman Didn't Ring’ (20th). Stout 
$13,000, which is big for straight pic- 
tures. Last week, ‘Broadway’ (U) 
plus ‘Funzafire’ on stage, modest 
$13,000 at 15-40-55-65. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,400; 11-20-30) 
—‘Vengeance of West’ (Col), ‘Hello 
Annapolis’ (Col), and ‘About Face’ 
(UA), triple split with ‘Deadly 
Game’ (Mono), ‘Angel With Broken 
Wings’ (Rep), and ‘Riding Sunset 
Trail’ (Mono), ‘Tuttles Tahiti’ 
(RKO), ‘Falcon Takes Over’ (RKO), 
with stage show on Saturday. Good 
$1,000. Last week, ‘Ghost Law’ 
(Mono), ‘Girl Alaska’ (Rep), ‘Para- 
chute Nurse’ (Col), triple split with 
‘Drums Desert’ (Mono), ‘Rags to 
Riches’ (Rep), and ‘Riding Cherokee 
Trail’ (Mono), ‘King Kong’ (RKO), 
and ‘Gunga Din’ (RKO), latter two 
reissues, more than $900. 


‘Holiday Inn’ $16,500 





New Mark in Denver 








Loew's (Loew) (3,172: 35-40-50)— 





40-50)—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U). Soar- 
ing to terrific $12,500. Last week. 
*Miniver’ (M-G) closed eighth week 
of record stay at nice $4,500. 


‘Pacific’ Giant $20,000, 


Leader in Jersey City 
Jersey City, Sept. 8. 

‘Across the Pacific’ is sturdy at the 

Stanley this week, Humphrey Bo- 

Rart starrer leading the town. ‘Mrs. 


| ‘Somewhere Ill Find You’ (M-G) | 
|}and shorts. Smash $26,500. Last | 
| week, ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘Meet 

Stewarts’ (UA) (2d wk), another 

good $10,500. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000: 30-40- 

50)—‘Tales of Manhattan’ (20th) and | 
‘Berlin Correspondent’ (20th). 


Last week, ‘Take a Letter’ (Par) and 
‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par), fair $11,000. 





Fox (F&M) (5.000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Orchestra Wives’ (20th) and ‘Are 
Husbands Necessary’ (Par) Will 


| tinues strong. 
| Should be good enough for $11,500. | ture of dualer at Orpheum, is doing | 


Denver, Sept. 8. 

Holiday crowds are boosting busi- 
ness to big totals at all five first- 
run theatres. ‘Holiday Inn,’ playing 
solo, is smashing all house marks at 
the Denham, and holds. ‘Pied Piper,’ 
topping dual combo at the Denver 
broke opening day record, and con- 
‘Bambi’ as first fea- 


fine. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 40-50-60)— 
‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U), after week 
at Denver. Big $4,500, and now 


Omaha, | 


‘High- | 


Gable-Turner $53,500 at 2 Hub Spots: 
~ ‘Holiday Inn’ 306, Dope -J. Long 286 





| moves to the Broadway for a third 
downtown session. Last week, 
‘Wings Eagle’ (WB), after Denver 
week, good $4,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 30-35-40- 
|50)—'Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) and 
‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO), after week at 
Orpheum. Sad $2,000. Last week, 
‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) and ‘Tar- 
zan's N. Y. Adventure’ (M-G), after 
Orpheum week, fair $2,500. 
| Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 30-40- 
| 50-60)—Holiday Inn’ (Par). Smash 
| $16,500, and holding. Last week, 
|‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) (2d wk) and 
| ‘Tombstone’ (Par), fine $10,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 30-40-50-60) 
—‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘A-Haunt- 
ing Will Go’ (20th). Big $16,000, Last 





week, ‘Pardon Sarong’ .(U) and 
‘Postman Didn't Ring’ (20th), big 
$14,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 30-35-40- 
50-60)—’Bambi’ (RKO) and ‘Spitfire 
Sees Ghost’ (RKO). Extra fine $14,- 
000, and stays over for second stanza. 
Last week, ‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G 
and ‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO), $11,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 30-45)— 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and 
‘Little Tokyo, U. S. A.’ (20th). Ro- 
bust $9,000, fine biz at this scale, and 
may hold. Last week, ‘Flight Lieu- 
tenant’ (Col) and ‘Blondie Victory’ 
(Col) nice $7,000. 


INN’ BIG 186 
PACES CINCY 


- 


Cincinnati, Sept. 8. 
Smash biz of ‘Holiday Inn’ and 
‘Pride of Yankees’ is pushing the 
general b.o. score of downtown 
cinemas to a lofty level for new sea- 
son’s kickoff. Crosby-Astaire pic at 
the Palace is on top by a wide 


~ 








margin. The Lou Gehrig opus, re- 
opening the Shubert, got a USO 
premiere at $1.10, which was an 


advance sellout. 

Top holdovers are 
Wind’ at 
| Town’ at Keith's. 
| Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKQ) (5.300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Big Street’ (RKO). Mild $9,500. 
Last week, ‘Talk of Town’ (Col), 
wham $18,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 34-44-55-60) 
—Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (3d wk). 
| Good $8,000. Will hold. Last week 
(2d), hefty $11,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 17-28)— 
|‘Atlantic Convoy’ (Col) and ‘Not 
| Lady’s Man’ (Col), split with ‘Boss 





‘Reap Wild 
the Capitol and ‘Talk of 


| chestra Wives’ and ‘Postman Didn’t | Hangtown Mesa’ (U) and ‘Raid by 
Ring’ are only a step behind. ‘Bambi’ | 


Night’ «PRC). Okay $2,200. Last 
week, ‘Through Different Eyes’ 
(20th) and ‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par), 


| divided with ‘Spy Ship’ (WB) and 
|‘Girl From Alaska’ (Rep), average 
| $2,100. 
| Grand (RKO) (1,430: 33-40-50)— 
‘Pied Piper’ (20th). Transferred 
| from Palace for second stanza. Fair 

4.500 T.ast week. ‘Friendly Enemies’ 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
|—‘Talk of Town’ (Col). Moveover 
|from Albee for second week. Big 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Bambi’ (RKO) 
(2d run), all right $5,000. 
| Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 28-33-42)— 
i ‘Ships With Wings’ (UA). Tame 
| $3,500. Last week, ‘Footlight Ser- 
enade’ (20th) (3d run), so-so $3,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Holiday Inn’ (Par). Socko $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Pied Piper’ (20th), 
slowed in last half, $10,000, still 
fairly good. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 30-44-50- 
160)—‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO). 
Fine $15,000 for start of run and 
theatre’s reopening after summer 
shuttering. Figure does not include 
advance sellout for USO premiere 
Thursday (3) night at $1.10 per seat. 
House will go into vaudfilm policy 
soon, 











Now Sunday Groceries 
May Jam Knoxville Pix 


Knoxville, Tenn., Sept. 8. 
It’s vittles vs. Sunday pix in this 
town. Scheduled to start Sunday 
(13), after passage of a special 
ordinance permitting showings from 
1 to 6 p.m. on the Sabbath day, the 
celluloid may have to stay in its 
cans if a being formed 
| by a local grocer, Cas Walker, can 
line up 3,900 of the church trade. 
Walker nothing 
| against the movies but he wants to 
| keep his food markets open ail the 
| time, The ordinance liberalizes an 
uninforced Blue Law which would 
close everything all day. 


Knoxville is the 
the U. S. 





petition 


says he _ has 


largest city in 
without films on Sunday. 


. 
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Boston, Sept. 8. 
What with the holiday weekend, 
the weather and the ready coin, the 
Hub’s picture houses have resumed 
their heady pace of a fortnight back. 


New pictures also are adding to 
huge overall total. The Gable-Turner 
epic is clicking at the two Loew 


houses with a smash $53,500 while 
‘Holiday Inn’ at the Met also is 
staunch, 

‘Pride’ is still packing plenty of 
punch in its fourth week and is set 
for a fifth. Other Spots are distinctly 
above par. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-55-65-75- 
85)—‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) with 
Johnny Long’s orch, Una Merkel, 
Wally Brown and Deval, Merle and 
Lee. Not this spot’s most potent at- 
traction, but doing well at $28,000. 
Last week, Jackie Cooper, Judy. Ca- 
nova, Louis Prima band and ‘Men 
Texas’ (U), wham $32,500. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 30-44-60)— 
‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Spy Ship’ 


(WB). In from the Met and still 
lively at $7,500. Last week, ‘Are 
Husbands Necessary’ (Par) and 


‘Lady Gangster’ (WB), $5,000. 


Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-55-65- 
75)—Pride Yankees’ (RKO) and 
‘Flying With Music’ (20th) (4th wk). 
Got its second wind and still gal- 
loping around the bases at $18,000; 
stays for a fifth sesh. Last week, 
$20,000. 


Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 30-44- 
55-60 )—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and ‘Dr. 
Broadway’ (Par): A sock drawing 
combo for the whole town at weil 
above $30,000 and good for two 
weeks more. Last week, ‘Gay Sis- 
ters’ (WB) and ‘Spy Ship’ (WB), 
$23,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2.900: 40-65-70) 
—Somewhere I'll Find You’ (M-G) 
with shorts. The Gable-Turner sex 
angle is terrific in the Hub, hitting 
a hot $31,500, with h.o. certain. Last 
week, ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘About 
Face’ (UA) (2d wk), okay $16.000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,800: 30-44-60) 

‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Spy Ship’ 


(WB). From the Met but plenty 
powerful at $13,000. Last week, ‘Are 
Husbands Necessary’ (Par) and 
‘Lady Gangster’ (WB). $11,500. 

State (Loew) (3,600: 40-65-70)— 
‘Somewhere I'll Find You’ (M-G) 
with shorts. Splendid at $22,000. 


Last week, ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and 
‘About Face’ (UA) (2d wk), $11,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900: 17-28- 
44-55)—‘Danger Pacific’ (U) and 
‘Not Ladies Man’ (Col). Good $4,500 
and fine for this stand. Last week, 
‘Hello Annapolis’ (Col) and ‘Things 
to Come’ (UA), $4,000. 


Broadway’ -Thorohill 
Hefty $16,000 in Mpls.; 


Minneapolis, Sept. 8. 

There’s plenty of boxoffice dyna- 
mite currently. Minnesota State Fair 
is not hurting and Labor Day week- 
end is giving impetus to big total. 
Present array is topped by ‘Holiday 
Inn,’ but this smash hit isn’t monop- 
olizing all attention. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Tombstone’ (Par) and ‘Atlantic 
Convoy’ (Col). Good $2,300 in five 
days. ‘Top Sergeant’ (U) and ‘Night 
New Orleans’ (Par) open today. Last 
week, ‘Happened in Flatbush’ (20th) 


and ‘Juke Box Jenny’ (U), neat 
$1,900 in five days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600: 40-50)— 
‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G). Back at 


this house after few weeks for sec- 
ond pop price engagement. Heading 
for fair $4,800. Last week, ‘Mrs, 
Miniver’ (M-G) (5th wk), fine $6,500, 
making approximately $50,000 for 


run. 
Gopher (P-S) (1,000: 28-30)— 
‘Sweater Girl’ (Par). Nice $4,500. 


Last week, ‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Adven- 
ture’ (M-G), oke $4,200. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800: 40-50-60)— 
‘Broadway’ (U) and Claude Thorn- 
hill orch on stage. First time here 
for Thornhill and he’s well liked. 
Geod $16,000. Last week, ‘Wings for 
Eagle’ (WB), good $7,300. 

State (P-S) (2,400; 30-40-50)— 
‘Holiday Inn’ (Par). Combination of 
Crosby, Astaire and Berlin and effec- 
tive advance plugging spell divi- 
dents. Great $14,000. Last week, 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th), good 
$10,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100: 30-40)— 
‘This Above All’ (20th). First neigh- 
borhood showing. Neat $3,600. Last 
week, ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G). $3,300. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350: 30-40- 
50)—Footlight Serenade’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Moved here after profitable 
first week at State and still showing 
some life at $2.500. Last week. ‘Gay 
Sisters’ (WB) (3d wk), good $2,000, 
making around $16,000 for run. 
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Paramount's masterful screening 
of “Wake Island” is an unforget- 
table experience. | believe that ~- 
every American should see it—for 





here is recorded the magnificence sate Stl ini il 
‘ “Wake Island” is but one of 
: of men who have died for hundreds of tributes from 
trade and newspaper 

> 7 hd critics and th bli 
America. Paramount’s simple eS 





story, without ever actually say- 
ing so, says in every line that be- 
sides such sacrifice, any sacrifice 
we may be called upon to make 
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> BEST OF THE WAR! 2%” THE PICTURE OF THE WAR! . ‘CHOKED wre PRIDE! 
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A picture for everyone to see, as no 


American | can view this heroic action 





ces from the entire cast. 





“TERRIFYING BUT INSPIRING! 
: “Terrifying but inspiring; it catches for 





this new and terrible war what ‘All 
Quiet on the Western Front’ finally 
caught for World War i-—but we had fo 
wait until 1930 for that picture!” 

—W. WARD MARSH, 


Cleveland Plain-Decier 


vom 


Press 


LEAVES ONE EXALTED! 





: _“Atonce a rousing battle cry ond a first- 


rate mation picture; leaves one numb, 


then angry and finally exalied. As a . 


war picture it is in a class by itself; 
within its stirring and tragic frame 
Paramount has wrought an extremely 
human and even humorous story of 
leathernecks at peace and war. Grip- 


aa  — eo ae pT - REREE SPE EES S ae 


dramatic tension; ds close to perfect as 
one could possibly ask. A memorable 
motion picture!” 

~-HOWARD BARNES, N.Y. Herold Tribune 


pa 
Fn e 


e 
OVERWHELMING POWER! 


**Ht’s high time a Hollywood motion pic- 
ture stirred.up this kind of spirit. There 
hasn't been anything like it since ‘Mrs. 
Miniver.’ And ‘Wake Island’ has even 
more physical sock than that great 
film. tt has the overwhelming power of 
the real thing — the grime, smoke, 
flame, shock and debris of actual bat- 
tle. it will ignite the fighting spirit of 
true Americans!”’ 





—HERBERT COHN, Brooklyn Eagle 















Sell WAR 
STAMPS 
& BONDS 
AT YOUR 
THEATRE! 


Your theatre is on 
the front line of the 
warin September 

. ‘Salute to Our 


Heroes” month must sell a billion 








dollars in bonds and stamps! 


without bursting with pride. Fine per 





sand m most exeling, we ° ‘the : 





“This is THE picture of the war; a film 
that will make your spine bristle, your 
blood boil and your brain and heart 
clamor for super all-out action against 
the enemy. Stacks up as solid enter- 
tainment throughout, mingling the dra- 
ma and suspense of battle with mo- 
ments of lightness andthe human touch. 
It is not a film you will easily forget. 
Nor should you. You MUST see it!”’ 

—EDITH WERNER, N. Y. Daily Mirror 


Pex 
& 


THIS IS NOT A MOVIE! 





“As far as any spectator is concerned, 


this is not a movie set. It is really that 
dot in the Pacific where a few hundred 
Marines held off the Japanese until 
ammunition ran out!” 


—ARCHER WINSTEN, N. Y. Pos? 


a 


ACTORS ASTOUNDINGLY 
Goop! 





““You may wonder how long it has been 


since you were so stirred by a motion 
picture. You will step out on the side- 
“Wain lined wiht teted Brae, vt 

are astoundingly good; no matter what 
they had done in other pictures, all of 
them apparently were inspired by the 
privilege of reliving this great story!" 
—ALTON COOK, N. Y. World-Telegram 


a So 
TAD 
@& 


STIRRING INSPIRATION! 





“The most dramatic, the most gripping, 


the most thrilling and exciting story to 
come out of this war; a stirring inspira- 
tion to every American who sees it! 
Should do outstanding business!” 
—Showmen’s Trade Review 


as 
ViVID AND EXPLOSIVE! 


‘‘Makes onlookers proud to be Ameri- 
cans; as a vivid and explosive display 
of modern warfare it hits the peak of 
cinematic presentation; will blast top 
grosses in all bookings!’’—Daily Variety 














Sette tata tito . 





UNFORGETTABLE! 
“This is a picture that every American 
should see; an veneers dramati- 
d with os evmennt 











A SMASHING SUCCESS! 

“A true blue tribute to Marine valor; a 
splendid tribute to a splendid achieve- 
ment. Nothing else we have had has 
brought the war of fox-hole fighting 








Di Reporter : 








Roramaut se produ ced not “only a 
story of dramatic and heroic ection but 
one which may well be a near factual 
account of an outstanding episode in 
modern warfare. Direction makes the 
most of the cumvlative drama!” 

Motion Picture Daily 


aes 
Som 


a | 
BE SURE YOU PLAY IT! 
“A splendid achievement. Glory to the 
producers, cast and craftsmen who 
_ made ‘Wake Islond’ real by sticking to 
the facts, Play it ahead of your oppo- 
sition if possible. Play it second, third 
or fourth if necessary, but play it!” 
—The independent Gk 
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LETS THE FACTS. SPEAK! : 
A for e 





WARMTH, HUMOR, PRIDE! 
“Dramatizes the story of Wake Island 
not tragically but heroically, not grimly 
but with warmth and humor and pride 
in the magnificent sacrifice Wake’s de- 
fenders made. it i ‘a dramatic memo- 
rial to a fine, hun n band of fighting 
men. Packed with appealing incident, 
warm characterization and wild ex- 
citement and suspense!" 

— JOHN T. McMANUS, PM Newspaper 











A WHALE OF A PICTURE! 


“Here is o whale of a money picture. 
Not alone because the fitle was hot 
even when the picture was started and 





tipally because it is a darned good 
picture!" am Boxoftice Digest 
vi 1S : 





a 


DARE TO FORGET! 





“The sharp, stinging reality of a news- 
paper headline; ‘Wake Istand’ is Holly- 
 wood's- finest love story to date—it 
tells of men whose love of country led 
them to death and glory on a barren 


coral rock. Dare to forget ‘Wake Island’!" 


~~Madern Screen 
SG 
TREMENDOUS IMPACT! 

“AL the dramatic intensity inherent in 
the heroic defense of the little Pacific 
outpost has been caught; carries a 
tremendous impact, which should be 
reflected in boxoffice terms straight 


' . across the country!” 
— Motion Picture Herald 
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PENS ag I yy. tne ioe Lh 
wee Riuny times SPR Ric. But pria- 


Paramount knew “Wake Island” was World War Il’s _ 
greatest picture. Weeks ago exhibitors learned it—after 
trade screenings and sneak previews brought unanimous 
praise. Now—with capacity crowds thrilling to “Wake 
Island” daily at the New York Rivoli—the WORLD knows! 
Without exception, every critic~ newspaper, trade and 








magazine bes said mL Is. ity” Here are ences 








TAUT WITH ACTION! 


“Here is a film which should surely 
bring a surge of pride to every patriot’s 
breast. And here is a film for which 
its makers deserve a sincere salute. 
Credit John Farrow for giving the film 
much brutal suspense; for drawing the 
story taut with screaming action and 
intervals of breathless quiet!” 

—BOSLEY CROWTHER, N. Y. Times 


45 
We 
A MAGNIFICENT SAGA! 
“Will undoubtedly be one of the big 
grossers of the year. Just about the 
most saleable picture to come out of 


Hollywood in a long time. It is a mag- 
nificent saga of American heroism!” 


— Exhibitor 
<> 
@ 


WILL THRILL THE NATION! 


“A stirring epic which will thrill the 
nation; ranks among the top attrac- 
tions currently ... doesn’t pull punches, 
but will pull irresistibly at the box- 


office!”’ 
a 


COME AWAY PROUD! 











—Film Daily 





“You come away stunned and awed; to 
the depths of your soul you are shaken. 
You are proud, terribly proud. This is 
the one picture of this war every Amer- 

—Cue Magazine 


ican should see!”’ 

















hed the direction of ‘John or 






. MAGNIFICENT FILM! =» > 5.43 


. & triumphant testament to the cour- 
age and hick aca that wil 





















smashing power... Itis a egnificent ] 
flim any way you jook “- ae 


e 
COMPLETELY SUCCESSFUL! - 
“Hollywood's, first intelligent, honest 
and completely successful attempt to 


dramatize the deeds of an American = 
force ona fighting front!” —Newsweek — 


Pe 
ae 


MAGNIFICENT SPIRIT! oO 


“Magnificently catches the spirit of the oy, 
brave defenders; one of the most = 














: Striking victures of the year. Ht willdo 


dandy wusiness everywhere. Pora- 
mount has made a picture that is 
equal in its way to the exploit itself!” 


NG om Variety 


WALLOP-PACKED! 


** highly emotional, wallop-packed re- 
production of a brilliant chapter in the 
history of this war; there ought to be 

money, and lots of it, in this one!” 

—Boxoffice 
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ME AND ME GAL 


(MUSICAL) 
Metro release of Arthur Freed produ ~e 
e ur- 


fiars Judy Garland; features Georg: 
phy, Gene Kelly, Marta Exgerth, Ben Ilue, 
Horace MeNally. Directed by Busby Her 
elr Screenplay, Richard Shermar red 
Finklehoffe, Sid Silvers; original ory by 
Hiow: {! Emmett Rogers; ‘For Me ned My 
Gal seng arrangement, George W Mey 
Kdcar Leslie, E. Ray Goetz; musical adap 
tation Roger Edens; r-usica lireetion 
Georwvie Stoll dances Nobby Cont Ix 
vou and orchestrations, Conrad Salinges 
Ge ' Bassman Leo Arnaud 
\ im Daniels; editor, Ben Lewis Ke- 
vi ed in projectic room, N. Y Sept. 4 
*4”?. Running time, .04 MINS. 
Jo Hayd ‘ena errr udy G nd 
Jimmy K,. Me BELO. ccces seorge Mi 
Harry Palmer.....+- eis Gene Kk 
Eve Minard - athe Mar Exgerth 
£id Simm ° erccceseess , Ben Blue 
kh Waring ccccccccces Orne MeN 
Danny Hayden. ceccccecces: Richard Qu 
Lily con er . os n Lucille Norm 
Eddie Meltom...ecc.sceees Keenan W 
Like vaudeville itself, this Metro 


musical about the old two-a-day 
hokey, but undeniably 


18 


pop tunes and has a strong topical 
pull in its emphasis on World War I 
days should also enhance its popular- 
ity. Those factors, with 
Garland and George Murphy names 
for the marquee, should earn it sat- 
isiactory business. 


Story of vaudeville troupers be- 
fore and during the First World 
War is obvious, naive and senti- 
mental. It’s also genuine and affec- 


t' 1ate and lively. So even if the 
hep spectator can safely predict most 
of the plot devices, the film’s theme 
is so sincere and the treatment is so 
warm that it holds interest through- 
ou* and achieves a number of irre- 
sistibly touching moments. 

Picture’s title, of course, is taken 
from one of the song numbers, the 
oldie, ‘For Me and My Gal.’ The 
tune that brings Miss Garland. and 
Gene Kelly together, first as vaude- 
ville team and ultimately as a ro- 
mance, it gets a sock presentation in 
a song-and-dance routine by them 
a’ is used thereafter as a theme. 

The picture’s early scenes, as the 
vaudevillians tou. the sticks and 
dream of some day playing the Pal- 
ace, are colorful and convincing. In- 
terpolated through them and the 
subsequent war sequences are nu- 
merous old faves, from. ‘Beautiful 
Doll’ and ‘You Wore a Tulip’ to the 
World War I stand-bys, ‘Over There,’ 
*‘T ong, Long Trail,’ ‘Oui, Oui, Marie,’ 
and so on. Presented amid the at- 
mosphere of their period and with 
the inevitable present-day connota- 
tions, they have a tremendous emo- 
ticenal pull. 

Miss Garland is a knockout as the 
warm-hearted young song-and-dance 
girl, selling a number of the songs 
pe. suasively, getting by neatly in the 
hoofing routines with Kelly, and 
giving a tender, affecting dramatic 
performance. urphy is ingratiat- 
ing as Miss Garland’s faithful, but 
mute suitor, while Gene Kelly gives 
a 
song-and-dance man and imperfect 
hero, practically another ‘Pal Joey’ 
eharacter that he played so well on 
Eroadway in the musical of that 
name. 


Marta Eggerth registers in a nice | 
McNally | 


bit; Ben Blue, Horace 
and Richard Quine deliver capable 
fupporting performances, and Kee- 
nan Wynn gives a straight, direct 
and believable portrayal of a book- 
ing agent. Busby Berkeley's direc- 
tion blends color and pace and the 
nhotography is excellent. Sharp-eyed 
spectators may notice, among the 
numerous old newsreel clips woven 
twmin ‘1e action, a brief shot of Frank- 


liv Loosevelt, then Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Navy, walking with Gen- 
era’ Pershing. Hobe. 


MOON AND SIXPENCE 


(ONE SONG) 


United Artists release of Toew-Tu ' 
Ppreduction. Stars Herbert Marshall, G: Z 
Sanders; features Doris Dudley, Erie Hk 
All Basserman, Elena Verdugo, Flocenee 
Bates, Steve Geray. Directed iby Albert 
j#win. Adapted to screen by Lewin from 
novel by W. Somerset Maugham; produ 
tion designed by Gordon Wills i ‘ 
John FF. Seitz; editor, Richard 1 Van 
enger. At ‘No-Name’ theatre, E tows 
Mass., Sept. 5,’°42. Running tir 88 MINS. 

* Charles Strickland.........Geor Sandes 
BeGOumrey WOME. veséccocee hier Marsh: 
tr PIEPWCVE. .ccseedseoees Steve ¢ 
3 NMCHE STPOCVE. ccccccseces fw bu 
4 nN Nichols..ccecece. hi Blos 
1» ( ra 4 t 
M Stri ur ‘ Vb | ' 
At errr. eesesece Klen Ve i 
Titre JOWNBON...c.ccccess ! ence ] s 
The Ws a Sees ee | re 
M ( ee eeeeeess R t ‘ é 
er el MacAndrew Kenneth H 
M MacAndrew.. . Irene ‘J 

Somerset Maugham’s widely read 


novel of some years back has been 
made 
lish stock bweeker who reached 

as a painter, only just before 

death, at times is reminiscent 
“Citizen Kane.’ And like ‘Kane,’ 
undoubtedly will have to be 


it 


try, and one that should 


ment. 

‘Moon and Sixpence,’ well con- 
structed from stem to stern, evi- 
dences painstaking casting by pro- 


appealing. | 
That it’s crammed with oid favorite | 


the Judy | 


| Peirected Dy 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


vividly drawn portrayal of the | 


into an intriguing, distinctive 
screen vehicle. The story of an Eng- 
for 
the moon and ultimately won fame 
his 
of 


sold | 
solidly and on controversial angles. 
Film looks like a stout boxoffice en- 
improve 
from word-of-mouth because it’s the 
type of picture bound to cause com- 


live. and it’s his outstanding screen 
| role to date. Doris Dudley, as wife 
lof the benefactor artist, contributes 
a likely characterization of the 
woman who is unable to resist San- 
charms. Elena Verdugo, cast 
as the native girl who becomes San- 
ders’ last wife, looks like a find. 
Eric Blore is in cnly for a bit as the 
| hard-drinking, droll Englishman 
| gone native. Steve Geray makes an 
exciteable Stroeve, fellow artist who 
befriends Strickland. Florence 
Bates, self-appointed queen of the 
Tahiti islanders, standout. 
bert Basserman, as the island’s doc- 


aers 


c © 
IS 


tor, Molly Lamont and Heather 
Thatcher head the good support. 
The episodes in the distant island 


of Tahiti are rich in tropical flavor 
with the abrupt courtship of the 
native beauty and wedding night as 
vivid Hays office tenets would 
permit. The Tahitian portion of the 
story offers startling contrast in hu- 
morous moments and in most im- 
pressive scenes of film. 

Albert Lewin’s direction is keenly 
intelligent, shifting readily from 
lighter, funny moments to the harsh- 
lv dramatic. Camera work of John 
*. Seitz is on the same high plane. 
Packerounding excellent, with 


as 


oo 


is 


Tahiti backgrounds and sets partic- | 
Pularlv | 
lial \ 


significant. 


in all of 


Sepia tone is em- 
this part of film, 
color used in last few scenes 
Sanders’ hut is burned with 
final masterpiece. Wear. 


ploved 


with 


when 


EYES IN THE NIGHT 


Metro release of Jack Chertok production. 
Features Edward Arnold, Ann Harding. 
Fred Zinnemann, Screenplay, 
Howard Emmett Rogers; 
based on novel by Baynard Kentrick: cam- 


(Fuy Trosper, 


era, Robert Planek, Charles Lawton; edi- 
for, Ralph Winters. Tradeshown in New 
York, Sept. 8, °42. Running time, 80 
MINS, 
Duncan Maclain.....c.cvce:; Edward Arnold 
Norma Lawry...... Senetndsaad Ann Harding 
OER SMWTE 066 666e6nr<sass Donna Reed 
eee ee «+..-Katherine Emery 
Gabriel Hoffman...........Horace McNally 
Pere aseevetevsd Allen Jenkins 
ee eee eseeees Stanley C. Ridges 
Mtenhen Tawry..ccccecccece Reginald Denny 
ec bo eR ee -..John Emery 
Vera Hoffman.:...ccs-. Rosmary De “amp 
Co, AE eT ee PO Pee a aie Erik Rolf 
husch... pebbeheeseo0s ence Barry Nelson 
ae secccecse+..- Reginald Sheffield 
Anderson. ..ecs. eocesceses.eees.meeve Geray 
Allistair eeeesese--Mantan Moreland 
MTSE <s;<absewbeds ‘ngoe wwe’ ry Himself 
Strong supporting fodder, with 


Edward Arnold and Ann Harding 


| for marquee dressing, misses top 
| values due to obvious, creaky drama- 
| turgy. 


Espionage murder meller towards 
the end lapses into the conventional 
cops-and-robbers battle, with much 
hingeing on the clever canine star 
Friday, who serves as the guide for 
Arnold, the blind dick. Except for 
the opening phases, yarn moves at 


| a fast clip, with plenty of Suspense- 


ful, though stereotyped, sequences, 
making it a strong bet for secondary 
| bookings. 

Action becomes interesting when 
| Arnold begins to get most of the 
| footage. Outstanding is Donna Reed 
as Miss Harding’s wilful, precocious 
stepchild, whose scientist father, 
played by Reginald Denny, is neariy 
| killed when Nazi agents, whom the 
| girl inadvertently brings into their 
| home, start to pump him for the so- 
| lution to a secret war formula. Miss 
| Reed clicks photogenically and oth- 
| erwise despite hackneyed material. 
Miss Harding, to whom the photog- 
raphy could have been much kinder, 
delivers a characterization that has 


been relegatec more by the direc- 
tion and camera than her actual 
performance. Supporting players 
with excellent bits are Allen Jen- 


kins. as Arnold’s aide; Denny. Stan- 
ley C. Ridges and Katherine Emery. 

Siery opens with Miss Harding 
trying to prevent stepdaughter from 
marrying John Emery, phoney stock 
company actor, to whom the former 
| was once engaged. He’s found dead 
in his apartment, with girl accusing 
her mother of the murder. Arnold, 
blind detective friend of Miss Hard- 
ing’s, is called in to solve the mys- 
| tery and stumbles on nest of enemy 
agents. Mori. 


Sherlock Shalit and the 


Voice of Terror 
Hollywood, Sept. 4. 





Al- | 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Me and My Gal’ (M-G). Judy 
Garland, George Murphy, Gene 
Kelly musical 
with vaude background 

‘Moon and Sixpence’ (UA). 
Herbert Marshall, George Sand- 
Doris Dudley, Erie Blore, 
stout boxoffice entry. 
‘Eves in the Night’ 
Nazi spy-murder meller, 
Edward Arnold and Ann 
¢, okay for dual support. 
‘Sherlock Holmes and_ the 
Voice of Terror’ (‘U). Good 
thriller; okay support- 


in an appealing 


ers, 
In . 
(M-G ). 
with 


Hard- 


a: 


detect 


| ive 
| er for regular runs 
‘Half Way to Shanghai’ ‘U). 
Mild meller trip on a Burma 
night train. Will get by mod- 


erately in dual filler spots. 
‘Riders of the Nerthland’ (Col) 
(songs). Charles Starrett starred 
in okay western qdualer. 
‘Deep in the Heart of Texas’ 





(U) <«Songs). Mediocre west- 
erner. starring Johnny Mack 
Brown and Tex Ritter. 

‘Sunset Serenade’ (Rep). One 
of the better Roy Rogers west- 
erns. 

‘Smart Alecks’ (Mono) East 
Side Kids, Maxie Rosenbloom 
and Roger Pryor in a comedy- 


drama that'll do nicely on duals. 








Nazi radio broadcast which terror- 
izes the English populace with re- 
ports of mysterious sabotage about 
the same time that the destruction 
occurs. Holmes’ trail sends him into 
the Limehouse district to enlist aid 
of the residents to get him the key 
on which he has based his entire 
case. From there on, it’s typical 
and well-concocted reasoning and 
sleuthing carrying through to a 
rousing finish in which all of the 
Nazi spies and saboteurs are round- 


ed up. 

Basil Rathbone, who's essayed the 
Sherlock Holmes role in previous 
pictures for oth studios, compe- 


tently handles thy 
Nigel Bruce 


‘ssignment here. 
the blustering Dr. 
Watson, «nd team works together 
in good style. Evelyn Ankers clicks 
as the limey girl who trails the Nazi 
ringleader, Thomas Gomez. Latter 
capably handles his assignment. 
Reginald Denny and Henry Daniell 
are most prominent in short sup- 
porting cast. 

Adaptation by Robert D. Andrews 
and script by Lynn Riggs provide 
tight and crisp unfolding, which 
adds materially in maintaining audi- 
ence interest in the proceedings. Di- 
rection by John Rawlins develops 
both pace and excitement. 


1S 


Walt. 


Half Way to Shanghai 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 





a 
rom start 


Tniversal release of Paul Malvern pro- 
lu ) eatures Kent Taylor, [rene Her- 
> ted by John Rawlins. Original 
screenplav } Stuart Pa er: camera, Japan 
Boyle editor, Edward Curtiss. Previewed 
in studio projection reom, Sept. 4, °42. 
Runnir time, 61 MINS, 
Alexander Barton kent Taylor 
Vick Neilsor Irene Hervey 
‘ nel Blyony ' Te Stephenson 
Yiny f ou OT ard Bromberg 
Karl Zert ‘eh Cleorge Zuecco 
Jor nan Peale. cécccsec } Wagenheim 
Nik ale 5 ses an heed der (tiranach 
a Vary SHact..ccoccecs ...l,ionel Royce 
Mr. W éseweewens Willie Fung 
Mr MelInt Oscar O'Shea 
Ca ne Whrallins Chirlotte Wynters 
Mr M Intvre Mary Gordon 
Vrorior Mills 5 Fay Helm 
Conduct rank Lackteen 
Just where they got the title of 


‘Half Way to Shanghai’ for this one 


is a mystery—more proper tag 
would be ‘Burma Night Train.’ It’s 
a standard moderate-budget meller 
fc - spotting in the duals, 


Is 


Picture virtually a one-set. af- 
fair, with action taking place aboard 


the Burma train running from JLa- 
shio to Rangoon before the Jap in- 
vasion There’s the usual mixture 
of strange and mysterious characters 
aboard, including a couple of Nazi 
spies bent on obtaining maps of Chi- 


defenses and munition caches. 


elease of Howard Benedict to destination, it’s a wild- 
product . - ‘Stars Basfl Rathbone, Nigel | ly concoctcd tale, with continual use 
we. een ‘ ‘i. John mas ans s- reen- | of regulation formula, until the spy 

be iv ‘izes adaptec Vv tohert |». ; rt 

> ae ws, based on story, ‘His Last | OUndup at the finish 
ow.’ by Sir hur Conan Doyle ra, |. Kent Taylor has the lead, with 
We : de editor, Russell Schoen- | Irene Hervey along for romantic 

evir ! in studio projection | jnterest that + wel , 
Sept. 2,42. Running time, 63 MENS, | Inter st hat is not well set up. J. 
tne thes Jasil’ Rathbone | “4ward Bromberg is the Burma po- 

Doctor Watson............ Nigel Bruce | lice inspector: George Zucco and 
Kitty ' +++e+..Evelyn Ankers | Lionel Royce the two Nazi spies; 
Sir Kvan Barham.....cces. Reginald Denny | and Charlotte Wvynters a writer- 
POOR: «+ 65sscetn sv bnaweosne Thomas Gomez |} , riatrix Other -— mas : 

} Gen. Jerome Lawford......Montagu Love avialrix. ers in cast include 
Anthony Tioyd........ s+ ee. Henry Daniel! | Henry Stephenson, Charles Wagen- 
Fabian Prentiss. ......0..+0. Olaf Hytten | heim, Afexander Granach, Oscar 
Capt. Roland Shore... Leyland Hodgson 





Sherlock Holmes and his assiStant, 
Dr. Watson, return to the screen in 
a series of modern adventures, of 
which this is the first of three to be 
released by Universal for the new 
season. Picture iS a well-packaged 
concoction of sleuthing, with sus- 
pense holding to good level through- 
out. It’s a strong programmer of 


ducers David L. Loew and Albert | type. and due for plenty of dating 


Lewin. 
While Herbert Marshall 


figures 
importantly, as he retraces the story | 


| in the regular runs as a supporting 
| number. 


Story setting is «brought right up 


of the painter, it is really George ‘to the minute, with Holmes and 


Sanders’ picture. He makes the 
strange life of the strugling artist 


Watson being recruited by the Brit- 
}ish Inner War Council to Smash a 


O’Shea and Mary Gordon. 

_ Script by Stuart Palmer gets hazy 
in many spots and lacks clarity and 
ingenuity. Director John Rawlins 
had difficult task to overcome story 


deficiencies, Walt. 


Dunlap’s Mono Pair 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 
Scott R. Dunlap will produce two 
outdoor specials for 
1942-43 program, first of which is 
‘Dawn on the Great Divide.’ 
Buck Jones, Tim McCoy and Ray- 
mond Hatton share top roles. 





Riders of the Northland 


(SONGS) 
of Jack 

Starrett, 
Edwards, 
William Berke 


Fier production 
features LKuasell 
ley Patter 

Screenplay, 


Columbia release 
Charles 


clit 


bey 


Stars 
Hayden, 
Directed 


Shi «on. 


and Cliff Edwards are Texas Rangers 
anxious to join the Army 3efore 
they can resign they are sent to 
Alaska to run down a bunch of fifth 
columnists who're fueling subs and 
building a hidden airport. They 


quislings had murdered, move into 
the ownerless ranch and get chummy 
with the neighbors. With the aid of 
Kenneth MacDonald, Shirley Patter- 
ton and Buddy Larson, the latter a 
youngster, they uncover the traitors, 
headed by Paul Sutton, who 
working behind well - patroled, 
barbed-wire fences. Starrett stam- 
pedes a herd of cattle through the 
fence and thus mops up the gang. 
Starrett and Hayden make a wood 
pair of rough-riding buddies. Ed- 
wards handles the comedy as a 
pseudo expert on electrical matters 


who can’t touch a wire without 
blowing a fuse: he also yodels a 
couple of incidental tunes, ‘We'll 


Carry the Torch for Miss Liberty’ 
and ‘Silver Sage in the Twilight.’ 
Balance of the cast, direction. camera 
and script are also up to par. 

Fran. 


Deep in the Heart of 


Texas 
(SONGS) 


Universal release of Oliver Drake produe- 


tion, Stars Johnny Mack Brown and ‘vex 
Ritter; features Fuzzy Knight Jennifer 
Holt, William Farnum and the Jimmy 
Wakely Trio. Directed by Elmer Clifton. 
Sereenplay, Oliver Drake adaptation, 
Grace Norton; camern, Harry Newman; 
music director, H. J. Salter: songs, Johnny 
Bond, Don Swander, June Hershey Pre- 
viewed in prejection roon .. ¥., Gon. & 
‘42. Running time, 62 MINS, 
Jim Mallory.. Johnny Mack Brown 
Brent Gordon. Tex Ritter 
‘Happy TT’ Snodgrass........ Fuzzy Knight 
Nan Taylor..... ; Ionnifer ltolt 
Colonel Mallory.......... William karnum 
Idaho... ove eo0 Harry Woods 
BRGOG ec ceccnavees 664660605 Kenneth Tiarlan 
Jonathan Taylor.ceececce Pat O'Malley 
bt WOE ee . Roy Brent 
Mathews ‘ res eee Edmund Cobb 
And the Jimmy Waktly Trio 
A standard western. All the old 


cl'*hes are here. The combined reps 
of Johnny Mack Brown and Tex Rit- 
ter, however, give it some boxoffice 
value for the double bills. 

The film’s title, of course, imme- 
deiately recalls the song of the same 
name, but there’s little association of 
the tune withyvthe ‘story. Pic deals 
with the insu-srectionist Texans of 
frontier days, who set up a separate 
government distinct from that of the 
Union for the purpose of land-grab- 
bing. At the film’s finale, after 





| fil 


Monogram’s 


Brown and Ritter have been respon- 
sible for the return of the Alamo 
state to the Stars and Stripes, there’s 
an ensemble number employing the 
tune ‘Heart of Texas,’ but that’s the 
onlv tieup. 

Brown and Ritter give their usu- 
all. standard portrayals, Brown as 
the son of the insurrectionist leader 
(played by William Farnum) and 
Ritter as the governor's emissary 
se t to break the plot. 

Besides the title tune, there are a 
couple of traditioaals warbled by 
Ritter and the Jimmy Wakely trio. 
They only serve to detract from the 
already tedious pace. Kahn. 


SUNSET SERENADE 


(SONGS) 
Repnblic preduction ne rele:se Stars 
Roy Rogers and George Gabby Haves 
features job Nolan and Sons of Pioneers 


Helen Parrish, Onslow Stever 


*, Joan Wood- 


bury, Frank M Thomas Directed by 
Joseph Kane. Screenplay, EaM Felton 
from original by Robert Yost: camera, Bud 
Thackery; editor, Arthur Roberts: songs 
Tim Spencer and Bob Nolan Previewed 
in Projection Room, N Y., Sept. 4, °42 
Running time, 58 MINS. 
Pere eee roe .....tRoy Rogers 
MEO si bstescescess George ‘Gabby’ Hayes 
Themselves....... newaenees Bob Nolan and 
the Sons of the Pioneers 
i Se ee ee Helen Parrish 
Gregg Jackson..... eecesces Onslow Stevens 
Vera Martin.....cecesee... Joan Woodbury 
Clifford Sheldon...,......Frank M. Thomas 
Bart Reynolds................Roy Barcroft 
yg) ay |) rere Jack Kirk 


‘Sunset Serenade’ is one of Roy 
Rogers’ strongest westerns. It'll do 
well on the lower half of double 
bills. 

Earl Felton has done a deft script- 
ing job of Robert Yost’'s original. 
The crooked rancher tries to wrest a 
ranch from a newly arrived city girl, 
first by a forged mortgage and then 
by force. The wandering cowboy 
band headed by Roy Rogers arrives 
in time to outwit the scheming out- 
law and his cohorts. 

Developments follow 


the usual 





pattern excepting that there is a 


Paul Franklin; camera, Benjamin. tKiine 
editor, Burton Kramer Reviewed at New 
York, N Y.. dual, Sept. 2, $2 Kiunning 
time, 58 MINS, 
Steve Bowie hark Starrett 
Lucky Laidlaw obenee Russell Hayden 
Sheila Taylor. .....ceesss: Shirlew Patt son 
Harmony Lumpus cos cif Kdwards 
Buddy Tayler eeve Bobb, Larson 
\lex ae rewetee ! ad ridges 
Mutt Pavia? .ccstees Kent MacDonald 
Chria Larnen..<cceccess Iroul Sutton 
AMORE. cocccsssceseaecse Robert O: Davis | 
BEACH. cccceseccsecvccveses lo Me ciuvuinn | 
Dobie. ..cccescscess Francis Watker 
Luke GG ae Pitz 

It was bound to happen—a hoss 
opera with a war angle. ‘Riders of 
the Northland’ fills the bill for the 
duals. 

Charles Starrett, Russell Hayden 


pose as heirs of a rancher whom the | 


are | 


femme villain and a_ rough-and- 
tumble fight between two gals. 


Dialog is not as corny as usual! for 
|cactus epics. ‘I'm a Cowboy Rocke- 
feller, ‘Song of the San Joaquin’ and 
‘Home Corral’ impress as most tune- 
ful of six songs. 

Rogers handles the heroic 
with characteristic grace. He puts 
over the songs with ease. George 
| ‘Gabby’ Hayes is in for the usual 
comedy. 

Bob Nolan and Sons of Pioneers, 
as with other Rogers films, help put 
over the tunes, Joan Woodbury, as 
the sweetheart of the villain, has an 
unpleasant role but is excellent. 
Helen Parrish, cast as the city gal 
' and romantic interest, indicates only 
| distant familiarity with acting. On- 
‘slow Stevens makes a different sort 
of villain while Frank N. Thomas is 
superb as the Army horse buyer 
| Joseph Kane's direction is uni- 
| formly strong and production is bet- 
ter than usual. 


role 


Wear. 


SMART ALECKS 


Monogram release of Kam Katzman-Jack 


| Dietz production, Stars Leo Gorcey, Bobby 
Jordan, Huntz Hall, Gabriel Dell; features 
Maxie Rosenbloom, Gale Storm Directed 
by Wallace Fox. Original screenplay, Har- 
\ Cates: camera, Mack Stengler; editor, 
|} Rohert Golden Reviewed at New York, 
x. dual, Sept. 2, °#2. Running time, 
i6 MINS, 
MUBBY .cccvcccece eerste eeeee Leo tiorcey 
Dyernny WETTTTITTTit TTT Robby Jordan 
TIT PSY. occecacecccscesesseess Huntz Hall 
} Ilank 906%6606000000698460 0-05 Gabriel bell 


} Buteh,. RE: e Rosenbloom 
| Ruth. ..ceee TEereerii te Gule Storm 
| Toe Reaman. ccoccccecscccccseess Roger Pryor 
| Seruno..... 50 0bee6eescese eOeeanne Sammy 
Stash.. seececoseceoseccmenms  Coemen® 
POOWREO. ...ccccccesccessersres David Gorcey 
Skinny....- esecece eae Pee ee Robby Stone 





‘Smart Alecks,’ a familiar yarn 
f.aturing the ‘East Side Kids,’ is an 
audience-pleaser despite the story, 
cast and production, which limit it to 
the duals. 

The ‘kids,’ of course, are tough but 
with hearts of gold. The cop (Roger 
Pryor) is tough, suspicious and beaus 
th sister (Gale Storm) of one of 
the gang. As usual, one of the lads 
takes the wrong road and winds up 
in jail. The others blow cold until 
one of them is hurt by mobsters 
(“,axie Rosenbloom is their brain), 
then pitch in to save the injured pal 
as well as helping the other one 
ge paroled. 

Without the ‘kids’ it’s strictly sour 
stuff to digest. Especially good are 
Leo Gorcey, Huntz Hall and Sun- 
shine Sammy, the latter a Negro lad. 
Pryor and Miss Storm are adequate 
but Rosenbloom and his partner are 
tw. of the most unimpressive hood- 
lums to hit the screen. The ex- 
champ delivers nicely in the comedy 
department, but he’s definitely no 
1 nace. Fran. 


| This Week’s New Shorts 


‘Canvas Cut-Ups’ (World of Sports, 
Col, 16 mins.)—Modern-day wrest- 
ling, with rough stuff highlighted, 
makes this a surprisingly funny 
short. Novel touch is included by 
showing two femme rasslers going 
at it hammer and tongs. Free-for- 
all of four wrestlers is packed with 
guffaws. Bill Stern’s running narra- 
tion establishes this as a pat entry 
for most spots. 

‘Teddy Powell Orch’ (Band musi- 














i eal, Col, 9% mins.)—Teddy 


Powell 
has a trim band aggregation. Peggy 
Mann and Tommy Taylor are first- 
rate warblers. But it is difficult to 
appreciate them in this very ordi- 
nary band short. First of ‘Famous 
Bands’ series, it is unoriginal. Choice 
of numbers for screen projection also 
is highly questionable. Allan Court- 
| ney, N. Y. radio dise jockey, is shown 
| spinning records, but the tie-in is 
lame. 

‘The Secret Code’ (Chapter play, 
first chapter, Col, 30 mins.)—With a 

(Continued on page 44) 


Current Short Releases 

















| 8 


(PRINTS IN EXCHANGES) 


(Compiled by Besa Short) 
‘Picture People No. 13’ (RKO, 
mins.). Includes closeups of 
Fay Wray, Sonja Henie, Anna 
Neagle, Eddie Cantor. 

‘Trouble Spots of the East’ ‘U, 
912 mins.). Ceylon and Co- 
lombo travelog. 

‘Yankee Doodle Swing Shift’ 
(U, 7 mins.). Color cartoon 
comedy. 

‘Popular Science No. 6’ (Par, 
11 mins.). Includes Henry Kai- 
ser shipbuilding plants. 

‘Timber Athletes’ (Par, 10 
mins.). Covers sports requiring 
timber such as haseball, bow!- 
ing, diving, etc. 

‘Eatin’ on the Cuff?’ (WB, 7 
mins.), Looneytune cartoon com- 
edy. 

‘Fresh Hare’ (WB, 712 mins.). 
Bugs Bunny cartoon comedy. 

‘Western Whoopee’ ‘U. 10 
mins.). Closeup of Las Vegas, 
Nev. 

‘MacFarland Twins Orchestra’ 
(Par, 9 mins.). Band short in- 
cluding ‘Jingle Jangle’ number. 

‘Carry Harry’ (Col, 17 mins.). 
Harry Langdon comedy. 
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Finkel Buys Out His Late Partner 
In Pitt; Theatre-Exchange Briefs 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 8. 
Morris Finkel, veteran local exhib, 
purchased the interests of his late 
partner, Alex S. Moore, in Buena 
Vista Amus. Co., which owns and 
operates Capitol and Hilltop theatres 


here. Finkel and Moore were asso- 
ciated in business for 25 years at 
time of latter’s death couple of 


months ago. Negotiations were com- 
pleted with Mrs. Helen B. Moore, 
widow and administrator of the es- 
tate. At same time Finkel and O. 
F. Habegger bought out the Moore 
interest in the Mt. Oliver Theatre 
Co., operating the Mt. Oliver and 
Shadyside. Film Row rumors had 
it that Finkel would shortly consol- 
idate his holdin’s with those of his 
father, Harry Finkel, and brother, 
William Finkel, who run the Arcade 
and Colonial theatres on the South- 
side. 

Dave Flamm is the new manager 
of the MHarris-Senator, succeeding 
Robert Taylor, transferred to the 
Perry. Flamm, who worked at the 
Senator a dozen years ago when it 
was the Aldine, lately been doing 
publicity work, last having been ad- 
vance man for the ‘Roller Skating 
Vanities.’ Another new Harris cir- 
cuit manager is Charlie Alley, who 
has been assigned to the Newsreel, 
succeeding John Hooley, who's going 
back to the Gardens with the re- 
opening of the local sports arena for 
the fall and winter season. Alley 
recently resigned as manager of 
WB's Rialto, Charleston, W. Va. 

Sam Fleischman manager of the 
Roxian theatre in McKees Rocks, 
appointed gencral chairman of the 
AMPTOA of Western Pennsylvania 
annual convention, which will be 
held here, probably at the Roosevelt 
hotel, Oct. 19-20. 

Paul Holland. formerly with Alex- 
ander Film Co., now booking the 
southern houses of the Alpine cir- 


cuit. Bernie Potts continues as 
buyer and booker for the Alpine 
properties in Pittsburgh, 


Cleveland 
and Washington. ; 


Hugh Owen On Par Swing 

Hugh Owen, former district man- 
ager for Paramount in the southwest, 
who was recently brought into the 
homeoffice as eastern division sales 
head, left Monday (7) on a swing of 
several exchangs in his territory, 
including Cleveland, Detroit. In- 
dianapolis and Cincinnati. Coming 
back to New York he will contact 
the Philadelphia, Washington and 
Pittsburgh branches. 

On taking over the eastern divi- 
sion, Par also added three southern 
exchanges to Owen's territory, New 
Orleans, Charlotte and Atlanta, thus 
relieving George Smith of these 
zones. Smith, who formerly carried 
the heaviest divisional burden and 
had the entire south as well as the 
west, now handles only three of the 
southern exchanges, Memphis, Dallas 
and Oklahoma City, plus the entire 
western half of the country. 

Bob Gillham, Pxremount advertis- 
ins-exploitation chief. returned yes- 
terday (Tuesday) fvcm Wisconsin, 
where his family has been spending 


the summei Alec Moss, Par’s ex- 
ploitation head, in Miami for a cou- 
ple weeks. Neil Agnew in Chicago 


last Thursday (3) on company busi- 
ness. 

Harold Robb and Fd Rowley, op- 
€rators of a circuit in Texas, Okla- 
homa and Arkareas, were in last 
week to huddle with homeoffice Par 
execs. 

E. K. ‘Ted’ O'Shea, eastern-south 
ern division sales monager for Metro, 
left Friday (4) for New Orleans to 
discuss the local sales situation and 
product negotiations He may go 
on to Dalles for a counle of days 
before returnins to the h.o. the end 
of this week or early next 


Lightfoot’s Spot 


R. C. Lightfoot has bee: pointed 
to head the newly created territory 
of the Warner film checking service. 
embracing the St. Louis and Des 
Moines branche: D. S. Ramsdell, 
who had been svpervising St. Louis 
and Des Moines together with Chi- 
cago, will hereafter handle Chicago 
and Milwaukee. 


Ben Kalmenson, Warners’ general 
sales manager, on a tour of southern 
exchanges. Roy Haines was in Cin- 
cinnati and Detroit during the past 
week on Warner sales matters. 


Henry Mulbauer has been ap- 
pointed ad salesman in the Warner 
exchange at Pittsburgh, succeeding 


Robert Munn. who has 
the army. Munn _ is 
Camp Meade, Mad. 

William .W. McCormick, for five 
years sports writer on the Washing- 
ton Post, has joined the Warner pub- 
licity department. 


Sam Lefkowitz to UA 


_ Sam Lefkowitz joined United Art- 
Ists yesterday (Tuesday) in charge 
of the United Artists branch at New 
York, while reported that Charles 
Stern, now with UA in Boston, may 
succeed him as metropolitan N. Y. 


enlisted in 
stationed at 





district manager for Warner Bros. 


Spot has been open at WB since Lef- 
kowitz resigned, effective Friday (4). 

Eddie Schnitzer, eastern district 
head for UA, also makes his head- 
quarters at the company’s N.Y. ex- 
change. 

Formerly occupying the post now 
held by Schnitzer at UA, Stern now 
has the entire New England division 
with headquarters at Boston. 


Sniderman Moves Up 
Newark, Sept. 8. 

Eddie Sniderman, manager of 
Proctor’s RKO here, upped to assist- 
ant division manager in the metro- 
politan area. Sniderman will assist 
H. Russell Emde in supervising 13 
theatres in Newark, Union City, the 
Bronx and Westchester. 

Ancil Weinstein, formerly man- 
ager of the RKO 58th St. theatre, 
takes over as Proctor’s new manager. 


Reade Reopens Asbury 


Asbury Park, Sept. 8. 

Paramount theatre in Convention 
Hall reopened last week under di- 
rection of Walter Reade, after City 
Council approved new 20-year lease. 
Pact assured city of $12,500 minimum 
in rent during war time and $20,000 
in peacetime. Under percentage 
agreement city can receive as much 
as $35,000 a year in rental if gross 
receipts surpass $200,000, 

Agreement also calls for payment 
of $19,700 due Asbury Park by Par- 
amount Corp. Reade was an offi- 
cial of the corporation when it gave 
up its lease to the theatre in April. 


Hamburg to Des Moines 
Des Moines, Sept. 8. 
Harry Hamburg is new manager 
of Des Moines branch office of Par- 


amount Pictures, succeeding Joe 
Manfre, transferred to Paramount, 
Kansas City. Hamburg has _ been 


with Par 15 years, the last five as 
sales manager of the Chicago office. 
Before joining Paramount he _ op- 
erated several theatre at St. Louis. 
Swartout’s Batavia Dist. 
Buffalo, Sept. 8. 

WB appointed John Swartout city 
manager of the Family and Lafa- 
yette, Batavia. 

Allendale, Buffalo midtown nabe, 
leased by Marvin Atlas from Irving 
Cohen, 

Buffalo Variety Club in addition 
to purchasing $2,000 in War Bonds 
will present a field ambulance to the 
Army. 

Jack Leiner’ transferred from 
Buffalo to Cincinnati by Telenews. 

Lawrence J. Carkey relinguished 
his interest in the Avon, Syracuse. 

Charlie Boasberg, division mana- 
ger RKO, father of daughter, Susan 
B. 

New Regent. Dunkirk, capacity 
650, scheduled to open Oct. 1 under 
Clyde Lathrop. 

Military intelligence from former 
members of Buffalo theatre colony 
includes: Gus Lynch, former Schine 
circuit booker, training at Miami in 
the Army Air Corps; while Nelson 
Belosat, house manager for several 
Basil Bros. theatres, and Gordon 
Tresch of Shea's Buffalo publicity 
staff have both joined up. 





Dick Mayer to Goldman 
Philadelphia, Sept. 8. 
Richard Mayer, former manager of | 
the Studio, has been appointed pub- | 





licity and promotion head for Wil- 
liam Goldman Theatre chain, 
Exchanges on the south side of 





° . | 
Vine street given 90 days to vacate | 
i 


and find new locations to make way | 
for the widening of the artery lead- | 
ing from the Delaware River Bridge 





Ben Amsterdam, vet indie chain | 
head and formerly Chief Barker of 
the Variety Club. named film indus- | 

,try chairman for the Stage Door | 
Canteen’s drive for funds | 
Tom Dunphy Now An Asst, 
Hartford, Sept. 8 

Thomas Dunphy upped from stu- 
dent assistant to assistant manage 


Palace here. Replaces 
Gertrude L. Tracy, city’s first thea- | 
tre femme exec, who has been 
shifted to the Loew's Poli, Worcester, 
Mass. Will serve there in a similar 
capacity. 


of Loew’s 





Tell It to Mayme 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 

Experiment in femme film house | 
management goes into its first stage 
on the Fox-West Coast circuit this 
week with half a dozen gals upped 
from ticket booths to assistant man- | 
agers as a starter. If they make |} 
good, they will graduate into full | 
managership. Move is caused by the | 


future holds, as men are called to 
the armed forces of the nation. 
John Danz, prez, designated her for 
the Granada, class suburban house 
in the West Seattle district. 


Lionel Wasson, recent. arrival 
frorn Des Moines, where he was 
with Central States Theatres, is 


new house mgr. at Palomar (Ster- 
ling), where Jerry Ross is general 
boss. Bill Robison has been shifted 
to Roosevelt, another Sterling house, 
and Ernie Rose, ex-mgr. at Roose- 
velt, to manage Winter Garden. Cy 
Danz, W. G. megr., is at local hos- 
pital for a major operation, Rose to 
serve until his return to the job. 





Fadal’s Takeover 


Bremond, Texas, Sept. 9. 
Johnny Fadal, new owner and 
operator of the Texan, purchased 
from Lee Scarborough. Fadal re- 
cently sold the Strand, Rogers, 
Texas, to B. R. Hughes. 





Reynolds’ 3d Link 


Detroit, Sept. 8. 

Owner of the Family and Vogue 
in Grand Rapids, Mich., Howard T. 
Reynolds has added a third to his 
string. He signed a long term lease 
on the Stocking theatre, owned by 
Mrs. Marie Brown. 

The Rupert here has been taken 
over by Jack Susami, who for 21 
years has been a salesman for Uni- 
versal. The house was owned by Al 
Rupert, retiring and moving west. 





Linz Upped in Indpls. 
Indianapolis, Sept. 8. 

Norman Linz, formerly in charge 
of M-G show builder in territory, 
succeeds Ted Morris as exploitation 
man with exchange here. 

Alfred Chew, former shipper, 
takes Harry Hays’ place as booker 
at U. A. Robert Windisch, formerly 
with National Screen, follows Chew 
as shipper. 

Jack Hatfield succeeds Dick 
Hoover as director of Civic Theatre. 

George Landis, branch manager 
for 20th, took sales staff to regional 
meeting in Chicago last week. 





U's Regional Sales Meets 
William A. Scully, v.p. and gen- 
eral sales manager for Universal, is 
setting a series of regional sales 


meetings to bring about closer co-; 


ordination between studio produc- 
tion and the distribution forces. 

Scully plans to attend one of the 
meetings in Boston tomorrow 
(Thursday) and will preside over 
others in New York, Washington and 
Philadelphia. 

First meeting is being held today 
in Cleveland with Fred Myers, east- 
ern division manager, presiding. 
William Heineman, assistant general 
sales manager, will conduct a meet- 
ing Sept. 12 in Salt Lake City with 
reps from Los Angeles, San Fran- 
cisco, Seattle, Portland, Denver and 
Salt Lake offices. E. T. Gomersall, 
western division manager, will pre- 
side at the Chicago meeting includ- 
ing branch managers from St. Louis, 
Kansas City, Des Moines, Omaha, 
Minneapolis, Detroit, Milwaukee and 
Chicago. 

F. J. A. McCarthy, southern divi- 
sion manager, will preside at the 
Atlanta meeting with managers from 
Oklahoma City, Atlanta, New Or- 
leans, Indianapolis, Cincinnati, Mem- 
phis, Dallas and Charlotte. 


Nathanson’s UA Berth 
Nat Nathanson has been appointed 
Milwaukee — branch 
United Artists, 
Abrose, resigned. 
Nathanson joined UA in_ 1987, 
headquartering formerly in Chicago 


replacing James 


}and San Francisco. 


manager for | 





Sound Ballyhoo 


Minneapolis, Sept. 8. 
The Newsreel theatre garnered val- 
uable newspaper publicity gratis by 
making a unique offer in connection 


with the shots during the recent 
Ranger and Commando raids on 
Dieppe. 


To any patrons spotting a friend 
or relative in any of the sequences 
(a number of Minnesota boys were 
in the raid) and informing the man- 
agement, it offered a blown-up print, 
frame and everything, of the friend or 
relative taken off the original news- 
ree] film. 


BALLY IS NEW PROBLEM 
FOR FOREIGN MANAGERS 


Latest headache for foreign man- 
agers, whose problems have grown 
under wartime conditions, is the 
matter of getting advertising matter, 
publicity and exploitation material 
to foreign accounts in time for play- 
dates of pictures. This is added to 
the difficulties with frozen coin, 
film quotas, shipping and censorship. 

While priorities on film shipments 
to foreign countries have at last 
been obtained, foreign sales chiefs 
still are struggling to secure the 
same clearance for ad-exploitation 
matter. Recent experiences have 
shown ‘that such essential material 
for ballying a picture sometimes has 
arrived a month after the film opens 
its first playdates. Right now the 
biggest difficulty in this respect has 
been encountered in India. 











‘Here We Go’ Bally 


E. L. Alperson, general manager of 
RKO theatres, has set ‘Here We Go 
Again, Fibber McGee & Molly- 
Edgar Bergen starrer, for a Saturday 
morning coast-to-coast preem in all 
RKO theatres Oct. 10. 

It’s on a double bill with a Tim 
Holt western with adults not to be 
admitted unless accompanied by 
children. Tickets will be sold in ad- 
vance, there will be no reserved 
seats but all ticket holders will be 
assured of seats. 


‘WAKE’S' CHI BOND PREEM 


Chicago, Sept. 8. 
with the Treasury 
& Katz is present- 
ing a gala premiere of ‘Wake Is- 
land,’ on Tuesday evening (15) at 
which the admission will be by pur- 
chase of war bonds only. 





Cooperating 
Dept., Balaban 





Seats will be given purchasers of 


$500, $1,000, $2,500 and $5,000 bonds. 
Norman B. Collins, state administra- 
tor of the U. S. Treasury War Sav- 
ings Dept., represents the govern- 
ment in the deal. 











Majors Meeting Heavy Film Biz By 





Upping Exploitation Budgets 25%, 


Capitalizing on current ‘hot’ mar- 
ket for pictures, major producer- 
distributors* have increased advertis- 
ing and exploitation budgets by ap- 
proximately 25% this year and 
broadened the base of key exploita- 
tion to include approximately 200 


situations, as compared with around | 
1/100 cities 


and towns covered last 
year. Some of the majors, such as 
Paramount, are now going into towns 
of 15,000 to 20,000 population with 
bigtown exploitation, 

Theatre operators and advertising 
department heads hold that exploita- 
tion is now more profitable than ever 
before in pre-conditioning the public 
to new attractions because ticket 
buyers are in a better position to pay 
for entertainment. Response to ex- 
ploitation this year is reported best 


exodus of young men to the Army | since 1930. 


and the airplane plants. 





Sterling’s Femme Mer. 
Seattle, Sept. 8. | 

Sterling Chain’s first woman man- 
ager of a theatre, Lillian Saxe, is | 
probably an indication of what the 


' 


Opinion expressed in some quar- 
ters is that pictures, in general, are 
not better than last year, but that 


| the market has been broadened by 


defense coin spending to an extent 


lwhere it is now profitable to spend 


extra money exploiting in-between- 
ers—pictures on the borderline be 
'tween A and B rating 

Majors, such as Metro, Paramount, 
Warners and 20th-Fcx, will spend in 
ghborhood of $6,000,000 in co- 
operative and national magazine ad- 
vertising and other exploitation this 
year, with Metro alone estimated 
spending around $2,000,000. Major 


the nel 


in such companies as Universal, Co- 
lumbia and RKO will reportedly go 
into cooperative advertising, though 
these companies are also using more 
national magazine space than last 
rear. 





| Paramount spends in the neighbor- 
| hood of $500,000 annually in cooper- 
while Columbia 
has been appropriating around $200,- 
{ 900. Metro does not use cooperative 
po Aendnanes. as 
other majors, spending heavily on its 
lown. Large proporotion of Par, 
20th-Fox and WB increased exploita- 
ition will be used in national mags. 


ative advertising, 


part of the 25% exploitation increase | 





| 


extensively as the} 
| Vice-President 





Proposal to Liberalize Pix Ad 
Code to Conform With War Tempo 
Looks Cold; Par's ‘Hell’ in ‘Wake 


> 
v 


Question of changing the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors 
Assn. advertising code is scheduled 
to come up for consideration at the 
quarterly meeting of the Hays office 
directors today (Wednesday). Ad- 
vance indications are that no change 
in the ad code will be made despite 
the apparent feeling by some ad- 
vertising-publicity men that it should 
be liberalized in keeping with war- 
time conditions, 

Reason for any consideration of the 
advertising code at this time is be- 
cause Paramount allegedly used the 
word ‘hell’ in advertising on ‘Wake 
Island’ without authorization. Robert 
Gillham, Par ad-publicity chief, gave 
his side of the story tc a meeting of 
top executives last week. Understood 
that he pointed to the general use of 
this word, ‘hell,’ by U. S. generals 
and others in the service or similar 
virile expressions as one justification, 
Also it was cited that use of the word 
was essential for this type of screen 
vehicle, 

It is believed in the trade that the 
directors will fight shy of asserting 
Paramount was justified because of 
the precedent it would establish. 
Even though there are ad-publicity 
managers who feel that the prevail- 
ing times demand intestinal fortitude 
in ad matter, any letting down of the 
bars, it is reported, likely would re- 
sult in an entire revamping of the 
ad code. Also cited by other indus- 
try officials that conservative news- 
papers recently carried even more 
expressive words in news stories, as 
indicating that times have changed 
from the time the original ad code 
was drawn up. 

‘Sexing Up’ Ads 

While other major companies: ap- 
parently have cut corners lately in 
sexing up their advertising, it was 
pointed out this week that such sexy 
ads, while possibly not in good 
taste, are open to interpretation un- 
der the ad code. In contrast, ap- 
parently the code bans the word 
‘hell’ specifically. 

While Par’s use of the word pre- 
cipitated the MPPDA action in 
studying the advertising code, there 
have been several other question- 
able ads cropping up lately. Whether 
these will come before the MPPDA 
directors for consideration could not 
be learned. Reported that one 
especially sexy ad from a major 
company ducked the ad code by past- 


ing together two photos, each of 
which had been okayed separately 


by the Hays office but not in final 
suggestive form. Apparently not 
evading the letter of the ad code 
by-laws, this advertisement was 
questioned as to whether complying 
with the spirit of regulations. 
While the Hays office is treating 
the squawks on these ad matters as 
routine, the advertising advisory 
council (now the Public Relations 
Committee, eastern group) is re- 
ported as not exactly unanimous for 
the existing ad code. PRC 
members feel it should be brought 
up to date or at least temporarily 
revamped in line with wartime con- 
ditions and the long lineup of cur- 
rent war productions which are any- 
thing but mamby-pamby. Their at- 
titude is that the ad code will cramp 


Some 


their style in selling these virile 
productions, A few even expressed 
the opinion that such strong screen 
fare would be at a disadvantage in 
cashing in on full potentialities - 


ply because of the ad code restric- 
t10Nns., 


Reiner on Victory Pix 


Mannie Reiner, Paramount special 
publicity man and exploiteer, has 
been assigned by the tompany to 
handle its Victory Shorts—briefies 
made at the suggestion of Lowell 
Mellett’s division of the Office of 
War Information. 

First two Victory Shorts to come 
through are ‘A Letter from Bataan’ 
and ‘We Shall Never Die.’ Latter 
concerns the people—and their coun- 
terparts throughout the world—of 
the town of Lidice, Czechoslovakia, 
which was razed by the Germans. 
Two additional films are in produc- 
tion, ‘The Aldrich Family Gets in 
the Scrap’ and a picture based on 
Wallace’s famed 
speech of several months ago. 

Par sells its Victory pix on a flat 
$1 a day rental to any size house. 





Se NE RNR PIR 


a 





+ Oe 3 





Or ATER AIL 

















Wednesday, September 9, 1912 































“Let me tell you about my 
first group of eight pictures 
for 1942-43.” 


GREAT EIGHT! 


CLARK GABLE : LANA TURNER 
in SOMEWHERE I'LL FIND YOU" 


Miniver Business! 


Continues to top “Mrs. Miniver” in many spots and close to it 
elsewhere! Public interest in Clark’s latest picture is tremendous, 
resulting in extended runs everywhere. Far ahead of “‘Honky 
Tonk” his previous co-starring hit with Lana Turner, and out- 
of-sight of the biggest M-G-M hits of the past season. A real 
showman’s attraction for which schedules should be held wide 
open for extra time. 


CLARK GABLE - LANA TURNER in “SOMEWHERE I'LL FIND YOU" with 

Robert Sterling - Patricia Dane - Reginald Owen - Lee Patrick - Charles 

Dingle - Screen Play by Marguerite Roberts - Adaptation by Walter 

Reisch - Based Upon a Cosmopolitan Magazine Story by Charles Hoffman 

Directed by WESLEY RUGGLES - Produced by PANDRO S. BERMAN 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


Mary Roberts Rinehart’s Famed Character 
“TISH” Portrayed by Marjorie Main 


A Proven Audience Hit! 


One of those rare word-of-mouth shows that starts Big and 
finishes Big. For example Norfolk opened at 228 per cent. and 
finished at 259 per cent. Baltimore opened at 162 per cent. and 
finished at 168 per cent. Houston opened at 128 per cent. and fin- 
ished at 150 per cent. Atlanta opened at 151 per cent. and finished 
at 148 per cent. Providence opened at 134 per cent. and finished at 
133 per cent. The third solid hit to start your M-G-M season 
and that gives you an idea of what you get in the First Group, 
the Great Eight! 


“TISH" with Marjorie Main - ZaSu Pitts - Aline MacMahon - Lee 
Bowman - Guy Kibbee - Susan Peters - Virginia Grey - Richard 
Quine + Screen Play by Harry Ruskin - Adaptation by Annalee 
Whitmore Jacoby and Thomas Seller - Founded in part on Stories 
by Mary Roberts Rinehart - Directed by S. SYLVAN SIMON - Pro- 
duced by ORVILLE O. DULL - A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


“PANAMA HATTIE’ starring 
RED SKELTON - ANN SOTHERN 


Sensation of the Nation! 


To give you an idea of the sizzling pace set by this Queen of 
Musical Shows in its first engagements. The business at New 
Orleans, Providence, Syracuse, Richmond and Nashville tops 
“Babes On Broadway” and “Honky Tonk” and in Wilmington 
it beat the advanced price business of ‘Boom Town.” A hold- 
over natural and what a follow-up for M-G-M showmen who 
start 1942-43 season with “Somewhere I'll Find You.” 


“PANAMA HATTIE” starring RED SKELTON + ANN SOTHERN 

with “Rags” Ragland - Ben Blue + Marsha Hunt - Virginia 

O'Brien - Alan Mowbray - Dan Dailey, Jr. + Jackie Horner 

Screen Play by Jack McGowan and Wilkie Mahoney 

Directed by NORMAN Z. McLEOD - Produced by ARTHUR FREED 
* A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


“APACHE TRAIL" 


A Great M-G-M Western Drama! 


M-G-M set out to answer the demand for outdoor action pic- 
tures with a production worthy of Culver City standards. Based 
on a Collier’s Magazine story, it tells of twenty-four thrill-packed 
hours at an isolated stage station during the days of Apache 
warfare. The trade critics have given it a rousing reception, as 
will your patrons. “Big Classification’—Box Office Magazine. 
“Meat for fans’—Film Daily. “You can recommend without 
reservation’’—Showmen’s Trade Review. You may be sure that 
when Leo invades the Western scene he rides high, wide and 
handsome. 


“APACHE TRAIL” with Lloyd Nolan + Donna Reed + William Lundigan 

Ann Ayars + Connie Gilchrist - Chill Wills - Screen Play by Maurice 

Geraghty + Directed by RICHARD THORPE - Produced by SAMUEL MARX 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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“THE WAR AGAINST 
MRS. HADLEY” 


Watch for Broadcast! 


Selected for the Kate Smith nationwide broadcast on September 
25th as one of the most important of new season pictures, this 
production is already one of the most discussed among Fall at- 
tractions. For the millions who loved ‘‘Mrs. Miniver’’ it tells of 
another war-time mother who does not realize the impact of 
the world struggle until it reaches her frivolous life. But then she 
rises with a magnificence that is a tribute to American woman- 
hood. Great performances by Edward Arnold, Fay Bainter, 
Richard Ney (of Miniver fame) and others. Far from the beaten 
track in content and a natural for promotion make this a show 
for showmen. 


“THE WAR AGAINST MRS. HADLEY” with Edward Arnold + Fay 

Bainter, Richard Ney * Jean Rogers + Sara Allgood + Spring 

Byington + Van Johnson « Isobel Elsom + Frances Rafferty + Dorothy 

Morris »- Original Screen Play by George Oppenheimer 

Directed by HAROLD S. BUCQUET - Produced by IRVING ASHER 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


JEANETTE = ROBERT 
MacDONALD YOUNG 


in “CAIRO” with Ethel Waters 
De Luxe Musical! 


A sly and racy travesty on spy plots that will be a refreshing 
change of pace for modern audiences. It kids the menaces delight- 
fully. The stars are at their top form and the addition of torch- 
singer Ethel Waters repeating her stage triumphs is a stroke of 
smart showmanship. The production’ spares nothing in ultra 
magnificence. It is a de luxe show with a roster of talent, hit 
songs and desert sirens that—in the words of Daily Variety— 
‘audiences will thoroughly enjoy.” 


JEANETTE MacDONALD - ROBERT YOUNG in “CAIRO” with Ethel Waters 

Reginald Owen + Grant Mitchell + Lionel Atwill +, Edward Ciannelli 

Screen Play by John McClain + Directed by Maj. W. S. VAN DYKE Il 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 





“SEVEN SWEETH EARTS' starring 


Kathryn GRAYSON °* Van HEFLIN « Marsha HUNT 
Watch Big Press Stunt! 


The newspapers are accepting the challenge from all parts of the 
country. “Which are the Seven Most Romantic Cities in Amer- 
ica?” They will be honored with simultaneous Previews of this 
glorious entertainment. And never did a show better deserve 
the nationwide publicity. Pasternak’s first for M-G-M has all the 
charm and musical beauty that brought him praise for his 
Deanna Durbin successes. And another singing star zooms to 
fame, pretty Kathryn Grayson with the golden voice: And an3 
other hit for Van Heflin. A prediction: It will be the box-office 
sweetheart of this new season! 


“SEVEN SWEETHEARTS” starring Kathryn Grayson « Van Heflin » Marsha Hunt 

with Cecilia Parker - Peggy Moran - Diana Lewis « S. Z. Sakall - A FRANK 

BORZAGE Production + Original Screen Play by Walter Reisch and Leo 

Townsend + Directed by FRANK BORZAGE + Produced by JOE PASTERNAK 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


MICKEY ROONEY 


in’ A YANK AT ETON’ 
No. 1 Box-Office Star Wows Them! 


Right up Mickey’s alley is this fast-moving yarn, brimming over 
with the material that gives America’s No. 1 Box-Office Star the 
opportunity to do his stuff. An All-American football tornado 
goes to swank English Eton school and rocks it to its founda- 
tions—with laughter! It’s hands _under,the table with those 
English cuties for Mickey and hands-across-the-sea with his Eng 
lish buddies at the rousing finish. Watch the fans eat this one up! 


MICKEY ROONEY in “A YANK AT ETON", with Edmund Gwenn + fan 

Hunter * Freddie Bartholomew ° Marta. Linden + Juanita Quigley 

Alan Mowbray + Screen Play by George Oppenheimer, Lionel Houser 

and Thomas Phipps + Original Story by George Oppenheimer « Directed 

by NORMAN TAUROG + Produced by JOHN, W,. CONSIDINE, Jr, 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


6 FKP 


Chinese Epigram: 


“SOW EARLY AND YOU 
WILL REAP EARLY” 


American Epigram: 
“M-G-M Pictures are 


!»? 


best in the long run! 
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Give Aussie Govt 


Sydney, Sept. 8. 

Norman Rydge, head of the 
Greater Union Theatres circuit, has 
formulated a plan whereby the film 
industry would contribute $1,000,000 
to the government as a war loan. 
At a luncheon held here last week 
by film industry leaders Rydge 
broached the idea. He suggested 
that each U. S. distributor come 
through with $100,000 and said that 
his own company would contribute 
that amount. He believed that 
other circuits should also contribute 
$100,000 apiece, or at least an 
amount commensurate with their 
ability to contribute. 

The film business here, especially 
the U. S. major companies, is still 
mulling Rydge’s request. Many 
here view the campaign as 4a 
patriotic gesture which may in part 
soften additional taxes. Others see 
the move as one to bring about 
more unity in the industry and gear 
the business on 100% war effort. 

Any coin coming from American 
distributors would be taken from 
the millions impounded here on 
okay from N. Y. 





Proposition to contribute to the 
Australian war loan was received 
in N. Y. last week by the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors 
Assn., with action probable at a ses- 
sion before the end of the current 
week. No indication as to what ac- 
tion would be taken but some for- 
eign managers lately have been op- 
posed to linking the frozen money 
situation with any other monetary 
matter. 


Brazil Lists New 
Reasons for Nix 
On ‘Dictator 


Rio de Janeiro, Aug. 28. 

Charles Chaplin’s ‘The Great Dic- 
tator, which has failen afoul of 
censorship in numerous countries 
throughout the world, added Brazil 
to the Hst this week. After playing 
in four first-run houses simultane- 
ously to tremendous biz, the film got 
the red light from the Department 
of Press and Propaganda and its 
future currently is uncertain. 
Por ach Nb, anne “Sy hae, me ee esto pF Mitt AS 
runs in the four 








houses, but not 
without threats from DIP (Press and 


Propaganda Department) that the 
theatres would have their licenses 
revoked and would be fined and 
forcibly shuttered. It was during a 
running argument on the _ subject 
between the distributors, United 
Artists, and DIP that the engage- 


ment was played out. 

DIP’s new director, Major Antonio 
Jose Coelho Reis, raised objections 
to at least 30 scenes in the film. His 
squawk in general was that it was 
communistic and demoraltzing. 
particularly 


ag 
re 
objected to the famed 


there the country was not at war. 
Major Reis also objected to the 
shot at the beginning when Chaplin 
pulls the firing cord on a giant can- 
non and the shell slowly oozes out 
and falls at his feet. DIP director 
declared that was poking fun at the 
military and this is no time for 
laughing at armies. Latins don’t 
have the same sesne of humor as 
people in U. S. and take jibes at 
the services very seriously. That’s 
why. there is considerable objection 
from a U. S. propaganda standpoint 
to films showing Abbott & Costello 
and other comics in the forces. 
Henrique Baez, UA’s director gen- 
eral in Brazil, refused to make the 
cuts demanded. He informed DIP 
that UA was unauthorized to change 
the film in any way without express 
permission of Chaplin. 





Pee + 


Bpeecn ai the end when Chaplin, iti 
the guise of Hitler, but actually a 
humanitarian barber, appealed di- 
rectly to the Army to give up the 
fight. Speech is somewhat pacifistic 
in nature and, it is recalled, there | 
Was some objection to it on that 
ground in the United States also, al- 
though when the film was shown 


Norman Rydge Proposes Picture Biz 


$1,000,000 as War 


Loan: $100,000 Each From U. S. Cos. 





| WAR SHORTS IN S. A. 


Majors Huddle on Proper Handling 
of WAC Pix 


Method for handling the industry’s 
War Activities Committee shorts in 
the Latin-Americas was the princi- 
pal topic of discussion yesterday 
(Tuesday) at a confab of major com- 
pany foreign sales chiefs with execu- 
tives of the Office of Coordinator of 
Inter-American Affairs. Foreign 
chiefs were convinced that these 
shorts are highly important as con- 
cerns the Latin-American market 
and should receive the most wide- 
spread distribution possible. In ad- 
dition, many are excellent subjects. 

After the meeting, it appeared 
likely that each major company 
would handle its own shorts in Cen- 
tral and South America. Foreign 
sales managers considered this the 
most feasible means of getting maxi- 
mum coverage. 


Show Biz Not 
Yet ‘Essential’ In 
Can. Labor Draft 


——__—_ 


Ottawa, Sept. 8. 

Practically every phase of show 
biz is affected by Canada’s new ‘man- 
power mobilization’ regulations 
which went into effect last week (1). 
Laid out by Labor Minister Hum- 
phrey Mitchell and Elliot Little, di- 
rector of National Selective Service, 
the rules give NSS men the right to 
try to pursuade anybody to leave the 
job they have and do work more 
essential to the war effort. Em- 
ployers and employees have to sub- 
mit seven days’ notice in writing 
before jobs are shifted in any way, 
and anyone capable of working is 
prevented from remaining unem- 
ployed. 

Statements of their future labor 
needs are to be filed immediately by 
all essential employers with NSS and 
labor offices. 

Although newspapers have come 
under the general classification of 
‘essential industry,’ radio and thea- 
tres have not been defined in that 
category. 
Or request for employment come 
from either industry, the labor or 
NSS offices might possibly class them 
\ as. ‘essential. ye AS > ee, 
weold’ mov Commit tnemseives 
way or the other, preferring to 
until an order or request is n 
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Grandview Film Co. 
Moves From Hongkong 
Back to San Francisco 


San Francisco, Sept. 8 
Maybe Frisco ain’t Hollywood, but 
| it does have its motion picture pro- 
duction unit, as result’ of the war in 














the Far East. 

Grandview Film Co which was 
run out of Hongkong by the Japs 
has established 


proauction M 
quarters at the Grandview theatre 
in Chinatown, and is already film- 


Ing a romantic comedy, ‘Gum Ko 
| Ting Far,’ which, freely translated 
| means ‘Lovers of the Golden Gate.’ 
| The cast was recruited from 
| Chinatown’s Mandarin Theatre, only 
all-Chinese legit in the country. 
Grandview Film was established 
by a group of Frisco Chinese in 
1933, and after production of one 


picture here that year, the produc- 
tion end of the business was shifted 
to Hongkong, for reasons of lower 
costs, authentic atmosphere, and 
because the exhibiting market was 
principally in China. 

Under the new setup, the pix will 
be distributed to Chinese exhibs in 
this country, Canada and South 
America. There are about 20 outlets 
for the films in the United States. 

Writer and director for the 


annual Rice Bowl Party, and 
|} shoot carnival scenes at the Rice 
Bowl Party in Chinatown in October. 





However, should an order | 


one | 


unit 
is Joseph Sunn, who is planning to 
weave his next picture around the 
east? 
Will 


Dunn to Coast 


Warners’ Far East- 
re- 


Harold Dunn, 
ern supervisor, who 
' tu ned to the U. S. on the exchange 
ship Gripsnolm, left last Friday (4) 
for the Coast, where he will make 
a personal report on the situation 
'in the Orient to Harry M. Warner, 
| president of Warners. 

Dunn was hosted at a luncheon by 
Warner homeoffice executives prior 
'to his departure for Hollywood. 


5 Newsreels Set 
Roto Coverage 


For Latin-Amer. 


The five U. S. newsreels will ex- 
pand their Latin-American coverage 
through a roto arrangement in 
which the Office of the Coordinator 
o! Inter-American Affairs 
feller committee) is participating, 
according to plan set last week. 
Establishment of new setup was ar- 
ranged at a meeting of newsreel 
chiefs with reps of CIAA in New 
York. ; 

Arrangement calls for placing 
cameramen in Buenos Aires, San- 
tiogo and Rio de Janeiro. Men will 
stay in the employ of one company, 
and take assignments only through 
it. Then footage will be made 
available simultaneously to all other 
reels. The five reels will split the 
cost of maintaining the cameramen 
with the employing company and the 
CIAA. CIAA participation is un- 
derstood to be half of the total. 
Setup will have Paramount’s man in 
Rio, Pathe’s in Santiago and Mo- 
vietone at Buenos Aires. 

Obtaining newsreel material from 
Latin-America for showing both in 
the U. S. and in the Latin-Amer- 
icas has been a problem to the 
CIAA. There is a dearth of native 
newsreel cameramen and these few 
are reported as lacking experience. 
They also have old equipment and 
aren’t accustomed to the pace of 
American outfits. On the other 
hand, it hasn’t been profitable for 
American reels to maintain staff 
lensers south of the border because 
of the small revenue from dis- 
tribution, but more important, the 
news has not justified heavy outlay. 

The Coordinator’s Office has tried 
to solve this problem in Brazil by 
cooperating with the Department 
Press and Propaganda in de- 
veloping native cameramen. It has 
sent William Murray to Rio for six 
months, at the request of Brazil’s 


recently 
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| In the latter cases the Jap re-hashes 
were foisted on the public as orig- 
inal Jap tunes. 

Film Trust 

Japan's motion picture industry 
is also undergoing a complete over- 
haul by the military authorities. Not 
only have the producing companies 
been forced to consolidate, but dis- 
tribution has all been placed in the 
hands of Nihon Eigasha (Japan Mo- 
tion Picture Co.). There are some 
who think the reorganization of the 
industry may eventually prove a 
benefit and that better product will 
emerge. The industry itself does 
not think so. 

As matters now stand, no picture 
may be placed in production until 
about a dozen government depart- 
ments have given script, cast and 
producing staff a co.:aplete once-over. 
Usually an opus gets stymied some- 
where along the line, over a com- 
paratively minor detail, and the 
company is left holding the bag 
with idle stages, money invested in 
props which may never be used, and 
the thousand and one items which 
run into coin fast. Talent also doesn’t 
cherish the idea of some government 
supernumerary deciding their suit- 
ability for certain parts. In other 
words, all is now in a state of chaos. 

The quality of Jap pix has never 
been high as compared with Ameri- 
can productions, but government 
| Supervision has certainly not helped 
matters, Stories invariably follow the 
Same pattern of Japan's military 
might and the weaknesses of the 
Western powers opposing them. The 
numerous benefits, to conquered 
countries, of the ‘East Asia Co-Pros- 
perity Sphere’ is also regularly fed 
to the public. 

In face of poor product, now re- 
lieved only occasionally by Nazi or 
Fascist pix, the public continues to 
patronize the movies heavily. This 
is due mainly to the fact that there 
are practically no other forms of en- 
tertainment for them, and while the 
stories are all along the same line, 
they do get to see their favorites in 
action. Booming war industries also 
explain continued prosperity of the 
exhibs. All houses throughout the 
country are now on a grind sched- 
ule, opening at noon and closing at 
9 p.m., with no stage shows or other 
entertainment allowed. Advertising 
is cut down to an absolute minimum. 

Raw stock, never too plentiful be- 
fore the war, is now reaching a seri- 
ous stage. Material shortage is one 
big item, but lack of experienced 
help is the chief headache. This is 
also true throughout the 
Every department is acutely suffer- 
ing from this malady. When it is re- 
membered that in the heyday even 
{the simplest jobs required at least 
| two and sometimes three hands, the 
| labor shortage is seen to be a serious 
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| one. 
government to train native lensers. | Legit Okay 
Murray — . cOrmes - Bigs sistant | The legit field is somewhat rosy at 

Pr Re cs State Peta Ee SORT EY LRT 
The CIAA néwsreefSeM.vh, headed | KizZa is reaching new heights ot pop- 

by Jack Connolly, Pathe’s News| ularity because the era of high wages 
editor for many years, is probably has opened up an entirely new group 
ine Coordinator’s most effective | to tap. Stories used. as the basis. 
propaganda arm It arranges for | continue to follow the old legends 


ithe use in both the Latin-American 

nd domestic versions of the five 
new: subjects 
to the CIAA program. In the Span- 
ish and Portuguese versions, this 
means the inclusion not only of 
levents directly pertaining to Latin- 
America, but sequences giving a 
buildup to U. S. armed forces, pro- 


Jap mtinr Ta - ; - + 
auctive capacity, etc. 


reels, many 


All Latin-American dignitaries ar- | 
news- | 


riving in North America, are 
reeled and shot back to theatres in 
Central and S America 

Because income to the reels from 
Latin-America is too small to pic- 
ture events and personalities whose 
ews value doesn’t justify their in- | 


ion in domestic issues, the CIAA 
pays for such coverage 
Vice-President Henry Wallace has 
become one of the favorite subjects 
of the newsreels for Latin-American 
accounts. He has acquired great 
ability in speaking Spanish. There 
| are few Spanish-speaking dignitaries 
|ccming to this country who don’: 
have a chat with the Vice-President. 
And the newsreels are frequently 
|on hand to cover these. 





Morgan, 20th, in N. Y. 
From Trinidad Post 


William Morgan, 20th-Fox man- 
| ager in Trinidad, arrived in New 
| York last week for homeoffice con- 
|fabs. It’s his first trip to the U. S. 
| in several years. 
| Understood that Morgan will seek 
}a transfer to some other spot. 


valuable | 


with by the military. There no 
need to, anyway, because most of 
them bring out the fighting abilities 
of the Japs and put over the so- 
called ‘spirit of Bushido.’ Kabuki 
drama is almost as old as Japan, but 
|if and when it becomes necessary 
to revamp it to conform to Japan’s 
| propaganda requirements, the army 
won't hesitate to take the step 
Professional story-tellers (naniwa- 
L 


bushi) are also enjoying increasing 
| popularity, especially in the countr: 
districts. The material they use i 
closely supervised by the authorities 
and their stories invariably are 
woven around Japan’s war effort 
1 Through these artists the govern- 


ment softens the which the 
public are called upon to make, espe- 
cially those in the farming districts. 

Legit music is still going strong. 
The two big symphonies, the Tokyo 
and the New, are quite as popular 
as ever. The Germans have taken 
a hand in this field, however, and 
have seen to it that conductors with 
Nazi sympathies are in charge and 
the non-Nazi musicians kicked out. 
German and Italian compositions are 
played almost exclusively. 

Radio 

Radio is still a big thing, but since 
|it is directly owned and controlled 
by the government, little but gov- 
ernment propaganda is permitted. 
Purely entertainment programs are 
strictly taboo, though occasionally 
they do permit maniwa-bushi and 
nagauta (story-tellers with music) 
performers. Time is almost exclu- 


sacrifices 





industry. | 
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Japs ‘Purifying’ Show Biz | 
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can songs in Jap rythm and tempo. sively given over to highly-colored 


war news, speeches of government 
officials and talks on how to con- 
form to the various government de- 
crees and regulations. 

Canned music is getting scarce 
because master-platters were for- 
merly brought from the United 
States and pressed in Japan. Now 
that they are forced to depend on 
local recordings, the demand for 
them isn’t quite as brisk as in the 
past. Scarcity of raw materials also 
is beginning to have its effect. 

Personal entertainment is having 
its ups and downs in Japan. Geisha, 
who formerly catered to quite a 
large section of the Japanese pub- 
lic, are in the official doghouse be- 
cause they can’t be regimented so 
easily and because they meet their 
public in small groups at eating 
houses and the like. A tax of fre- 
quently 100% on this form of enter- 
tainment also has a tendencyto dis- 
courage its popularity. Destruction 
of this type of fun is hard to take 
because it is one of the oldest insti- 
tutions in Japan. There’s little or no 
open criticism of the regulations, 
however, because the Jap public 
knows that such will be dealt with 
summarily by the government. 


‘SHADOWS’ UNCERTAIN 
IN LONDON PREMIERE 


London, Sept. 8. 

‘Men in Shadows’ is the newcomer 
of the past week to the West End 
legit scene, and early indications are 
that the war drama isn’t sturdy 
enough to stand the pace. The daily 
press was receptive to the produc- 
tion for its merits, but the general 
theme suggests a lack of b.o. power. 

It was splendidly acted in its open- 
ing last Wednesday night at the 
Vaudeville theatre. 


Pratchett Returning 
To Latin Territory 


A. L. Pratchett, Paramount’s man- 
aging director for the Latin Amer- 
icas, shoves off from N. Y. for his 
territory today (Wednesday). He 
has been in Gotham for the last 
month to hold homeoffice talks with 
John W. Hicks, Jr., foreign sales 
chief. 

Pratchett plans to go to Puerto 
Rico and Trinidad first, not heading 
for Mexico City, his usual headquar- 
ters, for several months 

Kelly Over UA Foreign 

Arthur W. Kelly, United Artists 
vice-president and chairman of the 
as assumed the 
f the company’s 








hho Seer n 


cy 


in the status of Walter Gould, pres- 
ent UA manager, excepting that he 
would continue as the company’s 
now 


foreign ition he 


holds 
1C1S, 


manager, po 
He had assistant to 
Kelly when the latter was foreign 
sales chief. Report that Gould might 
not continue with UA is denied, 


been 





Current London Shows 








London, Sept. 8. 
‘All’s Fair,’ Whitehall 
‘Blithe Spirit,’ St. 
‘Dancing Years,’ Adelphi. 
‘Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Haymarket. 
D’Oyly Carte Opera, Princess, 
‘Flarepath,’ Apollo 
‘Fine and Dandy,’ Saville. 
‘Full Swing,’ Palace. 
‘Gangway,’ Palladium. 
‘Get a Load of This,’ Hippodrome. 
‘Int'l Ballet, His Majesty’s 
‘Lifeline,’ Duchess. 
‘Light and Shade,’ Ambassador. 
‘Macbeth,’ Piccadilly. 
‘Maid of the Mountains.’ Coliseum. 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Savoy, 
‘Men in Shadows,’ Vaudeville. 
‘Morning Star,’ Globe. 
‘Murder Without Crime,’ Comedy. 
‘No Orchids for Blandish,’ Wales. 
‘Quiet Week-End,’ Wyndham’s, 
‘Rain,’ St. Martin’s. 
‘Rebecca,’ Lyric. 
‘Rose-Marie,’ Stoll’s. 
Russian Ballet, Cambridge. 
Sadler’s Wells Ballet, New. 
‘Salt of Earth,’ Vaudeville. 
‘Sky High,’ Phoenix. 
‘Wild Rose,’ Prince. 
‘Warn That Man,’ Garrick. 
‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Aldwych. 
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Sponable’s 3-Sprocket Projector, 
To Save Film, Gaining More Attention 





Industry toppers are giving serious 
attention to the new type of film 


projector recommended by E. I. 


Sponable as a means of saving 500,- | 
000,000 feet of film annually, follow- 
ing a preliminary demonstration at | 
Fox Movietone studios last Thursday | 
(3), when it was shown that, once 
changes are made, the projector can 
be shifted back and forth for either 
three-hole or four-hole frames, so 
that reissues can be used. Sponable 
also explained that the three-hole 


method provides for the same pro- 
jection speed of 24 frames per second 
as is now in use. 

Industry print departments heads 
are skeptical on the subject of being 
able to use reissues on the Sponable 
system but favor the hangover as a 
raw film conservation method. 

Changeover to the new plan, how- 
ever, can’t be attempted unless every 
one of the  producer-distributors 
agrees to it. Several meetings of 
picture company heads are sched- 
uled this week, with Sponable pre- 
paring more film for a finished dem- 
onstration to be given shortly. Film 
shown until now has been of a semi- 
experimental nature and not of regu- 
lar production quality, though suit- 
able for demonstration purposes. 

Under current wartime conditions, 
with prospect of reduced raw stock 
availability as time goes on, industry 
execs are of opinion that possibility 
of a change in projection must be 
fully explored. 

Estimates provided by Sponable 
are that o(st of adjusting cameras 
would be about $400 each, while ad- 
justments in booth projectors would 
aan from $100 to $125 each. Problem 
of getting sufficient mechanical la- 


bor to make the changes, should the | 


plan be adopted, as well as overall 
cost for the industry, is being dis- 
cussed further. 

Among other film conservation 
ideas being discussed in the trade is 
plan to reduce the normal width of 
35-millimeter film by 34% mm. via 
elimination of the sprocket holes on 
the side opposite the sound track. 
This would reduce the width approx- 
imately one-tenth, consequently rep- 
resenting a saving of 10% in total 
raw stock consumption by the whole 
industry. 

Chief reason why the theory is be- 
ing advanced is that it has worked 
out satisfactorily with 16-mm. stock 
on sound talking pictures. It would 
represent a headache for the film 
laboratories and manufacturers be- 
cause machinery would have to be 
altered to the smaller width of film 
stock. It would mean no change 
for the exhibitor. 


CEILING ON TRAILERS 


Don't Want Them Discontinued But 
Seek Regulation 


At a meeting during the past week 
of the Independent Theatre Owners 


Assn. of New York, headed by 
Harry Brandt, the organization | 
passed a resolution expressing the 
hope that trailers will not be en- 
tirely discontinued, though their 
length may be reduced. ITOA, in- 
forming Harold Hopper, head of the 
Motion Picture Division of the War 
Production Board, of the action 
taken, also told him that wires were 
being sent to Metro and Warners 
Suggesting that they discontinue the 
trailers they individually produce 
and release 

In the wires to Metro and War- 
ners, the ITOA asked the discon- 
tinuance as a ‘patriotic duty in an 


effort to avoid duplication in traile 
production and thus conserve raw 
stock.’ 

All distributing companies recent- 


ly agreed to a ceiling on the length | 


of trailers in accordance with the 


class of the pictures made. 





Greer Garson as Curie 





Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Star spot in ‘Madame Curie,’ story 
of the discovery and development 
of radium, goes to Greer Garson. 
Meiro picture will be the first un- 
der a new contract which calls for 
a substantial increase in the Garson 
pay check. Producer is Sidney 
Franklin, 





‘CHI PERMITTERS MAY 
NOW JOIN FOR $400 





Chicago, Sept. 8 

Local No. 110 of the Motion Picture 
Operators union has passed a decree | 
|that operators, working under tem- 
porary permits, may be admitted to 
|membership upon payment of a $400 
initiation fee. 

Applicants must pay $100 down, 
'the balance in allotments of 10% of 
| their pay. Smith King, Granada the- 
latre operator, is chairman of the 
committee drafting the new code of 
bylaws for the local admitting the 
;new members. 


| 
| 
j 











| Nazi DX 


Contiaued from page 





many proper and those acquired in 
conquered countries, although Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
monitoring reports have put the 
number of stations under Nazi con- 
-trol at as high as 68. Some of these 
are said not to be used for actual 
broadcasting at all, but only for 
jamming. FCC states that Goebbels’ 
pap artists use as many as 20 fre- 
quencies on a single program to a 
single region. What they’il be able 
to do with 20 additional 200 kilo- 
watters is a question that has U. S. 
shortwave propaganda experts 
worried. 
Anglo-U. S. Facilities 

This country has only 14 trans- 
mitters in operation, of which two 
are 100 kws., one is a 5 kw., nine 
are 50 kw. and two are auxiliaries 
of lesser power. Great Britain is 
understood to have about 50 trans- 
mitters in operation, most of them 
| rated at around 70 kw. 

Reports that Germany is about to 
step up its shortwave strength ties in 
| with the ‘Variety’ disclosure of last 
| week that the U. S. Government is 
about to requisition from RCA 11 
powerful transmitters made to order 
for the British Broadcasting Corp. 
before our entry into the war. With 
the coming of Pearl Harbor the 
shipment of this equipment out of 
the country was prohibited. Should 
it be put into use here—and it would 
take months before it was installed 
and operating at full efficiency—it 
would bring the United Nations to 
approximately equal footing with 
the Axis now, although not if the 
Nazis actually start up their 20 new 
200,000-watters. 

As a matter of fact, 
between a 100 and 200 kw. 
transmitter is not all that it would 
seem on paper. The law of diminish- 








the difference 


KW. 


|ing returns comes into play with 
shortwave airing equipment after 
| 50,000 watts And the more power 
| punipe din, the more the rise ef the 
curve diminishes Engineers esti- 
mate that the difference between 
a 100 and 200 kw. transmitter is only 
around 20 kw. in signal strength. 
Another factor is that the addi- | 
tion of 20 200-kilowatters will be a 


| severe drain on the already strained 
German electric power situation. 
High-powered shortwavers use in- 
| credible quantities of juice, with a 





Symph Theatre, Chi, 


Fails at Pictures 
Chicago, Sept. 8. 
Attempt of Orchestra Hall, 
Symphony house, 
survived only four weeks. 
Pg pee opened with ‘No Greater 
in, 
went into double features, which 
also failed to draw. House then 
| brought in ‘Prime Minister’ with no 
newspaper advertising, and it lasted 
three days. 





WB THEATRES IN 





MIDDLE OF C10, 
AFL FRACAS 


The United Theatrical and Build- 


ing Service Employees Union, Local | 


1188 of the CIO, is resisting at- 
tempts of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees to 
gain contro] of ‘front of the house’ 
workers in Warner theatres in north- 


ern New Jersey. Former is seek- | 
ing bargaining rights over cashiers, 
dcormen, ushers, ete.. in Hudson 


County houses of the Warner chain. 

This follows conclusion of a con- 
tract covering all of the Warner 
operations in Passaic county. In 
consequence of that deal, Donald 
Jacocks, northern N. J. zone man- 
ager for Warners, and Walter Ken- 
nedy, president of the union, held 
a meeting Thursday (3) to cross- 
check application cards. 

According to the UTBSE, the IA 
(AFL) has sought to confuse War- 
ner theatre employees by entering 
the picture with what it claims is 
‘the one and only purpose of keep- 
ing the CIO out of the theatres.’ 

In connection with the IA, Ken- 
nedy had this to say, in part: 

‘The front of the house employees 
recognize the CIO as the union sin- 
ce1ely interested in improving their 
Slave conditions. Our members are 


familiar with the history of the 
IATSE, AFL, five years ago. They 
remember the initiation fees, the 
charter fees and dues paid to the 
IATSE and then watched the 
IATSE sell them down the river. 
Today, this same union is asking 


the front of the house 
get burnt once more.’ 


Bretherton’s ‘Bye Bye’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 
Howard Bretherton draws the di- 
recting chore on Monogram’s musi- 
cal picture, ‘Bye, Bye, Baby.’ 


employees to 








Indie Producer-Distribs Set Up 
War Chest to Fight Raw Film Edict 


7 


’ -» & 
Cia3ss i 


to run pictures! 


syphilis expose, which flopped, | 





FINE OTTAWA THEATRE 


Odeon Theatres, 
| Centre 


FOR JAMMING AISLES 


Ottawa, Sept. 3. 
Amusements, Ltd., and 
Ltd., owners of the 
theatre, uptown first-run 
paid $40 and costs in police 





Centre 


house, 


icourt today for overcrowding aisles. 


|Ontario treasury department in- 
spector, who laid the charge, 
claimed emergency exits were 
blocked on Aug. 25, Magistrate 
Glenn Strike declaring that ‘serious.’ 
House said new ushers caused 
jam-up. 








Filming starts Sept. 12 under pro- 


ducer supervision of Sydney M. Wil- 


i liams. 





Geo. Dembow East 
Hollywood, Sept. 8 


George Dembrow, jr. goes east 
| Wednesday (9) after reorganizing 
|the local National Screen Service 


| 


setup as a result of the film freezing 


| order affecting special services. 


| 
| 
J 
| 


200-kilowatter said to require 
enough to light a small city. 
Paradoxical Amenities 
What wavelengths the additional 
transmitters in this country and 
Germany would operate on is an- 
other question if the two nations 
still further increase the scale of 
the radio warfare Strangely 
enough. despite the war, both sides 
ave bee rather scrupulous in ob- 
serving the Havana and previous 
conventions doing out frequencies. 
Everyone has pretty much kept to 
the channels allotted him, although 
| the Axis has defied the rules with | 


its jamming of certain frequencies. 
What’s kept Nazi and Fascist radio 
propagandists in line so long, of 


course, is the knowledge that if they 
start using frequencies belonging to 


side, United Nations’ 
will begin sniping on 
The result in no 
complete confusion 
neither side’s pro- 
grams intelligible. Jamming, too, of 
course, is a game at which two can 
| play, which has had a limiting effect 
/on Nazi use of the practice. 
Germans regularly use 16 of their 
| 


the other 
broadcasters 
Axis channels. 
time would be 
on the air, with 


channels for airing to the western 
hemisphere. They employ seven in 
| English to North America, six in 


| Spanish to Latin America and three | 
in Portuguese to Brazil. 


| 


| 
j 
| 
| 
| 
| 


i tend 


| ditions, 
| factors. 


He may go to Washington to at- 
the Sept. 14 meeting with the 


War Production Board. 








MUSICIANS WIN 
10%, TILT ON 
BROADWAY 


Negotiations between the executive 
board of Local 802, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians unit in New 
York, and the heads of deluxe 
Broadway picture houses and legit 
theatres concluded yesterday (Tues.) 
with the union winning a flat 10% 
wage tilt in all theatres. 

Weekly wage scale in the presen- 
tation houses will now be $90.20 for 
Loew’s State, 22 performances with- 
in the six-day week, and $99 for the 
Paramount, Strand, Roxy and Music 
Hall, where the six-day week calls 
for 26 shows. 

In the legit houses the new 
will be $88 for musicals and $61.60 
for dramas in the contract theatres; 
$82.50 for dramas and $110 for musi- 
cals in the non-contract theatres. 

For the union tooters this is the 
first wage tilt since depression days. 
About three years back, the deluxe 
presentation house acceded to the 
union request for the six-day week; 
this actually gave the men a raise 
since they were paid for seven days 
even though working only six, but 
brought them no additional coin 
each week. 





scale 





No More Dishes In 


Canada, Gov't Order 


Toronto, Sept. 8. 


Film fans in Canada will receive 
|n9 free dishes or kitchenware after 
Sept. 30. It’s a new order by the 
Wartime Prices and Trade Board 
which controis price ‘ceilings’ on all 
ccmmodities. 

Latest regulation prohibits pres- 


ware as premiums afte 


entation of 


bleware, 


any ceramic or clay 


ta dinnerware or 


r that date. 


Flexible Release Dates for Best 
Regional B.0. Favored by M-G, Par 


Metro is not establishing 
release cates for any of the eight 
pictures in its initial 1942-43 group, 

w being sold and dated, nor is It 
likely that on subsequent blocks will 
the company do so, although the 
plan is to try and deliver a picture 
a week 

Paramount, which starts out with 


five pictures, 
attempt to adhere to a national re- 
leasing plan, in order to allow for 
greater flexibility and the variation 
in the way films sell in the various 
territories. Not only that, but Par 
and Metro recognize that nowadays 
it may 
ture available on release in one 
territory on a certain date and at 
some other time, earlier or 
in another in line with 
seasons, bookings, 


local con- 
and other 


As an example, Metro is taking 


dates on new season's product which | 


vary considerably. It has set ‘Cairo’ 
for Atlanta and Providence, opening 
dates, for Sept. 17. ‘Yank at Eton.’ 
another in the first group of eight, 


aiso is not expected to | 


kitchen- | 





Independent producers, distribu- 


| tors and laboratory owners meeting 


last week at the Waldorf-Astoria 
hotel, New York, voted unanimously 
to provide to fight Harold 
Hopper’s ‘get out of business’ edict 
which was reportedly handed down 
when the indies met with the Chief 
of the Motion Picture and Photo- 


funds 


| graphic Section of the War Produc- 


tion Board a week earlier. Bert 
Mayers, attorney representing the 
independents, said that when a dele- 
gation representing his group asked 
Hopper to modify the regulation 
whereby only 11 film companies are 
recognized by the Government, in- 
sofar as raw film stock allocation is 
concerned, the WFB official told 
them to be prepared to ‘close up’ be- 
cause there would be no raw stock 
available for them. 

The independents voted to reject 
Hopper’s offer to deal with them on 
an individual basis, following 
Mayer’s warning that Hopper’s 
formula is either ‘quick or slow 
death,’ Mayers pointed out that re- 
lief on an individual basis would be 
worthless because the indies would 
be choked off one by one. 

Plot Campaign 

War chest now being set up is to 
take the case to the Federal courts 
for a judicial review, unless the 
WPB grants modification of the cur- 
rent ruling recognizing only 11 
major distributors. Independents 
may appeal to the WPB first, under 
regulations so providing. But the 
independents told Hopper they ex- 
pected the WPB to deny the appeal, 
in which event they wanted the 
denial quickly so that they can pro- 
ceed through legal channels. 

Hopper is said to have advised 
some of the independents to let the 
WPB ruling stand and they would 
be allowed film individually as and 
when Government Officials would 
determine, a suggestion which the 
independents do not propose to 
follow. 

Mayers stated at the meeting that 
small business should be given the 
same treatment as big business and 
suggested a pro rata cut in raw film 
similar to any plan to be adopted 
for cutting use of stock by major 
companies. An appeal to the Fed- 
eral courts is to be filed to de- 
termine whether independents can 
be selected for treatment on alloca- 
tion differing from that applying to 
large companies in the same field. 

Contention was voiced that if raw 
stock rations for the majors are re- 
duced 2% or 3%, there would be 
more than enough film left over to 


take care of some of the 150 to 200 
indie distributors, possibly 25 to 50 
independent producers and 2.000 
small theatres dependent to some 
degree upon minor product 

Both Hopper and Government 
legal staff members questioned the 
delegation of indies on their sol- 


and asked about the type of 
being produced and dis- 


vency 
product 


tributed by them, intimating that 
it was not the type of product which 
contributed to the public wartime 
morale 


Based on this form of questioning, 
Mayers that it was apparent 
that as soon as the good reissues are 
exhausted it would become impossli- 


said 


ble to get raw stock for poorer prod- 
uct unles the independent are 
treated as a unit in the same way 
as the majors 

Mayers declared that Hopper h ad 
aid al aboratories but three, ap- 
perently Consolidated, De Luxe and 
Pathe, would hzve to close uy 

Group at meeting has forms or- 
ganization called the Committee for 
the Preservation of the Independent 
|Motion Picture Industry and will 
seek the support of independent ex- 


yn Sept. 15 goes into Providence 
te Louis and Atlanta: on Sept 16 
to New Orlear Richmond, Wil- 
nington Harrisburg Baltimore, 
Dayton and Reading: on the 17th into 
Syracuse, 18th Nashville and 26th 
Norwict Con: 
Other teeoff dates for new sea- 
n's film from Metro includes ‘War 
Against Mrs. Hadley, Sept. 24, | 
| Washingtor, and ‘Apache Trail,’ 
Sept. 9, Baltimore and Sept. 23, 
| Waterbury, Conn. Although § sold 


| under 


' 


be expedient to make a pic- | 
| Find 


the 1942-43 contract covering 
eight pictures ‘Panama Hattie’ has 
already played nine dates and is set 
fo- 27 others, while ‘Somewhere I'll 
You’ and ‘Tish’ have also 


|} opened in a few spots. 


later, | 


Par, RKO, Warner Bros. and 20th- 
Fox all differ from Metro in that 
they will sell no more than five pic- 


itures in a group for the time being 
j at least. 


i 


However, while Metro and Par 
are veering away from official re- 
lease schedules, the other three so- 
called decree companies are dated 
as in the past. 


lof Stanley-Warner’s 


hibs also 


Mastbaum’s Big Teeoff 


Philadelphia, Sept. 8. 
Long queues marked the opening 
giant deluxer, 





the Mastbaum, which unshuttered 
| Friday (4) after being closed since 
early in 1935. Although ‘Tales of 
Manhattan’ had comparatively little 
ballyhoo upwards of $22,000 was 
taken in over the weekend. Week 
looks like $42,000. 

The Mastbaum, built in 1929 at a 
cost of $5,000,000, has a _ seating 





capacity of 4,692, almost 2,000 more 
than Warners’ next largest house 
here—the Stanley, with 2,916 seats. 
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ne e Sam’s Roll Call | 

Continued from page 4 

scout, while Leonard is production,a second lieutenant. Parry, who} 

aide to Damon Runyon at 20th-Fox, |switched several months ago from 

army berth as civilian flying instructor 

Milton Raison screen writer, |to Army Air Corps, sent to a base 
Marines in Pacific northwest. 

Tom Hudson, radio announcer, Bob Challener, Tech drama school] | 


Coast Guard. 


Howard Childs, studio technician, 


navs 
radio 


Jess Oppenheim, scripter, 


Coast Guard. 

Thurl Ravenscroft, radio singer, 
Army Intelligence. 

Joe Barros, musician, Army Air 
Force. 


Sol Kindler, 
uation Corps. 


musician, Army Evac- 


Joe Creager, studio technician, 
Navy. 
Bob Holbert, talent agent, U. S. 


Ferry Command. 
Carl Combs, film publicity, Navy. 
Warren Cowan, press agent, Army 
Air Forée. 


Ray Shellenberg, studio electri- 
cian, Navy. 

W. H. Emerson, theatre auditor, 
Army. 

John Kelly, film technician, Navy. 

Thearle Baldwin, set designer, 
Army. 

Dudley Darnell, studio juicer, 
Navy. 

Harold Medford, screen writer, 
Army. 

Bill Williams, theatre manager, 
Army. 

Chalmers Snodgrass, studio tech- 
nician, Navy. 

Ralph Hurst, set decorator, Army 
Air Force. 

James Long, studio technician, 
Navy. 

Leonard Cripps, screen’ writer, 
Army Signal Corps. 


Byron Myron, story reader, Coast 
Guard. 

Erie Cleworth, cartoon animator, 
Marines. 

Richard Byrd, studio technician, 
Navy. 

Joe Pignatara, cartoonist, Army. 

George Goepper, color technician, 
Nav\ 


Fd Parks, cartoon animator, Navy. 
Bob Smith, screen publicist, Coast 


Guard 
Harold Freeman, set designer, 
Navy. 
John Keller, studio technician, 
Navy. 


Bud McTaggert, film cowboy, Coast 
Guard. 

E. D. 
rines. 


Harris, theatre manager, Ma- 
Henry Grace, 
Air Force 
Keogh 
Arny 
Roland 
Paul 
Bob 
Ariny. 
Richard Pefferle, 
Army Air Force. 
Sam Ed Varas, 
Milto Krims 
Army Air Force. 
Bill O'Kelly, screen player, Army 
Ai: Force 
Jar mes At de} 
Signal Corps. 
Alan Hale, Jr., 
Guard. 
John 


set decorator, Army 


Gleason, studio technician, 
Drew, 
Baker, 
Simith, 


actor, Army, 
film research, Army. 
studio press agent, 


studio technician, 


radio actor, 
screen 


Army. 
writer 


assistant director, 


son, 


film actor, Coast 


Lee Mahin, screen writer, 


Jack Bernhard With RAF 


Jack Bernhard, son of Joe Bern- 


hard, v.p., and general manager of 
Warners, has been commissioned a 
pilot officer in the Royal Air Force, 


according to word received by his 


father from England. 

Young Bernhard was formerly an | 
associate producer on the Universal 
lot 

WB Booker in Marines 
Marty Friedman, lately a booker 


for Warner Bros. in 


exchan *e and 


the Cleveland 
formerly in the home- 





office sales department, has enlisted 
in the U. S. Marines and will report 
for duty Monday (14). He arrived 
in N. Y. a few days ago. 
Mickey Gross In 
Denver, Sept. 8. 
Mickey Gross, manager RKO Or- 


pheum, private in the marine corps. 
He reports Sept. 11; successor not yet 
named. Mrs. Gross, the former 
Dorothy Arno of the stage, will re- 
main in Denver. 
Dave Parry a 2d Lieut. 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 8. 


David Parry. son of Florence 
Fisher Parry, Pittsburgh Press col- 
umnist, and formerly with Lynn 
Farnol's rdvertising agency in New 
York won his pilot’s wings last week 
it Luke. Fiel Ariz., commissioned 


graduate and Pittsburgh Playhouse 
star, transferred from Fort Eustis, 
Va., to Camp Storey, Va., and upped 
from private to technical sergeant | 
in chemical warfare. 

Charlie Gaynor, author of several 
Playhouse revues (he wrote 
sketches, music and lyrics) who also | 
authored well-received original mu- 
sical summer before last for South 


Shore Players at Cohasset, Mass., 
assigned to officers candidate pre- 
paratory schoo! at Fort Monmouth, 
N. J. 

Russ Connolly, former ‘leading 
lady’ in Pitt Cap & Gown musicals, 
graduated from officers candidate 


scohol at Fort Sill, Okla., 
ond lieutenant’s bars. 


with sec- 


John Morin, veteran WB and 
Harris theatre manager, but more 
recently handling theatre fronts de- 


partment for Pittsburgh Plate Glass 
Co., commissioned a first lieutenant 








in Army Air Corps. He went to 
West Point years ago. 

Irving Barnett, formerly in charge 
of poster department at Universal 
and later a Ross Federal checker, 
enlisted in army last week at age of 
49. His brother was the late Al 
Barnett, one-time U exchange man- 
ager here. 

John Kirby, Playhouse actor who 
had been recently set by Leonard 
Sillman for a spot in a new Broad- 
way revue, army. 

John M. Sklenar, assistant man- 
ager Paramount in Braddock, army. 

Dick Brown, Jr., son of WB man- 





; were 


|rant 


Rialto, Newark, Fire 


Newark, Sept. 8. 
an 1,000 matinee patrons 
routed from the Rialto theatre 
here last Tuesday (1), when sparks 
from the flue of an adjoining restau- 
and bar set fire to the roof olf 
the theatre. Damage was slight. 
after a ‘two-hour shutdown 
reopened in time for the evening 
performance. 


More th 


and 


It was the second time in less than | 


a month that fire caused an audience 
to evacuate a downtown theatre 


5 on \ 
Several weeks ago the Branford had | 


a mild fire scare when a small blaze 
in the 
pelled firemen to empty 


Town Urges B.0. Slice 
To Help Picture-Going 


the theatre 





As Aid to War Morale 


Minneapolis, Sept. 8 

The city council of Grand Rapids, 
Minn., has adopted a resolution call- 
ing upon Sim Heller to reduce the 
admission at his Rialto, ‘A’ house 
in the town of 2,500, from 39c, to 
which it was recently boosted, to 
28c, the former scale. Aldermen 
took action after receipt of citizens’ 
petition urging that ‘pressure’ be ap- 
plied on Heller. 

Petitioners took the position that 
‘movies are a necessity te sustain 
war-time morale.’ They also claimed 
that the present ‘high admission 
prices’ impose a financial hardship 
on them and keep many away from 
the theatre. Also, it was alleged, ad- 
missions in nearby towns are lower. 

It's the first time in these parts 
that any government officials of 
state or local lawmaking bodies has 
interceded for the public in the mat- 








storeroom of the house com- | 


Negro-White Projectionists Strike 


St. Louis, Sept. 8. 
A three-day strike of Negro pro- 
jectionists, members of IATSE, Lo- 
cal No, 143A, that closed four houses 
land resulted in the picketing of two 
was settled Friday (4) and a 
granted will become 
The blowup oc- 


house | 


others, 
ee increase 
effective in 1945. 
curred Wednesday (2) when projec- 
employed at the Douglas, 
Regal and Laclede theatres, 
to Negro trade, struck 
owners of the Strand 
which have a policy 
white and two 
refused to dis- 


| tionists 
| Comet, 
j all catering 
| because the 
land Criterion, 
of employing two 
Negro proijectionists, 
miss the whites. 
Picket lines were established at 
the Strand and Criterion and eight 


Negroes were nailed by cops for 
refusing to obey a ‘move on’ order. 
George Plakios, owner of the Cri- 


terion. and Thomas James, owner of 
the Strand, said their contract to 
employ the white and Negr» pro- 
jectionists on a 50-50 basis ran until 
Oct. 1 and they could not change the 
employment setup until the pact ex- 
pired. Julian C. Roden, biz agent 
for Local No. 143A, asserted the con- 
tract expired Sept. 1 and the union 
insisted that the management change 
over. to Negro employees 100%. 

The ‘union charged that there is a 
shortage of white operators and that 
men are working both day and night 
shifts, while Negre operators are un- 
employed. Roden said the union had 
been trying for eight years to have 
all Negro operatcrs in the two 
|houses but failed. A circular dis- 
tributed by the Local said: ‘We do 





In 4 St. Louis Theatres Settled 


we know what chance we would 
stand then; instead of a shortage of 
non-Negro operators there will be 
a surplus of them, and we would 


have both these operators and own- 
ers to fight in order to get justice.’ 
After the first. huddles between 
execs of Local No. 143A and Plakios 
and James failed to bring about a 


settlement, Robert Thomsen, biz 
agent of IATSE, Local No. 143, the 
white section of the operators’ local 
here, stepped into the breach. As 
a result of his efforts an agreement 
was reached whereby the Negro 
projectionists will each receive a 


$2.50 per week increase, effective in 
1945, while the employment of the 
white operators at the Criterion and 
Strand will continue. Thomsen said 
the increase was delayed as ‘pun- 
ishment’ for the unauthorized strike. 
At the beginning of the strike it 
was reported that the FBI would 
have a into the matter to 
determine whether any subversive 
activities were involved, imasmuch 
as there have been several ‘March 
on Washington’ demonstrations by 
Negro leaders who are sponsoring 
moves, throughout the nation, to re- 
place white workers in offices, fac- 
tories, etc.. with Negroes... However, 
this angle seems to have been pre- 
mature and film row hears that the 
strike was simply a ‘wildcatter.’ 


TITLE CHANGES 
Hollywood, Sept. 8 
‘Buckskin Frontier’ is new tag on 
Harry Sherman’s Paramount picture, 


look-see 














ager and grandson of Harry Brown, ‘ter of theatre admission prices. not intend to wait until after the | ‘Buckskin Empire.’ 
who managed Nixon, local legit | as war. If we would be foolhardy ‘To Helen,’ at Republic is re- 
house for 26 years, army. | ;enough to wait until after the war, | titled ‘Shanty Town.’ 
Pete Peck, manager of Metropoli- TICKET RESALE 
tan in Morgantown, W. Va., for | THEFTS fo™Sonoenssusenstntnernsosanalensnsannetsnsnesnsnessemenenstsesaenemsannoroeiaeuatsananaaentaene ne tiotenonisteanursoentnseasoneraaieneenpasmanne>maeeneannnieea 
George Sallows, army. 3 ' 
Jacob Pulkowski, clerk at old In- | NAIL 5 IN MONTREAL | z: N Yy, I 7 h : 
dependent Display and NSS for 17 | | Ei Cw Or ¢ eatres ; 
years, and known around Film Row : | 3: i 
as Jake Palmer, navy. ae Montreal, Sept. 6. {5 smu mmnunumunmmnunmmmmmmmamanmcmammnesannannmmmsmna an ecmennae as. a snare 
Theodore Fineberg, youngest | Three men and two women, em- 
brother of Sam Fineberg Rep fran- ployees of the St. Denis theatre, | tea WEEK 
chise holder here navy. | were arrested Friday (4) by the 


Henry F. Boettcher, head of the 
Carnegie Tech drama school, com- 
missioned a first lieutenant in the 


Army Air Corps and reported at 
Miami Beach last week for train- | 


ing. Tech doesn’t expect to name a 


successor for the duration but will 
alternate Boettcher’s duties among 


the instructors’ staff. 
Joe Freeman, city manager for | 
WB theatres, in Greensburg, Army. 
Joe Lee, dancer of team of Joe 
and Betty Lee, Army, but has re- 
ceived a deferment until Sept. 24 to 


fill a date at Village Barn, N. Y. 
Sgt. Jack Mervis, who helped 
operate Mervis Brothers circuit un- ! 
til his induction, has arrived in Aus- 
tralia with a military police 

batallion. 


Tom Pickering. son of one of orig- 
inal owners of WJAS and a mem- 
ber of local CBS outlet’s sales staff, 
Army. 

Max Silverman, 


manager of WB's 


Squirre! Hill theatre, Army. 

Francis en of KDKA 
news staff, Arm 

Bob Hornick, iiinaiie manager of 
Orpheum in Connellsville, ap- 
pointed to officers candidate school 
at Ft. Eustis, Va. 

Harold Goldstein, son of Mrs. | 
Bessie Geldstein, former owner of | 
Paramount here, furloughed from | 
Army on account of ill health after 
19 months at Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas 

Seattle's Latest 
Seattle, Sept. 8. 

Holly Eich, 43, sax player in Al 
Uhle’s Palomar band, Army 

Howard Wynne, mgr. at Mission 
(Sterling) nabe, Army Air Corps, 


,0ssibly as aerial photographer. 
i j 


Inducts Slim 
Cleveland, Sept. 8. 


Army 


Slim and Slam, colored instru- 
mental team, broken up by Slim be- 
ing inducted into army last week. 
Duo forced to cancel date opening 
Monday (7) at Lindsay’s Sky Bar, 
Cleveland, which has replaced them 
with the Four Blazes. 


‘Wild Oscar’ In 


Akron, O., Sept. 8. 
Lloyd Hill, known as ‘Wild Oscar,’ 
organist at Loew’s for almost two 





years, into the Army Sept. 15. Hill, 
42 a veteran of World War I. was 
mustered out with the rank of lieu- | 
tenant, |! served 26 months. 


} ° = 
| Provincial 


| he used in production. 


Police and brought to 
court on charges of conspiracy and 
theft of about $3,000, property of 
the Provincial government 


France-Film, Ltd. Thefts run from | 
August, 1941, to June 15, 1942. 
According to information avail- 


able, the three men and two women, 


| both cashiers at the theatre, had al- 


legedly perfected a system by which 


iall sales of tickets were not shown 


in the receipts upon which pro- 
vincial amusement tax was assessed, 
The five accused were alleged to 


have conspired. to re-sell used 
tickets without the knowledge of 
other theatre officials. Trial is 


for Thursday (10). 





Hirliman Scores Big 


Point vs. Agfa, Ansco 


A court motion that 
George A. Hirliman, 
with corporate minutes, book: 
and other records pertaining 
to General Aniline & Film Corp., 


will provide 


sales 


ledgers 


| Agfa Ansco Corp. and Agfa Raw 
F.lm Corp. was granted yesterday 
(Tuesday) by Justice Kenneth 
C’Brien in N. Y. ampreme court 
Hirliman is seeking $300,000 In 
| damages against the defendants on 
icharges of fraudulent representations 
in the sale of defective film which 


request that laboratory 


is be made by experts of 1,000 


acniea a 


analys 


feet of back stock belonging to the 
defendants deeming the procedure 
as unnecessary. 


PRC Production Rush 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 





Six features will be launched by | 


Producers Releasing Corp. during the 
remainder of September, 
tomorrow (Wednesday) with ‘Dead 
Men Walk’ and ‘Permit to Kill.’ 


Others are ‘Corregidor,’ ‘Lady | 
from Chunking,’ ‘Queen of Broad- ; 
way’ 


Lone Rider series. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Sept. 8 





King Brothers bought Harold 
Fisher’s ‘Blockade Runners’ for pro- | 
duction at Monogram 

George Oppenheimer’s war tale, 
‘Homecoming,’ bought by Metro. 


and of | 


set | 


indie producer, | 


Judge O’Brien | 


beginning | 


and an untitled western of the | - 


HUMPHREY BOGART 


in Warner Bros. Jap-Slapping Sensation 
“ACROSS THE PACIFIC” 


In Person 


DICK JURGENS 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Also Lynn, Royce & Vanya 
Walter Nillson 
B’way 


Conditioned STRAND 47th St. 


SALUTE IN SEPTEMBER! 


JAMES CAGNEY 


As George M. Cohan in 


“Yankee Doodle Dandy” 


Warner Bros. Suc 
HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 
All Seats Reserved — Twice Daily, 2:45-8:45 


Air Conditioned. B'way, 5ist St, Cl, 7-5545, 


SALUTE IN SEPTEMBER! 
Buy a bond for every mother's son in service 











| 
|| Buy a bond for every mother’s son In service 
| 
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PARAMOUNT PRESENTS 


‘WAKE ISLAND’ 


With BRIAN DONLEVY 
MACDONALD CAREY 
ROBERT PRESTON 


RIVOLI 


Broadway and 49th Street 














VICTOR 
MATURE 


JOHN 
PAYNE 


BETTY 
GRABLE 


“Footlight Serenade” 
Plusa Big R Oo > 4 Y 


Stuge Show 


Ith Ave. 
& 50th St. 

















THIRD BIG WEEK! 
CLARK GABLE 
LANA TURNER 

“SOMEWHERE 

I'LL FIND YOU” 


CAPITOL f2* 
‘(PALAC 


Starts Tomorrow 
ORSON WELLES’ 
The Magnificent Ambersons 
—ani— 


MANNING @ Craig STEVENS 


“SPY SHIP” 

















| 
| 
| 


B'WAY & 
47th St. 


irene 








Popular Title 
Hollywood, Sept. 8. 

‘To Hell With the Japs,’ based on 
a yarn by Harvey Huntley, will be 
Ben Judell’s next production, fol- 
lowing completion of his current 
picture, ‘Hitler, Dead or Alive.’ 

Judell goes east this week to ar- 
range a release for ‘Japs.’ 





RADIO 
ciITyY 


MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“TALK OF 
THE TOWN” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 








LOEW'S 


STATE ‘5: 


Starts Thur, Sept. 10 
First N. Y. Showing 
IRENE DUNNE 
“LADY IN A JAM" 





Last Times WED. 

Greer GARSON In Person- 
(Walter PIDGEON Mita AYRES 
ig ¢ s N Rk’ rch. 

“MR MINIVER | AA 
In Perso BRODERICK 
ED SULLIVAN Chas. KEMPER 
| & HARVEST MOON CARDINI 


DANCE WINNERS TIP, TAP & TOE 











| —_—-——_—-_------ _ — 





Jnvaeg Boriind 


“HOLIDAY INN" OSBORNE 


| stereos FRED 


choseY. - ASTAIRE 


Y iaaeemel | 





Midnight 
Feature 


WTITRYTE 


BUY WAR BONDS AT THIS THEATRE 
AS A SALUTE TO YOUR HEROES! 








‘BRILLIANT—A HIT’—Anderson, Journ.-Am, 
$1 & $1.50 7%" 
. TAX 
Sat. Nights Only 5@c. to $2.50 Pius Ler 


Sonia Henie & Arthur M. Wirtz preset 
A NEW MUSICAL ICETRAY AGANZA 


STARS ON ICE 


CENTER THEATRE, Rockefeller Center 
co. 5- 5474 
America’s Only Ice Theatre 
Evgs., incl. Sun. 8:40 Mats. Wed.,Sat. and Sun. 
Mall Orders Promptly Filled—No. Mon. Pert. 
(Extra Mat, Thurs., Sept. #0, at 2:40) 














SAMUEL GOLOWYN PRESENTS 


GARY COOPER in 
THE PRIDE OF 
THE YANKEES 


(The Lite of Low Gehrig) 
Released Through RKO-Radio Pictures, tne, 


Air s Bway Popular Prices 
Cooled ASTOR & 45th Midnight Shows 





Continuous Performances 
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= VARIETY Wednesday, September 9, 1912 





ONLY THE 
COUL 4 
DO IT! 


Factual! 
Realistic! 
Revealing! 









sa 


THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PRESENTS 


“THE WORLD 
AT WAR’ 


A FORCEFUL FEATURE DRAMATIZATION 
GIVEN FREE TO THE NATION’S SCREENS! 


Most of it comes from sources accessible only to our Government! From secret film archives! 
From enemy films obtained at risk of life! From unrevealed underground channels! A monu- 
mental achievement in dramatic screen revelation is this feature attraction which your government 
considers the most vital message to give to the American people NOW! A duty to show it—but a 
privilege and pleasure too, because it is absorbing, showmanlike with no punches pulled. Free in- 
cluding trailer, to all exhibitors. Accessories from National Screen Service provided below cost. 








Sponsored by the War Activities Committee of the Motion 
Picture Industry, 1501 Broadway, New York City. (Room 408) 


BOOK IT THROUGH THE EXCHANGE IN YOUR TERRITORY AS FOLLOWS: - 


M-G-M: Albany, Boston, Buffalo, Cleveland, New Haven, New York: PARAMOUNT: Aclanta, Charlotte, Chicavo, Dallas. Detroit. Memphis, New 


Orleans» RKO: Cincinnati, Des Moines, Indianapolis, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Omaha, Sioux Falls. 20th CENTURY-FOX: Denver,Los Angeles. 
Portland, Salt\Lake City, San. Francisco, Seattle. WARNER BROS.: Kansas City; Oklahoma City, Philadetphia,-Pittsburgh: St. Louis: Washineton:” 
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Corwin's Impressive Bow- 





Despite unfavorable atmospheric 
than half the program completely, 


conditions that blotted out more 
the sixth and concluding of Nor- 


man Corwin’s ‘An American in England’ series had an impressive and 


inspiring climax Monday night (7 


») on CBS. When trans-Atlantic 


reception clarified and the show resumed, the remaining 11 minutes 

were virtually a summation of impressions related on preceding broad- 

casts, as well as the author’s feeling about the England he was about 
- 


to leave. ‘ 
Being philosophic in character, it 
writer to take. 


» 


was a precarious slant for a radio 


It involved Corwin’s attitude toward England and 


America and the war, his belief in the common man of both countries, 


It was, in essence, an expression of his whole philosophy. 


dignified, yet simple and moving. 


It was 








Corwin’s Series From England 
Furnishing U. §. Radio Technicians 


Better Insight 


on DX Problems 








vv 


Norman Corwin’s series from Eng- 
land, aside from its value artistic- 
ally, culturally and as propaganda, 
is adding considerably to the knowl- 
edge of U. S. production men and 


engineers On what makes a good 
dramatic show from abroad. From 


a production standpoint, what’s good 
domestically is a lot different from 
what's good when a dubious short- 
wave circuit must be depended upon 
for transmission. 


t's because of the numerous pro- | 
duction bugs involved in shortwave 
transmission that the American 


broadcasting companies have 
avoided anything but straight voice | 
and music—and even the latter when 
possible—in their airings from other 
continents. Radio engineers point 
out that Corwin had little back- 
ground research to rely on and al- 
most literally had to feel his way. He 
has added considerably to the know!l- 
edge on the subject, they say. One 
of the evidences that he was learn- 
ing was noticeable in the fact that 
the shows got progressively more 
simple from production viewpoint | 
from week to week. 

Corwin knew, of course, even be- 
fore he went abroad, that many of} 
the fine points of production which | 
he had perfected for domestic broad- | 
casting wouldn't apply in airing from 
England. It’s just like copying a 
photographic positive a number of | 
tiares: the. -detarls are. lost, | 
while come out black and |} 
heavy, out of all proportion to the 
original, One of the things discov- 
ered in previous shows, for instance, | 
was that the sound of a door closing 

a perfectly simple effect to achieve 
show—couldn't be 





Some of 


others 


on an orainary 
depended upon at all from overseas 
It was either lost altogether, o1 
sounded like a bomb going off. 

CBS and BBC both had done some 


previous research on sound effects | 


for trans-oceanic etherizing. CBS 
made a series of sound tests that 
helped Corwin slightly, while BBC 
wen. into the matter much more 
thoroughly It made six recordings 
of nothing but various sound effects 


orld fo1 


1eers 


and sent them ‘round the w 
airing back te England 
listened carefully to the 
Major result was that BBC overseas 
like Corwin’s much 


ts engl 


then results. 
shows, became 
simpler. 


UNION-SPONSORED SHOW 


BACK ON KYA, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Sept. 8. 
Labor here came back on the air | 


via the commercial! route, when | 
KYA started airing ‘Road to Vic- 
tory,’ only union-sponsored program 
originating here, for AFL Building | 
Service Employees’ locals in this 
area. 

Half-hour program, signed for 13 
weeks, blends opinions of labor and 
capital leaders on all-out war pro- 
duction. They meet at luncheon in | 
a downtown hotel. Show is broad- | 
cast from that kicked 


labor programs off the air unde: 


Hearst management. \ 


i? 


| station 
| Hershey 


‘Minstrel Melodies’ Latest 
S.F. Show to Go Network 


San Francisco, Sept. 8. 
Another program was added Sat- 
urday (5) to growing list of trans- 
continental broadcasts originating in 
San Francisco and which are reviv- 
ing city as a production center. 
Show is KPO’s ‘Minstrel Melodies,’ 
which branched out from NBC's Pa- 
cifie web onto nationwide hookup. 





HEADS MEET 
INN. Y. (14) 


Department heads and managers of 
managed and operated stations of 
Blue Network will hold an all- 
business session at the Roose- 

hotel, N. Y., Monday (14). 
Edgar Kobak, the executive v.p. of 


the 
day 


velt 


the Blue, will preside. 
Slated to attend from out of town 


are M. O. Boroff, Chicago; Don Gil- 

yal westcoast V.p.: Kenneth 
Berkele Wastiingiorn, William Ryan, 
Si Francisco Kevin Sweeney, 
promotion man for the Blue’s coast 
link, who is spending his vacation 
n t east, will also sit in 


MacHarrie Quits Blue To 
Write, Produce London 


Program for Red Cross 


Li MacHarrie, Blue network 
ff director, is resigning effective 
20 to » to London to write 

and p uce a series of Red Cross 
shortwave shows to the U. S He 
expects to fly to England early in 


October, after a couple of weeks in 


Washington to familiarize himself 
work 

Only one series is actually set, to 
from the Eagle Club, a can- 
London for U. S. soldiers, 


air 
teen in 
which the 
over. 


McGillvra Reps WMUR 


WMUR, Manchester, has switched 
reps. t’s latest is Joseph 
McGillvra. 

Station is now a basic on the Blue 
Network and operates 5,000 watts 
davs and 1,000 watts nights. 


Joan Lane ts new assistant to Ralph 
Gleason, trade press contact in CBS 
publicity department She was 
formerly in the magazine section of 
the department and-—before that was 
mm editorial staff ol i 


mag. 


7% 
4 





| 


} 
| 


ted Cross has just taken | 


| 


HUNTING FEMME 
PROGRAM EXECS 


Skirted Program Directors 
and Continuity Editors, in’ 
Fact, Will Soon Be at a 
Premium—Old Inhibitions | 
Being Throttled 


RELUCTANT ROMANCE 


. 





that the services 


of women program directors and 
| 


Indications are 


continuity editors will soon be at a} 
premium as far as ad agencies are 


concerned. In looking around for 
people to replace men who have 
gone into the armed services, some 
agencies have already begun to con- 
centrate their attention on the dis- 
taff side. With even married men 
looming as candidates for induction 
into the army, these agencies are 
showing a disposition to bring in 
women for production and editing 
posts, rather than take a chance at 
having to deal with a succession of 
male replacements. 

While some agencies take the posi- 
tion that they might as well yield 
now to the inevitable, and replace 
manpower with womenpower wher- 
ever possible, other agencies prefer 
to maintain their present policy of | 
male producers and directors only | 
until it becomes completely unten- 
able. The average agency has been 
anything but favorable to the em- 
ployment of women in these posts, | 
even though there are quite a num- 
ber of women directors in field. | 
From time to time women have also | 
headed up radio departments or held 
sub-executive posts, but the attitude | 
of dubiousness still prevails. It seems} 
mostly to be predicated on questions | 
of temperament, long working hours, | 
necessity for traveling (in some) 
cases) and ability to submerge per-| 
sonal likes and dislikes in dealing} 
with associates or solving a problem. 
Agency officials admit that whatever | 
bias of this sort still prevails, it will | 
have to be either dismissed or 
shelved for the duration. 





Current Femme Execs. 


Following are some of the femmes 
who hold either executive or direc- 


torial assignments in the commercial 


program field, with most of these re- 
sponsidilities cunfiied to daytime 
serials 

Name Agency 
Diana Bourbon Ward-Wheelock | 
Coral Edwin Young & Rubicam 


Theodora Yates....Benton & Bowles 
Lillian Steinfeldt. .McCann-Erickson 
Marguerite Dougherty Ruthrauff 
Violet Burns ... Young & Rubicam 
Mildred Fenton..........Ted Bates 
Martha Atwell! ....."Air Features 

*Produces all Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert shows 


Blue Net's Chi Key. 


AGCYS. IN PETTICOAT FEVER 








NAB. Summons Transcription Men 


To Meeting When Petrillo Rescinds 


Permission for Commercial Discs 





| spot 


802’s Side in Paid Ads 


The N. Y. Local 802, of the 
American Federation of Musi- 
cians, yesterday (Tuesday) ap- 
proved a proposal to appropriate 
$5,000 to finance a series of ad- 
vertisements in the daily news- 
papers aimed at telling the pub- 
lic their side of the recording 
controversy. 

The local feels that daily pa- 
pers are incapable of giving the 
subject impartial coverage, even 
if they so desired, and is hope- 
ful of getting its point across 
with paid space. Ali dailies wiil 
carry the ads since ‘PM,’ accord- 
ing to the union, was the only 
paper to give the AFM’s position 
a break and that daily does not 
carry advertising. 


SEE NET SHOW 
POSSIBLE FOR 
BALLANTINE 


a: 


J. Walter Thompson is lining up a 
campaign for Ballantine Ale, 
and there’s also a possibility that the 
account will go network again this 
late fall. 

The advertising would lay empha- 
sis on the brewer’s draught product. 


HURDLE HUSTLED INTO 











B&B BERTH ON COAST 


Hollywood, Sept. 8 
producer fo: 


Jack Hurdle, 


& Bowles, was practically dragged 
off the train to take over the pro- 
duction reins on Maxwell House 
time and head up the B&B office 
here. Having played out his string 
with Shirley Temple’s ‘Junior Mi 
for Procter & Gamble, he packe 9) 
for the return east for another a 
signment. Just as he was leay 
his hotel fo1 the Statior in 
terceptor in the person of Man 
Holiner put his plans in reverse 


Holiner that day 
Army’s 
out of civilian life afte 
last Thursday’s 
likely be 


took his oath a 
captain in 
and bowed 


special! e 


broadca 
stationed here, being 
Signed to the same duties here by 
Maj. Tom Lewis as Capt. Cha 
Vanda is performing in N. Y 


WENR, May Take 





- 
| 

National Assn. of Broadcasters 
|}summoned transcription manufact- 


|urers to a meeting at the Rooseveit 
| hotel, N. Y., yesterday afternoon 
(Tuesday) to discuss the latest ac- 
tion taken by James C. Petrillo, 
president of the American Federation 
{of Musicians, in connection with his 
'ban on recordings. Petrillo’s latest 
| was the issuance to ad agencies Fri- 
‘day (4) of a telegram informing them 
that the union would no longer per- 
mit the making of commercial trans- 
| criptions. As things now stand, 
| AFM members are barred from en- 
gaging in any form of recording. 

The agencies reacted to Petrillo’s 
message with more chagrin than re- 
sentment. Most of them had been 
expecting something of the sort, fig- 
uring that Petrillo would toss in this 
final card when it best suited his 
;purpose. The agency men can’t as 
yet make out his purpose. 
think that he was advised to enter 
inext Wednesday’s (16) hearing on 
|the Government’s anti-trust suit in 
Chicago with a complete showdown 
so that it could not be charged that 
the AFM was discriminating in favor 
of commercial transcriptions and 
against library recordings and phono- 
|graph records. Others believe it pos- 
\sible that the business of issuing 
|commercial disc permits had become 
|}too much for Petrillo’s limited office 
staff in Chicago and the AFM presi- 
dent decided that, anyway, his case 
gained no favor by exempting trans- 
cription custom jobs and off-the-line 
recordings. 
| The wire received from Petrillo by 
| agencies read as follows: 

‘This is to advise you that the 
American Federation of Musicians 
| will not renew permits previously 
granted to you to make transcrip- 
As to any transcriptions not 

made, previously granted 
permits are herewith terminated.’ 


THRIVO JUMPS 
BLUE TO NBC 





tions, 
already 





NBC has lifted another account 
om the Blue Network. Thrivo Dog 
Food. which had used the Blue for 
veral seasons, starts its young yo- 
eler, Olivio Santoro, in a limited 
BC hookup this Sunday (13) 
The Blue had let Thrivo out of @ 
contract when it explained last sea- 
that it couldn’t get tin for pack- 
git The packing problem hag 


ce been solved. 


F.D.R.’S 50.3% 


Monday Night’s Hooper Rating—Top 


Was 79% On Dec. 9 
+ * 
2 MBS Commersh Grid-Casts This Fall «33°: an 
™ 7 (7). ac ) I ) ec. 4 

= + ’ : Hooper € That represented an 
f ite ience of 37,362,400 lis- 

The Hive Network's Chicago ker | UARREEE S Gamay Gare |" 
station, WENR, may take a couple ( ef Executive rating his 
commercial programs from the Mu NBC’S PRESS TOURNEY broadcast address last Thursday (3) 
tual Network's line this fall. They | to the International Student Asseme- 


would be two of the eight football | 
broadcasts that Gillette Razor pro-| 
poses to carry on Mutual. WGN, | 
Mutual’s Chicago, key, had made pre- 
vious commitment would 
prevent it from carrying two of the 
Gillette games. 

Edgar Kobak, the Blue’s executive 
v.p., gave the green light to WENR| 


which 


|last week. The network's Chicago 
office advised Kobak that the Maxon 
| agency, which handles the Gillette 
| account, had inquired whether 
WENR would be made ailable for} 


WGN could 
Kobak's an-| 


two games in the event 
not clear the schedule. 


| swer was that if Gillette or the agen- | 


p ¥ 4 + ripe 
Young America | 


cy were in a jam over LGN’s prior 
chedule it was okay f WENR to 
take the two programs. i 


staged its first ¢ 


NBC 
ment for the press at the Rye Coun- 


solf 


g tourna- 


itry Club in Westchester County lost 


Weanesday (2). The event was fol- 


|lowed by a cocktail party and din- 


ner. Low net winner was Ben 
Bodec, of ‘Variety,’ whose prize was: 
a leather golf bag with 12 matched 


and woods As runners-up 1n 
this division B 


of matched 


rad Kelly got a se 


leather golf bag, and Don Mersereau 
a set of matched woods. 
Low gross prizes, which were tl 


same, went to Frank E. Mullen, Bob 
Harlow, Jack Alicoate and W LI 
McCambridge 


irons; Jim Kilgallen a } 


bly in Washington was rated at 19%, 
the Hooper dopesiers, 
while the radio audience for his Aug. 

speech at the dedication of the 


according to 


new Naval Medical Center, at 
Bethesda, Md., was given a 19.3% 
figure by the same survey. 


Roosevelt’s highest Hooper rating, 
was for his Dec. 9 message to a joint 


session of Congress, asking for a 
declaration of war against Japan, 
Germany and Italy. 


Sherdeman In Army 
Ted Sherdeman, of the Young & 
Rubicam production staff on the 
Coast, has joined the Army as a First 
Lieutenant in the Special Service, 
‘ No replacement has been set. 


Some’ 


— 


a 
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Anti-Nazi Germans Take Over Show 





Once Featuring Convicted Nazi Agent 


'MARLIN CUTS CAMPAIGN 
DUE TO STEEL SHORTAGE 


Philadelphia, Sept. 9. 
The Philadelphia German Hour 
over WTEL, which once featured the 
Rev. Kurt E. B. Molzahn, 





local 








Direct Gossip 





San Francisco, Sept. 8. 

Jack Temple, Shirley's brother, 
is covering Hollywood by remote 
control for his new chatter pro- 
gram, ‘Hollywood Star Parade,’ 
on KYA, and his sister is one of 
his pipelines. 

Temple, KYA staff announcer, 
gleans the chatter for his three- 
times-a-week, 15-minute pro- 
gram, from correspondence with 
his Hollywood cronies’ and 


PABST BUYS CLEVE. 





Cleveland, Sept. 8. 


Joe Wilson will assist him. 




















PRO GRID GAMES 


Pabst Brewing Co. will sponsor 11 
Cleveland Rams’ football games, in- 
cluding seven away from home. 
Bob Kelley, former station sports 
editor now on leave of absence as 
treasurer of Rams, will return to 
the mike to broadcast play by play. 





BENDIX MAY BR. 
‘CHEERS CAMPS’ 


The Bendix Corp. is reported giv- 
ing consideration to the sponsorship 
of ‘Cheers from Camps.’ General 
Motors withdraws its angeling of this 
program, currently on CBS, as of 











wutheran pastor convicted of espion-| Marlin Razor Blades has issued | family. Sal te clon mihtunine 3 _, | Sept. 29. . ‘ 
va for the Nazis, has been taken uiaek ahameations for its radio, as WGAR aa Oe ee — Bendix paid the bill for ‘The 4 s 
over by a group of militant anti-| well as newspaper, schedules for a | cast Ohio State = 318 abt ae Treasury Hour’ on the Blue Network t 
Nazi Germans who are using it to| September. The move is attributed Vicks Buys Mpls. Show | es Fran a el ahead "aa last season for 13 weeks, ¥ 
pound democracy into the ears Of/t> an order from the steel division aa its to be pia} é 2 i 
German-Americans, 'of the War Production Board. The — stadium. P t 
Method we by ~~ ~~ - to | account will, however, be permitted Minneapolis, Sept. 8. Theatre Airing p 
tell the real story of the ‘Nazi Para-|t) resume its advertising ia Oc- ‘Yours Truly, Darrah Aldrich,’ : Ralph Edwards, whose ‘Truth or it 
dise,’ which Molzahn and his asso- | tober, WCCO's daily 15-minute women’s Renew Diane Courtney Caan. dha . wanenes 
ciates used to spout about in their; The cancellation was complete proram, has been sold three days a Diane Courtney and the Jesters | Saturday night (12) on WEAF-NBC n 
ae get | with some stations and partially sO | week to Vicks Chemical Company | have been renewed by R. & H. beer/for Procter & Gamble, takes the t 
The Gnti-Nezis who have sae with others. for Vatronol and Vaporub. for another 25 weeks Monday and|show to the Capitol theatre, Wash- t! 
ore tee Bear te oes asa ord Presented Monday throuh Friday | Thursday nights locally on WJZ,|ington, the week of Sept. 25. s 
propaganda are for aged hres elo | Sherman Gregory ,of NBC, back to | at 2:15 p.m., the show features Mrs. | New York, Compton is the agency on the a 
a iia: reas Deen insta |N. Y. after week at KOA, Denver. Aldrich, Minneapolis novelist. Extension is effective Oct. 12. radio series. a 
Dr, Robert M. Kempner, former | — 











counsellor in the Prussian Ministry 
of the Interior, an authority on the; 
technique of the Gestapo; Wilhelm 
Sollman, former Secretary of the In- 
terior during the Weimer Republic; 
Dr. Eric Stoizner, ¢x-German news- 
paper editor. The program gives the 
women’s touch via Mrs. Elfriede 
Hoebner, who speaks on ‘I Go 
Shopping in Duesseldorf in 1939 and 
in Philadelphia in 1942.’ She con- 
trasts the plight of the German 
hausfrau with that of thy American | 
woman. 

The group was organized after 
protests by anti-Nazi Germans of 
the type of programs formerly aired 
by WTEL. The day after the bomb- 
ing of Pearl Harbor it is said that 
the program opened with the march, 
‘Salute to Obersalzberg’ (Obersalz- 
berg is Hitler’s mountain retreat in 
Bavaria.) 

It is reported that the Office of 
War Information may record the 
current WTEL programs for use on 
German - language broadcasts over 
other stations. 


Y. &R. SHUFFLES 
- PRODUCTION 
PERSONNEL 

















Number of production assignments 
were switched at Young & Rubicam 
last week. George McGarrett, di- 
rector of ‘Battle of the Sexes’ and 
the gsoon-to-resume Kate Smith 
program, goes to Chicago to launch 
the new Hyde Park beer program, 
starting Oct. 6 with Kay Thompson. 
Walter Gorman will go along to as- 
sist and, after six weeks, take cover 
complete direction. 

Pending McGarrett’s return, Harry 
Ackerman, production supervisor for 
the agency, will also direct the Kate 
Smith show, which starts again Sept. 
18. He will be assisted by Phil 
Minis, formerly nighttime script su- 
pervisor. Latter will also assist on 
‘March of Time, succeeding Tony 
Hart, who goes to the Coast to as- 
sist Stan Joseloff, director of the 
Eddie Cantor show, resuming Sept. 
30. Also pending McGarrett's re- 
turn, Francis van Hartesveldt, ‘Al- 
drich Family’ is also han- 
dling “Battle of the Sexes.’ 


Jean Holloway, who 


Aivartar 
Gqirecvor, 


: went to the 
Coast last week to write Ruthrauff 
& Ryan’s new Lionel Barrymore 
show, ‘Mayor of the Town,’ for Lever 
Bros., will not be replaced as scripter 
of the dramatic spot on the Kate 
Smith program. The spot was of- 
fered to Charles Taswell, Coast 
freelance author who formerly 
worked on the Screen Guild Thea- 
tre series, but he is ill at his desert 
ranch and turned it down. He will 
do a few scripts for the Kate Smith 
series, however, and will assist Miss 
Holloway on the Barrymore stanza. 
For the present, the dramatic spots 
on the Smith program will be farmed 
out on a freelance basis. 


Kurlan Lieut. in Navy 

Arthur Kurlan, formerly director 
of the ‘Keep ‘Em Rolling’ program 
on Mutual for the War Production 
Board, has been commissioned a 
Lieutenant (j.g.) in the Naval Re- 
serve and is working on recruiting 
for the Naval Aviation Cadet Selec- 
tion Board 

He works in cooperation with the 
Navy Publie Relations office for 
Third Naval District, New York. 
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HAVE YOU GOT 
A GOOD SPOT 
SUGGESTION? 


Young & Rubicam last week issued 
a hurry-up call to radio stations in 
some 40 markets for spot suggestions 
that would appeal to an account that 
would like to go for 26 weeks, start- 
ing Oct. 1. The agency did not iden- 
tify the account, but the general im- 
pression among station reps is that 
it’s Jelke Margarine. 

The agency’s letter to each station 
mentioned the amount of money that 
the account was prepared to spend in 
that market, and asked the station to 
submit as quickly as possible the 
appropriate package that it had 
available for the money. 








BERGEN TO AIR FROM 
3 SERVICEMEN CAMPS 


The Chase & Sanborn Coffee pro- 
gram, with Edgar Bergen, will do 
three broadcasts from the east start- 
ing Sept. 27. 

The shows will be spread among 
the No. 1 training centers for three 
branches of the armed services, 
namely, Annapolis, West Point and 
Quantico Marine Base. 











Annual Invite to Biz 


Clarke R. Brown, radio director 
and‘time buyer for the Lake-Spiro- 
Shurman agency of Memphis, is in 
N. Y. on his annual lookaround for 
Plough, Inc., proprietary drug 
ménufacturer. 





MBS Billings Drop 


Mutual's gross billings in 
August were $518,226 as com- 
pared with $532,056 for the like 
month in 1941. The difference is 
2.6°, making the first time that 
the network’s monthly margin 
was downward instead of up- 
ward in several years. 

Mutual is still 58.6% ahead on 
the first eight months of 1942. 
The accumulative figure for this 
year is $6,384,634, whereas it was 
$4,024,680 for the January- 
August stretch of 1941. 











Rubin Joins Coast OWI 
Washington, Sept. 8. 
Edward Rubin, RKO Radio public- 


ity man, has been named consultant 
for the West Coast branch of the 


Brown's mode of operation is to | Office of War Information Radio 


settle himself in a hotel suite and 
send out invitations to the station 
reps to come visiting with proposi- 
tions, 


Bureau. 

He’ll be publicity adviser for Nat 
Wolff, deputy chief in charge of the 
Hollywood unit. 





‘U.S. Radio Not Hating Hitler Enough, 
Say Cleve. Foreign Language-ites; 
Score Govt’s Propaganda Disks 





Lloyd Sues on Title 





Ted Lioyd, ex-radio 
filed suit in N. Y. supreme court last 
week against Standard Brands, 


Inc., and its agency, Arthur Kudner, 
Inc., seeking to restrain the use of 
title and type of entertainment in 
the current radio program ‘Star- 
Spangled Vaudeville,” emanating 
from WEAF-NBC. 

Lloyd claims priority via the 
‘Star-Spangled Theatre’ program 
which he introduced over the NBC 
Blue network in 1940. 





————— 








BY 1|OO LEADING ADVERTISERS 


In 1941, for the seventh straight year, CBS was first choice among the 


100 leading advertisers of the United States. 


... 21 per cent more of the 100 leading advertisers used CBS than the 


next most popular network.* 


... CBS had 73% more exclusive advertisers than any other network.* 


... And in 1941, for the second year in a row, the 100 leading adver- 








tisers bought more “time” on CBS than on any other network.” 
But the trend is not to CBS alone—the trend is to radio. 


Because for the first time, the 100 leading advertisers bought more net- 


work radio than any other form of national advertising.* 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 




















® Based on actual expenditures for 
1941 os reported by: Bureau of 
Advertising, ANPA; Publishers’ 
Information Bureou; and CBS 


Research Department. 


—— + 
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Cleveland, Sept. 8 
Nine months after this country 
has gone to war both the Federal 


columnist, | Government and the radio industry 


have failed to utilize nationality 
broadcasting as a means of igniting 
the latent hatred of foreign-born 
groups against Adolph Hitler and his 
minions. With approximately 700 
foreign programs being broadcast to 
millions of listeners, too much em- 
phasis is being placed ‘on gargling 
commercials of participating pro- 
grams and not on driving across a 
hate - Hitler - to - the-depths-of-Hell 
philosophy.’ 

Those were the opinions expressed 
by John Lewandowski, Cleveland 
city councilman and president of the 
Nationalities Broadcasting Assn., and 
Frederick Wolf, Association secre- 
tary-treasurer. NBA, non-profit, 
sponsors seven half-hour programs 
Sunday mornings over WGAR and 
reaches approximately 625,000 in the 
foreign-born and first generation na- 
tionality groups. 

‘Washington finally is showing 
signs of recognizing the value of 
this huge reservoir of hatred for 
Hitler and what he represents. That 
reservoir has been growing for three 
years. It must be tapped,’ Lewan- 
dowski declared. 

‘The bulk of the foreign-born in 
this nation are laborers in defense 
plants. Through radio we could in- 
cite these workers to greater pro- 
duction heights. They can be made 
to realize that every extra war 
weapon produced is an added wea- 
pon in g¢peeding Hitler’s defeat,” 
Wolf declared. 

The Government's attempts at 
propaganda today were’ termed 
‘gaudy, clumsy, inefficiently  pre- 
pared and a waste of money, by 
Wolf. 

‘Although I have written Wash- 
ington twice telling them I do not 
have any Italian programs, I still 
receive Italian broadcasts. And, to 
top it off, the language used in all 
the announcements is clumsy and 
must be rewritten,’ Wolf said. 

‘About a month ago Weé began re- 
ceiving transcriptions from Wash- 
ington. One would hardly think we 
were fighting an enemy from the 
tenor of these transcriptions. Many 
of them would make good travelogs 
and would be a credit to a peace- 
time Chamber of Commerce,’ Wolf 
added. 


CLEVE. SYMPH 
AGAIN ON CBS 





Cleveland, Sept 8. 
With Artur Rodzinski as cone 
ductor, the Cleveland Symphony 
Orchestra will be heard over the 


world-wide facilities of the Colum- 
bia Broadcasting System again next 
season. 

The orchestra has been signed for 


28 programs, nine more than last 
i yeal In addition to this hour 
broadcast every Saturday, the Sym- 
phony will be featured in two spe- 
|cial Sunday programs, Oct. 11 and 
vhen it will replace the New 
York P ! ic. CBS | beam 
all pr s to South Amer) 
England and the Pacific War Front. 
John Patt, WGAR manager, an- 
inced studio will foot the bill, 
although efforts to land a sponsor 
vere made all summer! Pickups 
ill be made of the orchestr: twe 
| out-of-town appearances at Smith 
| College, on Feb. 6, and Princeton 
University, March 20. 
Wayne Mack will again handle 


production for the series 


‘Nighter’ Starts 13th Yr. 


Chicago, Sept. 8 


‘The First Nighter’ Sunday (6) be- 
gan its 13th consecutive year of 
broadcasting New deal just come 
pleted by Mutual will carry pro- 
|} gram over 125- tion network from 
coast-to-coast. 

Starting Oct. 4, program will be 
sponsored by Campana’s Balm. Un- 

' then, Mutual will sustain show on 

Substituting Government mese 


ages from the Office of War In- 


fo:mation for usual commercials. 
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Heyward Joins Transamerican As 


Digest 5 ene: Other Additions 





sce sins ano urge AL E. CHADWICK NEW 
on) WJSV PROMOTION HE 


duction staff at Transamerican 





Henry Heyward, who formerly 
rork > y iggs and | ; , 
worked on the Tommy R d Wesdiniiton. Bent. % 


Wayne King programs, has been | 


L. E 


supervisor of the new ; 

ee og ~~ t , hict the radio section of the Office of the 
‘Reader's igest’ show which 

nae a S Quartermaster General, War Depart- 
Yransamerican is producing for the | 

: bell’s | ment, has been named sales promo- 

Wheelock agency for Campbell's | tion manager of Station WJSV, local 

soup starting Sunday night (13) on CBS affiliate. He succeeds John 

CBS. | Heiney, who moved over to become 


Another addition to the staff is 
Harold Carr, who takes over direc- 
tion of ‘Famous Jury Trials’ on the | 
Blue network Tuesday nights for 
Williamson candy, and ‘Light of the 
World’ serial on NBC for General 
Mills. Diana Bourbon, who has an 


program director when Richard 
Linkroum was called for active serv- 
ice as an Ensign in the Naval Re- 
serve . 

Before joining the War Depart- 
ment a year ago, Chadwick was 
‘ : manager of Station WPID, Peters- 
office at Transamerican, is not em-| hurgh, Va., and before that was with 
ployed by that firm, but is merely | the young & Rubicam agency in 
contact on the ‘Reader's Digest’ show New York, working on the ‘We, the 
for the Wheelock agency, in whose sceount. 
employ she remains. 

William Spier, CBS producer, is 


eae wiih ase being. writien by Highschool Coach Will 
an orrest y. | . e 
Air Nebraska U. Grid 


Robert Tallman 
CBS 
Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 8. 


staff writers, and Al Perkins, 
script editor, William Rousseau, be- 
The University of Nebraska an- 
nounced that Ralph Beechner will 


sides continuing as director of ‘We 

Love and Learn’ serial on CBS for 

General Foods, is directing the dra- 

matic portions of ‘Reader’s Digest.’ 

Oliver Barbour continues as direc-|}pandle the mike for the Corn- 

tor of ‘Life Can Be Beautiful’ serial | ,uskers’ 10 football games this fall, 

on CBS for Procter & Gamble, and | succeeding Bob Russell, now an of- 
ficer in the Army. 

Beechner 

land athletic 

highschool, 


People’ 


‘Parker Family’ on the Blue net- 
work Sunday nights for Woodbury. 
The production setup isn’t decided 
on ‘Don Winslow’ serial, which a ‘ 
Transamerican will produce on the ; and will handle me: 
Blue network starting Oct. 5 for | braska’s games after directing his 
General Foods through the Benton mare highschool championship 11 on 
& Bowles agency. Albert Barker. Fridays. ; > 
who authored the recorded version rhe university ha 
of the show since its start five years | ©@5tS. Selling 
ago, probably won't continue, but which may 
Transamerican has not yet located | VeTUsements, 
a satisfactory successor, Barker is | toxicants. 
authoring the recorded General 
Motors series for Transamerican. 


director at 


exclusive of in- 


Delta Rhythm Boys Vice 
Golden Gate 4 on CBS 


Delta Rhythm Boys, vocal quintet, 
have been signed by CBS as a re- 
placement for the Golden Gate 
| Quartet, which went to the Coast. 

They start an irregular schedule of 
they got a problem. Them women sustamer spots this week. 
havin’ their own personality, next |p '9¢' 's for a year. : 
thing we'll need is gunpowder en | Group also opens tomorrow night 
different shades. (Thursday) at the Ruban 

















You Can Laff 
If You Want to— 


BUT now that they got a 
women’s Army and Navy 








HERB SHRINER |] and Fred Keating. In addition. 
(IT’S POSSIBLE) if they're booked for a guest appear- 

k : ance Wednesday night (16) on 
CAMEL CARAVAN ‘Sotaater 
| WM. MORRIS AGY. y 





Revue,” on 
ork They're 
Kapp 









agented by Paul 























there’s a far simpler way 


The advantage (and a rare one indeed) of buying WMCA lies in 
getting a station with such a wide reputation for good programm: 
ing at such a low cost. Proving that the price of effective radio 
need not be computed in Social! Security figures. 

We know. 


We've got good programs with good audiencas. 
Our clients know 
They've bought planty of them. st 
eV Sach's Quality Furniture bought one 
ee SEVENTEEN YEARS AGO this September 
.. that just completed its 6,000th CON- 
SECUTIVE broadcast! 


AMERICA’S LEADING INDEPENDENT STATION 


WIC Qa 





Western Rep.: Virg!! Reiver & Co 


is head football coach | Rakelas Gaceiuiel’ 
Lincoln ality 1¢ lal. 





‘ARMY’ CAST TO GUEST 


ON COCA-COLA SHOW 


Legpe ns of the cast of Irving Ber- 
soldier musical, “This Is the 
Army. headed by Earl Oxford, will 
‘guest Sunday afternoon (13) on the 
| Andre Kostelanetz-Albert Spalding 
| program on CBS for Coc -Cola. 
They'll sing the hit tunes from the 


show, current at the Broadway 


ltheatre, N. Y. 


Oscar Levant will guest on the 


|Coca-Cola stanza the following week, 


Chadwick, former chief Of | Sept. 20, as piano soloist on George 


Gershwin’s ‘Rhapsody in Blue.’ Sub- 
sequent bookings for the program 
include James Melton, Sept. 27, and 


Nadine Connor, Oct. 4. George 
Zachary directs the show for the 


D’Arcy agency. 


OIL COS. LOOK 
ASKANCE AT 
FLORIDA 














The big gasoline companies, which 
usually put on special spot cam- 
paigns in Florida during the winter, 
report that things in that direction 
are pretty dubious. Before setting 
up budgets the refiners want to 
make sure that there will be a tour- 
ist trade in that state this winter. 

One of the companies has already 
queried some Florida stations and 
the answers that have come in ex- 
press the belief that tourism will be 





Moves Bring Shifts In 


ndles the broad- | 
them to the stations, | 
include ~%.eir own ad- | 


|}arms and brow 


KFI-KHJ Prod. Setups 


Hollywood, Sept. 8 


Departures occasioned by calls to 


| . 1 
prompted changes in the oar 


setups at KHJ and KFI-KECA 
John ‘Buddy’ Edwards has been 
moved up from production manager 


| to program director to fill the spot 


lof War 


The con- | 
| publicity for the two 


| 


vacated by Glan Heisch, who will 
produce shows in Frisco for Office 
Information. Don Mc- 
Namara, announcer, advances as 
program manager. New director of 
Earle C., 


| Anthony stations is Matt Barr, for 


Bleu, | 


N. Y., nitery with Maxine Sullivan | 


the past four years at NBC. 


KHJ's_ shifting of Dave Young | 


from continuity head to production | 


WEAF, New | 


| 
| 
| 


| to the war have taken place in the | 


manager resulted from Jim Burton's 

move to Music Corp., where he will 
be special producer handling pack- 
wou ice Ramsey be- 


comes script chief 


War Takes Its Toll 


Fort Worth, Sept. 8. 
Several recent staff changes- due 


age shows 


station WBAB-KGKO. 
has had 


personnel of 


The engineering department 


|four departures and two arrivals. 
| Those departing were Elliott 
Maersch, who became a_ Second 
Lieut. in the Army Air Forces; 


} Frank Parrish, warrant officer in| 
| the Navy, and Bob Bal hes who is 
working under Civ Se! > for the 
aN y Signal Cory Ad litions to 
the engineering lepartment are 
Tho. Bedford, formerly of WHAS, 
Louisville, and Harvey Robertson, 
former chief engineer of KCMC, 

Te xarkana 

| A. M. ‘Woody’ Woodford, produc- 
tion director, is now serving as 
| Naval warrant officer at Farragut, 


Bruce 


<ANned a wr: . ~+ 
sionea a warran 


Howard, who was commis- 
officer in the Navy: 


Idaho. Marvin Moore, formerly of 
the station’s dramatic staff, has been 
made a full-time announcer. 

Probable changes in the near 
future will be Elbert Haling and 
Harry Flowers, both departing for 
the Army Air Forces. Haling is 
publicity merchandising director for 
the two stations and Flowers serves 
as his assistant. 


Scribbling to Gabbing 


San Francisco, Sept. 8. 

On theory their news background 
lifts them out of class of run-of-mil] 
commentators, KYA has signed up 
two newspapermen to analyze public 
affairs on the air ; 

Commentators are John Thompson, 
foreign editor, San Francisco News, 
| and Archibald MacPhail, former 
jmewspaper editor 











sing in greener fields | 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Under the current setup of the ‘March of Time’ program series, Frank 
Norris functions as managing editor and is responsible to Time for pro- 
gram operation and policy. The other relationships are as follows: Adrian 
Samish is producing editor, responsible for organization of the program, 
writing and editing of scripts and supervision of production; Alexander 
Stronach is director of production; the script writers are Garrett Porter, 
Paul Milton and Palmer Thompson; the Washington rep is Thomas Dor- 
rance, who arranges Washington pickups and works out censorship prob- 
lems; Finis Farr and Joel Sayre, former MOT script writers, devote their 
time exclusively to WQXR, N. Y., programs. Time mag recently obtained 
a stock interest in the latter station. 





‘On Stage, Chanute,” the WGN, Chicago, program which seeks to help 
recruit Army aviation cadets, is produced by Morrison Wood, of the 
station’s production staff and written by Fran Coughlin, a WGN staff 
writer. Only connection that the Chicago Radio Management Club has 
had with the show was a request that it write the copy for the recruiting. 
The committee also requested that transcribed copies of the program be 
given to other Chi stations and this was granted. 

WJR, Detroit, points out for the record that the paid-for news and 
gossip column which WCAU, Philadelphia, recently started in the Phila- 
delphia Inquirer is not a new idea in radio promotion. WJR reminds 
that it began a similar column in the Detroit Times and Free Press six 
months ago and that the other stations in the town are still wondering 
why WJR is still giving them so many breaks in the two columns. 

George Corey, writer of the ‘This Nation at War’ series for the 
National Ass’n of Manufacturers, went to Vergennes, Vt., last week to do 
a program about war industries there. His curiosity about production 
plants and figures aroused immediate suspicion and he had to do some 
fast talking to keep out of the local jug. He’s a native of Vergennes. 


Chicago U. Offers 


Army Radio ou STATION AGREES 
TO STOP FIBBING 


Washington, Sept. 8. 
starting Oct, 3. In one of the rare instances of 
the Federal Trade Commission pro- 
ceeding against u radio broadcasting 
station, the Government agency has 
obtained a stipulation to cease mis- 
representations from the Liberty 
| Broadcasting Corp., operating sta- 
tion WAGA, Atlanta, Ga. 

The southern broadcasting com- 
pany signed a stipulation agreeing 
to refrain from representing that 
WAGA has more listeners in Atlanta 

than any other radio station, or that, 


when operating as authorized in its 
» f 
| Over 65 Concerts construction permit, it can be heard 
Set for Louisville 


without interference over the en- 
Louisville, Sept. 8 


tire state of Georgia. It has also 
War situation is having practically | through exaggeration of 














Chicago, Sept. 8. 
New 20-week course in adyinced | 
radio Army 
Signal Corps will be offered by Chi- 
'cago University, 
Men accepted for 
must be qualified in 
electrical engineering, elementary | 
electronics and radio, will be paid 
between $1,620 and $2,600 during 
their studies. Those who complete 
the course satisfactorily will receive 
| Second Lieutenant commissions 
| The course is limited to those be- 
ltween 18 and 45. 


engineering for the 





the course, who 


mathematics, 





agreed to cease misrepresenting 
the number 
of. prospective purchasers who listen 
to the station. 


nc adverse effect on concerts booked 


for next fall and y inter. More than ce 


65 performances are scheduled, in- 











cluding those presented by local | Springfield, Mass.—Herb Edman, 
groups ; } program director for the past yeat 
| J. H. Thuman. Cincinnati im- | 2t WMAS, CBS outlet, switched to 
presario, has returned to the local WTAG in Worcester, his home city, 
}eoncert field with four concerts. His | #8 @nouncer. 
| schedule includes John Charle 
|Thomas, Oct. 15; Marian Anderson, | — — 
“4 v. 10; Ballet Theatre, Dec. 3 
sapnmeninog, Feb. 15. The fom. @ WRITER 
nunity Concert Association se @ DIRECTOR 


® 

|opens with the Philadelphia Or- . neat 
Bes iestra Nov. 5, followed by Richard e PRODI CER 
' 


‘oa Dec. 11; Josef Hofmann, pi 
‘Marriage of Figaro 


anist, Jan. 20; 
sill se dress, March 16: Astri¢ 
arias April 28. 
The Chamber Music Society’ 
| bookings, all coming after Jan. 1. are 
| sudapest String Quartet: Coolidge 
fs ~— Stradivarius String “THE PUBLIC IS NEW 
| Quartet. ‘he Cincinnati Symphony " r 3 
| Orchestra will give six concerts, oer AG Smee ‘e YORK 
| t three for children in the afternoon, AS YOU THINK. CITY 


and three night concerts 
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es Army Takeover Forces ‘WLS B 
; Pavroll Traff CRC |Army Takeover Forces am 
+ yro i IC z Regina, Sask., Sept. 8. 
3 + Gerry Gaetz, manager of CKCK 
Se SECS SE EEF SFFOOOH 44444440 here, has taken over managership 


Pittsburgh—Tom Johnson, control 
operator for stations WJAS and 
KQV, has resigned to accept a post 
with NBC in Washington. 

O. H. Milles, KQV’s transmitter 
engineer, has left to take a job with 
the aircraft radio laboratory at 
Wright Field, Dayton, O., and Clint 
Prewitt, of KQV transmitter crew, 
has gone over to WCAE. 

Donald Gruitt, formerly of 
WMMN, Fairmont, W. Va.,_ has 
joined the engineering staff at 
WCAE, 

Mrs. Victoria Corey, coordinator 
of War Service Programs at KDKA, 
has been named district chairman 
of the newly organized Directors of 
Women’s Activities group of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters. She 
will handle the section comprising 
Pennsylvania and Delaware. 





Philadelphia—Richard Seitz, WFIL 
engineer, has been upped to en- 
gineering supervisor, taking spot 
vacated by Lou Littlejohn, recently 
promoted to acting chief engineer. 

Joe McCauley, formerly of WHAT, 
will take over the ‘Dawn Patrol’ 
program on WIP’ when = Mort 
Lawrence, current pilot, leaves in 
couple of weeks. 

Rosalind Largman has resigned 
her post in the WFIL and W53PH 
continuity department. 

Tom Livzey has joined the an- 
nouncing staff of WCAU. 

Raymond Harrison latest addition 
to the WIP cngineering staff. 





Regina, Sask. — Harold. Francis 
added as announcer at CJRM. Lois 
Spencer is new musical director, re- 
placing Sam _ Hillier, and Percy 


Dougans added to sales staff. An- 
nouncer Bob Hill has joined the 


RCAF. 

New announcers at CKCK, Regina, 
are Lawrence Heeney, Don Vance 
and Bill Bransted. Don MacMil- 
lan, production manager, moved to 
sales staff and Wilf Collier, produc- 
tion department, replaces. Ross 


» an an tt An tn i tt ti tt tnd bl 


Radio's Bond Drive i 


PEPE F44444444444444464 


The S. A. Angle 

WMCA, New York, is offering two 
original oil paintings of Betty Grable 
by Petty and Varga, Esquire mag 
artists, to the family buying the most 
bonds during September. 

The paintings were made available 
to the station by 20th Century-Fox, 
which commissioned them in connec- 
tion with the producer's forthcoming 
release, ‘Footlight Serenade.’ 

Cincy Co-Op With Theatres 
Cincinnati, Sept. 8. 

The WCPO-RKO Minute Maids 
last week opened the station’s Sep- 
tember War Bond drive by broad- 
casting a special program which was 
relayed to audiences in 73 theatres 
in the Cincinnati metropolitan area. 
The event closed with the audiences 
Singing the national anthem to the 
accompaniment of the music on the 
broadcast. 

It was the first that a tieup of this 
sort has taken place in this city. 

Friend in Need 
Washington, Sept. 8. 

Arch McDonald, sportscaster of 
WJSV, local CBS outlet, was host 
at a War Bond luncheon last Fri- 


day (4), but his chief guest paid 
the $50,000 check. Explanation was 
that the guest, John W. Miller, 


Washington furniture dealer and a 
friend of McDonald's, volunteered 
to buy sufficient War Bonds for the 
broadcaster to reach his goal of 
$250,000 in sales. His only stipula- 
tion was that McDonald should buy 
him a lunch. 

When Miller learned that a pur- 
chase of $38,000 was needed to top 
the $250,000 figure, he volunteered 
to make his purchase $50,000 worth 
of bonds, to start McDonald on his 
second $250,000 drive. 





Good Coin, But Heavy 
Phoenix, Ariz., Sept. 8. 

As a stunt to hypo the sale of 
War Bonds over KOY, Phoenix, Jack 
Williams, the station’s program di- 
rector, offered to deliver a bond per- 
sonally to the first purchaser phon- 
ing in during his morning ‘Of This 
and That’ show. 

When a woman called in with a 
pledge, Williams delivered the bond 
according to promise. However, it 
took him most of the morning to 
complete the transaction, as the 


woman had the money in 1,875 pen- 
nies, which had to be counted. 











MacRae, of the production staff, now 
program director. Don Dawson, 


publicity director, into the RCAF 
and replaced by Marj Walsh. New 
traffic manager, replacing Mar} 
Walsh, is Maxine Harper. Mary 


Bell, of secretarial staff, to produc- 


tion crew and Evelyn McNally added | 


to secretaria! staff. 

Akron.—Wayne Byers, announcer 
at WJW here for last 16 months 
joins WTAM, Cleveland. 


Bob Inghamis returning to WJW. 


here after sessions at WTOL, Toledo, 
and WBIZ, Ottumwa, Iowa. Garde 
Chambers, of WHBC, Canton, also 
joining WJW. 

Jack Earle resigning announcing 


post at WJW to enter the University | 


of Chicago. 





Forth Worth. — Bruce Howard, 
member of the engineering staff of 
WBAP and KGKO at the Fort Worth 
studios, has been appointed a Naval 
warrant officer. 





Akron.— Bob Ingham, 
with KBIZ, Ottumwa, Iowa, and for 
five years with WTOL, Toledo, has 
returned to WJW here as an an- 
nouncer. Jack Earle, Clevelander, 
who spieled at WJW during the 
summer, has received a scholarship 
at the University of Chicago. 


formerly | 


of CJRC, Winnipeg, replacing F. H. 
Elphicke, who will manage CKWX, 
Vancouver. Harold Crittenden, 
| Sales manager of CKCK, replaces 
|Gaetz, and Bob Buss, salesman, 
|}moves up to sales manager. Ross 
| MacRae, announcer, is pow program 
| diiector. 








CBS IN TIEUP ON 
MEXICAN WAR 
PROGRAM 


Mexico City., Sept. 8. 

CBS has tied up with XEQ, Mexico 
City, for the production and airing 
of a half-hour program this Satur- 
day evening (12), reporting what 
Mexico is contributing to the war 
against the Axis. 
| The program, which starts 6:15 
| p.m. NYT, will include Dolores Del 
| Rio, Tito  Guizar, Ambassador 
George Messersmith, Lawrence Grey 
and Miguel Aleman, Mexican min- 
ister of the interior. Daniel Lund- 
berg, CBS’ Mexico City correspond- 
ent, will write and direct the stanza. 

















KDKA, Pitt, Manager 
Fills Program Post 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 8. 

James Rock, manager of station 
KDKA, will oversee the program de- 
artment Fimself until he fills the 
vacancy caused by the resignation 
of Ed Harvey last week to become 
program director of WBAL in Balti- 
more, Rock will be assisted by Bc>d 
Shield, who has been upped from 
the announcing staff to production. 
Harvey, who had been in his new 
KDKA berth for only a couple of 
months, resigned following differ- 
ences of opinion with the manage- 
ment. 





Shortenin’ Back 
San Antonio, Sept. 8. 

Mrs. Tucker’s Shortening, long a 
heavy radio advertiser, but silent 
since shortly after the outbreak of 
war, is returning to the air with a 
series of five-minute’ transcribed 
‘Smile’ kroadcasts to be aired daily 
Monday through Friday over station 
KTSA. 


Account is handled through the 





Crook agency. 


Dance’ to Move to Smaller Chi House 


Chicago, Sept. 8. 
‘WLS National Barn Dance,’ which 
has run for nine years at Eighth 
Street theatre, has been ordered to 
move. Theatre has been taken over 
by the War Dept., which will transe 
form it into an army training school. 
Show will henceforth broadcast 
from small Chicago Civic theatre, 


|retaining its two-show policy, from 





7 until 9, from 9:15 until 11 on Sat- 
urday evenings. In the nine-year 
period, the cast of this program has 
remained 85% intact. Delivered 
over 930 performances before over 
2,500,000 people. 


PALEY, ROYAL RETURN 
SOON FROM ENGLAND 


John F. Royal, NBC v.-p. in 
charge of international broadcasting, 
is due back in the States from Eng- 
land in about two weeks. He went 
over last Wednesday (2) to work 
out, according to the network’s an- 
nouncement, a new series of short- 
wave programs. 

William S. Paley, CBS prez, who 
is now over there on a similar ]ooke 
out, will probably return next week, 
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LIONEL BARRYMORE 
*‘Mavor of the Town’ 


Dramatic Serial 

30 Mins. 

RINSO 

Sun. 7 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

The opening program (6) made it 
quite obvious why certain Washing- 
ton authorities concerned with 
civilian morale were so prompt in 
helping persuade Metro-Goldwyn- 


Mayer to allow Lionel Barrymore to 
signature 
Lever Bros. ‘(Metro had insisted on 
making the renewal of each 13-week 
cycle subject to {ts approval.) 
‘Mayor of the Town’ can, and should, 
prove of immeasurable service on 
the home front. It 1s pitched com- 
pletely, vividly and incisivety to the 
war. It moves determinedly and 
courageously away from the orbit 
of escapism and into the psychologi- 
cal path of a realism that Americans 
must become inured to sooner or 
later. ‘Mayor of the Town,’ in ap- 
proaching its task. is quite fortunate 
in having the services of an actor 
and personality who, aside from his 
talent. is bound to receive a warm 
response in millions of American 
homes. 

Lever Bros. has undertaken sOme- 


thing that other network sponsors 
have been inclined to sidestep 
gingerly. It is flouting the belief 


existing generally among advertisers 
and their agencies that women list- 
eners are not as yet prepared to re- 
ceive the grim impacts of a total 
war, and that serials must continue 
to treat the subject of war with 
sugarcoated infiltration. 

‘Mayor of the Town’ 
initial curtain on the’ grimmest 
theme of all, the casualty list. But 
it did it with a warmth, a sympathy 
and a candor that made the pro- 
gram sound as though it were in- 
troducing a new era in radio drama, 
The job was admirable from every 
angle. As the mayor of the town 
of ‘Springdale,’ Barrymore  fash- 
ioned a characterization that grips 
hard on the heart and the mind. 
And the cast surrounding him was 
a darb. The script itself was a 
potent compound of patriotism, 
romance, tragedy and human under- 
standing. It also had its touches of 


raised its 


well placed humor. 

The character of the mayor has 
been skillfully designed—up-in- 
years. mellow, kindly, dutiful and 
guided by a tolerant philosophy of 
life. To his fellow townsmen he sug- 
gesis a combination of institution 


and big heart. There’s even a strain 
of hokum in the character figment: 
he’s addicted to doing his heavy 
thinking while working among his 
rosebushes. In any event the crea- 
tion is easily recognizable and in- 
gratiating. Barrymore endows the 
character with more than a voice. 
He gives it three-dimensional hu- 
manness plus a sense of spiritual 
leadership 


Script No. 1 nimbly but sharply 
related how the war came to three 
persons who had for years been 


close to the mayor and how two of 


a three-vear contract with | 











EDGAR BERGEN 


Don Ameche. Ray Noble, Dale Evans, 


Charies Ruggles 


| Variety 
130 Mirs. - 
| CHASE & SANBORN COF FEE 


Sun., 8 p.m. 


WEAF-NBC, New York. 
iJ. Walte Tho psoiw) 

It’s the fifth consecutive seasol ii 
Edgar Bergen and his chip of pine- 
wood. Charlie McCarthy, on thn 
Sundav marath On the how 
return to the atr tas: weekend (b) 
after the usual summer vacation, tlt 
team ol Abbott and Costello 
missing from the roster and in thet 


place was a quite familiar personal- 


litv, Don Ameche, and a voice not so 


familiar. that of Dale Evans. The} 
comedy patterrt is back to where 1! 
was before the addition of A & ( 


The load is pretty much Bergen’s in 


that department, even though there's 


a contributing guest. Last Sunday 
that guest was Charles Ruggles. The 
general output of merriment Was 
above par. 
Ameche is kept quite active 
throughout the 30 minutes. If he’s 
not m.c.ing, he’s in there singing or 
gaging with Bergen’s chief alter ego, 


or the guest for the occasion. In all, 
the pace is breezy and absorbing. 
Most of the crossfire was cued 


around Bergen’s recent jaunt around 
the service camps in Alaska. The pass- 
age that included Ruggles took on 
many a College Humor tinge (to wit, 
that line ‘I also hunt bare’), but it 
was Clicksome fare. It also shouldn't 
be so difficult for Ameche to repress 
his own enjoyment over the script. 
Miss Evans, the vocal newcomer, 
knows her way about when it comes 
to putting over a rhythm number. 
Both her voice and manner are de- 
cidedly pleasant. 

Ameche did a well phrased recruit- 
ing pitch for the Navy at the fade- 
out. The C & S commercials this 
season are being gagged and not 
sung. Odec. 








reacted when tragedy 
The mayor intervenes twice in be- 
half of young ‘Bill Williams.’ He 
prevails upon the father, the mayor's 
old crony at the checkerboard, to let 
the youth join the Navy. Also to 
give his approval to the boy's mar- 
riage. Months later comes Spring- 
dale’s first casualty list. Young Wil- 
liams is reported dead. The imme- 
diate reaction of the father and bride 


them 


is to upbraid the mayor, charging 
that it was his (the mayor's) patri- 


death. The speech, in which 
mayor explains his own role in the 
conflict and the meaning of our part 
in the conflict, was a fine piece of 
matured, sentient writing. 

Not unlike the pattern used in 
‘Our Town,’ Barrymore is posed as 
the narrator as well as the central 
figure around which all the drama 
eddies. Barrymore’s closing remarks 
on the debut occasion were split be- 
tween an expression of appreciation 
for being associated with the pro- 
gram, because of the way it reflects 
the American scene, and a bid for 
the listener’s patronage of the prod- 
uct. 


out of place. Odec. 
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explains Suzy our Steno. 
“To ride away with sales 
in the Cincinnati area, 
put your money on the 
favorite —WSAI. WSAI's 
unique sales aids get your 
program off to a fast 
start—and keep it out in 
front! WSAI has proved 
itself hundreds of times 
in past performances. If 
you're playing to WIN 
. Buy WSAI!’’ 


. ° 





WSAI'S SALES AIDS 


1, Street car and bus cards. 
2. Neon Signs 
3. Display Cards 
4. Newspaper Ads 
3. Taxicab Covers 
6. Downtown Window Disploys 
7. House-organ 


8. Meet the Sponsor 


Broadcast 











OWN STATION 


| Mathilda,’ a pop-folk song 


|} ‘Annie 


struck, | 


The latter somehow didn’t seem | 


MARJORIE LAWRENCE 
With Albert Spalding, Andre Kostel- 
anetz orch, 
30° Mins. 
COCA-COLA 
Sunday 4:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York. 
(D'Arcy? 

Marjorie Lawrence, Australian so- 
prano whose legs were paralyzed 14 
ago at the height of het 
Metropolitan Opera and concert ¢ca- 


months 


reer, made her professional return 
Sund afternoon (6) with Andre 
Kostetanetz and Albert Spalding for 
( i-Cola on WABC-CBS. Fact that 
she sang from a wheelchair made | 
little or no difference, Miss Law- | 
rence’s performance being unusuaily | 


impressive vocally and as a dramatic 
occasion. 

Soprano opened her portion of the 
program with ‘Devotion,’ the English 


|Janguage version of ‘Zueignung. by | 
Richard Strauss. Her next offering 


wus ‘Annie Laurie,’ with which she 


| is widely identified. She closed with 
‘Waltzing | 
favorite | 


a click performance of 


,of the Australian soldiers. Miss | 
| Lawrence sang them all with telling | 
} power, tonal clarity and apparent 


confidence. ‘Mathilda,’ being a color- 
ful novelty to U. S. listeners, was 
perhaps the standout of the show. 
One nice touch, seemingly a surprise 


to Miss Lawrence, was the orchestra | 
finished 
CX- } 


for her after she 
Laurie. As Spalding 
plained, a fanfare is the way an or- 


fanfare 


| chestra expresses pleasure. 


Rest of the program was up to the 


| slittering standard of arranger-con- 


ductor Kostelanetz, violinist Spalding 
and director George Zachary. Coca- 


specific and urgent than for- 


Hobe. 


‘MAJOR HOOPLE’ 


some 


‘MAXWELL HOUSE’ 

With Fanny Brice, Frank Morgan, 
Hanley Stafford, John Conte, Mere- 
dith Willson orch 

30 Mins. 


GENERAL FOODS 


Thursday, 8 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 
After a summer series in which 


Fanny Brice and Frank Morgan took 
alternate vacations with lesser names 
substituting, the ‘Maxwell House 


show brought back its varsity line- 
up last week and immediately re- 
sumed its familiar pattern and ef- 
fectiveness. As before, Mann Holi- 


ner is directing and Phil Rapp script- 


ling, with Hanley Stafford as foil for 
'Miss Brice’s Baby Snooks character, 


and 
and 


John Conte as singing m.c., 
Meredith Willson as conductor 
co-stooge for Morgan. 


Only notable departure from nor- 
mal for the series was the guest ap- 
pearance from Washington of Ed- 
ward R. Stettinius, lend-lease ad- 
ministrator, to talk about his recent 
trip to England. Otherwise, the 


show had the customary chit-chat at 


the start, Morgan’s familiar tall story 
routine, his fluffing of lines and his 
breakups, and the  always-sock 
Snooks routine of Miss Brice and 
Stafford. Also more or less in char- 
acter was the borderline nature of 
of the comedy material, both 
Morgan's and Miss Brice’s. 
Commercial copy, which was for 
Post Toasties part of the summer, 
was once more for Maxwell House 


coffee, with the principal plug at the 


mid-mark. Hobe. 


| Cola’s commercial copy is somewhat | «s74GE DOOR CANTEEN’ 
more 


{merly, but is still unusually terse. 


With Orson Welles, Martha Scott, 
Irene Dunne, James Melton, Lou 
Holtz, Bert Lytell, Raymond Paige 
orch 

30 Mins. 


With Arthur Q. Bryan, Patsy Moran, | CORN PRODUCTS REFINING 
Merl Blanc, John Battle, Evelyn | Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 


Chevillet, Wally Maher, Ed Max, | 
orch | 


Fred 
30° Mins. 


McKay, Walter Green 


“Sustaining 


Monday, 7 p.m. 
WJZ-Blue, New York. 

There must be some explanation 
for such a laboriously unfunny com- 
edy attempt as ‘Major Hoople.’ Pos- 
sibly it lies in the fact that the Blue 
network sustainer, heard in New 
York early in the evening, origin- 


; ates in Hollywood at 4 p.m. Coast 
; time. 
otic appeal that sent the youth to his | 
the 


Presumably the idea is to 
draw a juvenile audience from the 
readers of the ‘Major Hoople’ news- 
paper comic strip, on which the pro- 
| gram is based. That may be the ex- 
planation, but it’s hardly an excuse. 
The show isn’t merely juvenile; 
its infantile. That is, except the 
| subject matter, which, on the basis 
of the Monday (7) edition, involved 
blackmail, pocket-picking, bail- 
jumping, elbow-bending, wholesale 
lying, marital infidelity and a cat- 
and-dog relationship between the 
Major and his missus. Altogether, 
choice material for a radio program 
|for kids. And in this case, unbear- 
ably vulgar and tedious for adults. 
Whether or not it was a repre- 
| sentative adaptation, the script ran 
to ponderous situations and gags, 
which Bob Moss’s direction did 
nothing to help. The acting was “Ten 
Nights in a Barrcom’ stuff, with 
Arthur Q. Bryan leaning on the 
Major’s windbag characteristics and 
the other players haminering every 
line for the noisily idiotic studio 
audience. Walter Green’s musical 
| arrangements went in for whimsical 


| cues, Hobe. 
|‘YOURS TRULY’ 
With Darragh Aldrich, ‘Two Boys | 


and Two Girls,’ ‘20 Flying Fingers’ 

and Ray Tenpenny 
15 Mins.; Local 
Sustaining 
| Mon. through Fri., 3 
| WCCO, Minneapolis 
| This is the local CBS station’s own 
|produced War Bond variety show 
|} and the fact that it holds consider- 


p.m. 


and entertainment is calculated to 


{help it achieve its purpoSe of stim- 
|} ulating the sale of Government se- 
|curities. It’s played before an audi- 


} ence which, before it gets underway, 


m.c., on war bond purposes. 
agreeing to make purchases are 
| given an inning at the mike during 
the subsequent airing. 

This program got off to an arrest- 
ing start with ‘This Is Worth Fight- 
ing For’ by a mixed quartet. ‘Two 
Boys and Two Girls,’ ‘20 Flying 
Fingers,’ Ramona Gerhard and Bee 
Bailey, providing the piano accom- 
paniment. Darragh Aldrich, local 
novelist, followed with a good re- 
cital of the achievements of women 
prominent in the day’s headlines. 
Another musical number, ‘I Left My 
Heart at the Stage Door Canteen,’ 
fit in nicely at this point. 

Then came the show’s climax and 
justification—a novelty audience 
number got the program down to its 
business of selling bonds. An audi- 
ence member who volunteered to 
buy a war bond was called to the 
mike, interviewed by Tenpenny for 


musket and the chance to pop any 
of the ‘three horrors,’ Hitler, Hiro- 
hito or Mussolini, caricatures of 
whom decorate a studio wall. 
It’s fun for the participants 
those listening in 





Rees 





| Dunne made a 





able in the way of novelty, interest 
| ‘WORLD TOMORROW’ 
| University 


is queried by Ray Tenpenny, capable | 
Those | 


| war 


a few seconds and then given an old | 





and | 


WABC-CBS, New York 
(C, L. Miller) 

Orson Welles, who’s been splurg- 
ing with radio guest appearances 
during his current stay in New York, 
was a resounding click on the ‘Stage 
Door Canteen’ program Thursday 
night (3), after being a standout the 
previous night (Wednesday) on the 
CBS  sustainer, ‘Suspense.’ What- 
ever his Hollywood standing may be 
at the moment, his recent work in 
radio makes him a better-than-ever 
prospect in that field. 


Following entertaining but not 
noteworthy performances by Lou 
Holtz, James Melton and _ Irene 


Dunne, Welles brought the ‘Canteen’ 
show to a rousing pitch with an 
enormously stirring reading of Gene 
Fowler's two-fisted poem, ‘The Jer- 
vis Bay,’ a saga of the converted 
merchantman and her heroic captain 
sunk by a Nazi battleship early in 
the war.. The actor used his great 
voice with irresistible effect, start- 
ing low and building to a powerful 
climax. 

Compared to that, his sketch with 
Martha Scott immediately afterward 
seemed trifling by contrast. It was 
an amusing burlesque of daytime se- 
rials divertingly read by the pair, 
but remained an anti-climax to the 
Fowler piece. Holtz’s contribution 
to the show was three of his char- 
acteristic stories. Melton sang ‘Play, 
Gypsies’ impressively, and Miss 
brief spiel for War 
Bond purchases. An improvement 
of the program's first broadcast was 
Bert Lytell’s explanation of the N. Y. 
Stage Door Canteen and how it works, 
probably an illuminating bit for the 
out-of-town listeners, 

Windup of the show was throat- 
catching, as the servicemen studio 
audience joined Melton and Miss 
Dunne in singing ‘Left My Heart at 
the Stage Door Canteen’ theme tune. 
Raymond Paige’s music was helpful 
and Earle McGill's direction knit the 
multiple threads together skillfully. 

Hobe. 


of Rochester Forum 


30 Mins. 


Local 
| Tues., 7:30 p.m. 
WHAM, Rochester, N. Y. 


This is a new series sponsored by 


| the University of Rochester War In- 


formation Center, in which faculty 
members and guests discuss 
problems. Much of the open- 
ing forum was devoted to stressing 
the need for ‘After the War— 
What?’, 
problems better than they were 
settled after the other war. This 
was convincingly presented, with U. 
President Alan Valentine presiding. 

Dr. Arthur J. May, history profes- 


sor and lecturer on world affairs. | 


and Dr. Justin W. Nixon, professor 
at Colgate-Rochester Divinity School 
and also known for hfs grasp of in- 


| ternational problems, were included 


in the discussion. As expected, all 
three wanted to talk at once fre- 
quently, but this only served to whet 
the interest and add to the dramatic 
effect over the air. 

_ All three agreed that the United 
States must help police the world 
and solve vital international eco- 
nomic and political problems. May 


; asserted we are in the midst of a 


world revolution that has been in 
progress 25 years and probably will 
run several more decades. Cord. 








post- | 


idea being to settle those | 


‘ALDRICH FAMILY’ 


With Norman Tokar, Katherine 
Raht, House Jameson, Jackie Kelk, 
Theresa Keane, John Holbrook, 
Mary Ship, Nerman Williams, 
Howard Smith, Dan Seymour, 


Jack Miller orch. 


| 30 Mins. 


GENERAL FOODS 

Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 

Such is the esteem in which Clif- 
ford Goldsmith and his ‘Aldrich 
Family’ are held that when the pro- 
gram recently went back on the air 
without Ezra Stone in the principal 
part he created, and with which he 
is closely associated in the public 
mind, there was little doubt of the 
show's continued = suecess. With 
Stone out due to Army regulations, 
the only question appeared to be 
whether Norman Tokar, an un- 
known, could get by as Henry Ald- 
rich. Thanks to a carefully imita- 
tive performance and Goldsmith's 
brilliant scripting, he does. 

Of course Stone’s uncanny timing, 
his subtlety and his ingratiating 
guilelessness are missed. But Tokar, 
despite difficulty in pronouncing the 
‘L’ sound, was better on the second 
week’s show last Thursday (3) than 
the preceeding week, and should 
continue to improve. But it’s a 
tough assignment at best. Other 
regulars in the cast, such as Kather- 
ine Raht and House Jameson, as 
Henry's super-patient parents, and 
Jackie Kelk, as the querulous Homer, 
continue to click solidly. Also effec- 
tive on the season’s second chapter 
were Howard Smith, John Holbrook, 
Theresa Keane and Mary Shipp, the 
latter two overcoming a voice simi- 
larity by distinctive characterization. 
Norman Williams sounded a trifle 
old as a schoolboy heart-breaker. 

Although Goldsmith's script for 
the second installment lacked some 
of his customary wealth of inven- 
tiveness and deft humor, it was still 
far superior to anything else of its 
kind on the air, Francis van Hartes- 


veldt’s direction was taut and ex- 
pertly paced, and Jack Miller’s musi- 
cal cues were the usual for the 
series. General Foods commercial 
copy for Postum consisted of an in- 
tegrated major plug at the halfway 
mark and brief mentions at the 


opening and close. As previously on 
the show, the studio audience mikes 


were keyed low. Hobe. 

‘THEATRE DATE’ 

With Stanley Richards, Marge 
Stevenson 

15 Mins. 


Sunday, 10 p.m. 
WEVD, New York. 
‘Theatre Date’ is pretty 
usual kind of program about the 
stage-screen doings of New York. 
Stanley Richards, a personal press 
agent, offers his spiel about the cur- 
rent plays and pictures in the guise 
of a taxicab tour of the Times 
Square district, winding up with an 
interview with some show biz per- 
sonality. Shows of this kind are 
limited to a specialized, local audi- 
ence at best and are hardly sponsor- 


much the 


ship prospects. This one is no ex- 
ception. 
On the initial stanza, Richards 


skimmed the current show and pic- 
ture crop pretty lightly, devoting a 
few moments to ‘I Killed the Count,’ 
whodunit play at the Cort theatre, 
and mentioning the current standout 
offerings. He then ‘visited’ the Stage 
Door Canteen, N. Y interview 
actress Margo Stevenson, a junior 
hostess there. Aside from the bright, 
attractive air manner she displayed, 
the confab was notable chiefly for 
the fact that the actress seemed more 


+ 
ee) 


at ease than Richards in the ad-lib 
spiel and that she revealed her en- 
gagement to screen writer Robert 


Russell, now a private at Camp Up- 
ton, N. Y. 

One thing about ‘Theatre Date’— 
it presumably enables Richards to 
get free tickets to the Broadway 
shows and films, and at the same 
time put his press agent accounts on 
the air Hobe. 
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Attention Circus Proprietors 


Have bad extensive experience with 
wild animals. 1 used to open the 
dining-room doors of a summer board- 
ing-house. JAMES MADISON, free- 
lance gag writer. Also publisher of 
JAMES MADISON’S GAG SHEET, $1. 
P. 0. Box 124, Grand Central Annex. 
New York. (BR. 98-3000). 
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From the Production Centres 








IN NEW YORK CITY ,.., 


Lesley Woods, a regular on the ‘Big Sister’ serial, also written back into 
‘Joyce Jordan’ script for a run....Those new Pall Mall spot announce- 
ments, with their ‘Listen, Hitler’ shout, exaggerated blurbs and 
sensational sound effects, are a new low, even worse tl} r 
sor’s previous spots....George Faulkner has resigned as continuity writer 
of the Andre Kostelanetz show for Coca-Cola to devote full time to script- 
ing for the OWI. Gilbert Seldes is filling in....Paul Kapp, the talent 
agent, an expectant father again....George Lowther is scripting-directing- 
narrating ‘Superman’ on Mutual, besides directing a fistful of NBC re- 
corded shows. 

Peter Donald, the actor-m.c., doing series of five-minute story-and-gag 
shows of his own scripting, across the board on WOR... .Jack Stevens 
WNEW sportscaster, authored ‘One I'l] Never Forget,’ to be published by 
Simon-Schuster....Carl Post doing a nightly piano stint on ‘Midnight Jam- 
boree’ on WEVD....Kathryn Cravens, whose ‘News Through a Woman’s 
Eyes’ returns Sept. 14 to WNEW. spending a week with her mother in 
Texas....Helen Hiett, who ended her news series Sept. 4 on the Blue 
network, making three-month lecture tour and authoring a book....John 
S. Young, scripter of ‘The Second Mrs. Burton’ serial on the Coast for 
General Foods, has authored a new daytimer to star Benay Venuta, singer 
currently in ‘By Jupiter’....Tom Tully, radio-legit actor, back from 
month’s vacation on the Coast....‘Cavaleade of America’ renewed on 
NBC by du Pont, through B.B.D. & O.....Sammie Hill back in the part 
of Mary, Henry’s sister, in ‘Aldrich Family.’ She also continues her run- 
ing parts in ‘Bright Horizon,’ ‘Bess Johnson’ and ‘The Creightons.’ 

Mildred Murray has joined the cast of ‘Bright Horizons’.. .Elizabeth 
Watts, formerly a mezzo-soprano on the Continent. is in ‘Armstrong The- 
atre of the Air’....Fred Allen is due in this the 
format of his half-hour Texaco show with sponsor and agency, Buchanan. 

With the shift of ‘Johnny Presents’ to the Coast, Myron Dutton succeeds 
Jack Johnstone as director. Johnstone continues as director of ‘Crime 
Doctor’ for the same account. Bruce Dodge directs ‘Take It or Leave It.’ 
another Biow agency show which goes to the Coast soon....Sylvia Carr, 
who does a vocal series on WINS, also doing secretary work for Stan 
Shaw at the same station....Henry Hull, in ‘True Story Theatre of the 
Air,’ starts Sept. 23 on Mutual for Howard clothes, through Redfield- 
Johnstone agency. Norman Livingston will direct and the scripts will 
be by Sig Miller and Louis Vittez. Lesley Woods and Ann Seymour are 
featured on he iniial episode....Rober King, formerly with Mahes agency 
public, joined the Blue network press staff. 

Marge Calvert, who recently moved to New York, returned to Chicago 
to resume the part of ‘Judy’ in the recorded ‘Judy and Jane’ serial, start- 
ing this week. She’s due back in New York in January....Jack Smart, 
one of the busier mike actors, in the cast of ‘The Pirate,’ new Lunt-Fon- 
tanne play by S. N. Behrman....Horton’s ice cream, apparently figuring 
On a warm autumn, has renewed its sponsorship of ‘Bulldog Drummond’ 
on Mutual through Dec. 7 Eddie O’Shea in cast of new Maxwell 
Anderson drama, ‘Eve of St. Mark’....George Corey, scripter of ‘This 
Nation at War,’ the NAM show, may go to England to do several broad- 
casts of the series. 


super- 


town week to discuss 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Bob Hope and his Pepsodent crew open the season in Seattle Sent. 22 


Northern point picked as convenient to his pre-season activities among the | 


service men in Alaska and the Aleutians .Clete Roberts, Blue network 
special events head and news commentator, caught on with overseas 
branch of Office of War Information and will be stationed in Frisco 

Jim and Marian Jordan (Fibber and Molly) celebrated their 25th wedding 
anniversary with a party of intimate friends Bob Anderson came down 
from Frisco to take over Knox Manning’s L. A. Soap newscast 
Latter now officering with Signal Corps Jean Holloway coming out 
from N. Y. to script Rinso’s ‘Mayor of the Town’ with Martin Gosch and 
Howard Harris. Team pulls out after three more broadcasts to take up 
with Abbott and Costello, which Gosch produces and supervises script 
with Harris. Another writer will be teamed up with Miss Holloway 

Norman Rose, air scripter, off to himself for an officership 

Peter O'Crotty moved out of 
Columbia Pacific network 

Navy....Jess Oppenheim and 


series, 


school 


Charles Berre, Belgian actor, enlisted in the 
Bob Weiskopf took leave of Sealtest writ- 


ing battery to prepare for early induction Van Newkirk, program di- 
rector for Don Lee, made a nice gesture when he canceled a network 
program so that Hollywood friends of Meredith Willson could hear Uni- 
versity of Kentucky testimonial to composer for his contribution to Amer- 
ican music. Willson has long been identified with NBC and programs on 
that web, but that mattered not to Newkirk, who took the tribute off the 
network and transcribed it for later broadcast Dick Powell returns to 


a quarter hour program over NBC for Campana. Ac- 
will be batoned by Matty Malneck NBC trailering 
he st t station break 


with voices of the stars at 


the air Oct. 10 in 
companying band 
its returning fall 
time. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Jim Phillips, of WBBM engineering dept., leaves for naval officers’ 
training school at Albion College, Mich....WBBM new Harry Hess 
and scripter Chief Ward Caille flew over Chicago’s Soldiers Field Sat. in 
Army bomber to gather impressions for continuity of Army Air Show 
Herschel Hart, editor of the Detroit News, a visitor in 
Chicago to line up material: d talent for his WWJ program, ‘Gossip of 


shows recorded 


} 


man 


former radio 


the Stars,’ which Vicks will sponsor starting Sept. 14 Percy Fait! 
conductor of the Carnation Hour, back from a western jaunt 

George Voutsas, member of NBC's Chicago production dept 
Army Sept. 11 as private E. L. Bernhe o engineer, has bee 
commissioned a captain in the Chemical Warfare Divisio War stamy 
corsages sold by WLS staff members at Wisconsin State Fair averaged 
$125 a day for life of spectacle....D. W. Center, of NBC’ tenographic 
corps, report to WKMO, Kokomo, this week as an announce! Rey- 
nold R. Kraft, NBC New York salesman, in Chicago on busine 








Te | pEATHOUSE]| NEW MEXICO OUTLET 
SOLD FOR $16,000 








at a 1942 price! 


We frankly believe that this is 1942's 

outstanding penthouse value . that on 

some lucky executive will find it the oe sates 

ideal solution to his family’s living Lubbock, Tex., Sept. 8. 

— Hugh Dewitt Landis, manager of 
It occupies the 18th and 19th floors . re p Po ea, 
of the Mayflower, with unobstruct KFYO for the past six years fas 

1 viev n ALL directions. It . - . em 

c« ts ofa purchased station KICA, Clovis, 


consists of a large reception foyer, 


living room 17 yy =32’, org New Mexico, at a reported price of 
room, 3 bedrooms, full-sized kitch . ~, es ee ae -s UW 
en, 2 baths, 2 guest lavatories $16,000. Sale has been approved by 


the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, 

KICA operates on 1240 kilocycles 
| with a power of 250 watts unlimited 
| time. License is being assigned to 
Landis by the Western Broadcasting 
Inc., prez of which is Charles C. 
Alsup, who is manager and owner 


There are spacious outdoor ter- 
races on the west, south and east 
(overlooking Central Park) 

The low price at which it is offered 

makes it a real “bargain in luxury”. 

Don't hesitate to look at it. Call Mr. 

Weaver at COlumbus 5-0060 for an 

appointment 


The MAYFLOW ER 


Central Park West at 61st Street 
New Yorke 




















the stock. 





KNX publicity to head up exploitation for 





| 


lan the same spon- | 


| Cecil Graves, joint director general 


|a cocktail session, which will give 


ito his fellow diners. 





| the Ritz Carlton hotel, N. Y., tomor- 








of the KICA holding with 97% of | 





Lester Vail Taking Leave | 
From Radio for Legit Job. 


Lester Vail, staff director at NBC, | 
is being given a leave of absence by | 
the network to stage the Theatre 
Guild's production of ‘Mr. Sycamore,’ 
a fantasy by Robert Ayre and Ketti 
Frings, from the former’s mag story. 
Show is due on Broadway the week | 
of Oct. 18, after a tryout tour open- | 
ing in Boston Sept. 28. 

Vail directed ‘Hope for-a Harvest,’ | 
Sophie Treadwell drama with Fred- 
ric March and Florence Eldridge, 
last season for the Guild. 


NBC TO FETE 
GRAVES OF BBC 


NBC is 








giving a dinner to Sir 


of the British Broadcasting Corp., at 





row night (Thursday). 


The dinner will be preceded by 


the network officials a chance to in- 
troduce the chief guest personally 





‘Plain Bill,’ ‘Farrell’ 
Serials Back on Mon. 


Blackett - Sample - Hummert, New 
York, is putting two of its former 
serials back on the air starting Mon- 
day (14). They are ‘Just Plain Bill,’ 
to be heard at 5:30-5:45 p.m. on 
WEAF-NBC, and ‘Front Page Far- 
rell,’ to follow immediately at 5:45- | 
6 p.m. on the same network. ‘Bill’ | 





will plug Anacin and ‘Farrell’ will 


ballyhoo Kolynos toothpowder and | 
Hill’s cold tablets. 
Both shows will again be pro- 


dvced by Air Features, with the 
writer and director assignments and 
casts to be set within the next cou- 
ple of days. ‘Bill’ was formerly | 
heard on the Blue network and ‘Far- | 
rell’ on Mutual. 


| 


| means 
i 


WCCO, KSTP, Mpls., Expanding 
Efforts to Reach Growing NW 


Farm Incomes; Special Coverage 


Minneapolis, Sept. 8. 

WCCO and KSTP, the Twin Cities’ 
NBC and CBS outlets, continue their 
efforts to capitalize on greatly grow- 
ing Northwest farm incomes by ex- 
panding their coverages with addi- 
tional locally produced shows and 
programs possessing strong rural 
appeal. WCCO even has sent its 
traveling unit to a Minnesota farm 
to make a transcription during har- 
vesting. The platter, later 
cast, included the sounds of the har- 
vesting machinery and interviews 
with the farm’s owners and several 
harvest hands. Both stations also 
increased farm promotions at the 
Minnesota State Fair last week. 

It’s all because last year’s 
was very good, the present crop out- 


look is excellent and farm prices 
| are the highest in many years. That 
the soil tillers really have 


plenty of money to spend for one of 
the few times during the past sev- 
eral decades. 

The more than a half a dozen new 
WCCO and KSTP farm shows are 
about equally divided between edu- 
cational features and hillbilly and 
ether rural entertainment offerings. 

KSTP has scheduled a number of 
followups on its State Fair activities, 
A series of personal appearances 
has been booked for county fairs, 
harvest festivals and community 


| fetes in the state’s key points along 


the same lines as at the State Fair. 

At each of the communities visited 
for the purpose of dovetailing a 
planned farm promotion program, 
the station will set up a promotion 
booth to make personal contact with 
farmers and provide information, 
Personal appearances will be those 


of KSTP’s ‘Sunset Valley Barn 
Dance’ and other programs. 
The day before the State Fair 


' opened Aug. 29, KSTP decided to air 


|!more of its 


broad- | 


| farm 
| superintendents, 


| tional 


crop | 


| Farm 


from the 
a full-time 
wire in its 
four-by-eight bas 
relief map used in the 
booth’s center piece. Red ribbons 
were placed on the map to lead to the 
bulletins affecting particular 


programs 
and to install 

United Press 

booth. A 


grounds 
leased 
large 


was 


news 
spots. 

Chief emphasis in WCCO’s State 
Fair booth was on agriculture’s con- 
tribution to the nation’s all-out war 
effort. Larry Haeg, the station’s 
director, interviewed livestock 
secretaries and 
leading exhibitors of the three na- 
livestock, horticulture and 
poultry shows, etc. 


Haeg conducted a number of 
special WCCO programs from the 
State Fair booth. He _ introduced 


young 4-H club members as ‘Amer- 
ica’s future farmers’ on an early 
morning show ‘Sunrisers.’ His regu- 
lar Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
News programs originated 
at the Fair Booth with a visible 
audience of thousands. 


Thee times during the week Hayle 


| Cavanor, WCCO special events’ di- 


| rector, 


|along with the 


interviewed Fair exhibitors 
and had 4-H club 
Some of the 


on the grounds 
girls on the air. 


| straight-out entertainment programs 


designed for rural appeal also were 
broadcast from the Fair _ booth, 
Saturday morning 


'‘Open House’ and Florence Murphy’s 


daily newscasts. 





Radio Novitiate 
Minneapolis, Sept. 1. 
WLOL has sold to Griggs, Cooper 


i'Co., large Twin City wholesale 
grocers and liquor dealers, the Ful- 
ton Lewis’ newscasts five days a 
week. 

It’s first time company has gone 
on alr, 














Lesson No. 2 
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up to date 


When an advertiser using 100 Mutual stations expands to the full 204- 


. . . . . of i 
station network. he increases his potential audience by 19.4/¢ more 


radio homes...at an ine 





rease of only 17.8°¢ in cost. 





And recent studies prove that actual listening to Mutual is as much as 


379°¢ more intensive in smaller markets than in the major markets 


where national ratings are measured, 


Potentially...and actually...the New Mutual Rate Plan extends bigs 


city broadcasting economies to all markets covered by this largest nete 


work in the world. 


Ii all adds up to the Biggest Bargains in Broadcasting 


THE MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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Inadequate Publicity Held Factor 


In Failure of U. 


Performers to 


———__—__—___— 


By RAY JOSEPHS 
Buenos Aires, Sept. 1. 
Lack of adequate press agency in 
getting across to South American 
audiences personalities or perform- 
ances this season is held to 
muffed an A-1 opportunity for Yanqui 


opera stars south of the border. Sea- | 


son just closing saw the greatest 

number of U. S. stars to head south, 
yet localites had little or no way of | 
knowing. Result has been that long- 
set impression of Europe, which has | 


been considered the font of all that’s | 


solid in music, remains, and that the 
U. S. continues in the public mind, 
simply as the shipping point for slick, 
enameled cars, streamlined bathtubs, 
but no culture. Axis propagandists | 


have long hammered on this theme, | 


eniphasizing what they call the bar- 
barianism of the Colussus of the} 
North,’ in contrast to their own ‘deep 
absorption in the finer things of life.’ 


Directed at Latin-Americans, 
who've always beeng strong for such 
bally, this kind of thing has gotten 
across. Even in the midst of war, 
Berlin and Rome haven’t overlooked 
this angle, particularly in their ap- 
peals to the upper-class conserva- 
tives, who dominate South-American 
politics. Observers feel this season 
offered a golden chance for the U. S. 
to get across the fact that its cultural 
interests and achievements are as 
good as Europe’s, but chance was 
muffed mainly because of lack of 
publicity. 

Many of the singers who came 
down from the Met and other oper- 
atic companies in the States were 
amazed to find lack of any attempt 
to get their individual personalities 
or their collective Americanism be- 
fore the public. Management of the 
Colon, B. A.’s municipally run opera 
house, had little interest in featuring 
them, and was mainly concerned 
with production problems, while 
none of the U. S. organizations or 
groups took the trouble to try to 
build up any sort of public interest. 


Equal to Europeans 


During the entire season there 
were nine male stars and seven 
women stars from the U. S. here, the 
majority of them from the Met. The 
U. S. contingent was numerically 
equal to that of any from the Euro- 
pean countries, although not quite as 
large as some of the continental 
groups that used to come here before 
the war. The stars themselves told 


this correspondent that they felt that | 


collectively they had made a certain 
impression on local audiences which, 
if continued, would make the U. S 
increasingly important in local mu- 
sical eyes, but they were still a long 
way from having people here believe 
Manhattan was as important musical- 


ly or culturally as, say, Paris, Rome, 
Belin or Vienna of pre-Hitler days 
Stars were individually well re- 


ceived, although not socially lionized. 
In this the U. S. State Department’s 
long-standing custom of not pushing 
Operatic stars abroad was an impor- 
tant factor. 
always wined and dined their stars 


to bring’ them official favors and 
~_ iblic attention. U. S. stars were 
also unable to get concert work o1 
radio sponsorship. Learned, much to 
their surprise, that every perform- 
ance from the Colon is broadcast on 


tadio Municipal without advertising 


and that as a result no product salt 


man is interested in obtaining thei1 
Service 

ere are more rehearsals here 
and more thorough preparation for 
Neg oa gemees possibly because at 
the Met union scales for orchestra | 


rehearsals are so high that more than 
one is prohibitive. The Colon cus- 
tomarily ha- four or five full-dress 


tries, using its own house orchestra. | 
The Hits 
Outstanding hits scored by the 


Yanks were Frederick Jagel, 
matic tenor, in ‘Aida’ 
Leonard Warren, baritone, in 
‘Masked Ball’ and ‘Simon Boccane- 
gra’; Edward Kane, lyric tenor, and 
Norman Cordon in the German sea- 
s6n; John Gurney, bass, in ‘Marouf, 
‘Manon’ and ‘Peleas et Melisande’: 
Herbert Jansen, baritone, and Arthur 
Carron, tenor, have not yet opened, 
but will work in the German season, 
as will Lauritz Melchior, dramatic 


a dra- 


‘Aida,’ 


have | 


European embassies have | 


and ‘Norma’: | 


§. Concert-Opera 
Get Across in S. A. 


| tenor Raoul Jobin, Canadian-born 

lyric tenor with the Met; is doing 
| French Jagel, Warren 
l'and Jobin are also playing the Mu- 
'nicipal Opera House in Rio, and 
Charles ms tIlman has done Rio only, 
not having time to come here. 


season only 


In the femme division, Rose Bamp- 
iton, dramatic soprano, scored the out- 
standing success in the German sea- 
'son, while Florence Kirk, young dra- 
|matiec soprano making her first trip 
outside the country, did 
| ‘Masked Ball.’ Bruna Castagna, con- | 
'tralto, and Zinka Milanov, dramatic | 
|soprano, both European, but rated as 


| Americans now, returned for the 
Italian season. Irene Jessner, so- 
|prano, handled German opera only, 


}and Marcel Denya, French. Some- 
what passed by at the beginning of 
the season, but later built up as the 
lresult of a personal campaign by 
friends, Raquel Revina also scored, 
| doing seven performances of ‘Suor 
| Angelica’ in Italian, as well as Mo- 
zart’s ‘Magic Flute.’ Although an 
American, she studied in Italy for so 
many years that many here first be- 
lieved that she was Italian, and fact 
that public attention increased when 
this became known is indicative of 
public sentiment. 


All stars were auditioned in New 
York, having been signed by Florio 
M. Ugarte and other Colon officials, 
and all were chosen to fit the Colon 
repertory, not the other way around. 





C. L. WAGNER 
TROUPES 


‘Boheme’ 





The 
Seville’ 


and 


being presented 
by Charles L. Wagner are slated for | 
exceptionally long tours this season. 

The biggest tour is to be b 
‘Boheme,’ which has 37 bookings, 
starting in Westchester, Pa., Oct. 17, 
at the State Teachers College and 
running to Nov. 13, when it closes in 
Springfield, Mass. The singers in the 
ensemble, being sold at $2,750 per | 
performance, include Armand Toka- 
tyan, William Hain, Hilde Burke, 
Suzanne Fisher, Mack Harrell, Loren | 


companies 


<< 





Welch, Frances Greer and Roberto | 
| Silva. Giuseppe Bamboschek will | 
|}conduct a 30-piece orchestra and 


Desere Defrere will be 
tor. 
The 


+ Iirne 
stage direc- 


‘Barber of Seville’ 


| cludes in its cast Hilde Reggiani,|cember before leaving for Hollv-| 
| John Gurney, Carlos Reminez, Vic- | wood. Metro jpolitan Oper appear- 
tor Laderoute, Louis D’Angelo and ~~ and the possibility th: at he may 
Luc'elle Browning. Walter Decloux | ~ light opera in early September at 


will conduct. The company opens in 
St. Paul for three nights, Oct. ae | 
and plays 24 dates, closing in Lowell, 
Mass., Nov. 18 

Wagner has 


regarding 


been to Wa 
transportation 


shington 
facilities, 


but for the time being no buses ean | 


be cleared. He will have to depend 


yn regular bus service and trains 
of the question, at the moment, any- 
how. His tour is presently routed t 
take care of any transit emergency. 


Nation’s Symph Orchs 
To Discuss Problems 


This Wk. in Cleveland : 


Cleveland, Sept. 8 

| Managers of the major symphony 
throughout the nation 
will hold their annual meeting in 
| Cleveland this week (9-10). The 
meeting, usually held in December 
has been advanced at the suggestion 


| orchestras 


phony manager, to honor the 25th an- 


| miversary season of this city’s or- 
chestra. 
Discussions will center around 


means of increasing ticket sales and 


to support the nation’s 
orchestras. 


symphony 


well in| 


LONG TOURS FOR’ 


Barber of |} 


company | 
| is being sold for $1,800-$2,000 and in- 


of Car! J. Bosburgh, Cleveland Sym- | 


raising maintenance funds adequate | 


| Renardy Bankrupt 
—" 
Ossy Renardy, concert violinist 
| filed a bankruptcy petition last week 
N.Y. federal! court, listing liabili- 
ties of $5,367 and no assets. 


Filing under his real name of Os- 
car Reisz, Renardy lists $1,500 as 
owed to WGN Concerts, Inc., for 
advanced, services rendered 
incurred. 


money 
i! d é xpenses 


Balto Symph Acts 
On Better Orch For 


Baltimore, Sept. 8 


Steps toward an improved Balti- 
more Symphony Orchestra, with an 


extended number of concerts con- 
|ducted by Reginald Stewart, will 
|move forw ard this week with the} 


| formation of a corporation to direct 
its affairs. 
| been invited to attend the corpora- 
tion’s organization meeting Thursday 
| (10) at Peabody Conservatory. In- | 
vitations were issued by former City 
Solicitor Philip B. Perlman, who 
drafted the incorporation certincate 
with assistance of Mayor Jackson, 
Dr. Douglas M. Gordon and M. 
Warren Buckler, Jr. 


Pending election of officers, Robert 
E. Lee Taylor was designated presi- 
dent; Herbert Fallin, city budget di- 
rector, treasurer and Buckler, sec- 
retary. 

Pledges already received by the 
orchestra from individuals, together 
with a $50,000 city appropriation 
which Mayor Jackson has agreed to 
recommend to the City Board of 
Estimates. 

The corporation will not attempt 
to organize the improved orchestra 
on as extensive a basis and with as 
extended a season as had been out- 
lined originally by Stewart earlier 
tt the summer, it was stated. Al- 





though individual contributions will | 


be sought, Perlman said it would 
not be necessary to engage in any 
public campaign to raise any 
sums for the next season. 

Stewart originally proposed a sea- 
son of 20 concerts and a public drive 
to raise $62,000, which, plus a greater 
city appropriation and receipts of 
| concerts, would bring the total funds 
for the orchestra to approximately 
$175,000. 


| KIEPURA WELL BOOKED 
| ON CONCERT, OPERA, PIC’ 


’ 











Jan Kiepura’s concert schedule 
this fall will be cut to some 20 dates, 
| since the tenor has been booked for | 
| three weeks by the Chicago Opera| 
| Co. from Nov. 9 to Nov. 28 and will} 
Hollywood in December and| 
January for a film with United 
Artists. February and March will be 
; spent in concertizing. Kiepura has 
| been set at $1,250-$1 
| Kiepura’s other 
clude a 


£0 to 


activities will in- 
concert in 


carnegie Hall, N. Y. 


| BUDAPEST 4 OPENS NOV. 15 
The Budapest String Quartet 


its 1942-43 season with a Town Hall, | 
N. Y. recital Nov. 15. 

The ensemble has been booked by 
Annie Friedbers til March 1. 


Melchior Sought For 


Latin American Repeats 


} dramatic tenor 

Met, had such a huge success 

n concerts on his way to South 
America that the various cities in 
lich he appeared want him back 


| soteens he finishes his South Ameri- 


can appearances before returning to | 


States. 
Columbia Concerts is 
arrange Melchioi 


mit him to 


iiTh 


| the 


’s schedule to per- 
make the 
| pearances in Mexico City, Bogota, 
Costa Rica, Lima, Santiago, Monte- 
video and Panama City. Melchior 
| received $1.500 per 
these cities, and his return engage- 
ments, if he is able to make them, 
will be in late September. 





| Hardesty Johnson, lyric tenor, is 
|now being managed by Annie Fi 
| berg. 


The Coming Season 


Local civic and imusic leaders have | 


large | 


,000 per concert, | 


Havana in De-| 


opens | 


trying to} 


requested ap- | 


performance in | 


ied- | 








BOX OFFICE GIANTS OF TWO CENTURIES 


| md EDWARD SMITH 




















Ever since solo singers and solo instrumentalists of virtuosity standing 
became a recognized source of pleasure in civilized society (perhaps 200 
years) the financial incomes of the supremely gifted ones has been strato- 

| spheric. In reading the figures which ‘Variety’ has compiled to sub- 
stantiate this contention, it must be remembered that $50,000 a year a cen- 

| tury back was easily the equivalent to five times that sum today. 
The greatest earner of all times undoubtedly was Jan Ignace Paderewski, 
the Polish genius of the ivories. In 47 years on the concert platform and 
| through other income sources he earned between $4,500,000 and $5,000,000. 


This included one sensational $500,000 season, 1922-23, when he returned 
to the United States after serving as Premier of Poland. 
John McCormack, the Irish tenor, is believed to have taken at least 


| $4,000,000 out of the United States where his popularity was fantastic and 
| his capacity crowds ditto. 

Paderewski probably holds an all-time record for a single concert, $33,000 
at Madison Square Garden. Enrico Caruso grossed $31,000 on one single 
occasion, and the fabulous Jenny Lind of P. T. Barnum creation is 
credited with $26,000. 

‘Variety's’ research into the princely incomes of the great artists leads 
ee these conclusions: 


IN THE 19TH CENTURY 


(1780-1849 ), 


soprano received $80,000 in 1807 for 


| Angelica Catalani, 
| London season. 


Giovanni Rubini, tenor (1795-1854), earned over $1,000,000, left estate 
of $600,000, highest earnings were $100,000 for 1837 season at Imperial 
Opera, St. Petersburg. 

Maria Malibran, contralto (1808-1836), received $120,000 for 185 perform- 
ances in Milan, season of 1836-37, probably highest pay of any stage per- 
former since the days of Imperial Rome. 

Mario de Candia, tenor (1810-1883), and Guilia Grisi, soprano (1811-1869), 
earned $85,000 for 1854 tour of U. S. 


Giuditta Pasta, soprano (1798-1865), was paid $75,000 a year in London 
and earned $60,000 far eight performances in St. Petersburg in 1840. 

Francesco Tamagno, tenor (1851-1905), earned over $1,000,000, received 
$130,000 for 40 performances in South America in 1893. 

Christine Nilsson, soprano (1843-1909), earned $200,000 for U. S. tour in 
1883. 

Hans Von Bulow, pianist (1830-1894), 
in U. S. tour in 1874. 


Anton Rubinstein, pianist 
in 1872, playing 215 concerts. 

Niccolo Paganini, 
$400,000. 


Ole Bull, violinist, earned $100,000 for 200 concerts in U. 
Jenny Lind, soprano (1820-1887), 
| 130 concerts in U. S. in 1850. 
| Adelina Patti (1843-1919) earned $3,750,000 for 
average pay of $5,000 per night. 

Jean De Reszke, tenor (1850-1925), earned fee of $2,450 a performance plus 
percentage with average of $75,000 per season at Metropolitan in 1890's. 


earned $139,000 for 139 concerts 


(1829-1894), earned $100,000 for U. S. tour 


violinist (1782-1840), earned $750,000, left estate of 


S. in 1845. 
earned $175,000 on $700,000 gross for 





53 years on stage with 


(There were others whose fees gave them incomes of $50,000 a year. The 
above mentioned, however, were the biggest earners. ) 
IN THE 20TH CENTURY 

Artist Years of Career Earnings 

| John McCormack, 1884- ............... 1911-1926 $4,000,000 
| Enrico Caruso, 1873-1921............. 1903-1920 3,500,000 
Jan Ignace Paderewski, 1860-1941........ 1891-1940 5,000,000 
pg rr ar 1887-1942 2,000,000 





Marcella Sembrich, 1858-1936............. 
Ernestine Schumann-Heink, 1861-1936 
| Geraldine Farrar, 1882- 


1883-1918 
1898-1935 
1906-1931 


1,000,000 
2,500,000 
3,000,000 


Mary Garden, 1877- Pe ebuwedetasewende 4% 1907-1935 3,000,000 
| Emma Calve, 1858- 1942. ee ene eee 1892-1920 1,000,000 
DE ee a, org ere 1900-1932 1,250,000 


Alma Gluck, 1884-1939...................0- 1909-1925 2,000,000 
Luisa Tettrazini, 1871-1940. 1908-1920 2,000,000 
| Fritz Kreisler, 1875- . heNeEeER Rae teeD 1888-1942 4,000,000 
| Serge Rachmaninoff, 1873- ........... 1918-1942 2,500,000 
| Efrem Zimbalist, 1895- ............ 1912-1942 1,000,000 
| Mischa Elman, 1890- ............ 1907-1942 3.000,000 


| Richard Crocks, 1896- Bo ae i A ch Cac eat 1922-1942 2,000,000 
| EP Pare eae se 


Lawrence Tibbett, 1923-1942 3,500,000 
Girpee BROGUEG, TPGh] oc kc cccccceces 
Bo ee eee 1926-1936 .000,000 


Charles Hackett, 1889-1941 1919-1941 
Alessandro Bonci, 1870-1941 . 1906-1922 
Tito Schipa, 1883- . ey are eae ‘ 1918-1940 


500,000 
500,900 
,000,000 


2 

3 
1922-1942 3,000,000 

1 

| 

1 


to 


Giovanni Martinelli, 1885- ..... ata 1913-1942 2.500.060 
| Lillian Nordica, 1856-1914......... 1883-1914 1,500,000 
| Olive Fremstad, 1872- .... pick) aaa hin 1903-1920 1,000,000 
| Feodor Chaliapin, 1873-19: 38. dis da aa arial ue otha 1922-1937 2.000.000 
Titta Ruffo, 1877- ..... 1912-1929 1.750.000 
I rezia Bori, 1887- ee Te Ore 1912-1936 2,000,900 
| Margaret Matzenauer, 1880- ............... 1911-1931 1,750,000 
Jascha Mielfets, 1901- ....cccccecs 1917-1942 3,000,000 
Frieda Hempel, 1885- 1912-1932 1,250,000 
| Rosa Ponselle, 1897- .......... 1918-1938 2,000,000 
| Nelson Eddy, 1901- 1928-1942 3,500,000 
| Lily Pons, 1904- gteeney sevecsee 1031-1942 2,000,000 
Marian Anderson, 1904- ...... ceveacsvesce Ant~kpan 1,250,000 
Gladys Swarthout, 1900- 1924-1942 1,250,000 
Antonio Scotti, 1866-1936......... 1899-1934 2,000,000 
Elisabeth Rethberg, 1894- .. 1922-1942 1,750,000 
Lauritz Melchior, 1890- ........ 1926-1943 1,000,000 
Edward Johnson, 1884- ...... 1918-1935 1,500,600 
Pee OE, SUIS vic kacaetccueevicewees 1921-193: 1,250,000 
| BOCMINMIING GEUGU, BEBO 5s icsvcices csdencees 1920-1932 1,750,000 
| Emmy Destinn, 1878-16830. cbeetaaeesae. oe 1,000,000 
| Pasquale Amato, 1877- 1942. oe 1908-1920 1,000,000 
| EMOOS Fy BOOO® ic cvecccccsecvivecceds . 1908-1930 1,500,000 
pe > Sa 1926-1942 1,250,000 
PEGG MEARCUE, TOUS] 22. cc cccscvecsccccceves 1934-1942 1,000,000 
Reinald Werrenrath, 1883- ................- 1910-1927 1,250,000 
| Amelita Galli-Curci, 1883- ................ 1916-1933 3,500,000 


| 


In addition to these artists there were a number of others, such as Nellie 
| Melba, Emma Albani, Italo Campanini, Lilli Lehmann, Milka Ternina, etc., 
| whose careers spanned both centuries and who were known to have 
averaged $100,000 yearly for over a decade, but figures are unavailable. 

Up to and including the turn of the century the highest sum earned was 
$247,855 in 1894 by Paderewski for 86 appearances in this country. The 
same artist doubled these figures 30 years later. On operatic earnings, the 

Metropolitan paid Caruso $1,690.935 for 607 performances from 1908-1920. 
From the above list, therefore, Paderewski, Patti, Caruso, McCormack, Far- 


| 
| 





| rar, Garden, and Galli-Curci topped the deceased or retired artists, while 
| of those who are still going, Eddy, Tibbett, Moore, Elman, Kreisler, Heifetz, 
| are the best and biggest earners. ? 











} 
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Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


Hugues Panassie, French jazz devotee and critic, is conducting a radio 
program on Poste D’Etat Radio Nationale, at Montabau, in unoccupied 
France, according to letters received in N. Y. by Harold Oxley, manager 
of Jimmie Lunceford. Panassie says in his communications that in addi- 
tion to running the weekly (Monday) programs of talks on jazz music, 
which he illustrates with recordings, he is writing a new book which will 
be issued in the U. S. around Xmas. Panassie’s last book, ‘Le Jazz Hot,’ 
was released here about four years ago. 

In one of his letters to Oxley, Panassie said that the food situation in 
unoccupied France was very bad. It was one of the few times he com- 
mented on conditions there. 








While Al Donahue’s orchestra was playing at the Trianon Ballroom, 
Southgate, Cal., recently, one of his men was nabbed for evading the draft. 
The band was about to go on the air one night when the leader spotted a 
trumpet player leaving the place between two men. Catching up to them 
he was informed that the musician’s companions were FBI men who had 
been trailing the Kansas City lad. Donahue posted $1,000 bail for the 
musician and he remained with the band until a replacement was secured 
later. 





Singer who recently joined one of the top bands approached a young 
bandleader in one of the New York hotels last week and introduced 
himself in a way that floored the batoneer. Dancing by, the singer sidled 
up and said, ‘Remember me—I’m so-and-so; I asked you for a job about 
three months ago and you turned me down. I’m now with so-and-so, the 
top band in the country, haw.’ Leader retorted, ‘I’m sorry, I still can’t 
use you.’ 





Charlie Barnet’s idea for giving up his band and entering the Coast 
Guard didn’t jell. He never completed negotiations for the purchase of 
a cabin cruiser and is to stay in front of his band, now at the Sieel Pier, 
Atlantic City. ; 

Barnet has added Howard McGhee, colored, to his trumpet section and 
will retain Peanuts Holland, also colored, making four trumpets. Other 
two are handled by ofays, 





Sy Shribman has added Joe Marsala’s band to his stable. The financier 
has been supplying the wherewithal for Marshal’s new combination almost 
from the first, enabling the leader to keep his band at the Log Cabin, 
Armonk, N. Y., for a radio buildup. Marsala will be at the Westchester 
roadside spot for a total of 24 weeks. 





Glenn Miller Burns at Harms When 
Pub Nixes Cut ‘Rhapsody’ on Dise 





The arrangement of ‘Rhapsody In New Type Benefit 
Blue’ which Glenn Miller's band is 
currently using in its stage shows 
has started a rumpus between the 
bandleader and Harms, Inc., one of 
the Warner Bros. combine of pub- 
lishing houses. Miller now refuses 
to have anything to do with any of 
the numbers published by any of 
the three WB firms, be they stand- 
ard or pop. However, he’s still us- 
ing the ‘Rhapsody’ arrangement on- 
stage. 





Detroit, Sept. 8. 


Maestro Nick D’Amico has 
turned himself into a human 
jukebox for the duration. All 
special song requests are so 
much per as he winds up his 
stay at the Hotel Statler here. 


The money goes into a fund to 
provide smokes for service men. 








Miller wanted to record his ver- 
sion of the George Gershwin classic 
for Victor, but allegedly wanted to 
back it up with one of his own 
tunes (Mutual Music Society is 
owner by the leader; Leo Talent, 
professional manager). Harms re- 


Vido Musso orchestra gets its first 
date on Broadway beginning Sept. 
27, when it opens at the Arcadia 
Ballroom, N. Y. Date is for two 
weeks. Musso’s band is the one 
once led by the late Bunny Berigan. 





Maestro Ruby Newman 


Heads Pop Music Faculty 





Boston, Sept. 8. 

New England Conservatory of 
Music has appointed maestro Ruby 
Newman supervisor of its School of 
Popular Music. Quincy Porter is the 
director. 

Instructors include such special- 
ists as Don Walker, arranging; Sam 
Saxe, piano; G. Wright Briggs, ar- 
ranging; Sam Marcus, sax; Herbert 
Sulkin, accordion; Fred Berman, 
trumpet; John Coffey, trombone; 
Norman Carrel, clarinet and sax; 
Lawrence White, traps, xylo, etc.; 
David Cole, piano. All are standard 
in their field, with the better known 
radio and recording orchestras. 


MAPPING NEGRO 
BANDS 3-M0. 
BUS SKED 


There will be a meeting in New 
York Saturday (12) between rep- 
resentatives of all band booking of- 
fices handling Negro orchestras, and 
John Hammond and Judge Hubert 
Delany, during which an_ initial 
schedule of Negro band tours by 
bus will be laid out. Two weeks 
ago the Office of Defense Transpor- 
tation gave permission for the use 
of five busses in southern territory 
only between Oct. 1 and Dec. 31, 
and this meeting is to figure out a 
schedule whereby the maximum 
number of bands will be able to 
benefit. 


It’s figured that the best possible 
way will be to limit tours of any 
individual orchestra to perhaps 10 
days. 
sible to carry about 45 bands in 
the three months. 








Meeting is to take place at the | 


headquarters of the National Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Col- 
ored People in N. Y. Judge Delany 
presides over N. Y. Domestic Rela- 
tions Court. 

Permission by the ODT to use the 
busses for three months was se- 
cured by Cab Calloway and Walter 
White, executive secretary of the 
NAACP. They went to Washington 
to appeal to the ODT soon after 
the latter ordered all charter bus 
work stopped. 





Pete Viera’s band has been inked 


|in at Saks Show Bar, Detroit, which 
|reopens for the season on Sept. 9. 


In that way it will be pos- | 





Fitch Has to Switch 
‘Young Maestro’ Plug 


Detroit, Sept. 8. 

Any reference to ‘a young maestro 
starting on the way up’ had to be 
ducked in the appearance of the 
Ray Gorrell orchestra on the Fitch 


Bandwagon. The local winner of 
the bandwagon contest is well past 
40 and proud that he is a grand- 
father, which provided a different 
tack during last Sunday’s broad- 
cast. 


For another thing, Gorrell, who is 
a popular guy in these parts, couldn’t 
gab about the leaders he studied. 
Only a minstrel man now nearly 
forgotten. 
factory hand in Jackson, Mich., 
when Frank Titus, a former Al G. 
Fields minstrel man, decided to form 
a shop band and offered to buy Gor- 
rell a set of drums if he’d learn to 


the biz. He and Del Delbridge op- 
erate a band booking office here. 


M-G Also Wants Krupa 
For Film After ‘Variety’ 
Points Up B.0. Power 


Metro is dickering with Gene 
Krupa to add his orchestra to the 
‘long list of musical names which 
l\the studio has signed for films 
within the past couple months. Ne- 
gotiations with Krupa were begun 
a week or so ago after Louis K. 
| Sidney, Metro producer, was made 
aware of Krupa’s b.o. 
‘Variety’s’ band grosses. 

Other band names that Metro has 
contracted are: Jimmy Dorsey, who 
starts work on ‘I Dood It,’ with Red 
Skelton, produced by Jack Cum- 
mings, around Nov. 1; Harry James 
for ‘Girl Crazy,’ with Mickey 
|}Rooney and Judy Garland, which 
|producer Arthur Freed starts next 
spring; Tommy Dorsey, ‘DuBarry 
Was a Lady’; Duke Ellington, ‘Cabin 
In the Sky,’ and Dick Jurgens and 
Vaughn Monroe. Latter doesn’t re- 
port on the Coast until next Feb- 
| ruary, while Jurgens goes out in 
| November. 

















fused, pointing out that if the tune 





was to be recorded by Miller at all 





it should be done fully, which would 
occupy both sides of a record. Pub- 
lisher couldn’t see the valuable 
property virtually brushed off on 
Only one side (about three minutes). 

Miller burned, but Harms re- 
mained adamant. 


Loss by ASCAP of Wisc. 
Suit Seen Easing Pay 
Raise for Musicians 








Milwaukee, Sept. 8. 

Tavern keepers here have 
protested, and with some _ success 
against increases in pay for mus 
on the plea that the fees they were 
forced to pay the American Society | 
of Composers & Publishers kept them | 
poor. Now they lost this alibi in 
the decision by Judge Lewis B. 
Schwellenbach in Federal court here 
dismissing ASCAP copyright suits 
against six taverns and ballroom op- 
erators and upholding the constitu- 
tionality of the Wisconsin law, pro- 
hibiting the society from doing busi- 
ness in the state without payment of 
25% of its gross income as a license 
fee, which up to now it has declined 
to do. 

Musicians’ Local No. 8 is now seek- 
ing a general tilt in wages for cafe 
musicians and the tavern men feel 
so elated about ASCAP’s defeat, 
they’ll probably give it to them with- 
out further quibbling. Particularly 
so, Since musicians joined with the 
Wisconsin Tavern Keepers’ Assn. in 
resisting the recent ASCAP suits. 

While ASCAP has announced it 
will take Judge Schwellenbach’s de 
cision to the U. S. Court of Appeals, 
the tavern men and musicians are 


non of 
iong 





confident the present ruling will be 


.-- Make your 


In New York 


advertising buy.... 





ts Strictly for 
Bands and Talent 


| ..- because it’s 


“Strictly for the Buyers” 





. . « The special Band-Talent issue covering the 
. T . 4 
‘money’ fields soon to be published by ‘Variety 


... A valuable reference guide... an exceptional 


space reservations NOW 


at 154 West 46th Street 
In Chicago at 54 West Randolph Street 
In Hollywood at 1708 No. Vine Street 











upheld, 





power via | 


Army Asks Better Routing of Bands 
Playing Camps; Agents Point Out 
Travel Restrictions Detour Leaders 


The Army and representatives of 


|various talent agencies got together 


| 


Gorrell was a machine | 


| 


at last week’s regular USO-Camp 
Shows, Inc., meeting in an effort to 
iron out several problems. An Army 
Morale officer pointed out to the 
band agents that the system of sup- 
plying orchestras to Army camps was 
awry; that the method distributed 
them unevenly. He asserted that 
camps closest to the metropolitan 
area and those along main band 
routes were getting most of the as- 
signments, while others off the 
beaten track were being neglected. 
He asked that this condition be 
remedied. 

In turn, the bandmen pointed out 
that while virtually all bandleaders 
would like to do more than is now 
being done to supply musical enter- 
|tainment to trainees, they find that 
the restrictions of transportation 
‘make it impossible. It was ex- 
plained that the agencies themselves 
are finding it difficult to get any 
class of band to play the road, that 
|the majority of bands are avidly 





play them. That’s how he got into | Seeking location bookings to avoid 


the almost insurmountable difficul- 
ties of moving around. Lack of 
tires, the ban against busses, the 
gasoline situation in the east, the 
abnormally crowded condition of all 
trains combine to frighten leaders 
from accepting road tours. 

To fill camp dates in any great 
number, the agents pointed out, 
these difficulties must be reduced. 
When a band goes on the road it 
must, of necessity, play at least three 
or four commercial dates a week, 
otherwise it cannot survive. Re- 





| maining nights then can be devoted 


to camps. 





Whiteman Insists On 
H’ wood Florentine Date; 
Complains to Union 


Paul Whiteman filed a complaint 
with Los Angeles local 47 of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
last week claiming that he has a 
verbal agreement with the operators 
of the Florentine Gardens, Holly- 








wood, by which his band has prior 
right to the open period following 
the current Ted Fio-Rito. White- 
man’s claim is holding up the sign- 
ing of a contract to bring in Will 
; Osborne’s orchestra Sept. 30, follow- 
ing Fio-Rito. Local 47’s executive 
board was to sit on’ the case yes- 
terday (Tues.). 

Whiteman asserts that during his 
last stay at the Florentmne Gardens 
several months ago he was told by 
the management that he could come 
back later, after Fio-Rito completed 
his run. It’s alleged by the spot 
operators that Whiteman was of- 
fered the job on the same terms as 
his previous engagement (flat sum), 
but the leader turned it down be- 
cause local 47 had recently raised 
the pay scale for the spot. He then 
later changed his mind and wanted 
to accept the former terms. By then 
the flegotiations for Osborne were 
virtually completed. 





UNION DEMANDS CRIMP 
LINCOLN STAGE SHOWS 


Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 8 

Operators of the Lincoln theatre 
threaten to call off the house’s stage 
show policy if the local musicians’ 
union does not adjust its new stand- 
by rate. The local put into effect 
last week a rate which was almost 
double what it had been, and the 
theatre reacted by cancelling a date 
it had set for the Jan Gerber band. 

The theatre’s operators charge 
that the increased rate constitutes 
nothing but a case of ‘golddigging.” 
John Shildneck, the local’s v.p., says 
that the boost was justifiable under 
the rising cost of living. 


Indiana Roof Reopens 


Indianapolis, Sept. 8. 

Indiana Roof Ballroom, downtown 
spot, will reopen Sept. 18 for third 
season under management of Alice 
McMahcn. 

Policy will be one and two-week 
stands, with frequent one-nighters by 
name bands. 
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Osborne Ist Smash $60,000 With 


Tn othin N. Y.; 


(Estimates for This Week) 

Lou Breese, Pittsburgh (Stanley; 
8.806, 30-44-55-66)—With 3 Stooges, 
Berry Brothers and ‘Beyond Blue 
Horizon’ (Par). While not the b.o. 
magnet the Stooges are, Breese can 
be credited with nice assist in okay 
$23,500. 

Cab Calloway, Los Angeles (Or- 

heum: 2.200; 33-44-55-65) — With 
‘Thru Two Eyes’ (20th) on screen. 
Record $25,000 posted, with Calloway 
almost solely responsible as _ solo 
picture not too attractive. 

Horace Heidt, Philadelphia (Earle; 
2768: 35-46-57-68-75)—Not in same 
class with hefty takes by the Dorsey 
Bros. and Glenn Miller in recent 
weeks. Getting okay $30,000 with 
assistance from ‘Pierre of the Plains’ 

Dick Jurgens, New York (Strand; 
2.756; 35-55-75-85-99-$1.10) — With 
‘Across the Pacific’ (WB) on screen. 
Jurgens’ band is lending pretty good 
support for picture, but latter cred- 
ited for majority of draw; initial 
week looks terrific $55,000, or close, 
with show holding over two more 
weeks. 

Stan Kenton, Providence (Metro- 
politan; 3,200; 55)—Plus Jackie 
Cvuoper on stage and ‘Shut My Big 





Mouth’ (Col). Good $7,500 in three 
days 

Johnny Long, Boston (RKO Bos- 
ton; 3,200; 40-55-65-75-85)—With 


| 
Una Merkel, Wally Brown, other | 
agts, and ‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th). | 
Seasonable momentum will pile up a | 
neat $28,000 here this week, the stage | 
show pulling its weight. 
Ted Lewis, Cleveland 
700; 40-60-70)—Plus 
(REO ) 


(Palace; 3,- 
‘Big Street’ 
Lewis always a good draw | 
and | 
getting the fine 
$22,000, or better. 

Will Osborne, New York (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99-$1.10 )—With 
Charioteers and other acts on stage, | 
‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) on screen. ‘Inn,’ 
Winding up its fifth week last night 
(Tuesday), Osborne orchestra its 
first, brought smash take of $60,009, | 
aided by Labor Day holiday. Re- | 
placement of band probably helping. 


breaks that 


spell 


Teddy Powell, Newark (Adams; 
1,950; 25-40-65-75-99)—With Judy 
Can yva and ‘Joan of Ozark’ (Rep) 


Initial show of season here is pacing 
to terrific $20,000, 
Opening day house Draw 
di¥ided between band and Miss Ca- 
hova. 

Glaude Thornhill, Minneapolis (Or- 
pheum; 2,800; 40-50-60)—First time 
here for this band and $16,000 is 
very good considering. Has ‘Broad 


after cracking 


record 


| 
| 


way’ (U) and Sunny Rice, Ben Beri 
and ‘Little Tough Guys’ for stage 
support, 


HARRY JAMES ON EVERY 


_ MONDAY FOR COCA-COLA 


Harry James’ orchestra has been 


bought 


for every Monday night’s 
broadcast on the new Coca-Cola 
a 
Spotlight Bands’ series, beginning 
Sept vA Tames will occupy that 


Spot as a means of combatting the 
pull of the Lux ‘Theatre of the Air 
UBS 9-10 p.m 


W h ich resumes soon 
James will do his first broadcast. 
which starts the series, from the 
Paris Island, South Carolina. Ma- 


rine Base 

Bands for Saturday night shots on 
the series will be selected by vote 
of service men in camps of all type: 
and all camps will be given the ‘op- 
portunity to see the broadcasts. | 

rigination points will be earned by | 
q men themselves—camp that files | 
ee greatest number of ballots in! 
relation to its total personnel wi 
giaranieed an origination cekin 
days. 


Thornhill OK 166 


In Mpls., Calloway Big 256 in L.A. 


| 





Patriotic Pitch 





Chicago, Sept. 8. 
Music publishers are cooper- 
ating 100°, with the current war 
bond drive and are bringing in 
coin from unexpected sources. 
Are now asking all people on 
their ‘free list’ to purchase at 
least a $25 bond for the privilege 
of getting the gratis orchestra- 

tions and professional copies. 


Casa Loma Pulls 
Fair $2,100 At 











(Estimates) 

Mitchell Ayres (Geo. F. Pavillion, 
Johnson City, N. Y.. Sept. 6). Fresh 
out of Roseland Ballroom, N. Y., 
Ayres’ combination played to 1,400 


dancers here at $1. Fair. 
Del Casino (Totem Pole B., Au- 
burndale, Mass., Sept. 3-5). First 


date here proved okay for Casino, 
who drew 5,800 in three days at 
$1.45 pair for $4,025. Three days 
previous (Aug. 31-Sept. 2) Tony 
Bruno, localite, lured 2,600 at same 
price for fair $1,885. 


Glen Gray (Fernbrook Park, 
| Dallas, Pa., Sept. 6). On day off 
from Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y., 


Gray played to 2,100 at $1. 
ceptional crowd as 
here, but all hands 
hence date was good 

Ray McKinley-Ted Herbert (Ray- 
mor-Playmor B., Boston, Sept. 4). 
McKinley and local outfit drew neat 


Not ex- 
bands go 
made 


name 


1.800 crowd at 75-65c for $1,260. Next | 


night (5) McKinley and Tony Bruno, 
another localite, played to 2,000 at 
same prices for $1,400; average. 


Ringling May Have 
Trouble on Petrillo’s 
Home Grounds (Chi) 


Chicago, Sept. 8 


American Federation of Musicians, 
but the town where he enjoys con- 
siderable political power. The Mu- 
Sicians situation has provided Pe- 
trillo with a potent case in point in 


Wisc. Local Union Heads 
Proclaim They Are Solidly 
In Accord With Petrillo 


Milwaukee, Sept. 8. 
Reports emanating from Washing- 
ton to the effect that James C. Pe- 
trillo’s recordings was 
proclaimed without the approval of 
of Musi- 


edict against 


the American Federation 





ldenial by Wisconsin union heads, 








| 


money | 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 
tional 


| la 


| weeks, 


Peekskill; 


| cians’ membership drew a vigorous | 


who assert that the chief of the na- 
acted the 
full knowledge and at the direction 
of an overwhelming majority. 

The Wisconsin 
tion will hold its annual fall confer- 
ence at the Auditorium here Oct. 4, 
with delegates present from 33 locals 
in the state, in addition to national 
Already Vollmer Dahl- 
strand, president of the state organi- 
has received strong resolu- 
of the locals for 


organization with 


Musicians associa- 


officers. 


zation, 


tions from many 


faction by the conference endorsing 


Fernbrook Park 


and upholding Petrillo and assuring 
uncompromising support «and 
backing. 


their 





Band Bookings 











Johnny McGee, Sept. 17, four 
weeks, Aquarium Restaurant, New 
York. 

Cab Calloway, Sept. 13, Shrine 


Aud,, Los Angeles, Cal.; 16-22, Gold- 
en Gate T, San Francisco; 24, 
Civic Aud., San Jose; 25, Civic Aud., 
Stockton, Cal.; 26, Sweet’s B., Sacra- 
mento; 27, Sweet’s B., Oakland; 28, 
Civic Aud., Oakland; 29, El Patio B., 
Reno, Nev.; 30, Rainbo Rendezvu, 
Salt Lake City. 

Mitchell Ayres, Sept. 17-20, Vic- 
tory T., Bayonne, N. J.; 22, Biltmore 
H., Providence, R. I.; 26, U. of Mary- 
land, College Park 

Senny Dunham, Sept. 
Tech, Atlanta; 14, 
Rock, Ark.; 15, Theatre, Columbus, 
O.: 16, Lakeview Park, Jackson, 
Tenn.; 18, Purdue U., Lafayette, Ind.; 
19 White City B., Herrin, IIL; 
Electric Park, Waterloo, Ia.; 22, 
Avalon B., LaCrosse, Wis.; 24, Capi- 
to! T.. Madison, Wis.; 25, two weeks, 
Sherman H., Chicago. 

Chuck Foster, Sept. 14, three 
Muehlebach, H., Kansas City. 
Hoff, Sept. 12, Rollerdrome, 
14-17, State T., Hartford, 


1-12, Geor- 
Aud., Little 


99 
ey, 


Carl 
Benny Carter. Sent. 22. Lincoln B 
Columbus, O.: 25, Regal T., Chicago. 
Stan Kenton, Sept. 18, 10 
Eastwood Gardens, Detroit; 30, 


days, 


Em- 


| pire B., Allentown, Pa. 


Reports in labor circles indicate 
that the Ringling Bros., Barnum & 
Ba ley Circus will run into con ider- 
lable trouble if it goes through with 
its scheduled opening in Chicago 
Monday (14). The circus has for 
some weeks played entire per- | 
formance with canned music and 
Chicago is not only the bailiwick of 
James C. Petrillo, president of the 


his story of how canned music is 
taking the place of live musicians. | 


Ringling dropped its bands when the 
men asked for a raise 


For the circus to play Chicago it 
must obtain a permit from the Park 
Board Petrillo is a member of this 
board. The report circulating in 
labor circles is that Ringling might 


find it inconvenient to 
ing, electricity and other 


one of the most strongly 


4+ 

oDtall haul- 
Services. 

Chicago i 


unionized cOmmunities in the coun- 
try 

Benny Goodman and band. cur- 
rertly playing in the Charies R. 


Rogers picture, ‘Powers Girl,’ signed 
for an extended stay at Hotel New 
Yorker, N. Y. 
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AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Sept. 4—Starting Third Engagement 


ROSELAND, NEW YORK 


WJZ—Coast-to-Coast 


Personal 





Mgmt. Dick GEORGE - Direction: GENERAL AMJSEMENT CORP. 


Bands at Hotel B.Q.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels, 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
| Harry James <item CL BG FTORrL)s ch ccceccccoccce © 7,575 21,425 
Ray Heatherton . Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50).........+604.19 750 11,575 

Xavier Cugat* ...Waldorf (550; $1-$1.50)........0602.10 3,100 28,475 

Johnny Long ....New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........17 2,150 35,400 

Lani McIntire ...Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..........30 1550 44,600 
Gien Grey «cscs: Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 8 2,500 17,050 

Jerry Waid ...-« Ganeein GaRGs THCBE) oc iccccccecess ae 975 15,400 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 


Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). No letdown from previous 
figures; will bang the gong for around 5,500 covers. 

Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). Reaping his share of the loose 
holiday coin around and will ring up close to 6,000 dinner checks. Holds 
over until end of year. 





Chicago 


Tommy Tucker (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Holi- 
day week-end helped high attendance at this spot. Tommy Tucker and 
Billy DeWolfe bringing in 4,500 people for week. 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 300; $i-$2 min.). Still keep- 
ing a healthy pace for this smart dining room, Joy pulled in 2,700 cus- 
tomers for seven-day period. 

Charlie Spivak (Panther Room, Sherman hotel; 800; $1.25-$2.50 min.). 
Thanks to holiday, this popular spot jammed for four-day week-end with 
Spivak’ town’s hottest attraction, drawing sock 7,200. 

Eddie Oliver (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350; $2.50 min.). Pick- 
ing up along with other spots during week, Oliver and Georgie Tapps, 
spot’s solo feature, pulled in around 2,900. 





Boston 


Nat_Brandwynne (Ritz Roof, Ritz-Carlton hotel; 350; $1 cover.). Carol 
Bruce and Brandwynne held up well on singer’s third and final week; 
2,100 covers, plus okay dinners. Brandwynne’s tenth week and stays 
until roof closes in about four weeks. 

Ray Morton (Oval Room, Copley Plaza: 300; $1 cover). 
week Hildegarde takes credit for excellent 1,800 covers. 
week and stays to 17th with Hildegarde. 

Jack Edwards (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler; 450; $1 cover). Edwards’ 
eleventh week came up to average 800 covers on Friday-Saturday, only 
late nights: big dinner sessions all week. He is being held over to Nov, 
15, when room closes remodeling. 


On fourth 
Morton’s, eighth 


a 
101 


Minneapolis 
Frankie Gelson (Minnesota Terrace; Nicoilet hotel; $1-$1.50 min.). After 
eight weeks with Dorothy Lewis ice show here, Gelson (local) orch is 


being held over for four additional stanzas, surrounded by three acts 
Harry Stevens, Carole & Sherod and Barbara Lee. Nightly average of 
450 customers considerably under ice revue’s 700-800 attendance, but fair. 


Philadelphia 


Herby Woods (Garden Terrace, Benjamin Franklin hotel; 500; $1-$1.50- 
$2 min.). Ninth week for Woods crew here; drew okay 1,221 customers 
for supper. 


Walter Miller (Stratford Gardens: Bellevue-Stratford hotel; 225; no cover 
or min.). Slightly under last week with 846 supper customers this trip for 
Meyer 


Davis unit 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 





Abe Lyman (Palladium B, Hollywood, first week). Drawing the Holly- 


























Clyde Lueas, Sept. 18, Tower B., | wood mob, which meat the house rolls up more gross trade on fewer 
Pittsburgh, Kan.; 19, Turnpike | admishes. However, he’s pitching for all classes and a smart 25,000 will 
Casino, Lincoln; 20, Peony Park, | be the result. aided by the holiday weekend and plenty of spending money 
Omaha; 22, Cobblestone B., Storm | around. 

Leke, Ia; 23, Laramar B., Fort Lionel Hampton (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal., third week). One 
Dcdge, Ia.; 24, Crystal B., Mankato, | more week, then Bob Chester. Hampton should cut 8,500, with easily bet- 
Minn.; 25-27, Prom B., St. Paul. ter than half that take on the free-spending holiday weekend. 

Charlie Spivak, Sept. 18, week,| Count Basie (Trianon B, Southgate, Cal., third week). He's the head- 
| Colonial T., Dayton, O.; 25, Palace | man out here and should pull up with a whopping 11,000. 

T Cleveland Johnny Richards (Casino B, Hollywood, fourth week). Will pick up 

Claude Thornhill, Sept. 18-21, Para- enough holiday biz to run the count un to 4.000. 
| mount T., Des Moines; 22-24, Capitol, Ted Fio Rito (Florentine Gardens N, Hollywood, ninth week). On the 
ip Davenport, 25, Purdue i Lafay- sunny side of 5,500 customers, the supplemental Nils Granlund’s floor 
Beaty ara d i Sg tence South | show and Mills Bros. being the main draws. 
3end; 29, Palace T., Columbus. aeinhel has 

Vido Musso, Sept. 17, two weeks, (Chicago) 
gage pair 19. Sun Val- Buddy Franklin (Chez Paree; 650; $3-$3.50 min.). Buddy Franklin, 
] . . ‘ ‘ ‘ , ; . , | bac ked by Benny Fields, Al Bernie and a good show, drew 4,500 paying 
ley, Worcester, Mass.; 15, Roseland ~~ Sate : 
~ 2 c 2. . sole f - _ » — 

Sta es ry ae meas Art Jarrett (Black Hawk 500: $1.25 min.). Still going strong, with his 

Ralph Barlow, Sept. 15, two weeks |Own special audience, Jarrett attracted nice 2,900 for week. 

Schroder H., Milwaukee. | ‘ a —_ 

Ina Ray Hutton, Sept. 14, one ‘ nF 7 ty 
week, Mayfair inadies, Portland Carroll Signs Bob Str ong 


Oregon. 





On the Upbeat 


Ciro Rimac band pencilled 
Villa Madrid, Pittsburgh, for 
weeks beginning Oct. 5. 

Bob Astor band reopens Chatter- 
box, William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, 
Oct. 9 after four-month shut-down. 





into 
two 











Mickey Ross’ band, staff orch at 
l\WJAS in Pittsburgh, opens two-week 
engagement Friday (11) at the Vogue 
Terrace in that city. 





Owen Moran, pianist, is dropping 
out of Ben Young’s band, winding 
up its stay at the Book Casino, De- 
troit, this week, to confine his ef- 
|forts to war work. During the last 
(Continuec on page 47) 








‘The Song Of The Hour’ 


| NEED AMERICA 


Plus Blue Network Wire | 
Chicago, Sept. 8. 


orch has been signed | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| Bob Strong’s 
|for 


Earl aren Terrace Gardens | (America Needs Me) 
opening Sept. 24. | kk 

He will broadcast over the Blue | All Material Available 
network, obtaining the wire being | @ BAND 


part of the deal. @ DANCE ORCH. 


@ VOCAL—3 KEYS 
AMERICAN MUSIC, Ine. 


9153 Sunset Blvd, 
Hollywood, Calif. 





John Kaaihue and his Hawaiians 
slated to follow Harding-Miss Trio 
at Fiesta Room, Hotel Roosevelt, 


| Pittsburgh, on Sept. 21. 
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Music Club Federation Convention 
Scores Petrillo’s Recording Ban 


Providence, 
themselves to 
communities 
against the order by James 
trillo, president of the American| 
Federation of Musicians, forbidding 
members to make further recordings 
or transcriptions for non-private use, | 
representatives of music clubs 34 | 


Sept. 8. 
Carry 
the fight 
C, Pe- 


Pledging 
their home 


to 


in 


states concluded here Wednesday (2) 
the three-day convention of the 
board of directors and _ president’s 


council of the National Federation of 
Music Clubs. 
A formal resolution adopted at the 
closing session of the oonclave re- 
affirmed an earlier strong protest 
made by the board of directors 
gainst the Petrillo ban, and urged 
federations and individual clubs to 
keep themselves informed of any 
further developments concerning the 
complaint filed against Petrillo by| 
the Department of Justice and to} 
voice the protest in their local 
munities. 

The resolution adopted 
board at the opening of the 
tion stated: 


com- | 


by the 


conven- 


jican Society of Composers, Authors 

‘Be it resolved that the board of) & Publishers, who declared it is time | 
directors of the National Federation | for America to get over its inferiority 
of Music Clubs condemn the ban|complex as to music and to stop | 
placed by James C. Petrillo, presi-|‘howing and scraping and paying | 
dent of the American Federation of | homage to Europe.’ 
Musicians, on recordings and urge its} Paine ridiculed the spectacle of the 
entire membership to express this} three greatest conductors—Kousse- 
ecndemnation and disapproval to the | vitzky, Toscanini and Stokowski— 
local unions on the grounds that such | ‘fighting to conduct the American 


a ban is detrimental to the morale of | 


the nation at war, which needs the | Symphony recently—just because it 
comfort and pleasure given by music | was written by Shostakovitch, a Rus- 
in homes and wherever recorded | gjan.’ 

music Is used ‘Had Roy Harris. an American 

And be it further resolved that a composer, written that symphon: 
copy of this resolution be immed- and taken it to Toscanini. Stokowski 
iately transmitted to the president of | or Koussevitzky. thev wouldn't have 
the American Federation of Mu-! performed it.’ Paine added 
siclans, Pe trillo, tn t niormation Scoring American music ritie for 
that it represents we \ vpoint of | declaring nearly everything DV 
an Orgal tion composea ot % least | American nposers to be reminis- 
450,000 citizens who ard Petrillo cent of something or other.’ Paine 
action as the most iious blo thus | asserted that ‘the le mid pas- 
fai truck at A ‘ I cul ge of Shostakovitch’ Seventh wa 
ture lifted almost bodily from Strauss, but 

Copy of the resolution also wasj|none of the critics mentioned 
sent to President Roosevelt, who, in Mrs. Vincent Hilles Ober, of Nor- 
addition, was sent telegrams by presi- | folk, Va., chairman of wartime serv- 
dents of 34 state federations of music|ices, reported that the federation’s 
clubs supporting the action of the! special activity to supply camps and 
national board and giving the num-j|naval bases with music and musical 
be. of adult members of their states | instruments has achieved ‘impressive 
who were behind the resolution. Mrs. ! results.’ 

rs . 

(Records below are grabbing most tickels this week 1 jukebores 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ Names 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates. in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthes s a é e } ber of weeéks each song has been in the gs 
and respect € p bh! é ) 

i . 3luel 
1. Wears Silver Wings (6) (SI) oe Abe Ly argc 
Kay Ky el or i 
“ * e h y Me i 3) 
2 Strip Polka (4) (EF HM 0 > | Johnn Me i} ( 
)} Andrews Siste! Decca 
3. Be Careful. Mv Heart (4) (Berlin)..... Bing Crosby. .-...«e- Dec 
. , . ' Glenn Miller........ Vict 
4 Gal lh Kalamazoo (3) «BVC) Gove PS 
} Jimmy TeOPeey. .ceces Decca 
’ : { Jimmy Dorsey Decca 
S. My Devotion (2) (Santly) ...cisccccecce y " ict 
} Vaughn Monroe Victor 
{ Alvino Rey Bluebird 
ome CB) CORRS), sis ccsk as ccocwadeeavcda ‘ : 
} Benny Goo al Co] i 
in { Tommy Dorsey Victol 
} t } } rou } . ) \" } “ 
7. Just Thoug Y e Here (2) € ee). ) Russ Morg Dec: 
: \ Bil F rex ( Dece 
8. All I Need Is Yo ‘ \ ‘ “es ;, 
| } Vit Oc Vik 
R; Noble 
9. | > é \ I } ‘ . 
Dick St é De 
, , : ; J ny De De 
10. Wonder Whe Mv B: v «4 ( : . 
OTHER FAVORITES 
(These rec € lirectl €lO t 10 po} 7 le 
number of weelcs pare hes are g, othe gaiiri ) 
\ Harry Jame CK 
He’s My Guy (¢ ds) rhig , 
s x Lee ) rommy Doi er \ i 
Stage Door Canteen (Army)... .cccccsccass Sammy Kaye.....e+«. Vicitol 
{Guy Lombardo Decca 
Me rT nd ‘ oF ee , 
et Het on Monday POMS teh gabe eda bes ) Freddy Martin Victo! 
, \ Jimmy Dorsey Decca 
aka ‘) . . m “a 
Oe TO MIO os ic sviesvescesaseevcncies ) Benny Goodman. .Colum 
Cc . | Bing igo Decca 
onchita Lopez (Famous) Dinah Shore. ...cess Victor 
. ies {Sammy Baye .cecvss Vict 
ame Valk » To >) , : ' 
I Came to Talk for Joe «Shapiro)......... )King Sisters ....... Victe 
: {Glenn Mille: Vict 
Swee 5 < (9) Ss} iro a . 
t Eloise < CGI) oi ance ss eaetieneus )Kay Kyse1 Columb 
Guy Lombardo Decca 
Put Put (Feist) ) : : 
t SUP sector sceceeseeseeeeeeneses ) Barry Wood Bluebird 
7 Kay Kyser Columbia | 
Ww re ; ‘ + ee | Kay yse 
ho Wouldn't Love You (i1) (Maestro)... ) Inkspots _...... .Decea 
Biss Coy ...s<0083 Decca | 
Every Nig bo ‘his Tim Narock ) | 
ery Night bout This Time ‘(Wareck Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decea | 


Guy 


| to have stated he 


|; attitude concerning 
| ing ban. 


continued support of Dr. Serge Kous- } 
sevitzky’s 


|stressed in a convention address by | 
Olin Downes, music critic of the 
N. Y. Times. 


Patterson Gannett, of Portland 
president of the national federa- 
declared that Petrillo was said 
would lift the ban | 
so by President 


Me., 
tion, 
if 


ordered to do 


Roosevelt. 


Although the federation previously 


had urged Petrillo to reverse his ban 


|on broadcasting from Interlochen, 
| Mich., it had given no expression 
prior to the convention here on its 


the record-mak- 


British Best Sheet Sellers 











U.S. Hearings Start Sept. 14 on Request | 
Poa est tee ees UY, Hearings Start Sept. 14 on Neques | 
London, Aug. 28 ad 
acer "C00 For Probe Into Petrillo and Record ban 
Je Se ols So eed Wright : 
Threw Kiss in Ocean.......B-W P 
One More Kiss......... Maurice “ 
be mere es World. ...000-.. the Washington, Sept. 8. |to consider the investigation resolu- 
ony ihn lio pal em Whether the senate will pursue an tion introduced by Senator D. 
Green Was Valley aia aiaserhne investigation into James C. Pe rillo, | Worth Clark of Idaho. 
‘ aa ee president of the American Federa-| Senator Clark, who is chairman i 
ng gal Ball. ....... a tion of Musicians, and his order for-|of the subcommittee appointed by 
a an iaitalstcte* at bidding members to make further |Senator Burton K. Wheeler, said fi 
swt southern recordings or transcriptions for non- |the hearings would be held ‘with a } 
You're Mine F-D-H private use, will depend largely on view to reporting the resolution to 
a ™ the testimony of witnesses before |the senate as soon as possible,’ and | 
Harold Adamson and Jule Styne'the Senate Interstate Commerce | that they would last ‘for a few days.’ 
meved into Republic to score ‘Hit |\Committee subcommittee, which will |He expects later this week to make 
Parade of 1943.’ lopen public hearings Monday (14) (Continued on page 34) 





action taken 
board included 


Other 
tions’ 


} , 
by 


the federa- | 
a pledge of 
Berkshire Music Center 
summer school, and promised similar 
support for other enterprises which 
tend to give opportunity and outlet 
to young American talent. Impor- | 
tance to the future of American mu- | 
sic of the Berkshire project had been | 


Among other speakers was John G 
Paine, general manager of the Amer- 


premiere of Shostakovitch’s Seventh | 











. al d 


| 


in the | 
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U.S. Hearings | NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


| 
aan Continved from page 33 coe 


34 MUSIC 


Music Pub’s Raiding of One Anoth:r's 
Contact Men Skyrocketing Saiar.es :*:,:":.2°° « 


| Other senators on the subcommit 
tee with the author of the resolu- 
tion are Lister Hill, Alabama, 


o 
Tendency among music publishers . 
! 15 Best Sheet Music Sel’ers cnaries o. 
































some ol those 


Following tabulation of po i 

cone ae } pular music performan 

- eae C BS, Blue and Mutual—as heprestuie? te wae o- jour 

hase = VOR. NY Compilation herewith covers : aks oo 

J day through Sunday (Aug. 31-Sept. 6) from 5 p nt —7 ¢ beginning ; 
J 2 p.m. a.m., and is | 








based on data provided b 
v Accurate Reportin i 
g Service regular gs 
¢ source for 






































































































to raid one another's professional Andrews, Florida; Chan ; see 
staffs as a result of army inductions | (Week of Sept. 5) Gurney, South Dakota, and Charles music publishing industry 
was made a topic of discussion at ts “ Tobey, aw menpent. — PU : 
a meeting last ii ale pete Wears Silver Wings Shapiro The inquiry, if held, will not only At Last—*'Orchestra Wives’....... ee TOTAL re! 
eee the board) My Devotion ee sntly |20,inte the banning of recording: Be Careful, My Heart—i‘Holiday Inn’......... ar Te 38 we 
of directors of the Music Publish- | Left Heart Canteen. . Army and transcriptions, bu also Petril- Got Gal Kalamazoo—#‘Orchestra Wives’. tetas on ret hnan ss 22S oa : suc 
ers Protective Assn. The talk was | Jin sle Jangle Paramount to s refusal to permit the Interlochen W ears ig i 3). Se wiht: S} Aves avne ba whee 29 \ ( 
strictly of an informal nature since | Kalamazoo ........-. BVC National High School orchestra to Singing Sands Alamosa ..... Fee ee I MAPITO oe. cess eeeeees 24 | be 
the assembled publishers . rf | Army Air Corps......C. Fischer 20 on the air. | Bet Ber BROAGAy «oc ceiscscdccss i Oe a" TETty eee rr. the 
i “a . ” shers realized Careful My Heart... berlin The Idaho senator has charged *Strictly i—a,/~-_el - . c C Oem terre rene eens 93 } nig 
: hat nothing could be done about | Wonder Baby's Home Crawford that the order on recordings ‘is | Dearly Beloved—‘You Never S ovelier’ tated SE Whund oo ansiak utes 21 Be 
; it, Their contactmen, the pubs ad- | Sleepy Lagoon......... Chappell causing and will cause preat dis- | **Left Heart at Canteen....*. 4 SEE ec ek 20 r tri 
¥ mitted. were free to accept jobs with | Always in feart... Remick | unity in our war effort and actual- | My Devotior ren et eer ee ) 1 ae a Th 
3 sther tren bot the thi Sake ..... mick /yy impede the effort itself.’ His |Wdaho oo... ie eeeeececeseeees ees eees pace: MEET EET 20 lay 
‘ s the thing that | Take Me Reo ae 3VC resolution calls for a wide investi- | na ela aaah de Mills ree et ee a F 
i seemed to disturb them most was} Wouldn't Love You ...Maestro | gation of Bh a bet ge Rbagpr ec 0) Bag Ss yr NY Yankee iN Hiea koe evved .. 18 } 
; the affect this was having on wages. Johnny Doughboy.....Crowford — racket.’ 1; *Was It Worth It?...... * ict La. es aoe : EUNEEENS vin vas ca ceeue ae ial 
Aséetding to some of the publish- Pennsylvania Polka _ Shapiro o +" senator wants to lal Set I I ss sak cence iessecons<ss sis ene lelodylane .. 16 Ma 
4 ers. the sniping of men has been — vl scadealan on of menutestering soak |i Game Mane er Beb.<essiccciccsscs.cvescee a coe BO dir 
w accompanied by skyrocketing of | ¢ ’ ete ig Laggonigy records and tran-|*When the Lights Go on Again............... cp ieisee hey oh ae Cul 
salaries. ; pues WO se whether there are |Just Letter From Home...................... Be Re ns hee ie ie ete 15 j 
: ‘ |any violations in respect to restraint | This Is W : OME... eee eee eee eee es Atlas . ¢ m 
= | The publishers are afraid that the of trade. He also wants to die i Ww pa <A orth Fighting For............ i gs a eG aca is oka 
e} raiding will raise salaries away be- AT ] 000 000 SALE prosts pine Bass s to dig into | Wonder When Baby's Coming.... Crawf 7 Sore e TO cau 
. : - | =) © >» Ses ¢é » | b ‘ 5 my s eee a ee eee eo wss P . - 
i yond their production value. As . ’ { state gprs deuiece € and othe: | Conchita Lopez—?‘Priorities On Parade’... Far ” ere Ty 13 at 1 
ei support for this fear, they cite what luals and or aleatl —" individ- | 'm Old Fashioned—**You Never Lovelier’.... C! ewe, Seveesv rar sehet 12 : V 
ed has already happened in the cases ‘This Is the Army,’ counting the | with ‘the Pr ar po Serenade In Blue—?‘Orchestra Wives’. see —- eer eee a : cow 
= of profession: ger > le a , en F agape g, producing | Take Me ...... eS ee Sek 2 : 
= pte = adeenie ea ~ N. Y. | couple of new songs which Irving and playing for musical records and | There’ll Never Be Another—#‘Iceland’..... +e BYE ...... 12 <4 
ee * “ ° or “1 ri rT , s ‘ , - c joiner 7° eelanc ° : = CW OSS SRO Pe ASS “ : s ’ 
5 ity dens sapien toate ollie Plage Berlin will write for the Warner cote hese? contro] of music and music | I Get Neck of Chicken. he e Ps ssseses Ce EET OEE 19 i ing 
; > S j q ; ® . * . ee ee Te ere See He »y pa ta — ; 
o 1 men as : “ ; -| Bros. film version, is aiming for a meg ap South Wind . (icccee en + chicaseveaede 1 
7 as much as $175 a week in he wiles webindie aun aid 1s eee Mn ii er Wi t ban 
f nae lle Tig cal rat a 1,000,000-copy score sale. If so, it'll] and no A sent records wear out | By Light Silvery Moon................0. 0.0008 EE Was keeanebauedd 11 rev! 
ba 4 a s ial a . 4 , =i —- a @ : » s4VaUUTl..... COSTS ee rerseseeees 20 rele 6 
Lt had averaged $100 a week be the first musicomedy to hit a mil-| produced music of the type re-| “Love Is a Song—#‘Bambi’ — - 19 in t 
é . lion, at least since 1929. The best 4 uce on them can be obtained, *Who Wouldn't i one Y EUR P AST STESe DSO £4008 BMI ee de ROS Cad 6 84848 10 ‘ the 
film score for multiple sales was voogye 4 Clark says of the Petrillo | Can't Get Out This + Mirae teeees bade Bice NN eis cy evn 2. 245 10 will 
: a ‘ : " . ae ead s —i ‘Seve avs save’ ee eer 
Walt Disney's ‘Snow White,’ which] dest e effect of the order wilh te 1 4s ie Greene ven Days Leave’Southern .............. 9 
noiner or iwuier went some 700,000 copies. estroy in homes, in small busi- | Do You Miss S ot a ad laa a SE ae 9 } 
It may be that a fertile operetta ecg ae small restaurants and | Knock Me : siee |: ene ne ye rr Paramount ............ 8 Pi 
Gler Milt score like ‘Show Boat’ or ‘New Moon’ h eal Pp. aces, every vestige of cri alana lalallala ta ele ROU os kat aaa ee 8 H 
in Miller has been signed by | °F Desert Song,’ with its quantita- a nn hintaan. Miller * ; 
-Fox for ive hits amy he ae a . : ppt d DI oi ond v4 Koad dvnccceceeinsnccesa meee ...........cu 
tik nie tae eniinon Gian 0 be: aetie tive hits, may have hit a million over | count amateur hot wer Gs1*ehc ha i. | ee i R 
some time during tl ‘ the years. ntry will be destroyed.’ ~ rm) PME dowey evan sse ete Army 
g the early part of ak tan thet a , . Aimy Air Corps................ Fie | A ee eae eee ee <i 
next year, probably after he com-| Canteen’ is nied 115,000 a oo J hn ° ° NN TE 82d icp axearmesd vwieakiteen oe 7 j 
pletes his scheduled stay . Is : gy etter Paton This | JO ston Manhattan Serenade ......................... Opoins 7 
stay at the Penn- the Army, Mr. Jones’ is next song When You'r , ES See eters sss s+ 4 608 Robbins 
sylvania hotel, New York, where he to be plugged. M ; : . re Long Way From Home.. ccna lela teh 7 
. . ’ > | J dy Shaki eke i OE ccieee pakeas 7 
an about Oct. 6. Deal is for one| , All song profits go to Army Emer- ens Golf Tourney Bue Skies Khaki... 2.1... see eeee esses eee eees Se 6 U 
a only, no options, and the money | ore Relief Fund, as does every- an | Brezil Die rr sie rv hE eee kenny aces ee | a a see nh 6 was 
is just slightly better than the leader ling attendant to the show. Jack Johnstone ee iit ee i Wink see eeveweseeregeece © genees Southern aac : 
deste Sen bin tock tom oP stone, professional man- | Pent To: Ft. TROPHHS. 6. ods eas 5 aa 6 hot 
‘Orchestra Wives.’ — thi ag of the Embassy Mrve C5 | Everything I Got—i'‘By Jupiter’ .. phe cn teenies ae ae bur 
spring, is to be veleened n ‘ie past Emil Seidel checked in at Mono- al gpeter by Tommy Dorsey), won Rille Bille ......cscessseseees } ao aie ie ase he 6 tior 
in a few weeks. ) ationally | gram to compose the score for ‘Silver first prize in the annuo! New York Nocturne..........s00... oor tenes Vw gen 
Skates.’ nament conducted by the Protes- Paper Doll 5 oF ° a — eee Ae j stat 
sional Music Men in New ~*~ ' Under Strawberry Moon............... gh om ul edit ; aay ter 
————— | Johnstone defeated Norman Foley, | Yu Never Lovelier—j"You Never Lovelier’... H espiee Gi tier 
s |professional manager cf Vimar. Touch ot Texas....... seiseriiacc a c, ioe 6 mai 
Music two up in final round at Glen Daybreak pce aa ++ +e. Southern 5 pin 
Oaks Country club, Little Neck, L. L. Hip Hip Hooray.......... : ey ere 5 wh 
Foley had a seven-stroke handicap. Light Candle In Chapel. aes we mee Sears rrseee OD the 
Johnstone took a $100 War Bond | Moments Like This—i‘College Swing’ es laa tc Sal Si 7 _& 
as first prize, which was donated | Rolleo Rolling Along... s Degas ll 5 at 
by Guy Lombardo. |Running Wild ............--. ; Miller yer 5 side 
ah Seure ia’ toes 1++Feist ....., 5 Ke; 
e + cree. eer weeny reer Ne . Famous Me 
Witmark Wants to Query | ~~, ; oe 
DeSylv: ° .¢ . Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP } Fi te 
esyiva, Meyer in Suit | t Legitimate. ** ‘This Is the Army’ publishing sub id, lic TIS her eye -_ 
| eT : ‘< / Ss s cense irpe ¥ 
’ NCE LISTS / An order for examination of Jo- users, sid, licensed freely to all by 
rAd ON ALL PERFORMA e seph Meyer and Buddy DeSylva, ~ ee a ee eee ee me 
songwriters and plaintiffs in a N y | VJ m N | . 1 
. ’ : |supreme court suit against a / Po } ¢ ei 
ller’s New Picture | su] against M. Wit- 4 USIC > 
m The Most Played Song from Glenn Mill Domi te Bone, wes Sind tek week. oles ul o arn 
| Examination is being sought by | : : | MUGGING AND 
| Witmark as essential for a defen ‘e sty Kaplan has turned over three | saa BILLING 
Mey | themes from his ‘Tales of Manhattan’ | Ser 
Meyer and DeSylva are askin seore to Irving Mills for publicat 
= : : . ¢ al asking > eee I 1ication Tarock , . ‘ 
$50,000 in damages from Witmark. 1as p yoular tunes. with lyrics her Maat | W wie K Music Co. has added 
publishers of their song, ‘California | Webster. Songs are ‘A Tale a Seta | something new to the format of 
| sere I Come,’ written with Al Jol- hattan,, ‘A Journey to Your Lips’ | Dopular sheet music. The firm is 
son. The complaint alleges royal- | and ‘Fare Thee Well to El Dorado.’ | devoting the back page of the C 
| wh were withheld by the publisher, | Kaplan has been assigned to score | copie f ‘EB agi ie Seah eosin loci 
: who made ‘secret gains < _-a,.. | the Robert Sis] ee eh e|copies of ‘Every Night About This 0 
PF n : 2t gains and profits o Sisk production, ‘Liberty | a Oe aes ; ; i con 
Lyric by Mack Gordon Music by Harry Weree | on releasing the song's nerformence Ship,’ at Metro. sie bey : sO pecrures and biographies bon 
From the 20th Century-Fox Picture, “Orchestra Wives rights to 20th-Fox for use in the| as |< 4 1@ SONGS Writers, Jimmy Monaco she 
picture, Rose of el —— — ry fed Koehler, under the caption D 
| Square,’ at an announced fee of $159. | song e orter was a ssigned to write . =n the Music Makers. ASCAP Be! 
* | The composers estimate the Benn rors cl for the Warners musical. | urnished the: biog material. Art 
of the transaction at $5,000 alue |") ississippi Belle. | oe customary thing for publish- R... 
/ sane pallens loth is to use the back page to an- “ 
: . }Other of the ‘m’s co; 5 re 
' e Joh . oe e ‘ firm’s : « a 
Creating A New Era in American Songs | ° sens — Burke and Jimmy Van |Several years ago ASCAP. sos =eons. men 
leusen assigned to write son < ago é AP prevailed N 
0 ins : 44 write songs for |upon it a 00.8 
| ‘Dixie’ at Paramount ;upon Hs publisner members to set mu 
: = jaside Occasionally a back page for tov 
| ieenianatiiiiia la propa aes “ « aAChkh pus t - \ 
. ae aganda piece on the Society tine 
Editor. ‘Variety’ Yor] _ Harry Seymour’s patriotic song itself. The suggestion did ae ae R 
sige , ariety : The Yanks Are Coming Again.’ will main in fashion ve) ] ; . £00 
The suggestion of — Robi ae png 2 AgGaln, Will \ ong. , a 
that disc al . Of Jack NooDmMs sung by Allan Jones in ‘Whe = 
nat als¢ jockeys favor the oe : Johnny Cc n | I 
a v' he record- Onnny ymes Marching Home’ ; : 
ings” of ieaders and _ singe: now | Universal. : - = Jiv Wi ° . ai 
eee y in the armed forces of the ~ | ive With Their Fish Ke, 
nited States j an excell ; ™ | ©) 
‘ , a xcelient one Edwar aa . ,. 
. p We cz o( wa cs : ‘ ard Kav and Eddie ’ 7s Kee 
Lyric by Harold Adamson Music by Ferde Grote ing “the oe n farther by mention- old ‘Tootin’ My He “i ot : ee vse} Johnny: McGee’ rchest ser 
in ; e - oe ‘ oa WO | 5 > ames »f On ce mee nt z gs. Horn’ and ‘That's ly I 7ee's orchestr;: y i 
Based on theme of Mardi Gres wrom saiatiati ell sone non-recording vied ae a 7 nated Ronde You Do’ to Monogram. to 1 € | debut a band policy at the ane ( es . 
; + lAeCSt S anc men sung - : H+ ’ ( eC | pactany by 7 @ 1} d aril R Mal 
who are well know! ing in ‘Bye, Bye, Baby.’ ; restaurant, New Yor! He ae 
i vn musically ¢ ‘ — tei a ; salieri e opens sho 
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New Priorities,’ Jessel-Haley Show 
Make New York Debuts Next Week 


—_—————— 


New York’s two-a-day vaude 

renaissance gets another hypo next 
week, when two layouts come in on 
successive nights. 
Clifford C. Fischer and the Shu- 
perts bring ‘Priorities of 1943’ into 
the 46th Street theatre next Tuesday 
night (15), with Harry Richman, 
Bert Wheeler and Caro] Bruce as 
triple headliners. Johnny Burke, 
The Radio Aces (3) and The Brick- 
Jayers will also be included. 


Following night (16), ‘Show Time,’ 
which headlines George Jessel, Jack 
Haley, Ella Logan and The De- 
Marcos, comes into the Broadhurst 
direct from its profitable run at the 
Curran, Frisco. It originally opened 
in Hollywood, where the biz was 
okay but the profits were nil be- 
cause of lack of sufficient capacity 
at the Biltmore theatre there. 

Vaude may also get more of a 
comeback in the RKO theatres 
around N. Y., now that Eddie Alper- 
son, theatre operating head, is toss- 


ing out games such as bingo and | 


bank night. The RKO stage show 
revival, if it eventuates, will first be 
in the form of one-night shows, with 
the biz determining whether that 
will be expanded. 


Pittsburgh Assn. Denies 
Rumors That Army Plans 





To Take Over Local Hotels 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 8. 

Unfounded rumors that the army 
was about to take over one or more 
hotels in Pittsburgh forced Pitts- 
burgh Hotel Association to take ac- 
tion last week in the form of a 
general release to the newspapers 
stating that no such move is con- 
templated. Big spots locally, par- 
ticularly those that go in for per- 
manent guests, were feeling the 


pinch, many prospects turning else- | 


where for quarters at reports that 
the Government was stepping in. 
At one time couple of months ago 
it was known that army had con- 
sidered for a time William Penn and 
Keystone hotels but decided it wasn’t 
necessary and dropped the project 
even before it got started. Keystone 
has one floor being used exclusively 
by Naval Procurement Office but 
that is all. Several soldier com- 
panies are Stationed here, but they're 
being cared for satisfactorily im 
armories and parks, 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac, N. Y., Sept. 8. 

Cornell, manager of the 
local Pontiae theatre, is chairman of 
committee for the actors colony 
bond drive. First night at the show- 
shep netting over $10,000 in pledges 

Don Marks of Grand Rapids, Mich.. 
fencs greetings to the gang. Ditto 
Arthur Holmes of the Bronx. 

Marthea Merryfieid, the ex-nitery 
dancer, continues doing nice come- 
back job. The same for Albert Rey- 
nolds, ex-Metro scripter. 

Marion Green, who has seen too 
much of this bed routine, seen down- 
tov m window-shopping and looking 
ne part of good health. 

Rufus Weathers, who does all hi 
#00d cheering from his Will Roge 
bed, 1s making good progress 

his correspondent has just licked 
® 1wo-week siege in bed. 

_Louie Emerez, Helen Inglee, Car] 
Ke rn, RoSe Goldstein and Roger 
Aeene are all Rogersites progressing 
neativ 

Ben 


Clayton 


Nadler, ex-Cleveland theatre 
manager, adding much weight and 
Snow ing 100% improvement 

Damnty Edna Ball crossing off 


sates daily on the calendar, hoping 
tor Oct. 1, when she will take off 
for Virginia with her final okay 
papers, 

The gang all combines in a gen- 
eral vote of thanks to the film ex- 
change in Albany for the pictures 
Sent to the Will Rogers weekly, and 


hats off to Jerry (Loew’s) Sager for | 


hie « : ; 
Ms efforts towards arranging same 


Nice to see Eddie (& Hurst) Vogt | 


downtown. Eddie staged a fine 
comeback and for the past vear has 
been connected with the Xray de- 
partment of the Will Rogers. 
, Harry Cross, who does the pro- 
jecting in the Rogers booth once a 
week between rest periods, is now 
being assisted by Jack Hughson, an- 
other real technician who is flashing 
£00d reports. 

Buddy Rot left the Will Rogers for 

two-week vacash. 

Write to those who are iil. 





+ 





Newark Burley Bumpy 
| en Sept. 8. 


The Empire, town’s only burlesque 


|house, reopened for the season last 
|week and got away to a bumpy start. 
|Local clergy is getting out petitions 
lasking that the house be shuttered 
jand asking the city fathers to ban 
| burley. 


| Last season the house was forced 
to abandon strips and all epidermis 
| displays. 


ATLANTIC CITY 
~ HAS POOR 





WEEKEND 


Atlantic City, Sept. 8. 

This resort had one of its poorest 
| Labor Day weekends in years. Three- 
|day vacation is usually the biggest 
|of the summer season, marking the 
|firal fling of the summer. This 
year, the tire and gas shortage, plus 
| dimouts, kept visitors away in the 
main, 

Frank Gravatt’s Steel Pier and 
| George Hamid’s Million-Dollar Pie , 
| however, did tremendous business on 
the three days. 

Trains and bus companies reported 
traffic was not up to expectations 
and was particularly light on Satur- 
day. 

Joe Moss’ Bath and Turf Club, 
with show headed by Sylvia Froos 
|and Josephine Delmar, closed Sat- 
urday night. Most clubs wait for 
the weekend to finish before closing 
uj. Dozens of other niteries will 
close with this coming weekend. 

Steel Pier offered personal ap- 
pearance of Abbott and Costello as 
mein attraction, with Charlie Bar- 
ret and a large vaude bill. Hamid’s 
head its biggest bill of season with 
|Glenn Miller’s orch; Reggie Childs, 
| and personal appearance of Andrews 
| Sisters. 

Annual ‘Miss America’ beauty pag- 
eant opened Monday (7) with little 
farfare compared with other yecrs. 


| 


Chicago Wowski 
Chicago, Sept. 8. 
Chicago’s Loop was a ball of fire 


Ella’s New P. A. Combo 


Ella Fitzgerald's initial personal 
appearance with the Four Keys (she 
recently discarded her large band) 
| will be at the Tic-Toc Club, Boston, 


| opening Sept. 18. The singer re- 
mains there two weeks, then goes 


into theatres. 

Since dropping her orchestra 
about a month ago, Miss Fitzgerald 
has confined her activities to broad- 
casting twice weekly on the Blue 
net, accompanied by the Keys, a 
| rhythm-vocal quartet. 


| 


MAJ. DONOVAN 
FOR CONGRESS 


——— 








Hollywood, Sept. 8. 

Joseph O. Donovan, who came out 
of World War I a major and only 
|recently resigned as adjutant gen- 
| eral of the state of California, is now 
| running for the U. S. Congress from 
Pasadena. Donovan resigned the 
state position, and also as chairman 
of Selective Service for California, 
in order to devote his entire time 
to the Congressional campaign. 

Donovan was originally a monolo- 
gist in vaudeville, working under the 
name of Dooley Donovan. He en- 
listed in the last war and after the 
armistice went with the Variety 
Managers Protective Association as 
its representative on the Joint Com- 
plaint Bureau with the National 
Variety Artists. Representing the 
latter was the late Henry Chester- 
field, executive secretary of the 
NVA, while Pat Casey was the third 
and impartial arbitrator. 

With vaudeville’s decline, the 
VMPA went into a decline and 
Donovan left that outfit around six 
years ago. He came to the Coast, 








where he became politically en- 
trenched. 
Two of his daughters were also 


in vaude, in an act known as the 
Donovan Sisters & Bishop, but they 
retired from the stage upon marriage 
several years ago, 





‘Miniver’-Harvest Moon 


$201 Short of Cantor’s 


(M-G), Ed Sullivan, N. Y. 





| within a couple of hundred dollars 
|of equalling Eddie Cantor’s all-time 
j;record at Loew’s State, N. Y. Cantor 


rang: up a gross of $50,317 in the 
July 4 week of 1939: in their. non- 
{holiday stanza, ‘Miniver-Sullivan 


| grossed $50,116. 


Currently holding the combo over, | 


over the Labor Day weekend, with ithe State is headed for a $38,000 
| hetels, theatres, restaurants, cock- lgross. also big. but the show won't 
tail bars and nite spots jammed way a & thie weak dee 6 tha? wetness 
beyond capacity. This was easily olitan, N. Y., ‘Miniver’ commit- 
the biggest holiday the town has | ments. 

known, with thousands of out-of- | 

town visitors and droves of service | 

men packing every amusement and 


entertainment rendezvous to over- 
flowing, 


Army War Show at Soldier's Field 


New Philly Nitery, With 
2 Bands, Opening Sept. 27 


| Shangri-La, a new spot in Phila- 
attracte ! e an 0,00 spec- : : 
tracted a th ur 80, “at iS +e delphia, is to open the end of this 
toto ac weeke ght, wi ; : 
_ : . . , a gps liens > = month with two bands and a floor 
severe Si sti ng see : : 
everal thousanc tanaing show. It will occupy the site of a 


spectacle 


CAMP SHOWS SCHEDULES perric. gna’ Chaves’ 
SONG-DANCE AUDITIONS 


USO-Camp Shows 
a series of weekly auditions for song 


Inc., will stact | 


|former Chinese restaurant. Work is 


progressing now on redecoration. 


Stahile band, with Gracie 
umba band 
have been signed to open Sept. 27 


Hannon Back at Roxy 


} 


and dance specialties at the Forrest Bob Hannon opens at the Roxy 
theatre in Ne w York tomorrow (10) | N. Y., tonight (Wednesday) for an 
tternoc ndefinite run, after a six-week ab- 
To avoid jamming the theatre, per- | sence. His previous engagement at 
forme are being asked to contact | the house wi for 29 weeks. He's 
Bert Wishnew, ¢ handled by Paul Kapp 


it the Camp Shows 
headquarters in N. Y.; he'll schedule 
each applicant. 


Entertainer Sues Hotel 


Besides regular appearance on the 
Texaco summer series Sunday nights 
of CBS, Hannon guested Monday 
night (7) on the ‘Schaefer Revue’ 
on WEAF, New York, for 


. . ar" beer. 
In Columbus for Injuries * — : 

” Columbus, O., Sept 8. Dobbs Ferry Vaude 
Arline Thompson, night club en- | 
tainer, has brought suit for $5,680 Embassy theatre, Dobbs Ferry, 


mages against the Albert 


di g Pick 
Hotels Corp., operator of the C 
t 
} 


hit- 
tenden hotel here, charging that she 
as injured in a fall at the hotel 
The Tombs, a 
ig club formerly located in the 
hotel building, on July 20, 1941. 

She said she was forced to spend 
five weeks in bed, which deprived 
i he of $625 


while appearing at 


N. Y., is inaugurating a 
policy Sept. 13, Sunday 
ing bill has McFarland 
chestra, Al Shayne, Bob Coffee, and 
severa! other acts. 

McFarland 


Dempsey'’s Restaurant, N. Y., Mon- 


stage show 


only. Open- 


Twins band opened at 


day (7), but have Sundays off. 


$50,317 Record in N.Y. 


The combination of ‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
News 
columnist, and that paper’s Harvest | 
Moon Dance winners last week came 


Schaefer | 


Twins Or-| 


Highly Competitive Battle for Biz 
Between Steel, Hamid Piers in A. C. 





Dayton Burley Back 


Dayton, O., Sept. 8 





| The burlesque season opened here | 
Friday (4) at the Mayfair with ‘Keep | 


|’Em Laffin’.’ 
| Featured are Evelyn Taylor, Jean 
and Harry Clexx. Natalie Cartier 
has returned this year to direct the 
chorus and Max Cohen is manager, 


theatre. 





BURLESQUE 
THEATRE 


Hartford, Sept. 8. 

Interested in garnering some of 
the hefty defense worker coin here- 
abouts, a syndicate has taken over 
Foot Guard Hall, in downtown Hart- 
ford, for the operation of burlesque. 
House was opened Saturday (5). 
Marks the first time in 13 years that 
this war industrial center has seen 
burlesque. House, retagged the 
Hartford theatre, has been leased for 
10 years. 

Syndicate is headed by Rocco 
Matarese, Hartford stagehand and 
|\former operator of vaude shows at 
the Valley Arena in Holyoke, Mass. 
Other headman is Al Dow, indepen- 
dent booker of New York. Matarese 
is front man for local interests. Hall 
seats an approximate 1,300. Very 
little remodeling necessary, house 
being originally fitted for legit. 

Tentative plans call for vaude and 
name bands on Sunday afternoons 
later in the season. Rudy Kahn, 
| formerly with the Empire burley 
| theatre in Newark, N. J., is man- 
lager. Shows are being supplied by 
| Izzy Hirst. Dow books the house. 











‘USO VAUDE UNIT AS 


Detroit, Sept. 8 
The USO’s first vaudeville 
| here has been coupled with the Red 
Cross to help put over the 


| Blood Bank’s new quota of 8.000 
| pints a week. 

| The No. 1 Unit, which wili « iy 
its own orchestra in the caravan 
| will be accompanied by Red Cross 
| Motor Corps girls, speaker and 
Donar Aides. The USO unit is 
headed by Barbara Scully, local 


youngster, who was starred by the 
Shuberts in “The Student Prince’ and 
‘Blossom Time’; Chiquita Gomez, 
Micky Wolf, m.c.; Raymond Battani, 
Evelyn Fraser, 
2 Roses, Helen Collins 

bert, and Buck Keent’s 


Chuck Gil- 


band 


ice Skow Going Into 
Pelham Heath Inn 


Pelham Heath Inn, Pelham, N. Y 


switches from a strictly dance bana 
policy to a combination band and ic¢ 
bowaJayout Sept. 29. Henry Jerome’: 


orchestra, which got its start at 
Child’s, Paramount building, N. Y., 
branch, gces in with an ice layout 
produced by Harry Gourfain, for- 
mer producer of at the Strane 
iN. Y. 

Herman Schumann, owner and op- 
(erator of the Inn, currently has Lee 
Castle’s orchestra until the ice 
fit debuts. Castle replaced Bob Allen 
|Friday (4), Allen 
Roseland Ballroom, N. Y. 


nv <7 


} u 
SnNOWS 


oft 
OulL- 


shifting to the 


Gal M. C. Hurt in. Mishap 
Cleveland, Sept. 8 

Dorothy Taylor, singing m.c. at 

Eddie Sindelar’s Airway Cafe for 

; last 10 months, was 

jured when her auto crashed into 
a truck. Head and face badly cut. 

Recuperating at St. John’s hot 


iP 


Ardrews, Marie Voe, Benny Moore | 


succeeding Danny Davenport, who | 
is now manager of the New York 


HARTFORD GETS, 


BLOOD BANK TRAILER 


Detroit | 


Betty Jane Miller, | 


seriously in- ! 


+ 

Atlantic City, Sept. 8. 

| Protracted battle for business bee 
itween Frank Gravatt’s Steel Pier 


Million-Dollar 


came out into the 


and George Hamid’s 
Pie, 


weekend in the 


open last 


large dise- 


form of 


|play advertisements on opposi-e 
|pexes of local papers. 


| Steel Pier had Abbott and Cos- 


tello in person; George Hamid ad- 
vertised them in a film’ short. 
Hamid’s Pier had Glenn Miller in 
| person; Steel Pier loudly proclaimed 


lit had ‘Glenn Miller and his Fa- 
} 7° . . 
|}mous Band,’ in large type, and in 


smaller type below revealed Mil- 
ler’s orch was in film ‘Orchestra 
W ives.’ 


On another page of local papers, 
Hamid’s advertised a ‘notice to the 
public’ that ‘Truth in Advertising 
is Demanded by Law’ and that the 
public should not be misled by ad- 
vertisement. This ad pointed out 
H:mid’s Pier had Miller ‘in the flesh 
and blood and not out of a tin can.’ 


Night Club M.C. Arrested 
In Pittsburgh on Charge 
Of Growing Marihuana 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 8. 
Hollis M. (Chick’) Williams, 37, 
night elub entertainer, was arrested 
here last week by city detectives, 
who reported finding marihuana 


plants growing outside the trailer 
where he was living and dried mari- 
huana seed ready for rolling into 
cigarets inside the trailer. Williams 
was picked up at Allen’s Cafe, in 
East Liberty, where he's been work- 
| ing for some time as m.c. He was 
charged with violating the state nar- 
cotic law. 








Inspector of Detectives Walter C. 
Monahan and William T. Duffy, Fed- 
eral narcotic agent, led a force of 
sleuths to Williams’ trailer, where 
they found 17 leco weeds growing 
alongside the trailer, eight cut stalks 
ready for processing, and a large 
quantity of dried seeds. 

Williams waived hearing for court, 
and police in Chicago, where he 
worked before coming to Pittsburgh, 
|; were asked to forward any back- 
|ground information that they might 
have on the entertainer. 








JUDGE KNOWS HIS 
WAY AROUND, TOO 


Detroit, Sept. 8. 
‘Any girl who has worked in night 


clubs 


unit | 


is sophisticated enough to know 
her way around, Circuit Judge Clyde 
I, Webster ruled 


Monagie 


here in denying 


Drake an annulment. In- 


tead, he made it a straight divorce. 
The nitery singer, who has worked 
with several bands, sought an an- 


nulment of her marriage to Robert 
|Stuewe at Las Vegas last September, 


charging they were wed after an 
evening’s drinking, and she didn't 
know what she was doing, The court 


jheld that a girl who had workea in 
night clubs should hold her liquor 
better than that, decided the mar- 
ge was legal, but granted a divorce 
e grounds of separation. 

Miss Drake, a former ‘Miss Michi- 
an’ who placed third in the ‘Miss 
contest in 1940, currently is 
appearing in here and holding 
harge of femme pcre 
the lecal war plants, 


Alex Cohen Takes 
Over ‘Meet People’ 


‘Meet the People,’ the intimate 
revue which had runs on the Coast 
and Broadway and played vaude 
and niteries as a tab, is now cone 
trolled by Alex Cohen, who last sea- 
-<on produced ‘Of V We Sing.” A 
tab version of ‘V’ opened at La- 
CC New York, last week. 

Danny Dare, on the Coast, controls 
‘Meet the People,’ and rents it for 
$300 a week royalty. Irving Yates 
nd Matty Rosen, who had the show 
in a tab version for 20-odd weeks, 
| dropped it when they couldn’t ne- 
cotiaie a revamp of the $300 royalty 
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Night Club Reviews 


—_—$——— 


Rainbow Garden, Chi 


Chicago, Sept. 4. 
Dean Murphy. Joe Frisco, Deane 
Janis, Corinne & Tito Valdez, Bal- 
lard & Rae, Martels & Mignon, Ruth 
Quinn, Chorus (25), Arne Barnett’s 
and Phil Levant’s Orchs. 





Charlie Hepp and Dave Branower | 
opened their Rainbow Garden thea-| 
(3) 


night 
not 


Thursday 
with a fanfare that did 
its shortcomings as a popular night 
rendezvous. 
It is a feat to present anything 
short of a spectacle in as huge a 
place as the Rainbow Gardens with 
any success. The dance ensembles, 


tre-restaurant 
hide 


adagio quartet and knockabout 
comedians, who are all over the 
stage, manage to get by. But the 


solo entertainers, stuck behind» a 
mike, are hurt by the bad acoustics 
to the point where they can hardly 
be understood. 

Mme. Lenore has done an excel- 
lent job of the costumes, which are 
original, bright and colorful. Nor 
are the routines of Corinne and Tito 
Valdez bad, although they strike no 
great heights in unusual choreogra- 
phy. But the public really came to 
see the stars of the revue, Dean 
Murphy, Joe Frisco and Deane Janis, 
and these fare rather badly. 


Joe Frisco doesn’t get to first base: 


here. His wisecracks, innuendos and 
throwaway-humor echoes back from 
the walls, making him virtually a 
tripie-talk comic. Only _ Frisco’s 
comic tap routine with the cigar 
and derby get the reaction he rates. 

Miss Janis, from radio, has a 
robust voice and a swingy song style, 
but her voice clangs harshly through 
the huge Garden room. She did 
several popular numbers to nice ap- 
plause, but obviously it was not this 
singer at her best. 

Happier performance is that of the 
Martels and Mignon, three men and 
a girl. A fine adagio act. Ballard 
and Rae are knockabout comedians 
who utilize tiny wheels on the soles 
of their shoes to skate crazily all 
over the stage. Pair takes consider- 
able punishment in prattfalls and 
slides, but garnered applause for 
their efforts. This is better than 
ordinary act, both being good 
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-CHEENADE SIMONE 


°° BDANCERS:=* 


Currently 
LATIN QUARTER, Chicago 


Dir.: Sol Tepper, RKO Bidg., N. Y. 





with a well- 


sense. 


} dancers on their skates 
| developed comedy 

Murphy, ' 
the Gardens. His art is a peculiar 
one and one must be able to see and 


impressionist, is lost at 


| Marines recently.) It’s a working job 
that Browning has. The dancers 
are so eager to perform their toe- 





double-reverse swings, 


| drops, 
rush under 


forth, that they literally 


' the canopy after the occasional brief 


} 


hear him clearly to appreciate his 
fine artistry Seated any distance 
from the stage. Murphy's cleve1 
{gestures and facial expressions are 
lost to the audience, and his voice} 
comes over the stepped-up mike} 
badly. 

Dance specialties, including ‘Chi- | 


cago’s Memory Lane,’ ‘The Naughty 
Can-Can’ and others, are nicely con- 
ceived and executed by dance prin- 
cipals and chorus. Arne Barnett 
land Phil Levant lead their orchestras 
|in sprightly, popular offerings and 
| provide adequate accompaniment for 
the performers. 


| Biz good for opening night. Loop. 


Broadmoor, Denver 


Hartzell Orch 


Denver, Sept. 4. 
Unique dine-dance spot is the 
Broadmoor, an outlying eStablish- 
ment about 15 minutes by unra- 


tioned gasoline from downtown Den- 
It is owned by a mother and 


ver. ] 
three sons, the Otts, of whom Eddie 
and George act as hosts while the 


third brother, John, an executive of 
a Denver catering house, is now a 


procurement captain in the air 

force. ; 
The mother, affable and white- 

haired, is regularly on the job as 


hostess, general boss and matriarch 
of the clan. The family enterprise 
has built up to its present dimen- 
sions and acceptance during the past 
17 years. The family were bonifaces 
and restaurateurs for decades in the 
east before coming west. 

The Broadmoor presents two in- 
teresting facets to the out-of-town 
eye: first, its general physical layout 


and, second, its exceptionally ele- 
gant and graceful ‘Viennese Mon- 
days,’ which provides a mass effect 





worthy of a Hollywood sequence. 


| The inside room for winter seats 
| 500, the outside garden capacity is 
800. Entirely enclosed with a high 


log stockade, the al fresco depart- 
ment is enhanced by landscaped Sur- 
roundings, flagstone walks througn 
shrubbery, lanters hanging from 
trees above the diners. 
for a dreamy environment in a town 
where it seldom rains. Premises are 
Lgpens five nights weekly in winter, 
six 


nights -in summer. 
$1.10 and $1.65 for non-diners, but on 
the Monday Viennese sessions the 
| attendance is restricted strictly to 
subscribers, about 100 couples. who 
appear in evening dress, many of the 
girls wearing ballet Slippers, by way 
of illustrating how seriously the 
| dancing is taken. 

Waltz nights are common enough 
all over the United States but dis- 
tinctly uncommon is the Broadmoor 
| version, in which the dancers per- 
form 10 or 12 different routines 
many of them quite intricate and all 
requiring group unity and precision 
Several of the more advanced devo- 
tees actually reveal lifts and adagio. 

There is a Special, excellent nine- 
piece orchestra for the Viennese 
dances {t is conducted by John 
Browning. who has been working for 
the Ott family for 10 years. His 
wife plays piano. (The jazz unit of 
five pieces on other nights is led 
| by Patsy Hartzell, who took over 
“when her husband went into the 








ZS 
we 
“<< 


v 


oS 

CL gE 

aoa 
oe 


See 


-o 





LOEW 





GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


, BUILDING ANNEX 
160 W. 46th St., N.Y.C. + BRyant 9-7800 













| 


| 


| 


| 
} 


| 





| 


| 





| 
| 


| 


| impresses 


intermissions. Browning has discov- 
ered the more rabid enthusSiasts 
holding a stopwatch on his smoke. 


and-heel patterns, their tricky heel- } 
and so} 


Waltzing and drinking don't mix 


too well at 5,500 altitude, so the Vi- 
ennese is not the Broadmoor’s most 
profitable evening, but it undoubt- 
edly is its most gracious and impres- 
sive event of the week. Land. 


BLUE ROOM, N. O. 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 


New Orleans, Sept. 5. 


Jan Savitt Orch, Gomez _ and 
Winona, Joe Martin, Pupi’s Latin 
American Dancers, Aline Thomson, 


Jack Murray, Gloria DeHaven, Paul 
Sutton. 





If the success of a show is meas- 
ured by how much the patrons en- 
joyed themselves, then the new of- 


John Browning Orch (9), Patsy| fering in the town’s leading noc- 
(5); $1.10-$1.65 cover.| turnal rendezvous is a nifty. 


Making its initial appearance in 
New Orleans, Jan Savitt’s orchestra 
for its workmanlike job 
on sweet and swing. The band de- 


votes itself entirely to tunemaking, 
eschewing the novelty fare which 
most outfits include. The’ band 


specializes in the sweet stuff but gets 
plenty hot at times. Arrangements 
are fine, and Savitt himself is a 
personable maestro. 

The dance department is capably 
handled by Gomez and Winona, a 
graceful pair who run the gamut of 
ballroom numbers from waltzes to 
rhumbas. They feature smooth flow- 
ing motion instead of trick effects, 
and their effortless grace takes the 
spectacular out of even their most 
difficult spins and whirls. That they 
were willing to come back several 
times on opening night, even to 
two numbers which they said hadn't 
been rehearsed, bears witness to 
both their popularity and amiability. 

Pupi’s Latin American dancers 
failed to arrive in time for the 
opener. They missed the train in 
New York when they were caught 
in Fiorello LaGuardia’s unsched- 
uled blackout. Caught later, sextet 
proved versatile dancers, getting 
nice hand. 


the 
thrill 


and voice 
while the males 


necessary zest 
the femmes, 


|also find his romantic ballads listen- 


It all makes | 
|\lads well. 
}an ear-soothing 


Dooy 
| nice response. 
Couvert is | 


|}and radio personalities. 


| Eleanor 


| Shelley 





able. 


voice which 


| 


} 


PALUMBO’S, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 
Frankie Schluth, Iris Wayne, 
Gloria French, Valentine, Smith & 
Boyd, Little Joe & Tiny Lou, Jean- 





imettes (12): Howard Reynolds Orch; 


no cover or minimum; dinners $1.25 
up. 


Frankie Palumbo continues to give 


\the most for the money in this burg. 
|Standout this sesh is Gloria French 
| (New Acts). 


} 


| has 


Iris Wayne, a talented terper who 
played the top spots around 


| Philly, dances smoothly, making the 
|most difficult steps seem effortless. 
| Smith and Boyd are a couple of 


| semi-spirituals 


sepia songsters whose forte are the 
like ‘Shortenin’ 


| Bread,’ ‘Great Day’ and ‘Hallelujah.’ 
| They have plenty of rhythm and a 





| 





got aj} 


willingness to please. 

Valentine has an amusing comic- 
magi act in which he impersonates a 
prestidigitator on a binge, picking up 
full jiggers of booze out of midair. 

Little Joe and Tiny Lou are hard- 
working jitterbugs who have more 
pep than a variety of steps. After a 
couple of minutes, the jivesters show 
off all the tricks they know and keep 
repeating themselves. It gets less 
amusing as they go on. 

Frankie Schluth continues as m.c., 
keeping the show moving at an even 
pace while he comes out each time 
in a different and more goofy cos- 
tume. He’s reputed to have a couple 
of hundred changes. 

The Jeannettes, house line, are 
neatly-groomed and fairly well rou- 
tined. Their best number is a patri- 
Otic finale, with the gals representing 
the different branches of the armed 
services. 

The Palumbo band, wanded by 
Howard Reynolds, ably accompanies 
the artists and plays for dancing. 
The house, as usual, almost filled to 
capacity when caught Wednesday. 

Shal. 


HAPPY HOUR, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 4. 


Ray Herbeck Orch (14) with 
Benny Stabler, Hal Munbarr, Judy 
Marshall; no cover or minimum. 


Ray Herbeck furnishes another of 


| ° . . 
Joe Martin, the band’s vocalist has| "* series of big entertainment and 
e ’ . rs at, aS | 

to | dance music 


values at this popular 
tariffs are reasonable 
no cover or minimum. 


where 
there's 


spot, 
and 


by him 
neapolis 
pheum 


on his initial Min- 
appearances at the Or- 
theatre and University of 


Jack Murray scored solidly with| Minnesota Prom a year ago, Her- 
his vocal imitations of band leaders | beck dishes out the sort of music and 


sonation of Busse’s trumpet playing 
is standout. Gloria DeHaven, pert 
singer with the band, and daughter 
of Carter DeHaven, the actor, also 
contributes some nice vocalizing 
Paul Sutton emceed show cap- 
ably. Liuz. 


LA CONGA, N. Y. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
H 
' 


; able melody. 


His imper-|Show which is relished by the masses 


that gather here. 
Orchestra personnel 
tremely young and it handles its 
musical assignments with enthu- 
Siasm. Comprising five brass, the 
Same number of saxes and three 
rhythm, the band is mostly on the 
swing side. The abundance of volume, 
nowever, doesn’t exclude the listen- 
Occasional concessions 


seems ex- 


|to the sweet stuff temper the pro- 


Jack Gilford, Estelita, Ty Kearney, | 


Bagley, Lee Barrie, Adele 


Jerome, Marty Ritt, Connie Baxter, | 
Kay Dowd, Ray Long, Bobby Lange, | 


Winters: Saccassas Orch: 
Jack Harris Orch; $2-$2.50 minimum. 


Any similarity between ‘Of V We 
Sing,’ current here, and the 
of the same appears to have 
been avoided as far as possible. Ex- 
cept for retention of the title and a 
couple of minor production numbers, 
it’s a comparatively new presenta- 
tion. Bolstered by Jack Gilford and 
Estelita, the current tab revue adds 
up to pleasant, though by no means 
sock, divertissement and leoks set 
for a moderately profitable stay. 

Gilford, known principally for his 
work in ‘Meet People,” is, of 
course, standout. Most hilarious bits 
in the revue are from Gilford’s stock 
repertoire, by far his best being the 


legiter 
name 


the 





| 
| 


takeoff on the sleepy subway com- | 


muter who can’t keep his eyes open 


}even when a gal with attractive gams 


parks herself across the aisle. This 


;}number, combined with Gilford’s re- 
| enactment of scenes from horror pic- 


| tures, 





constitutes an 
tine by itself for 
nitery bookings. 

Ty Kearney, lanky tapper, follows 
for a brief interlude, preceding an 
indifferent baseball number in which 
all members of the cast appear. 
Eleanor Bagley, Lee Barrie and 
Adele Jerome are a singing trio who 
do a mild satire on the Andrews Sis- 
ters, while Gilford teams with Marty 
Ritt later for an old-time vaude rou- 
tine labeled ‘Flotsam and Jetsam,’ 
singing ‘Never Kill Your Mother On 
Mother’s Day.’ Ray Long and Kay 
Dowd lead off the jitterbug finale 
with Lee Barrie singing the title 
song. 

Spotted next to closing Estelita 
vivacious Latin-American songstress 
and terper, virtually tied up the 
show, being forced to remain on the 
floor for two encores. Friday (4) 
night. Dark-haired charmer does a 
polite cooch that went over big. 
Mori. 


excellent 
either 


rou- 
vaude or 


> 





ceedings. 

Herbeck fronts the band nicely 
and in Benny Stabler he has a 
standout trumpeter. The band’s 
singers, Hal Munbarr and Judy Mar- 
shall, are adequate. 

Band numbers include bang-up ar- 
rangéments of such danceable tunes 
as ‘Silver Wings’ and ‘Jingle, Jangle.’ 
The gang itself provides the entire 
half-hour floor show, during which 
it goes in for considerable glee club 
and novelty stuff. A ‘dancing debu- 
tramps’ number, with the boys of- 
fering amusing feminine impersona- 
tions as they essay a bit of hoofing, 


is an effective comedy interlude. 
Stabler burns things up with a hot 
trumpet solo, a jazz arrangement of 
‘Carnival of Venice,’ and with his 
impressions of Clyde McCoy, Harry 
James and Henry Busse. He had 
to beg off. 

Munbarr’s best vocalizing is in an 
original number, “The Millionaire 
Received His Questionnaire.’ Miss 
Marshall warbles well enough to 
make ‘Miss You’ and ‘Idaho’ heavy 
applause landers. 

A full room for the midnight per- 
formance caught. Rees. 


Vogue Terrace, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 1. 

Art Farrar Orch (10), Standlers, 
Healy & Mack, Gayle _ Robins, 
Kathryn Duffy Revue, Joe Ray; $1 
cover. 

Vogue Terrace is Pittsburgh's new- 
est nitery and just about the best- 
looking spot the local cafe belt’s ever 
lamped. Of the theatre-restaurant 
type, modeled pretty closely after 
Earl Carroll’s in Hollywood al- 
though there’s no bar in the back, it 
seats around 1,300, with the big 
stage at the bottom of the bowl used 
for dancing. It’s been warmly and 
effectively lighted and there’s a per- 
fect view of the show from every 
table in the room. 

Bill Householder, 
previous experience in niteries, is 
|said to have sunk around $100,000 
|into the Vogue Terrace. Looks it, 
| too; for there are few rooms any- 
where so attractive. Huge walls, 
while tastefully painted, still seem a 
little bare and some good-looking 
murals might help. Lighting for the 
entertainment is still on a temporary 
basis, with the floods and spots being 
moved to front of stage at beginning 
of each performance, but otherwise 








without any 


it's an up-to-date, first-class plant, 
with one of the best p.a. systems 
around, 


Householder’s the only guy in the 
district collecting a cover charge, 
buck a head, since everywhere else, 
with exception of downtown Nixon 
Cafe, where the price is four bits, 
there's a minimum. An_ unusual 
operator, too, since the buck goes 
seven nights a week (Vogue Terrace 
also operates Sundays) and doesn’t 
hike, as is generally the case, on 
weekends. But for the greenback, 
customers get their money’s worth 
since there’s a show that's first-class 
and heavily talented. 

Kathryn Duffy Revue is a flash 
'dance act. with a mistress of cere- 
|monies (Gayle Robins), a dozen 
|girls, most of them classy lookers 

double in ensemble numbers 





who 


Aline Thomson sells her bal-| Duplicating the favorable impression} and solo specialties, and a young boy 
She possesses looks and} made 


(Continued on page 37) 
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- 
| little minx who sings, dances, clowns 
|}and plays a mean piano. 

The revuette has everything. Orig- 


+ . 
Night Club Reviews | inal lyrics, some good and some a 


Continued from page 36 trifle on the corny side. The dance 
U T p mare is taken care of by 
° j -a-ni -mi é , a hot conga-artist, and more 
ogue Terrace itt acts in the three-a-night, 60-minute | arey, a 
Vv 8g hel show. Half a house at the opening | PO!te terpwork by Dee Rogers. 
who does a two-act with one of the 




















for a modern ‘rock and ride’ refrain | 
that shows their versatility. Mar-! 
garet Hall follows with 


oe 


some blue! 
lyrics, not too well done. 
Eddie Rector, a top hoofer of the} 
20s, w ick an i Ss a 
sim a ee ne ae ene Mag | around $98,000, but it is intended to 
now making his comeback. From)split the lower floor, with rear sec- ' 
the moment he steps onto the stage; tions priced at $3.30. In that event 
he shows much of his former class. 


‘Army’ | 


Continued from page 























Di Ne ll ate 





: , (dinner) filled out to turnaway biz ;, COmtralto Dorothy Whitney, 
dames. Costuming looks like some- 


thing out of a top-notch Broadway 
revue, and routines, while not too 
strikingly original, are satisfactory. 
Best moments in the Duffy turn are 


the audience participation numbers, 
especially a Maypole finale in which 
half a dozen fellows from the pews 
are brought up and made to behave 
like kids on a lark. It’s a great how! 
for those out front. 

The Kathryn Duffy Revue will be 
permanent for some time, but acts 
change weekly. Currently head- 
liners are Stadlers, a crack dancing 
team leaning to the novelty end. 
Other turn is Healy and Mack, man 
and woman who get off some swell 
stuff on the bars. Male half is also 
an engaging comic and delivers some 
pleasant gagging while he’s perched 
up high. 

Vogue Terrace spending most of 
its dough on the show, using chiefly 
local bands for a fortnight each. 
Present crew is Art Farrar’s, and 
all right, too, in every department. 
Gabe D’Amico, sax formerly with 
Raymond Scott, is also  batoning 
here while band’s singer is Joe Fay, 
just a Kid but with a nice voice. 
Vocals during the revue, 80 minutes 
long and presented twice nightly, are 
handled by Gayle Robins, the m.c. 
who, registers adequately on both 
counts, 

Biz since spot opened short time 
ago has been sensational. House- 
holder’s test will come in the win- 
ter since Terrace is a bit of a jump 
from downtown, nearly 17 miles. 

Cohen. 





ESQUIRE, MONTREAL 


Montreal, Sept. 3. | 

Jon Nicols, Walter Donahue, Lao & | 
Monsita, Esquirettes, Line (8), Show- | 
girls (6), Armand Meerte Orch (7);| 


for t.e midnight performance. 

. ,lter Donahue emcees and 
makes a smooth personality job of 
it. A pleasant-sounding voice with 


nice control and assured manner 
puts him over, Towards closing he 
does eccentric taps tht had the 


crowd calling for mor». 

Jon Nicols, billed as a Metropoli- 
tan Opera star, which he most cer- 
tainly is not, cannot rate the billing, 
tut has a robust baritone that needs 
no mike; he would be well advised 
tc dispense with it. Stepping up his 
voice artificially he gives it harsh 
overtones. The vigor of his singing 
is shown in ‘Beguine,’ which earned 
him an encere and merited the solid 
audience approval. 

Lao and Monsita, boy and girl 
Cuban cance team in Latin-Ameri- 
can rhythms, wowed the mob with 


some of the swiftest terping seen in | 


these parts. So t shoes on highly pol- 
ished floor gave him skating and 
skiing effects and this, done effort- 
lessly and at speed, at once caught 
on with the crowd. They gave out 
an authentically tropical aura that 
stirred the crowd clean out of its 
nc-thern coldness. 

The Esquirettes rate a bow for 
their precisior. stepology, eye-filling 
wardrobes, figures and clever pro- 
gramming. They got a good response 
at each appearance. 

Armand Meerte orch 


has an 


which, despite losses to the army, | 
nice | 


is right on its toes, doing a 
job of support to the acts and han- 
dling its patron dance assignments 
well. Olive Garrard provides pleas- 
an interludes at . e Novachord. 
Biz good at this viewing. Lane. 


EMBASSY, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 3. 
Anne Rubert, Dorothy 














| joved. 


| opened here. 
| crime wave, muggers, etc., are 





| off second best. 
Whitney, | who 


formerly of the ‘By Jupiter’ com- 
pany, is pleasing with her tuneful 
renditions of ‘You Go to My Head,’ 


jand a couple of novelty numbers. 
; Other canary on the bill is Grace 
| Edwards, 


whose forte is the more 
zingy rhythms. 

The finale has the entire cast, led 
by Miss Rubert and Clifford, in a bit 
called ‘Born to Swing.’ 

Embassy’s air-cooled Monkey Bar 
was jammed when caught.  Shal. 


MURRAIN’S, N. Y. 


(HARLEM) 


Willie Bryant, Eddie Rector, Sam 
Theard, Norton & Norton, Maxine 
Johnson, Margaret Hall, Taft Jordan 
Orch (7), Line (8): $1 minimum 
weekends. 





Frank Lezama, manager of this 
spot, has been talking for months 


|about putting in a topnotch colored 
|show and going after the downtown 


trade that the Harlem spots once en- 
Last week (3) a top layout, 
by Harlem standards at any rate, 
Now if the Harlem 


brought under control, the ofay 
tourists may venture north of 110th 
street again. 

There’s a new band, headed by 
Taft Jordan of the Chick Webb and 
Ella Fitzgerald combos, a new line 
of girls a trio of okay acts and, for a 
change, Willie Bryant, the m.c., has 
someone with whom to work. He 
stands out. Only weak spots on the 
bill are the singers. 

Show opens with the line and 
Maxine Johnson getting together on 
‘Marie,’ with the songstress coming 
Next is Sam Theard, 
chatter with 


swaps comedy 


Olive Garrard; No Cover, $1-$1.50| Grace Edwards, Dee Rogers, Charey,| Bryant and does an original novelty 


minimum, 


This 
cafes, 


most intimate c. 
seating 400 


Montreal's | 
weekends and, | 


more comfortably, 300 other nights, | 


features dancing in current 
And audiences are éating it up. This 
takes in the Esquirettes who do two 
niftily wardrobed and one scanties 





| George Clifford, House Line (6); Pat} song. 
| Shevlin Orch; no cover or minimum,| other specialty, ‘Give It Up.’ 
| works in comedy garm and is solid 


dinners $1.50 wp. 





George Clifford, the Embassy’s fix- | 
show. | ture m.c., has dished up another of 


his miniature revues. This one is 
tagged ‘Life of the Party’ and it fea- 


He was called back for an- 
He 


with the laughs all the way. 
A production number’ around 
‘Perfidia’ brings Norton and Norton 


|on for three exceptionally good rou- 
| tines of ballroom terping. 


For an 


tures blonde Anne Rubert, a talented 'encore they drop the Latin rhythms 





His tapping is deft and smooth, his | 
waltz clog a nifty to watch, his sand | 
dance the: epitome of knowledge. | 
and Ralph} 


Back in 1928 Rector 
Cooper, as duo dancers, played the 
Broadway Palace, and did well. Rec- 


tor apparently has picked up where} 


he left off. 
Jordan’s orch is exceptionally gocd 


| playing the show and for the patron 


dancing. They play a lot of sweet, 
unusual for these spots, as well as 
loud and hot. Jordan’s trumpeting 
is featured. Fran. 

















| Lynn Farnol 


Continued from page 
is apparently taking, seemingly just 
because he was once a movie press- 
agent, makes tired, it must 
others. And I can't hold with pundit 


me as 


Dorothy Thompson’s observation that | 


> 


the army doesn’t want ‘promotion. 

Who said so? 

How are War Bonds sold except 
by good old-fashioned show business 
promotion? 

How are recruits lined up for the 
Air Corps and the Navy except 
through Hollywood promotion? What 
helped Air Corps recruiting more 
than Jimmy Stewart's picture? And 
does Clark Gable’s recent Army en- 
listment hurt the Army? 

What was General Dootlittle’s trip 
and the awarding of medals in all of 
these public ceremonies? 

What about the Army-Navy 
awards to industrial plants? 

But somebody's head had to fall 
to save somebody's face in the Great 
Hoax Marker Case, so Farrol looks 
it. Jack Forrester. 





Cap, Toledo, Resumes 


Toledo, Sept. 8. 
Capitol opened its burlesque sea- 
son here, with Bill Collins as man- 
ager. Four shows daily, with mid- 
night show Saturday. Wrestling 
bouts added every Friday night. 


|for 10 days, starting Sept. 





the approximate gross will be $85,000, 
Mastbaum has 2,379 seats on the first 
floor. 

In Washington, where the ‘Army 
will play the National, capacity gross 


ED 


Gov’t’s Big ‘Army’ Cut 








‘This is The Army’ is piling up 
great sums for the Army Emer- 
gency Fund at the Broadway, 
N. Y., and the Government tax 
department is also getting a 
goodly slice of the takings. Dur- 
ing July the admissions taxes, 
totaled $18,993, and for August 
the 10% tax on tickets amounted 
to $22,230. 

There was a slight tilt of the 
mezzanine scale in August, also 
three more playing days, which 
explains why the tax was great- 
er for that month. 








on the week can be $45,150 for seven 
performances, but the date will be 
29, and 


ihere will be four matinees and a 
Sunday will be played, too. Show 


is scaled at $5.50 for that stand, the 
first night top being $16.50, which 
should mean a $15,324 opening. Total 
for the Washington date is figured to 
reach the $97,000 mark. 

Tom Bodkin will travel with 
‘Army’ as general manager, acting 
for A. L. Berman, who is the g.m. 
of the outfit. Sergeant Car] Fisher is 
company manager. 


OK for Femmes in S. F. 


San Francisco, Sept. 8. 

The Board of Supervisors decided 
that women shouldn’t be _ shooed 
away from the bar to tables in tav- 
erns or unescorted women banned 
from the drinkeries, after all. 

The supervisors defeated resolu- 
tions proposing the State Board of 
Equalization, liquor enforcement 
body, be requested to clamp one of 
these anti-women measures on the 
city. 
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WILLIE SHORE 
Comedy, Dancing 
Paramount, N. Y. 


Making his 


time existing. 


goes 


with the 


which he 
tomer, 


as props. 
fanatic, 
his closing, 
dance 
Pat Rooney’s 


them. 
Shore 





is 









east, Willie Shore is dancing comedian 
with material and ability for the best 


ing night he seored big and had diffi- 
culty getting away. 

Shore opens with gags that sell and 
into a novelty sequence dealing 
importance of hands. 

Tops with a softshoe dance that lands 
strongly and then does a novelty bit in 
impersonates a waiter, cus- 
proprietor and bouncer 
eatery, using a small table and chair 
Impersonations of machine 
various 
all as bits and for laughs, follow. For 
Shore 
routines, 
waltz clog, 
does those bells as well as Pat ever did 


definite comer. 


V 


first appearance 





in the 







When caught here open- 














in an 

















film stars, birds, etc., 






goes into additional 
the blowoff being 
in which he 






with 
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‘Ice-Capades Whams in Premiere 


At Madison Sq. Garden; Costs 1756 





——+ 


7 a4 gagement. She’s surprisingly good 

By JOE SCHOENFELD gagemen 
: 'on the blades, but, even more im- 
Arena Managers Assn. presenta-| tant is the better effect of her 


tion staged by Chester Hale; Cos-| 
tumes eonenee oe Pres | ; oti ficult when she’s planted on her 
“h under direction of Jeron ‘ ge . 
Ma hall: at Madison Square Garden, | feet; on ice it's doubly so, and looks 
Y.. Se d Sept. 11-20; $2.75) 1 She wowed the preview audi- 
se Y., Sept. 4-9 and Sept. 20; $2.75 | oo ce. 
Dp. . . . = e t 
‘ast: Betty Brown, Patti Phillipi,) Jackson, Jr., doing the same ac 
a Tooate. tenlin Benoit & Eldon as his late father, even down to the 
Adair, Ashley Badger & Arthur smallest gestures, is a comedy stand- 


routine. Her juggling is plenty dif- 


| bers and had to beg off. 


to handle the vocals. Jesse and 
James (new acts) follow with their 
acro-hoofing routines. Tim Moore 
| and George Wiltshire handle the 
|comedy in a straight patter routine 
‘down in one that delivers nice 
‘laughs. Millinder orch is then back 
| with ‘Sunny Side of the Street’ and a 
|hot version of ‘Rustles of Spring,’ 
|with Tab Smith taking the former 
for an alto-sax solo. 

Sister Tharpe is the first show 
stopper with her hot guitar and a 
trio of tunes, “Rock Me,’ ‘That's All’ 
and ‘Tali Skinny Poppa,’ all favorites 
with the customers. Edwards Sis- 
ters (new acts) on next with some 
nice tapping. 

Then the Four Inkspots. They 
stick to their tried and true num- 


Millinder, as m.c., has two faults. 
He talks in his chin, which is no 





rj i Flaig, Trixie, Dick| out. From all appearances, the be- 
| agg Smee 5 Adele Inge, Eric|loved tramp routine that Jackson, 
Waite, Phil Taylor, Robert Dench &/Sr., made famous around the world 
Rosemarie Stewart, Maryan ‘Red’| will survive for many more years. | 
McCarthy, Larry Jackson & Bernie; The son, now 26, was arduously | 
Lynam, Bobby Specht, Donna At-| trained in the act by his father and 
wood, Joe Jackson, Jr., Vera Hruba,| perfected so close a copy of make- 
‘Chuckie’ Stein, Lois Dworshak,| up that it was impossible to tell 
Murray Twins, Orrin Markhus &! which was which. Thus the kid 
Irma Thomas; 47 Ice-Capets; 24 Ice-| once doubled in several shows for 
Cadets. his father at the Radio City Music 
Hall without the management or 
backstage crew being hep. Work- ! 
ing here in the mist coming off the | 
ice, it appeared as though Jackson, | 
Jr., was a ghost actor. He's that close | 
a copy of his father. 

Jackson comes on skating, doing 
the comedy dance, then doffs the 
skates to slip into the familiar, but 
ever fresh, puckish business of 
stealing a breakaway bicycle. He 
got howls at this viewing, the ice 
being no handicap to his screwball 
stunting on the bike, and tremen- 
dous applause at the bowoff. 


There’s another good comedy turn 
in the show in the person of Larry 
Jackson (no relation to the tramp 
comedian) and Bernie Lynam, whose 
‘awkward rookie’ routine on the 
blades espécially tickled the uni- 
formed men in the house. Many of 
their stunts are remindful of Frick 
and Frack, of the Shipstad-Johnson 
show, but they have enough on their 
own to make one overleok the imi- 
tative blade bits. 

Al Surrette does a good skating 
job in  golliwog makeup, while 
Maryan ‘Red’ McCarthy, completely 
covered in silver paint, provides a 
good flash in a speed-skating, ballet- 
type routine. Eric Waite, still an- 
other comedy skater, is also a stand- 
out, especially in girl's makeup in 
a ballet school skit. Vera Hruba, a 
Czech, is a pretty blonde, but not 
a very graceful skater, while Lois 
Dworshak gets across chiefly be- 
cause the jive music accompanying 
her simple rhythm routine is such 
a sharp contrast to the polite com- 
positions for the other performers. 
She’s young and a nifty brunet 
looker—but she milks her bows like 
a veteran. At the preview she evi- 
dently was much annoyed with ma- 
estro Jerome Mayhall—and her 
showing it was hardly professional. 

Robert Dench and Rosemarie 
Stewart, in two precision ballroom 
routines, clearly indicate that they | 
are among the show’s best skaters. | 

1s 51%, is the owner of this show| They were among the top applause | 
and is a striking example of the ‘big| Winners. Bobby Specht and Donna 
business’ stature of ice shows. Three| Atwood also get an opportunity for | 
years ago, Harris and six other arena | 4 double-routine, but their nice skat- | 
men each put up $5,000 and pro-|ing is handicapped by an overlong | 
duced the first ‘Ice-Capades’ on aj; running time | 
comparative shoestring. 





This is the third annual edition of | 
‘Ice-Capades,’ but the first time it 
has been able to secure a date at 
Madison Square Garden. A lavish 
production, representing around 
$175,000 in costumes and scenery, its 
also a fine rink entertainment and 
should draw good biz in New York— 
if N. Y. will take an arena show of 
this type so early in the new season. 
Usually the ice shows play here in 
mid-winter, both the Shipstad & 
Johnson and Sonja Henie outfits 
drawing huge coin, but early Sep- 
tember is admittedly a poor date in 
the non-air cooled Garden. 


A special preview for the N. Y. 
press and nearly 10,000 army and 
naval officers, servicemen, their 
wives and sweethearts was given last 
Wednesday night (2). The regular 
engagement itself didn’t start until 
—— (4), but the preview, even 
though it was hardly more than a 
dress rehearsal, uncovered remark- 
ably few snags. Aside from an ever- 
Jong closing first-half production 
number, it was a wholly satisfying 
presentation. Chester Hale, who 
staged and conceived the entire pro- 
duction, rates an extra bow for 
bringing such a host of amateur 
skaters to such a high point of per- 
formance excellence. 

Last year the second edition of 
*Ice-Capades’ was staged at Conven- 
tion Hall, Atlantic City, rehearsing 
for one month in between per- 
formances of the first production. 
Similar plans were made for this 
year, but then came the Army Air 
Force’s takeover of virtually all pub- 
lic places at the resort and a last- 
minute change in plans was in order. 
Not only was the one-month date 
of the °42 ‘Ice-Capades’ cancelled in 
A.C., but a new rehearsal spot for 
the new edition had to be found. 
The new rink at Hershey, Pa., got 
the order, and that’s where this 
tre me worked out for six weeks. 

Arena Mers., Assn., of which John 
weg Pittsburgh theatre operator, 








One of the nicest touches in any | 
the show cost five times as much} ice show is provided by the team 
and. over a 40-week route, should! of Orrin Markhus and Irma Thomas. | 


This year} 
1 


easily earn that back and plenty of| He’s a hefty, baldish, mature guy | 
profit besides. The only possible| and a dead-ringer for film actor 
drawbacks will be a more acute r.r.;Gene Lockhart; she’s a matronly 


transportation shortage, which would} blonde with an infectious smile, and 
be a hard blow for this seven-car| they provide a neat contrast with 
show, and the army draft, which has; the youngsters. Together they are 
been picking off the boys in the cast.|a pleasing picture and their smooth. | 
Some 14 lads have already gone from | effortless swing waltz skating adds | 
ice to khaki and there are plenty} to the visual delight. 
mre in the cast who are eligible. The ensemble routines are all good 
On the production end, especially} and not complicated, the young 
fn the costume department, this ‘Ice-| male and femme skaters making few | 
Ce2>ades’ is in a class by itself, more! m preview night. Most of 
lavish by far than the Shipstad-|*em are appearing professionally for | 





micstokec 
mistaxes 


Johnson ‘Ice Follies’ and Sonja} the first time and it’s evident that 
Henie’s annual rink shows to date.| Chester Hale tried to steer clear of | 
The wedding scene closing the first-| intricate routines The wedding | 
half of ‘Ice-Capades’ is the finmest| scene ending the first half is about | 
production number yet seen in an|the toughest. and they carrv it | 
entertainment of this type The| through okay; second hardest is the | 


over-drawn fairy tale sequence lead- | 
ing to it is a drawback, however, 
that should be quickly remedied. For 
the finale, ‘Ice-Capades’ comes up 
with another beaut, a mammoth} 
Cohanesque touch of patriotism that 
emobloys the flags of the United Na- 
tions and a gigantic pinwheel effect | 
of the U. S. banner. It pulls the| 
patrons to their feet, applauding. and | 
the playing of the National Anthem | 
he's 'em that way. 

us the fine visual job, this rink | ; 
procuction indicates a new trend for; Four Ink Spots, Sister Tharpe, Ed- 
ce shows by leaning heavily on! wards Sisters (2), Tim Moore and 
the vaudeville | George Wiitshire, Jesse & James, 


opening drum corps flash, and this 
also gets across. The patriotic 
finale, of course, is a natural. 

At $2.75 top, this is as good an 
entertainment buy as any New 
Yorker will see in ice shows this 
year. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 





vaudeville and 





formula. Thus two stage acts, Joe; Lucky Millinder Orch (44); ‘Sub- 
Jackson, Jr., and Trixie, are among| ™arine Raider’ (Col). 

the biggest clicks in the show. 

There’s still another vaude touch in This Harlem vauder reopened 


the takeoff on the wired-act idea of 
Collins and Hart of the old Keith 
days. Here it’s being done by Leary 
and Flaig and the audience doesn’t 
get hep until the invisible piano wire 
pulls one of the acrobats into the 
thin air. It's a corking novelty 
surprise. 

Trixie, a cute little blonde and 


| Sept. 4, after a summer layoff, with 
its usual all-colored show. Layout 
is entertaining and looks plenty okay 
for box-office. Lucky Millinder, the 
inkspots and Sister Tharpe, heading 
se bill, are responsible for the fine 

iz. 

Millinder gets the ball rolling with 


. I three tunes, a jumping ‘Little John 
standard ball-juggler in the stage Silver,’ a mellow version of ‘Sweet 


show theatres, spent six months| Someone’ and ‘Are You Ready,’ with 
learning how to skate for this en- Trevor Bacon doubling from guitar 





j}and some boogie-woogie. 


help in trying to figure out his in- 


troductions, and his too energetic 
wanding detracts from the acts 
whom he’s accompanying. Fran, 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 5. 





The Acromaniacs (3), Jerry 
Cooper, Sue Ryan, Larry Adler, 
Felice Iula House Orch (13); ‘Talk 
of the Town’ (Col). 





This talented lineup whips up 48! 
minutes of potent entertainment. | 
Somewhat heavy on the music end, | 
it nevertheless builds in solid fashion | 
to a rousing finish by Larry Adler, | 
who brings the curtains down to 
highly audible signs of satisfaction 
from the stubholders. 

With house orch on stage, Jerry 
Cooper weaves in and out as straight- 
forward emcee, opening the layout 
with an elaborate vocal of ‘Who.’ 
Brings on the Acromaniacs, trio of 
youthful tumblers and  ballancers 
who smash over in a swift routine 
of smart tricks nicely sprinkled with 
comedy. Lads are new here. 
On strength of appearance here they 
should be able to keep working in 


every phase of showbusiness and 
help provide an answer to. the 
gloomy epitaph-writers who keep 


wondering what's become of vaude. 
Tied matters up tighter than a drum 
when caught. 

Cooper takes hold of the deuce for 
more singing and rings the bell 
nicely with legit handling of ‘Sleepy 
Lagoon,’ ‘Aiways In My Heart,’ ‘One 
Dozen Roses’ and ‘Melancholy Baby.’ 
Has a pleasing presence and gets the 
limit out of a lyric. Makes a some- 
what difficult spot for Sue Ryan to 
follow with more vocalizing, but she 
takes hold from the tee-off for a 
highly pleasing niche. Caught here 
on numerous previous shows, this 
clever gal has never failed to whack 


out a solid impression. She has a 
sense of comedy, can handle lines 
and knows how to use her very 
legitimate pipes On her current 


visit she is doing impressions of the 
magazine-cover girls, a torch singer 
in an oOverarranged pop, an opera 
diva and a comedy conga song. Had 
to beg off. 
Adler, back in his home town, 
closes and makes the harmonica vive 
out with versions of ‘Beguine,’ 
Ravel's ‘Bolero,’ ‘Blues in the Night’ | 
Gets some | 
pointed help at the ivories on the| 





latter by Len Hobbs, of the house| 
crew, who is no slouch himself with | 
the hep stuff. Encores with a pot-| 
pourri of requests. Has added some| 
talk to his stint and handles it nicely 
Biz very big. Burm, 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago. Sept. 4 

Blackstone, Borrah Minevitch’s 

Harmonica Rascals, Harry Savoy, the 

Five Herzogs; ‘Remember 
Harbor’ (Rep). 


Peart 


Departing from its policy of pre- 
senting top name bands, the Orien- 
tal this week brings a varied, color- 


ful bill into the house. It all spells 


entertainment 


Five Herzogs are a showy quintet 
of 4 7a -£ “~ 1. + ; 
t thapeze periormer: f’ piant in 


the audience comes on Stage dressed 
in street clothes and wows the spec- 
tators with skillful ‘fumbling’ in mid- 
air. 

Harry Savoy, a slow-paced comic. | 
appeals to the audience with earthy. 
innuendo-type humor His act is 
made up of humorous patter, imita- | 
tions of various popular comedy 
characters, a bit of singing and gen- 


eral clowning. He was well-re- 
ceived. 
Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica 


Rascals knock about through some 
hilarious fun and music. But in the 
Serious vein, their rendition of 
‘Sleepy Lagoon’ and ‘Always In My 
Heart’ is beautifully done. A series 
of inanities perpetrated by the gang, 
while one of their number seriously 
renders an aria from ‘Pagliacci, 
highlights the act. 





Blackstone brings a varied and 
mystifying array of tricks to the| 
Oriental stage. Among the most! 


sensational are his Hindu rope trick, | 
his disappearing bird cage, plunging | 
swords through a box containing a 
beautiful girl, bringing bouquets of 
colorful flowers from a cloth previ- 
ously shown to be empty, etc. His 
authoritative appearance and strik- 
ing white hair lend authenticity to 
ithe act, as ever. F 








| Biz strong. Loop. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Will Osborne Orch with Mari- 
anne; Charioteers (5); Willie Shore, 
Knight Sisters (2); ‘Holiday Inn 








(Par), reviewed in ‘Variety, June 
18, °1942. 

Will Osborne’s orch and_ the 
Charioteers (5) replace Skinnay 


Ennis and the Inkspots for the last 
fortnight of ‘Holiday Inn. Ennis 
and Inkspots had to leave because of 
prior commitments. Willie Shore 
and the Knight Sisters are holdovers 
from the opening bill five weeks 
back. 

Stage show is solid all the way. 
Orch does as well with sweet tunes 
as with the jump stuff, and it’s all 
ably paced by the unobtrusive sing- 
ing maestro.* Osborne does one tune, 
‘My Devotion,’ to click response. 

Marianne, the orch’s_ vocalist, 
gets over on two tunes. She's a tall 
blonde and works in a simple black 


gown that emphasizes her looks. | 
Voice is strong and full. Dick 
Shanahan, drummer, and Gill 
Stevens, pianist, get a tune with 


which to show their instrumental 
stuff; they deliver to the hilt. 

The Charioteers close socko. Their 
four numbers include the familiar 
‘Amen’ and ‘Ride, Red, Ride.’ They 
sing a newcomer, ‘Fight with Uncle 
Sam,’ to wind up the show. 

Knight Sisters, of course, are still 
big scorers with their slick adagio 
acrobatics. Shore, the hoofing comic, 
continues to beg off. He did three 
encores when caught and still had 
trouble getting away. 

Biz great though pic goes into its 
sixth week today (Wednesday). 


Music Box, H’wood 








Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

‘Swing Shift Revels, presented by 
Harry Abbott; features Carmen 
D’ Antonio, Joe DeRita, Herbie Borris, 
Lee Trent, Step Bros. (4), Caprino 
Sisters (3), Darby & Ardel!. Marvis 
Nimms, the Hackers (2), Fid Gor- 
don, Chorus Girls (24), Chorus Boys 
(6); $2.20 top. 





‘Swing Shift Revels,’ programmed 
as ‘A musical comedy revue highly 
scrambled,’ opened at the Music Box 
theatre here tonight (5). It is some- 
what like what Harry Abbott, Jr., 
its producer, describes it ‘Scrambled.’ 
its producer, describes it: ‘Scrambled.’ 


STRAND, N. Y. 





Dick Jurgens Orch (15) with 
Buddy Moreno, Harry Cool; Walter 
Nillson, Lynn, Royce & Vanya, 
‘Across the Pacific’ (WB), reviewed 
im ‘Variety,’ Aug. 19, °42. 








| Combination of a_ well-received 
| film and Dick Jurgens band, plus 
‘other acts on the stage, should spell 

big business for the Strand. The 
| Stage show, running approximately 

48 minutes, is a fast, neatly paced 
| Session that bangs the bell all the 
| way. 
| Jurgens’ orchestra is playing its 
| first theatre date in the New York 
area and the group proves to be as 
| solidly entertaining, both musically 
j}and otherwise, as it was on its re- 
leent booking at Frank Dailey’'s 
| oatowsenen Club, Cedar Grove, 
| When caught Jurgens’ mob had a 
tough time following a_ half-hour 
;Sale' of bords by Martin Block, 
| WNEW, N. Y,, record spinner, but in 
|short order it had overcome the 
| handicap and put the audience in the 
| proper mood. ‘Ragtime Cowboy Joe’ 
j}and an exceptionally good arrange- 
|ment of ‘Pagan Love Song’ did the 
|trick. From there in it was a breeze. 

This band comes up with a lot of 
;}ecomedy tricks which sell it com- 
| pletely, and when it offers such 
| things as its standout arrangement of 
Ravel's ‘Bolero’ (an exceptienal 
jlighting job), the impact of the 
| three-trumpet, two-trombone, five- 
sax, four-rhythm combination is twe 
'fold. Same goes for other pop tunes 
like ‘One Dozea Roses’ (which Lou 
| Quadling, pianist, wrote along with 
‘Careless,’ ‘Do You Care,’ 
‘Idaho,’ and others. 

Harry Cool does a neat vocal job 
on ‘Stage Door Canteen,” another 
standard, ‘Temptation,’ and ‘Gal in 
Kalamazoo.” Buddy Moreno, who 
sells his stuff with a wealth of per- 
sonality, does ‘Roses,’ ‘Insect Song’ 
and ‘I Said No.’ Last is dated, but 
his delivery and a new punchline 
make it highly acceptable. 

Walter Nilsson, unicyclist, is a 
strang® act to find in such close 
quarters as the Strand pit platform. 
His ability, chatter and wheeled 
gadgets get him over with room to 
spare. 

Lynn, Royce and Vanya are still a 
clever act. Trio offers expertly 
done knockabout that has the house 
in an uproar virtually the entire 
time they’re on. They work hard 


etc.), 





sense, though it has blackouts, musi- 
cal numbers and vaude specialties. 


It was rehearsed for several weeks, | 


with a final session opening day see- | 
ing seven cast members out 
vaude acts replacing. 

It’s a show that cost plenty. Its} 
scenic embellishments are worthy of 
a real production. It has cast of 
close to 50, but when one figures | 
that they are asking $2.20 a copy, it | 
just doesn’t fit in that class. Abbott, 
brother of Bud Abbott, who likely} 
is financing enterprise evidently, | 
along with those associated with} 
him, could not hit on common de- 
nominator. Result is a hodge-podge | 
affair that has terrific nut which it} 
would be hard to balance in this} 
small theatre of less than a thou-| 
sand seats even though they are try- 
ing the novel stunt of giving two 
shows nightly, one at 8:30 and 
other 1:30 for swing shift workers, 


| which have become pretty good thea- 


tre patrons after performing 
tasks in defense plants here. 
Principals in who do Y 
tually all the work in blackouts and 
comedy scenes are Joe DeRita, who} 
has a new comedy sense and works 
along lines of Victor Moore, but 
at times goes over to antics of Lou, 
Costello in subdued manner. Other 
comic, Herbie Borris, is an eccentric 
who lacks polish and ability to put 
over gags. They have around 10 


their | 


eae in 
SnOoOW vir- 


of these blackouts in which they | 
function, with Lee Trent, straight, 


jand a couple of- women principals. 


De Rita is 
routine. 


tops in delivering his 


Planted to bolster sagging spois 
are various vaude specialties. Right 
top of opening the Four Step! 
Brothers, with rhythm and swing 


dance routine, tie up show in knots 


and it’s quite some time before it 
can .get back into stride Other 
| specialties that do okay are three 


Caprino Sisters chanting: Darby and 


Ardell, man and woman _ perch 
| gymnasts; Marvis Nimms, tap and | 
rhythm terper: The Hackers, man 
and woman with grotesque knock- 


out dance routine that gives second | 
half of show its first spark of life, | 
and Fid Gordon, with his trick fid- | 
dling, on next to closing and hold-| 
ing restless customers for finale. 


Show hes 24 chorines and _ six| 
chorus boys. Costuming is exqui- 
site and smart, but routining of! 


numbers is negligible. At times one| 
wondered whether the gals, good | 
lookers, too, knew right from left! 
either in movement or use of their! 
limbs. 

Feature of show is Carmen D’An-|! 
tonio, with an ‘African’ dance that} 
excited no one but herself. Balance | 
of principals in femme sections out- | 
side of Georgia Le Moyne, who does! 
general bit and a dance, are just | 
fillers. Though town is a pushover 
for anything in stage entertainment. | 
it looks as though this show. in for | 
only two weeks, with change to fol-} 
low it in material and principals, has | 
not much of a chance to 


black. Ung. 


and | 


and deserve the response they get. 
Look good, too, the two men in tails 
and appealing femme member in 
tasty evening gown. 

Biz big. Wood. 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 5. 
‘Radio City Follies’ with Judy 
Starr, Christy & Cook, Lester Oman 
& Co. (1), Pan American Dancers 
(6), Evans & Mayer, McNaltie Sis- 


'ters (3); ‘Hello Annapolis’ (Col). 





Straight vaudeville under a unit 


title for glamour appeal gives the 
customers a_ singing ‘contest’ for 
their Labor Day fare at Keith's. 


Three of the six acts turn out to be 
vocals, all bunched in the middle of 


|the show; Judy Starr, McNallie Sis- 


ters and Evans and Mayer follow 
one another in the running order 
Their styles are sharply varied and 
all good. Acrobatic antics, a puppet 
routine and dancing specialties round 
out the holiday bill. 

Ray Mayer and Edith Evans are 


long since standard in vaude, but 
none-the-less clicks. They have a 


human interest quality that catches 
on. They spring songs and gags that 
win laughs. 

The MecNallie Sisters, a pert trio 
of swing singers with gams to 
match, harmonize ‘Lady Be Good’ 
and ‘Zoot Suit,’ then go into their 
taps and acrobatics with plenty of 
snap. Act, outfitted with red skirts 
and white blouses with red dots, 
fives show a dash of color it needs 
Saliy Starr turns on the personality 
and child-like voice in a lyric 
plaining why the bluebirds and 
blackbirds got together, then dishes 
up ‘Three Little Fishes’ with varia- 
tions, including a snatch from the 
‘Sow’ song. For a climax she war- 


ca 


| bles ‘Can’t Give Anything But Love,’ 


as it might be sung by a father walk- 
ing the floor with a baby crying for 
its mother who is out playing poker 
with some of the girls. 

Lester Oman and Co. offer a 
diverting novelty with their pup- 
pets. One of their better illusions 


jis the dance of the phosphorescent 


skeleton on.a black stage. The ‘Lit- 
tle Old Lady’ number is something 
special. At the finish, Oman manip- 
ulates a puppet imitating himself 
pulling the strings on a juggler, a 
clever and complicated routine, 

The show’s main splash of knock- 
about comedy is provided by Christy 
and Cook, acrobats with a sense of 
humor. After all the singing, the 
audience is ready to appreciate their 
generous helping of stock gags. 
They work themselves into some 
screwy situations with their athletic 
antics. Cook m.c.s the show neatly. 
The Pan-American Dancers, three 
girls and as many is, open and 
close with lively routines. 

Usual Thursday to Sunday run is 


get into the| being extended through Labor Day. 
' Biz is fair. 


Corb. 
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New Follies’ Icer Puts Accent On 
Glamor in Click Los Angeles Debut 





”% 
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By JACK HELLMAN 
Los Angeles, Sept. 3. 

‘Ice Follies of 1943,’ presented by 
the Shipstads and Oscar Johnson; 
staged by Fanchon & Marco; chore- 
ography, Frances Claudet. At Pan- 
Pacific Auditorium, Los Angeles; 
$2.75 top. 

Cast: Roy Shipstad, Eddie Shipstad, 
Oscar Johnson, Betty Atkinson, Bob 
Blake, May Ross, Norah McCarthy, 
the Maxsons (2), Bufford McCusker, 
Jenna Schulte, Bud, McNulty, Os- 
horne Colson, Charles Hain, John 
Kinney, McKellen’ Bros., Heine 
Brock, Papez & Zwack, Thomas 
Twins, Claudet, Frick & Frack, Fol- 
liettes. 





Accent falls heavily on production 
and costuming in the Shipstad and 
Johnson 1943 edition of ‘Ice Follies,’ 
which had its official break-in at the 
Pan-Pacific rink as in previous years. 
That it will have a profitable stand, 
also as in previous years, is a cer- 
tainty. Natives can’t seem to get 
enough of the frozen frolics, and this 


troupe rates high with the ducat 
buyers. Tariff for this issue stops at 
$2.75. 


Contributing mightily to almost 
certain sellouts at all performances 
is the downtown newspaper pitch. 
But this troupe would do alright 
without all that printed support, as 
lip service will spread far and wide 
in its favor. 

The virtuosos of the flashing 
blades are as expert as ever and the 
newcomers perform with skill and 
eclat, but the kudos really belong 
to Miss Fanchon (Fanchon & Marco) 
and Frances: Claudet. They're the 
ladies who set up the show, with 
the former responsible for the stag- 
ing. Miss Claudet was assigneal the 
choreography and direction of rou- 
tines, which she discharged with 
showmanly skill. 

Missing from this year’s lineup are 
Bess Ehrhardt, long star of the com- 
pany, and Evelyn Chandler, one of 
the top femmes of the rink. The 
newcomers, however, add youth and 
zest to the caperings. Outstanding 
is Betty Atkinson, a lissome slip of 
a blonde, who gets around the ice 
with the skill and verve of the more 
seasoned troupers. Another is Bob 
Blake, a smiling redhead who in- 
novates a tap routine on the runners. 
May Ross for the first time is really 
given something to do and executes 
all the trick maneuvers with con- 
summate artistry. Norah McCarthy 
is also a come-lately who can glide 
with the best of them. 

To the home guard it wouldn't be 
the ‘Follies’ without Ruby and Bobby 
Maxson, those’ effervescent’ kids 
(brother and sister) who bring down 
the house every time they skate by. 
‘The Swing Waltz,’ most popular en- 
semble number of this troup* in 
years, is now their specialty, and 
they had the mob pounding their 
paws with vigor. They're popular 
enough here to head their own show, 
which by now must be in some 
minds. The Shipstads and Johnson 
must realize their immense popu- 
larity as the lithographs and pro- 
gram cover carry their picture. At 
the mere mention of their name by 
the announcer the packed house 
broke into deafening applause. 

Roy Shipstad is, of course, top man 
with the troupe and deservedly so, 
although he does seem to be slowing 
down, Other specialists are Bufford 
McCusker, Jenna Schulte, Bud Mc- 
Nulty, Osborne Colson, Charles Hain, 
John Kinney, McKellen brothers, 
Heine Brock, Papez & Zwack, 
Thomas Twins, Eddie Shipstad, 
Oscar Johnson, Claudet and Frick & 
Frack. Ice Folliettes, some 40 in 
number, are more youthful than 
previous ensembles and work nicely 
together. Best production numbers 
are ‘Enchanted Lake,’ ‘Modern Nur- 
Bery Rhymes,’ ‘Arabian Nights,’ ‘In- 
dian Legend’ and the ‘Dress Parade’ 
finale. 

The Shipstads and Johnson are 
deep in lettuce on this issue. Tour 
will cover 21 cities, and unless ice 
fans in those towns have been sur- 
feited with this form of entertain- 
ment, they should send attendance 
figures soaring past previous marks. 
For this issue of ‘Follies’ is easily the 
topper of the entire collection. 


MUSIC HALL, A. C. 


(STEEL PIER) 





Atlantic City, Sept. 6. 
Abboit and Costello, Tip, Tap & 
Toe, Murphy Sisters (3), Wally 
West, Carol King, Ben Yost Singers 
(9), Dick Dana, Eddie Kaplan, 
a Kaye, John McConnell’s 
rch, 





Abbott and Costello are what this | 
Labor Day weekend crowds came to| cially potent, 
See, but there is a big varied bill in| pretty 
and | cordial. 


addition. At show caught 


others this day, it was necessary to] | 
omit feature picture and skip acts at | vitamins 


each show in order to add more A-C 
showings so to appease 
mob. They’ve been doing as many 


as 


vaude. 








as 12 shows a day over the weekend. | 

Tip, Tap and Toe put over excel- 
lent tap routine climaxed by fast 
stepping on drum. Murphy Sisters 
(3) do neatly in harmony singing, | 
including ‘A Boy and a Girl,’ and| 
‘Worth Fighting For’ and donning 
work aprons and caps to finish with 
‘We’re the Girls in Factory.’ Carol 
King, in white chiffon and lace, does 
nicely in whirling toe dance, and 
Wally West, in impersonations of 
Fred Allen, Henry Aldrich, Jimmy 
Stewart, Major Bowes and Jack 
Benny, got big hand 

Ben Yost Singers, in scarlet coats, 
vocal ‘Wrap Your Dreams.’ Dick 
Dana is emcee and _ straight for 
comedy skits with Eddie Kaplan and 
Manny Kaye. 

While Labor Day was not up to 
standard throughout resort, crowds 
waited for seats at this a. 

art. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 5. 
Mary Raye & Naldi, Bob Evans, 
Escorts & Betty, Chicago Theatre 
Ballet, Coleman Clark & Co. Louis 
Adrian’s Orch; ‘Holiday Inn’ (Par). 








Depending on ‘Holiday Inn’ to 
draw the business, stage show at the 
Chicago this week is not strong, be- 
ing a conglomeration of vaude and 
night club acts. Feature of show is 
return of house dancing girls follow- 
ing summer layoff. 

Girls debut with ‘Jingle Jangle’ 
routine, attired in colorful cowboy 
costumes. Chorines are young, 
smart-looking and dance well 
enough, although the routine is not 
outstanding. 

The Escorts and Betty, Chicago 
radio singers, offer a variety of 
popular harmony numbers in the} 





traditional crooning style of quartets. | 


Their voices are light in calibre, best 


| Baby’s Coming Home,’ after which | 


suited to radio, but the mike system | 


picks them up nicely. 

Novelty is a table tennis match be- | 
tween Coleman Clark and Bob An-| 
derson. Wally Sherwin, 


| band’s 
|}of pop 


who | turn 


referees the game, tries to clown it} 


into the realm of entertainment and | 
apparently succeeds, because the | 
audience reacted’ enthusiastically. | 
Anyhow, it’s a pleasing oddity for | 


Mary Raye and Naldi offer out-| 
standing ballroom dancing. Girl is a} 
brunet looker with a vivacious per- | 
sonality. Better-than-average ven-|} 
triloquist is Bob Evans, who brings | 
his dummy, Jerry, a tough little egg, | 
to the stage for a 10-minute session | 
of song and tomfoolery. Pair solo | 
and duet ‘Indian Love Call’ and| 
‘Gonna Write Myself a Letter’ very 
ably, Evans achieving some very | 
nice falsetto effects without any ap- 
parent lip-moving. 

Finale features the chorus 
patriotic medley entitled ‘Flags on} 
Parade,’ very colorful, with the flags 
of all nations displayed in a smart 
dance routine. The Escorts and 
Betty, patriotically costumed, 
spirited vocal accompaniment 
show-closer much in line with 
times and heartily applauded. 

Biz great. Loop. 


RKO BOSTON 


Boston, Sept. 4. 
Johnny Long Orch, Una Merkel, 
Wally Brown, Deval, Merle & Lee, 4 
Teens, Helen Young, Gene Williams; 
‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th). 


P } 
in aj 


the 








Having blown its top for the past 
three weeks with tremendous bills, 
the RKO is letting down a bit this 


week with a generally mild stage 
sesh featuring Una Merkel and 
Johnny Long’s orch. Biz is good, 


though, what with the holiday week- 


end; the opening stanza (Friday) 
corraled hefty, if not very hearty, 
audience. 

Show opens with a band number 
and brings on Helen Young, who 
warbles ‘Deed I Do’ and ‘Silver 
Wings,’ then registers solidly with 


‘One Dozen Roses.’ The latter, in a 
smart arrangement with the band 
offering a background vocal chant, 
goes over better than any other mu- 
sical number on the bill and leaves a 
favorable impression. 

Wally Brown, who's been soloing 
for some time without Annette 
Ames, takes over in the deuce and 
works himself into 
tion. 


and audience-wise manner of this 


lend | 
to aj 


a smart recep-| 


| plause returns and, with Berger im- 








| 


The doubie-talk, alert timing | 


solid comedian lends a needed big- | 


time flavor to the proceedings. 
appears later in the featured spot, 
stooging for Miss Merkel, and takes 
most of the laughs while gracefully 


|giving the film comedienne the 
buildup. Her material is not espe- 


| 


but she delivers it 
well. The customers 
add 
their 
and 


Merle 
to the 
standard comedy 


Lee also 
with 
stuff, 


and 
show 
adagio 


Deval, 


the | take a hefty share of the reception. 


The band, which purveys no par- 


He | 


were | 


ticular brand of music lacks a stage- 
hep manner, just plays a strictly 
routine batch of tunes most cf them 
the sweet genre. Long-plays a few 
bars of schmaltz on his left-handed 
fiddle and mcs the specialties. | 
The Four Teens, a mixed quartet, 
work hard with ‘Kalamazoo,’ ‘Three 
Little Sisters’ and ‘Massachusetts.’ 
They are a little uneasy but have 
promise. Gene Williams moans a 
few tunes in a rather enervating 
style as the band’s featured vocalist. 
Except for Helen Young’s chore, 
though, the band seems to lack real 
audience punch. The show thus be- 
longs body and soul to Wally Brown, 
and he makes the most of it. Elie. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 5. 
Claude Thornhill Orch (18) with 
Lillian Lane, Buddy Stewart, Mar- 
tha Wayne & Art Melvin, Sunny 
Rice, Ben Beri Little Tough Guys 
(2); ‘Broadway’ (U). 














A few more numbers like ‘Autumn 
Nocturne,’ involving additional key- 
board performances by Claude 
Thornhill himself, undoubtedly 
would firmly establish him on this, 


| year’s 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, Sept. 4. 
Orch (14) with 





Teddy Powell 


Peggy Mann, Tommy Taylor; Diana! 
| Berry Brothers 


Berry, Dick & Dot Remy, Judy 
Canova; ‘Joan of Ozarks’ (Rep). 





Current format’is season’s curtain- 
raiser for the Adams, house having 
been shuttered since June, when 
solo pix policy was abandoned after 
a brief trial. Resuming its last 
successful vaudfilm scheme, 
theatre’s getaway show is average in 
entertainment value, but plenty 
potent in b.o. returns. 

Idea of getting Teddy Powell's 
crew to open the season was plenty 
smart showmanship, maestro being a 
particular fave in these parts since 
it was as a leader at nearby Dona- 
hue’s roadhouse that he virtually 
came into his own. Newark’s swing 
contingent being what it is, Powell's 
smart 14-piece setup, staffed with 
three rhythm, five reeds and six 
brasses, couldn’t very well be any- 
thing but clicko, and deservedly so. 
Powell has welded his crew into a 
smooth layout that’s plenty strong on 
rhythm and doesn’t permit its brass 
to reach the cacophony stage. 





his first, Minneapolis visit. Coming 
here an unknown to a large part of 
the local public, Thornhill moves a 
piano downstage late in the band | 
show to massage the ivories for 
‘Nocturne.’ It’s the show’s high spot. 

Thornhill’s personnel consists of 
seven brass, four saxes, six rhythms 
and four singers along with com- 
mendable stage dressing. A number 
of the boys double on instruments. 
It’s a good aggregation of musicians, 
leaning mostly to the cats. The out- 
fit, however, could use a little more 
novelty, being more or less straight 
dance music. There’s no questioning 
the sale ability of the outfit’s offer- 
ings, however. 

In Martha Wayne Thornhill has a 
young singer possessing plenty per- 
sonality and vocal talent. Teams 
with Buddy Stewart for some sock 
dueting. 

Sunny Rice essays difficult taps, 
with her outstander being a com- 
bination tap-ballet done to ‘18th Cen- 
tury Drawing Room,’ 

Lillian Lane does well enough with 
‘Skylark’ and ‘Wonder When My 
Thornhill’s pianoing highlights the 
next presentation, a medley | 

tunes. Ben Beri infuses 
amusing comedy into his juggling 
and makes hard tricks look 
easy. Much skill and adeptness are 
displayed during his manipulation 
of balls, clubs and tambourines. 

Hally Chester and Harris Berger, 
the ‘Little Tough Guys’ from Uni- 
versal pictures, stopped the show 


| Peggy Mann, a 


; rent 


Band has an ace song-seller in 
comely chanteuse 
with good pipes and plenty of s.a. 
Gal does a good job on ‘Sleepy 
Lagoon’ and ‘Gobs of Love,’ teaming 
also with Tommy Taylor in a smart 
version of ‘Who Wouldn’t Love 
You.’ Taylor is okay for sound but 
lacks stage presence. 

Diana Berry, new to vaude, has a 
long way to go and a lot to learn. 
Gal gets off a few taps and then 
lopes around the stage in the Cass 
Daley manner. Also does a vocal 
which doesn’t help matters much. 
A change in dress and coiffure might 
help perk the act, but a newly pol- 
ished routine would appear to be the 
most obvious desideratum. 

Dick and Dot Remy, last seen here 
in Ed Wynn’s ‘Boys and Girls To- 
gether,’ know how to get the most 
out of their standard comic acro 
turn. They came in for their usual 
salvos. 

Judy Canova, on last, is still ped- 
dling her hill-billy stuff to good ad- 
vantage. Raffish turn, essentially 
corny, gains added lustre here inas- 
much as star is also featured in cur- 
screen presentation. She gets 
off a couple of rustic vocals, goes 
through a slow clog and then teams 
with sister Annie in a wacky piano} 








with their roughhouse tomfoolery 
and singing. And that’s probably all | 
that matters. It seems that the act| 
would profit if Berger restrained | 
himself a little on exuberance. Ches- 
ter puts over ‘Tangerine’ to good ap- 


personating a Mexican senorita, the | 
pair sells a singing and dancing | 
comedy tango. 

A well-filled lower floor at the 
opening matinee show caught Friday 








smash, but an entertainment splash, 
and few mild ripples stirred up by 
balance of lineup are hardly suf- 
ficient to wash out melancholy re- 
flections induced by Orson Welles’ 
cinematic excursion into psycho- 
analytic repression. 

This is one of Sparks’ infrequent 
side-trips from the sound lots, with 
result that following built up over 
intervening stretch is hanging on the 
door for a look see. Unfortunately 
for many it’s a let-down. Comic’s 
long absence from stage is apparent 
in hesitancy to feel out his audience, | 


| (4), Rees. 
OLYMPIA, MIAMI 
Miami, Sept. 5. 
Ned Sparks, Yola Galli, Jack} 
McCoy, The Raymonds, Ed Rickard, 
Harry Reser House Orch; ‘Mag-| 
nificent Ambersons’ (RKO). 
= | 
Sour puss Ned Sparks is a b.0. | 





or even wait for laughs. Although | 
his monolog is faulty, it’s not so 


much his gags but the fact that his| 
pan is almost totally obscured by the | 
mike, contributing to tepid reception. | 
However, given time to get the feel | 
of the boards again, Sparks would} 
probably be a wow. He’s a howl! 
from the wings to the mike. 

An operatic soprano, Yola Galli 
was well received. Her exception- 
ally showy arrangements and quick 
changes of pace remove whatever 
b.o. barrier may be attached to arty 
arias in vaude. She earned solid re- 
turns. 

Jack McCoy is an_ ingratiating 
chap who might rate among top 
comics if he’d cut about half of the | 
jingle jangle. Final few minutes | 
he’s a wow, but warm-up is wearing. | 
Impressions of a timid jitterbug and 
sophomoric youngster saying good- | 
night to his date are guffaw-getting 
routines, 

Ed Rickard is a shadowgraph 
artist, creating clever tableaux on a 





reflection screen by manipulating his | 


digets. It’s unusual and rates atten- 
tion. The Raymonds are standard 
tapsters working on elevated stairs. 

Harry Reser’s usually fine house 
band was not up to par at this catch- 
ing. 


Standees at all shows. Harr, 


| top quality. 


leading 


| show, 


| nice hand. 


duet. Results plenty. okay. Jona. 
TOWER, K. C. 
Kansas City, Sept. 4. 
Blondell Twins, Jack Spot, Bar- 
bara Kelly, Professor Backwards, 
Tanner & Thomas, Don Tiff House 
|Orch; ‘Joan of Ozarks’ (Rep) and 


‘Dr. Broadway’ (U). 





Tower starts new season with two 
features and 40-minute vaude bill of 
Don Tiff, formerly with 
has been brought in 
to handle music, with Mike Carll 
and trumpeting, Marilyn 
Ballinger warbling. Current bill 
sets high standard for new season 
and continues policy which has af- 


Henry Busse, 


STANLEY, PITT 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 4. 


Lou Breese Orch (15), 3 Stooges, 
(3), Kay Allen, 
| Jimmy Palmer, Steve Bauers, John 
|Crosby; ‘Beyond the Blue Horizon’ 


| (Par), 


| 
| 
| Practically Old Home Week here, 
| what with every act an annual regu- 
| lar at the WB deluxer and the lot of 
| them adding up to a b.o. holiday 
| (Labor Day) show. Stooges have al- 
| Ways meant biz here; Berry Brothers 
are gradually achieving the name 
status with their increasing screen 
appearances, although hoofers’ latest 
film, ‘Panama Hattie’ (M-G), hasn’t 
been released here yet, and Breese is 
growing in popularity locally -and 
his band gets better by the season. 
With some escapist nonsense on the 
screen in ‘Beyond the Blue Horizon’ 
and Lamour and Technicolor to bol- 
ster it, result should be all right at 
the count-up. 


Wasn't so very many seasons ago 
that Breese’s orch was a pretty con- 
ventional outfit, peopled by just 
average union help, but he’s been 
breezing right along since then and 
has come up this time with a crack 
crew that’s long on music, strong on 
entertainment and long on showman- 
ship. Half hour or more allotted 
him is sock all the way, with Breese 
developing some corking comedy 
over the distance. Most of this is the 
doing of Jimmy Paimer, guitar-play- 
ing singer who’s planted early as an 
inattentive clod who’s always: trip- 
ping over himself and generally 
making a nuisance of himself. In 
the end, he asks for a chance to 
sing and Breese explains about the 
mike, how to stand, etc., etc. and 
after a couple of amateurish starts 
Palmer goes at it and really crocks 
‘em with ‘Sleepy Lagoon’ and ‘My 
Devotion,’ with Breese salaaming all 
over the place as if he didn’t believe 
it. Palmer, incidentally, is a local 
lad who used to be known around 
here as Jimmy DiPalma when he 


(Continued on page 44) 








New Acts 











MARIE NASH 


Singer 
Drake Hotel, Chicago 

One of the most striking of 
Chicago’s more aristocratic dining 


salons, the Camellia House of the 
Drake, styled by Dorothy Draper, is 
th> perfect setting for a beautiful 
singer. Draped camellia-pink satin 
covers the walls and is festooned 
near the ceiling with red _ velvet, 
huge white baroque chandeliers. In 
this setting, youthful, blonde, strik- 
irg Marie Nash is making an effec- 
tive Chicago debut. 

The daughte. of Laura Leburg, 
former opera diva, is a Chicagoan 
and has a fresh, vivid personality, 
a piquant beauty and a fine soprano, 
Songs arranged by Paul Baron are 


especially effective. 
Surprisingly, the singer does 
‘Deep River’ and ‘Danr. Boy’ with 


excellent success, these usually being 
linked to the heavier-voiced males. 








forded Kaycee theatregoers both 


| quality and quantity at regular price | 


of 30c 

Stage show starts with playing by 
house orch of an original composi- | 
tion, ‘Sunburst,’ by Tiff, pianist, as} 
voice from unseen m.c. over offstage | 
mike introduces the reorganized mu- 
sical unit. Miss Ballinger sings ‘My 
Guy.’ 

Buddy Thomas, doubling as m.c. in 
addition to Mater appearance with his 
partner, Betty Tanner, then intro- 
duces the Blondell Twins, who go 
through a fast acrobatic routine. 
Girls are lookers, and know their 
business. 

After an impressive buildup by the 
m.c., Jack Spot rides on atop a uni- 


cycle to present some_ excellent 
comic and trick work on his wheel. 
His satire on a_ stripper, while 





balancing on the unicycle, is sure- 
fire 

Barbara Kelly, a ‘Discovery Night’ | 
winner, is next on with three timely | 
numbers, ‘The Caissons Go Rolling} 
Along,’ ‘Anchors Aweigh’ and ‘The| 
Marine’s Hymn.’ Girl has fair voice, | 
and plenty of volume. 

Professor Backwards, featured re- | 
cently on a western network air 
has the next-to-closing spot. 
He starts with a fast line of patter 
which he evidently strives to keep 
up-to-date, to judge by some new 
gags built around war and national 
defense topics. Calling for words 
from the audience, the longer the 
better, the professor writes them 
backwards and upside-down on a 
large blackboard. After mental 
tricks, he sings chorus of ‘My 
Bonnie,’ pronouncing words back- 
wards but in correct order. Off to 


The finale brings back Thomas 





She also does ‘When I Grow Too Old 
to Dream’ in pleasing fashion, creat- 
ing and holding the mood perfectly. 
Amusing is an original number, ‘My 
Beloved Is Rugged,’ telling how the 
Army transformed a weakling lover 
into a young Atlas. 

Ray Benson’s orchestra lends skill- 
ful support. For the dancing, Lenny 
Gaynor, baritone, does pop numbers 
in gracious fashion. Loop, 





GLORIA FRENCH 
Singer 

10 Mins, 

Palumbo’s, Philadelphia 

Here’s a personable young lady 
with an abundance of talent who 
could go far with a little coaching 
and handling. She has plenty of 
looks, a golden blonde with a figure 
to write about. An excellent so- 
prano, hits the high ones right on 
tne nose. 

When caught Miss French mixed 
things up with the ‘Italian Street 
Song,’ ‘My Hero’ and ‘This Is Worth 
Fighting For.’ She’s only 18 with a 
natural charm, poise and freshness, 
She’d fit anywhere. Shal, 


EDWARDS SISTERS 
Dancers 

7 Mins, 

Apollo, N. Y. 

A smooth pair of Negro tappers 
who show ability but fail to rouse 
pe audience. They lack ability to 
sell. 

Unidentical costumes—one wears 
slacks, the other shorts—further de- 


(2) 





with his attractive midget partner 

for a routine which includes a 

|couple of songs and some nifty hoof- 

ing. Tiny gal has nice personality. 

A packed house for sone, See 
“art, 


Eddie Paisley and his Four Vo- 
lealions have replaced the Manuel 
| Lopez orchestra at the Wonder Bar, 
' Detroit. 


tracts. Right now their only sock 

routine is a challenge stint on stairs, 
Fran, 

| JESSE-and JAMES 

| Dancers 

| 10 Mins. 

| Apollo, N.. 2 

| Couple of Negro youngsters hoof 


j}rnadly from one routine to another 
|with no regard for pacing. It’s a 


| standard break-neck type of turn 


| associated with colored hoofers. 
| With better routining, they’d go 
Fran. 
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Ned Wayburn, Top 


Musical Stager 


Of Ziegfeld Era, Dies in N. Y. at 68 


—--——— + 


By JACK PULASKI 

Ned Wayburn, a well known in 
theatricals during another era, died 
in his Riverside Drive apartment in 
N. Y. last Wednesday (2). He was 
known to have been asthmatic and 
it was stated he was ill for eight 
months. Given age was 68, though 
general impression is that the stager 
was somewhat older, 

Wayburn was closely identified 
with the late Flo Ziegfeld for a 
number of seasons, dating back 20 
years and more, but he was a pro- 
ducer on his own in legit and in 
vaudeville’s sunnier days. His school 
of dancing was established shortly 
after the turn of the century and 
proved an ace in the hole. He was 
closely aligned, too, with Klaw & 
Erlanger when they came among 
the toppers in show business. 

His contributions to the musical 
comedy stage were many, but Way- 
burn will always be identified with 
developing the tap dancing style of 
ensemble prancing. Girls had to 
be good dancers to get the nod in 
any of the numerous musicals he 
directed. The combination of step- 
ping ponies and a line of showgirl 
lookers went far in establishing 
Ziegfeld’s ‘Follies’ of 1916, 1919, 1922 
and 1923. Somewhat similarly, Way- 
burn inserted his formula in ‘The 
Passing Shows’ for the Shuberts. 

Alfred de Courville sent from Lon- 
don for Wayburn in 1913, but the 
first musical he staged over there 
was booed off the stage and so was 
he. De Courville had faith in Way- 
burn, however, and, having taken 
over the London Hippodrome, en- 
gaged him to stage ‘Hello Ragtime.’ 

London Click 

When English audiences 
show they say so with 
and they certainly liked ‘Ragtime.’ 
Curtain after curtain rese and fell 
to acclaim, but there was no Way- 
burn. He had gone up the street 
with the crack: ‘Tell ‘em to go to 
hell.’ 

They lured him back, howeve1 
and he was accorded an 
that he never forgot. In the show 
were Ethel Levey, Lew Hearn, Bo- 
nita and Willie Solar, all from this 


like a 
enthusiasm 


ovation 


side. Wayburn was one of the first, 
is not the inventor, of ragtime on 
the piano in vaudeville. 


About 20 years ago 
tempted _ to 
school in Chicago. He made the 
mistake of selling the idea in the 
dailies, saying he'd spend $50,000 to 
get the school] started. It seems that 
the several leading schools there 
had mobs in back of them and word 
went around to keep Wayburn out 
of town. Rents quoted him were 

(Continued on page 43) 


TWO OUTDOOR WASH. 
VENTURES LOST $20,000 


Two open-air ventures 1n 
Washington’s Watergate Park on the 
Potomac were financial flops, mostly 
because of adverse weather. It took 
12 days for the San Carlo opera 
troupe to give six performances, 
with the result that Fortune Gallo 
dropped about $8,000. le then 
acted as landlord for a two-week 
season of operetta revivals, but 
threatening or wet weather affected 
that attendance Red for that 
outfit was $12.000 On good 
nights of 8.000. close t 
capacity, was drawn 


establish a 


show 


. 
aisoO 
around 


attendance 


Hans Bartsch, who was interested 
in the N. Y. Carnegie Hall operettas, 
arranged for the Watergate show- 
ings. Daniel Silberman, a zippei 
manufacturer who is in show busi- 
ness on the side, was the backe) 
He and L. Daniel Blank presented 
‘What Big Ears’ at the Windsor, 


N. Y., last spring, that show losing 
about the same amount as the Wash- 
ington try. They are currently 
readying a revival of ‘R.U.R. Be- 
fore the operetta company went to 
the Capital there was some Equity 
trouble, an error being made in of- 
fering a post-dated check to guaran- 
tee salaries. 
paper and stopped rehearsals for a 
time. 

Charles Burke was in advance of 
the San Carlo trick, then agented 
the operettas, thereby acting for 
both the ‘house’ and the attraction. 
Watergate ‘stage’ was an old scow, 
only set pieces of scenery being us- 
able. Another scow was used for 
the orchestra. Spot is under the 


control of the Government’s Depart- 
ment of the Interior. 


Equity turned back the | 





Golder, Burke Team Up 
To Produce Stage Plays 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 

Lew Golder has formed an asso- 
ciation with Melville Burke for pro- 
duction of stage plays. First off is 
Fred Niblo’s comedy, ‘It Happened 
Upstairs,’ which gets a Frisco break- 
in this fall before being taken to 
a 8 

Leads in the piece will be cast 
from Hollywood talent. 


Operettas Got Big 
B.0., but Backers 
See No Profits 


-_—_——— 





Season of operetta revivals at 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., which closed 
last Sunday (6), appears to have 


stirred up more differences among 
those on the managerial end than 
first reported. Understood _ that 
despite the lusty business drawn, 
the statements do not show a profit. 

Lowest gross was $14,000 or bet- 
ter, and, even at that figure, those 
who know about operetta revivals 
cannot figure how anything but a 
profit could be registered. High 
takings were $20,000 or more. Dur- 
ing the Hall’s first attempt at legit, 
‘The Chocolate Soldier’ played three 
weeks, ‘The Merry Widow’ stayed 
five weeks and ‘The New Moon,’ 
which concluded the season, played 
thiee weeks. 

Joseph S. Tushinsky and Hans 
Bartsch presented the revivals until 
‘Moon’ started, when it was re- 
vealed that the latter was out, 
theugh retaining some financial in- 
terest. Bartsch is a foreign play 
broker and he is reputed to have 
complained when not receiving roy- 


alties: 





MAY MEDIATE ATAM 
WAGE TIFF WITH MGRS. 


Wayburn at- | 
dancing | 


Indications are that increased pay 
| scales, the main issue between the 
the legit managers and the Asso- 
ciated Theatrical Agents and Man- 
agers, will be mediated. It has been 
virtually agreed that Max Meyer act 


as mediator. He is vice-president of 


the Sterling National Bank, N. Y., 
and a member of the state Board of 
Mediation. A list of six names had 
been submitted. 

First proposed that a panel be 
formed to select the mediator, but 
that plan was discarded. Possible 
that mediation may be arrangea 
through the federal board, or that 


arbitration, provided for in the old 


basic agreement, will adjust the 
matter. Neither the League of New 
York Theatres nor ATAM seem to 
desire arbitration, which is final, at 
this time. 


‘Road’ Reopens in N. Y. 
| To OK Biz; May Stick 


‘Tobacco Road’ 


made a fast re- 


eniry on Broadway, opening at the 
Forrest Saturday (5) after but three 
days of preparation. Seems that 


Lee Shubert, having nothing at pres- 
‘ent for the house, suggested to Harry 
Oshrin that they take a chance and 
pool the takings for a repeat date. 
First five performances the takings 
were $5,600, approximately 90° of 
|capacity at the scale. Show is priced 
}at $1.10, with $1.65 applying Satur- 
days and Sundays. 

| Forrest is the same theatre in 
which ‘Road’ made most of its runs 
ithat lasted seven and one-half years, 
a record that will probably never 
be equalled. John Barton, who 
played the lead on the road, heads 
lthe cast, his nephew, James, having 
enacted the part longer than any of 
the other half dozen actors who 
handled the Broadway assignment. 
‘Road’ is booked to open in Detroit 
Oct. 12, but if it clicks in N. Y. again, 
the tour will be set back. 


| 
} 
} 
} 
| 





Evans Vice Jaffe 


Placing of Reynolds Evans, who 
was cast for a small part, in the 
lead of ‘Franklin Street,’ being 
produced by Max Gordon, with 
George S. Kaufman directing, was 
something of a surprise. Sam Jaffe 
Started rehearsing, but wanted to 
scram and the withdrawal was stated 
to be by mutual agreement. 
was originally intended for Groucho 
Marx, Ed Wynn also having been 
mentioned. 

Lead character is that of a veteran 


of the drama in Philade!phia. 





Musicians Win Raise 
After Strike in Detroit; 
Joe E. Brown’s Stance 





Detroit, Sept. 8. 
The Detroit Federation of Musi- 
cians clapped a picket line on the 
Lafayette theatre here last 


when a new contract wasn’t forth- 
coming and a_ settlement was 
reached after Joe E. Brown, starred 
in ‘The Show-Off,’ threatened to re- 
turn to Hoilywood rather than cross 
a picket line. 

On the first night of the picketing, 
Brown entered by the stage door 
and was unaware that @ strike was 
on until volunteers took up the 
chores of the stagehands, who went 
out in sympathy. When Brown 
noticed the absence of the stage- 
hands and orchestra, he prepared 
to pack up, declaring the people in 
the company would not find it 
pleasant to walk through picket 
lines. 

Jack Ferentz, president of the mu- 
sicians local called out the men when 
negotiations became deadlocked on a 
10% raise the men in the 
pit. Orchestra had been on a $70 
| weekly scale, which went to a $77 
| figure in the new agreement. 


week 











for six 


The house has been doing capacity 
biz all summer at a $1.50 top and 
| David Nederlander, the manager, in- 
sisted that, with the low admission, 
the advance was too high and that 
no music was needed for a play like 
‘The Show-Off.’ At the present time 
Nederlander has a suit pending in 
the Michigan Supreme Court con- 
| tending that last year’s contract was 
| signed under duress when the musi- 
| cians’ union threatened to close the 
theatre unless a contract was signed. 
At one time he put the miusicians up 
|in a balcony box to indicate how 
| little they were needed. 








‘ARSENIC’ CUTS $21,600 


The more than a score of ‘Arsenic 
d Olk Lace’ backers received 
Labor Day spending money late 
last eek 1 the form of more 
profit cneckK i m Lindsa and 
Crouse, who cut up a neat $21,600 
among then That was for two 
ynths, but there wasn’t enough 
real coin earned in July, so no divvy 
t¢ that perio But fo1 heavy 
transportation ¢ of the priginal 
company, ch played fos An- 
eles for two weeks and is con- 
tinuing the b.o. cleanup currently 
in San Francisco. there would have 

pee n é ekels to disburse 
Cre ¢ tting the profits, 
e effect that we are 
} € qa stanc ad t in't 
\ pla rY i ent 

é é e f e 
f n tl N. k 
£ | t 
‘ e ce 


Casting Winninger Role 


Stalls ‘Show Boat’ Trip 
Metro’ Broadway stage produc- 
>’ scheduled for 


n of ‘Show Boat, 
I] sa New York 
ing. is be back indefinitely 
because of difficulty in finding a 
suitable plaver for the part of the 


how- 


held 


captain ‘(played by Charles Win- 
ninger in the original Flo Ziegfeld 


production). 
Casting of the singing leads pre- 


Part | 


actor who retires to open a school | 


| 








i] 
} 
| 
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Only 41 New Plays in Strawhats This 
Summer, With None OK for Broadway 





Duffy’s ‘Patsy’ Musical 
Into Wilson, Detroit 


Detroit, Sept. 8. 

Henry Duffy, who has transferred 
his producing from Frisco to Detroit 
for the duration, is expanding his 
ventures. Settled 
where Joe E. Brown 
Off’ is current, Duffy will -occupy 
the Wilson theatre Oct. 8 with a 
muscial comedy, ‘Life of the Party.’ 

The musical originally was Barry 
Conners’ comedy, ‘The Patsy.’ The 
score was written by Frederick 
Loewe, with lyrics of Earl Crookers. 
Dorothy Stone and Charles Collins 
will be co-starred 
sion. 


Selznick Nibbles 
At 5006 and % 
For Father’ Pic 


Dailies gave considerable attention 
to an announcement from Oscar Ser- 
lin that the picture rights of ‘Life 
With Father’ were on the open mar- 
ket for $500,000 plus percentage, 
offer being accompanied by unusual 
provisions. Comedy is nearing the 
end of its third year at the Empire, 
N. Y., and last season there were two 
companies on tour, both netting fine 
profits. At least one film producer 
expressed willingness to buy ‘Father’ 
at the terms offered, he being David 
O. Selznick, who turned out ‘Gone 
With the Wind.’ (Further details on 
high prices for film rights to plays 








|and stories are on Page 3.) 


Serlin, who produced ‘The Moon Is 
Down’ last spring, and who promptly 


sold the film rights for $300,000 when | 


the play did not come up to expecta- 


tions at the boxoffice, said that $500.- | 


000 was the lowest figure he and his 


associates would consider, plus a per- | 
be revised by Gladys Hurlburt. 
picture arrangement to be a partner- | 


centage of the gross takings, any 
ship deal. Understood that Mary 
Pickford offered the price last year 
without percentage, the offer being 


rejected. If the rights are sold there 


| will be a stipulation that the release 


date be held off until late in 1944, 
thereby giving the stage showings on 
Broadway and the road another two 
years. 

Mrs. Clarence Day, widow of the 
author of the stories, which appeared 
in the New Yorker and which How- 
ard Lindsay and Russel Crouse 
adapted into the hit would have 
editorial rights over the film script 
long with the playwrights Radio 
mechanical and television rights are 
retained by them, and the film is to 
be restricted to the material in the 
play, no material from other Day 
tories being permitted 

Among those financially interested 
with Serlin, who owns around 40%, 
are John Hay (Jock) Whitney and 
his sister, Mrs. Charles (Joan) Pay- 
son, represented by Wharton & 
Gabel, their hare approximating 
Serlin’s, Howard Cullman, Dr. Irving 
Somach, Hume Cronyn, Ned Lehac 
ind Edward Serlin, brother of the 
procucel 


‘Wine, Women’ Revival 


Cued By ‘Garter’ Biz 


The Ambassado! N = le ter 
De ea f{ a vVaude-bduriesque 
e aS reporte ne weer ago, 
the title Nine Woman and Song’ 
ing back to another generation. 
That show was something of a sen- 
sation at the Circle, (later the Cos- 
mopolitan), at Columbus Circle, 
three players starred being Bonita, 
Alexander Carr and Lew Hearn. 
| One of the bits that aroused atten- 
tion was a raid scene 


sents no great problem, with plenty | 


of capable youngsters on hand. 

‘Show Boat’ will be the first Broad- 
way production in which Metro will 
be openly billed as producer, com- 
pany executives having arrived at 
‘the conclusion that since the studio 
presents 50 productions a year on 
the screen. many costing more than 
i stage production, there is no reason 
\why M-G should not be identified 
iwith legit ventures 





New show was evidently inspired 
|b: ‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box, 
which has Gypsy Rose Lee and 


Bcbby Clark as toppers. Latter is 
$4.40 top, but ‘Wine’ is scheduled for 
two or more performances daily. 
Jimmy Savo and Margie Hart are 
to be the leading people in ‘Wine,’ 
former being a name stripper. I. H. 
Herk, Lee Shubert and Max Lieb- 
man are named as being interested 
in the new outfit. 


at the Lafayette, | 
in ‘The Show- | 


| 


in the new ver- | 


+ 





As there were approximately 50% 
fewer summer stocks this year, 
compared with last season, there 
were fewer new plays tried out. 
Up to Labor Day (7) there had been 
but 41 new plays shown in the 
ccuntry show shops, with four or 
five more due, number being close 
to the estimate early this summer. 
Lest season there were 104 tryouts, 

In addition, there were three 
quasi tryouts this summer season, 
two revivals, a couple of plays 
which had been revised since pre- 
vious showings and another duo 
which were trotted out under 
changed titles. 


Not one new play is rated a defi- 
nite Broadway possibility, the first 
time for such a deficiency since the 
becom in rural theatricals started. 
Last year 14 shows out of the big 
crop were figured having some de- 
gree of a chance at regular pro- 
duction, Some were shown on 
Broadway, but none made the grade, 
indicating again that summer stock 
showings of new plays are nearly 
always doubtful of quality, mostly 
because they are too hurriedly 
shown and the scripts are usually 
in need of revision, 

Like last summer, a revival stands 
out clearly, it being ‘Othello’ with 
Paul Robeson, whose performance 
in Margaret Webster’s version of 
the Shakespearean tragedy was sen- 
sational in Cambridge, Mass., and 
Princeton. However, because of the 
Star’s concert dates, the time of its 
showing on Broadway is indefinite. 
The other revival this season was 
‘The Duenna’ (Jimmy Savo). 

In 1941 the sock from the straw- 
hats was ‘Porgy and Bess,’ which 
arrived on Broadway in the late 
fall after scoring at Maplewood, N. 
J.. It is now nearing the end of 
its run at the Majestic, N. Y., and 
will soon start on a long tour. 

Six Possibilities 
There 


are six plays which may 
reach the main stem if and when 
the scripts are rewritten: ‘Malice 
Demestic,’ ‘Afton Water’ (Saroyan), 


‘The Rich Get Richer,’ ‘Child’s Play’ 
(Catholic University tryout), ‘Eve- 
ning Rise’ and ‘Storm,’ supposed to 


It is possible that some other sum- 
shows 


mer will turn up. They in- 
clude ‘Town Meeting,’ shown but 
once in a Washington ballroom; 
| ‘Quiet Wedding,” shown here, al- 
though the British film version has 
been released; ‘Happy Is the Bride,’ 
seen in Brooklyn; ‘Maggie McGilli- 





which before as 


shown 






‘Aggie 


: Appleby,’ and ‘It’s High Time,’ 
put on before as ‘Second Helping’ 
and ‘Fair Exchange.’ From N. Y. to 
the Coast there were approximately 
around 10 other tryouts which were 
lot ¢ f b ¢ Y out 

Talent and 1 scouts could 

it COVE e fre com} le € te 

y ol the e é ) Seaboard De€- 
cause of gas and tire rationing. 
Same applied ta ‘Variety’s’ cover- 
age of the summer stocks 


LEGIT MGRS., MUSICIANS 
REACH N. Y. AGREEMENT 


What first lool like the 10st 
lifficult labor problem for the 
managers has been setiled, the mu- 

cians con to ner ith the 
Le f I 7 rhe ( efore 
eve iner pee f 

€ Ur ; 1{ 
nit ce 
oO I Y I rf ot ‘ } 
rit p as Op CC 

Mu I € rantec CP Ge 

or ' ‘ ‘ ‘ o°g Cc 
house If i ise | an orchne i 
unaer seas ( tract fu p< 


nm 
shall apply if a show is booked that 
does not want music. Previously in 
such instances the laid off at 
half pay. 


men 





Guild-ATS Set for Chi 


Chicago, Sept. 8. 

Theatre Guild-American Theatre 
Society show schedule here is pretty 
well set for the season, opening with 
‘Junior Miss’ in the Harris on Sept. 
21, followed by ‘Spring Again,’ which 
lights the Selwyn Oct. 12. 

Others listed on Alfred Lunt 
and Lynn Fontanré in ‘The Pirate,’ 
and Philip Barry’s ‘Without Love’ 
with Katharine Hepburn. 
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Plays Out of Town 


VICKIE 


Wilmington, Del., Sept. 5 
ree in thre } - ww RT , 


New fa icts y Ss 
features Jose Ferrer, Uta Hager I 
Holmes, Frank Conlan and Mme. Margaret 
Matzenauer Staged by Ferrer and Fran 
Mandel; settings by Ernest Glover, } 





gented by Frank Mande! at th Playho 
Wilmington, matinee ond night, Sept 
"42. $2.20 top 


Vickie Roberts. ......-ee++- Uta Hagen 
George Roberts. ...--seese+: ..-Jose Ferrer 
Mr. Dunne......+sscceseces Taylor Holn 

Blanche........+++- cecceees .Evelyr Dav s 
Mr. Noomas......seceess> ..FY nk Conlan 
Mrs. Dunne.....cccccses:> Mildred Dunn 

ES ia «ie wh H05 9 OO 8808 000* Conett Ly s 
Private Cootes.......eee+- Edward Glover 
Private Carter......-es++:: Red Buttons 
Dev retneereeateretase Gerry Carr 
oe Seer eee eee eoeeeeee Lynne Carter 
GretB.ccscccers Mme. targaret Matzenauer 
eet Driver. ..cccesss M .Gearge Spelvin 
Kay Hackett.......- sh wn oa ee Boze 
Mr. Corliss.......+ee++:: Charles: Halton 
Mro. Frye...ccsseveseeeers: Eleanor Gifford 
Mrs. Arthur......cce+-s- Marcella Markham 
Mr. Hatch... ccccccscsccscceses Del Hughes 
Mr@. CorlisS.....ceeeececcevees Sara Seegar 


It was inevitable that the new sea- 
gon should produce at least one play 
poking fun at the organized female 
urge to help the war effort. ‘Vickie 
is the first across the line and by 
the time its deficiencies are correct- 
ed should find a ready audience in 
New York. 


Really ogee 4 dialogue and expert 
trouping by a large cast are the main 
assets. The plot, dealing with the 
rapidly dwindling ‘home’ life of a 
husband whose wife spends 24 hours 
daily in war work, never intrudes 
too much on the general gaiety. 
However, many women, especially 
those with WAAC and WAVES com- 
plexes, may resent the broad satire 
on the weaker sex’s contribution to 
national defense. 

The heroine is one of those gals 
who determines to do her bit even if 
it means turning her home into a 
field headquarters for the Women’s 
Auxiliary Camp Services. She en- 
tertains reluctant, but amorous, sol- 
diers over weekends, practices first- 
aid on her long suffering hubby, and 
generally makes a nuisance of her- 
self. At the end she is deeper in 
war work than ever, but here the 
author is forced to do an about-face 


and the only solemn scene of the 
play pays belated tribute to the 
women in uniform. 

Ss . Herzig, the author, has 


gagged his plot to the point where 
the title could be changed to ‘Any- 
thing for a Laugh.’ The first act 
sets the pace for unrestricted non- 
sense, the second act is pure slap- 
stick, and in the third the author 
tries to extricate himself, as well as 
the main characters, from their vari- 
ous predicaments. 

While ‘Vickie’ still needs a faster 
ace, it has been well staged by 

‘amk Mandel, the producer, and 
Jose Ferrer, who plays hubby. Fer- 
rer amd his real-life wife, Uta Ha- 
gen, _as the harrassed couple, bear 
he lion’s share of the plot and come 
through nobly. The real surprise of 
th: cast is Mme. Margaret Matzen- 
auer, former Metropolitan Opera 
diva, who burlesques opera queens 
in a manner which would do credit 
* a Mack Sennett comedy. Other 
roles are played for maximum laughs 
by Taylor Holmes, Collette Lyons, 


Frank Conlan, Mildred Dunnock. 
Charles Halton, Red Buttons and Ed- 
ward Glover. 


The living room setting by Ernest 
Glover provides a pleasant back- 
ground. Don. 


THE MORNING STAR 


Philadelphia, Sept. 7. 

Drama in three acts (six scenes) bv Em- 
lyn Williams Staged by Guthrie M Cl 

tic, settings by Stewart Chaney 

by Guthrie McClintic at the Walnut, Phila- 

delphia, Sept. 7, '42; $2.83 top ; a 

Mrs. Lane 1 





cukebedeese bas Brenda Forbes 
aire. Parrilow. «....csco.. ..Glad ‘ Aetna 
Alison Parrilow........... ...Jill Esmond | 
Dr Datcher ov eCeneed Cecil Humphrey 
Brimbo Watkyn..... .+..Rhys Williaa 
CUR Parrilow. .....cccocces Gregor Pe re 
MPOMGR WAIN’. 5 ...cccccce, Wend 3 
Sir Leo Alvers.......... ..-.Nicholas J 
C534 : ‘y ’ 
Guthrie McCliintic’s production of 
Emlyn Williams’ current London 


success looked very promising in its 
American debut at the Walnut Street 
theatre. ‘The Morning Star’ 
be a trifle on the longish side for 
American audiences and, of course. 
it is strictly British in dialog and 
in some ways, in spirit, but at the 
same time this country’s current in- 
terest im blackout tests and air raid 
alarms lends a peculiar topical local 
interest to Williams’ vivid story of 
London under air invasion. 
Much better written than last sea- 
son's ‘The Wookey’ (which it re- 
sembles in some respects) and with 
frequently the human flavor and 
courageous warmth of ‘Mrs. 
ver,’ Williams’ latest piece of stave 
writing should find real favor with 


may 


the intelligent quota of American | 


drama lovers. Not probably destined 


for a“ proportions, it should set | 


the N. ¥. season off on the right foot, 
just as it has done Philadelphia's. 
McClintic, always meticulous in 
his casting, has done a truly bril- 
iant job here. ’ 
00% English and is definitely 100%, 
efficient. Gladys Cooper, some of 
whose American vehicles have been 


disappointing, has never shown to! 


better advantage here than as Mrs 
Parrilow, widowed head of the Lon- 


Presented | 


Mini- | 


The cast is almost | 


| don home where all the action takes 
place. Her role calls for sudden 
| jumps from light-hearted galety and 
airy conversation of the drawing- 
room comedy type to heavy emo- 
tionalism, and she never fails to 
| make the transition. 

There is going to be plenty of talk 
about Gregory Peck in the role ot 
‘her eldest son, a doctor who is 
tempted to give up his practice and 
research for a cozy Hollywood as- 
signment coming under the title of 
propaganda. But who, when the air 
raids start, decides to see it through 
in his native London. In type not 


‘| unlike a younger edition of Philip 


Merivale, Peck has a tough part and 
plays it flawlessiy. 


Cecil Humphreys stole much of | 
ithe audience’s interest in earlier 
|scenes as the querulous old Dr. 


| Datcher, who comes to the Parrilow 
homestead aS a paying guest and 
stays to be of great assistance to 
them. It’s a performance that will 
|not be soon forgotten. As_ Dr. 
Datcher’s former ‘batman’ in World 
War No. 1, and now his constant at- 
tendant, Rhys Williams, remembered 
from the film, ‘How Green Was My 
Valley,’ has two or three strikingly 
moving scenes. 

Three young actresses are pro- 
vided with juicy roles and give good 
account of themselves. Jill Esmond 
is the daughter-in-law and plays the 
role with rich sympathy and under- 
standing. The shallow, babbling but 
beautiful Wanda Baring, who al- 
most steals young Dr. Parrilow 
from his wife, is bitingly played by 
Wendie Barrie, and Brenda Forbes 
creates one of the play’s most strik- 
ing and human characters, that of 
the maid of all work, Mrs. Lane. 
Nicholas Joy is good in his two 
scenes. 

First act is a mite talky, but Act 
II, although long, is consistently 
thrilling. Although it goes into me- 
chanical melodrama (an air raid), it 
shows Williams at his very best as a 
playwright. Act III starts a little 
slow, quite naturally after the fu- 
rious pace of Act II. but soon gets 
into its stride and builds to more 
dramatic intensity. 

Stewart Chaney’s single set, draw- 
|ing room of the Parrilow home, is 
changed several times to show stages 
in the destruction wrought by 
bombs. There are two scenes, same 
setting, in each of the three acts. 
McClintic’s direction, as well as his 
casting, reflect his usual artistry. 

Waters. 











Play on Broadway 


I KILLED THE COUNT 


Mystery play in three acts presented at 
the Cort, N. Y., Sept. 3, '42, by Frank 
Carrington and Agnes Morgan, with the 


| Shuberts interested; written by Alec Cop- 
| pel; staged by Carrington and Miss Mor- 
; gan; setting by Emil Holak; $3.39 top 


Court Victor Mattoni Rafael Corio 
7 ; 

Polly Ethel Morrison 
Divisional Inspector Davidson. Louis Hector 
Detective Raines. . Bertram Tanswell 


1 | Piayhouse, 
‘Angel 


\/.tnesses develop and his clipped 
answers bring laughter. Derwent’s 
conception of the part is admirable. 

Louis Hector has a long part as 
th: inspector, which he enacts very 
well, but one of the play's 
nesses is that he is kept on stage 
practically throughout Bertram 
Tanswell is okay as his assistant. 
Robert Allen 


le‘od killers, same going for A. J. 
Herbert. Doris Dalton, as the wom- 
a in the case, hasn't got much of a 
part While she plays well, she 
seems to be wasted this too talky 
play. Ibee. 





ST. L. OUTDOOR SERIES 
GOT $480,000 GROSS 


St. Louis, Sept. 8. 
The Municipal Theatre’ Assn 
which sponsors alfresco entertain- 


i}ment in Forest Park, just skimmed 
linto the black during the 24th con- 
|secutive season that just closed. The 
|12-week season drew a total attend- 


| ance of 760,346 in 86 nights, and 
|grossed an estimated $480,000. The 


total draw was 51,167 less than the 
attendance for 87 performances dur- 
ing the 1941 season. 

Two performances were lost be- 
cause of rain. Attendance records 
| were hung up on Aug. 8, when 11,385 
saw ‘Roberta’; Aug. 9, 11,382 for the 
same piece, and June 4, when 11,337 
turned out for ‘Hit the Deck.’ ‘Show 
Boat’ was the biggest money maker, 
its two-week stand to end the season 
drawing 14@339 and grossing ap- 
proximately $100,000. 


Holyoke Strawhat 
Shows $22,275 Profit 


Springfield, Mass., Sept. 8. 

The Valley Players at the Moun- 
t2in Park Casino in Holyoke ended 
second season Saturday (5) with 
gross and attendance figures that 
gave no hint of gas and tire ration- 
ing. Manager Carleton Guild said 
that the 10-week season had drawn 
a total attendance of 40,250 with a 
net of $22,275. Last year the com- 
pany had 26,882 customers and a net 
of $13,128. 

Best week was ‘Nothing But the 
Truth,’ with Ralph Edwards as guest 





star. It netted $2,853 on a $5.300 
gross. ‘Watch on the Rhine’ netted 
$2,657. 


The Players is a cooperative ven- 
ture. Others associated with Guild 
include Jean Guild, Jackson Perk- 
ins, Lauren Gilbert, Joseph Foley, 
| Dorothy Crane, Alfred Paschall, Ed- 
ward Sheffield and others. 














Current Road Shows 
(Sept. $-19) 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ (stock)— 
Providence (9-12) 
Street’—Cass, Detroit (9- 


19) 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ 
'—-Curran, San Francisco (9-19). 


(ist Co.) 


M irtin ' > , Le Roi Operti 
Police Constable Clifton James Gano 

+ Louise Rogers Doris Dalton | 
Renee La Lune.......... Ruth Holden 
“oO Witte ? tT .Y 7 
we ~ 7 errr rrr ren : D 7” I : 
. , e+ eee wer oeseeeses gal ‘\ 
Mulls ei eee sreesevescese A. J tierber 
Bernard K. Froy.....ceceee. Rober Aller 

| Viscount Sorrington............ Guy Spa 


First drama of the new season is a | 


rather efficient presentation, but not 


diverting enough for Broadway suc- | 


| cess, despite several standout char- 
| acterizations, 
‘I Killed the Count’ dates back | 


five years in London, where it was 
| first produced, but it remained for 
| Frank Carrington and Agnes Mor- 
| gan, who are interested in the 


| 
t | 
| 


‘Beat the Ban (tryout )—Shu- 
bert, New Haven (17-19) (premiere) 


| columnist 


weak- | 


licks as one of the al- | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Report that Ben Atwell was raising rattlesnakes on the California desert 
turns out to have been one of his gags and not to the benefit of the crack 
advance agent. Since being injured in Philadelphia last December, when 
ahead of a Shubert Gilbert & Sullivan outfit, Atwell has been resting at 
an oasis about 85 miles from Hollywood, making occasional trips to town 
to see doctors for treatment of a fractured knee. P.a. went to the Coast 
to be near his brother, who is chief of the fire department at Culver City. 
Latter isn’t in the snake-steak racket either. 

Item which appeared in ‘Variety’ some time ago was picked up by a 
and, with trimmings, was used in a number of dailies. One 
result was that the indemnity company for the Shuberts cu’ off the par- 
tial disability allowance he had been receiving, on the ground that if he 
could evade rattlers he could follow his avocation. It also involved his 
chances of collecting from an accident insurance company, to which he 
has been paying premiums for a dozen years. 

Atwell reports that he is coming around and will soon be able to hot- 
foot it ahead of a show as fast as formerly. While resting under strict 
orders, he has been writing a book and may come forth with a comedy 
which he has been nursing for some time. 





A critic to replace Richard (Dick) Watts, who is in Government service, 
may be named by the N. Y. Herald Tribune this week. Howard Barnes, 
who is the daily’s film critic, has been covering legit openings thus far 
this season in addition to his picture coverage. Possible that Barnes will 
take over strictly play coverage, as reviewing for both departments is 
regarded as too tough an assignment, 

A name or two has been mentioned for the Trib’s critic berth, one a 
femme, but stated around the sheet’s office that no appointment had been 


| made. 





| Marcus Heiman being his most consistant partner. 


' 


| recent presentations. 





‘Best Foot Forward’ — Erlanger, 
Chicago, (9-19). . 
| ‘Blackouts of 1942’ (vaude)—El 
|Capitan, Los Angeles (9-19). 
‘Claud@’ (ist Co.)—Geary, San | 
| Francisco (9-19). 


‘Count Me In’ 
Boston (10-19) 


(tryout) 
(premiere). 


Shubert, | 


i torium, San Diego (12). 


| cessful stock } Milt suc- ‘Franklin Street’ (tryout) »lay- 

ESS stoc se in } ir I | ry : ‘ 

Ito select it f rouse In Milburn. N. J.,| house, Wilmington (18-19) (pre- 
to select it for their maiden Broad- |...) - , 
wav managerial bow. Looks like | ™'€™ of a : 
they made an unlucky guess. The ‘Geod Night Ladies’—Blackstone 
nystery piece is repetitious to a de-| Chicago (9-19) 

ree and quite incredible ‘Magic’ and ‘Hello, Out There’ 
There is an element of novelt yout) — Playhouse, Wilmington 
which wears off because the stunt | (11-12) (premiere); National; Wash- 
done too much. Three different ston (14-19) 
men confess to the same murder. Ir Pains 
g ie! I 1 " ’ 0 1 Alay. 
each instance there is a fadeout and |. ey - riage 19 Roy A : , 
» supposed killer enacts the homi- | ® = a. eg ree 
cide before a Scotland Yard in-|¢#@80 (14-19) 
pector and his assistant ‘brains.’ The ‘Morning Star’ (tryout)—Walnut 
chief snooper becomes exasperated, | Philadelphia (9-12) 

| the more so when a woman also con- | ‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.).—Har- 

| fesses to the crime. lris, Chicago (9-19). 
~ < ~ ~< “TY | “= . _’ 
The first nighters, as the periorm- | ‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Er- | 

}ance pointed to a close. didn’t seem | lang _ 
ae a. jlanger, Buffalo (9-12). 

| to care whodunit, for the chap who | ‘Pirate’ (tr ty University. | 

| was bumped off was a ratty fellow | — ee re ui tabenieny, 4 
with the title of Count. To complete | Medison, Wis. (14-16) (premiere); 


| the evening, one of the star wit- 
nesses enters to say that he thinks 
ihe killed a visitor from Paris who 
|ha. been milking him for excess ex- 
That, however, is on the 
lighter side. 

New play is essentially masculine. 
Although there are three players on 
ithe distaff side, 
{art bits and mostly provide what 
{change of pace there is. Playing 
honors go to Clarence Derwent, a 


| penses, 


way for a flock of seasons. He is 
the irascible witness who has a flat 
nearby that in which the murder 
occurred. He is called in a number 


their contributions | 


| L.cndoner who has been on Broad- ! 


Pabst. Milwaukee (17-19). 
‘Priorities of 1942’ (vaude)—Shu- 
bert, New Haven (10-12). 
‘Private J.ives'—Ford’s, Baltimore 
(GS-12). 
| ‘Pygmalion’ 
Bronx (9-13). 
‘Show-Off’ (stock)—Lafayette, De- 
troit (9-19). 
‘Strip for Action’ (tryout )—Nixon, 
| Pittsburgh (10-19) (premiere) 
‘Vickie’ (tryout)—National, Wash- 
ington (9-12); Ford’s, Baltimore (14- 
19). 
‘Watch On the 


(stock) — Windsor 





Rhine’—Lobero, 


| 


|} Windsor, Bronx 


|Florence Sundstrom, Ethel Wilson, 
| King 

Lewis, 
| Street.’ 


of times when discrepancies of other | Senta Barbara, Cal. (9); Auditorium, ' 


William Saroyan would like the job which may start something. He 
submitted a sample of his idea of reviewing to the Trib last week. 





Through the American Theatre Wing, merchant seamen are getting 
free tickets for shows, picture houses, radio broadcasts, concerts, ball 
games and other sporting events. It is a similar gratuitous service given 


| soldiers, sailors and marines of the Allied Nations through the Civilian 


Recreational Committee of USO. Amended laws permit men in uniform 
free admission without tax, but there is no covering rule applicable to 
merchant seamen. 

Tax has been absorbed by the Yankee ball club and it is understood 
that theatre managers issuing the ducats to the seamen have similarly 
paid the admission taxes for them. They receive but a pittance when not 
on active duty. 


Max Gordon denies that he has formed a partnership with Eddie Small 
and the latter also says it isn’t so. Duo was supposed to co-produce legit 
shows and pictures. Gordon explained that he has a contract with Colum- 
bia Pictures which has a year to run. Small has been identified with 
United Artists. 

Number of 


showmen and authors have teamed in 


Gordon’s shows, 
Gordon was interested 
in some of the late Sam H. Harris attractions and the latter’s top authors, 
George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart, have figured managerially in his more 
Small is entering the legit field and will also prob- 
ably have associates, 


As a result of objections by managers and agents, Nixon, Pittsburgh, 
has cut from three weeks to two advance advertising on coming shows. 
Big weekend ads used to list trio of shows, one opening the following 
night, another for the week after and still a third for the next one. Sam 
Nixon, manager of local legit house, has cut layouts by a third now, ad- 
vertising only current and coming. 

Agents and producers claimed that a big name show being advertised 
three weeks ahead had a tendency to cut,into gross of immediate shows, 
claiming that, since public on road has just so much to spend, in many 
cases they’d pass up something current and wait to see a bigger show on 
the way. 


Employment of about 25 servicemen in uniform as supers for the 
premiere of ‘Janie’ at the Erlanger, Buffalo, resulted in a backstage 
comedy mixup. The soldiers were recruited by manager Richard Kemper 
from a group engaged in army construction activities at the Buffalo Air- 
port, with the agreement their week’s compensation was to go into a 
fund to establish a recreation room at their barracks. Presence backstage 
of half a dozen regular members of the show’s cast, also in army uniform, 
was enough to confuse the men, but when Captain Herschel V. Williams, 
one of the authors, showed up in army dress, the problem of whom to 
salute and of army etiquette in general was foremost around the theatre 
during the engagement. 

Mecca Temple, N. Y., located on a plot running from 55th to 56th streets 
west of Sixth avenue, which has long been in financial difficulties, was 
bought in by foreclosure last week to satisfy a tax lien. Sale price was 
$100,000, possession being taken by the City of New York. There was a 
mortgage of $622,076, with taxes and other liens amounting to $195,000. 

There were occasional legit presentations in the house, which has around 
1,500 seats, and the name of the spot was changed to the Cosmopolitan, 
operettas having been recently staged there. Auctioneer Ralph W. 
Long, formerly general manager for the Shuberts. 


was 


N. Y. ticket agencies are known to have had the best summer period in 
many seasons, but whether all earned an actual profit is not definite. One 


of the larger agencies far ahead of other 


conceded business to have been 
heat + 


elaiy P 41 y 4 y Tay) trea nnerating rad That } tker 
claime he net just reduced the operating red. That broke: 


: - s* 
alleged that ordinarily the outfit 


lost around $700 weekly between May 
and September, but only dropped about $400 this time 
Other brokers said that was baloney and that all operated to a profit. 


Some agencies during summer retain only their key ticket sellers, 
of the staff of six weeks or more without pay. 


balance 
being on vacatio) 

Broadway is losing one of its top costume designers, Irene Sharaff going 
to Hollywood under a term contract with Metro. The current Broadway 
shows in which she figured as designer are ‘By Jupiter’ (Shubert), ‘Star 
and Garter’ (Music Box) and ‘Count Me In,’ opening in Boston this week. 





| Long Beach, Cal. (10-11); Russ Audi- l Clarke, Cliff Dunstan, ‘Beat the 


Band.’ 

Leon Ames, ‘Little Darling.’ 

Nick Perry, Edwin Cooper, Clif- 
ford Carpenter, Dorothea Freed, 
Stanley G. Wood, Charles Mendick, 
Beatrice Manley, Edward O'Shea. 
David Pressman, Joven E. Rola, ‘Eve 
of St. Mark.’ 

Flora Robson, ‘The Damask Cheek. 

Lee Dixon, Donald Burr, ‘Heels 
Together.’ 

Joseph Howard, Irene Hilda. Red 
Marshall, Evelyn Case, ‘Time, Place 
and the Girl.’ 

Dorothy Stone, 
Blanche Ring, 


‘You Can't Take It With You’ 
(stock )—Flatbush, Brooklyn (9-13); 
(15-19), 


Stuart Erwin, ‘Mr. Sycamore.’ 
Reynolds Evans, Henry Antrim, 


Calder, 
Peggy 


Frank Otto, 
Conway, 


Tommy 
‘Franklin 


Harry Bannister, Paul Huber, ‘Strip 


Collins 
for Action.’ 


Party’ 


Charles 
‘Life of the 





Averell Harris, James Lane, John! (‘Patricia’). 
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Production Personnel 








(ON TOUR) 
John Montague, ahead; Warren 
O’Hara, back, ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace.’ 


Arthur Levy, agent; Mack Hil- 
lard, manager, ‘Angel Street.’ 

Barry Hyams, ahead; Leon Spach- 
ner, back, Ballet Russe. 

Phyllis Perlman, p.a; Charles 
Harris, manager, ‘Beat the Band.’ 


Marion Byram, ahead; Sidney 
Harris, manager, ‘Best Foot For- 
ward.’ 

Jacques Pierre, ahead; Edward 
O’Keefe, back, ‘Claudia.’ 

Henry (Hank) Sember, ahead, 


‘Corn Is Green.’ 

C. P. Greneker, p.a.; Frank Smith, 
manager, ‘Count Me In.’ 

John Peter Toohey, p.a., ‘Franklin 
Street.’ 

Jim Keefe, ahead; Louis Lissner, 
manager, ‘Good Night Ladies.’ 

Joe Flynn, ahead, ‘Hellzapoppin’,’ 

S. M. Weller, ahead; James Troupe, 
back, ‘Junior Miss.’ 

Leo Freedman, p.a.; 
menager, ‘Magic.’ 

George L. Miller, 
Benson, manager, 
Dewn.’ 

Sol Jacobson, agent; Bill Tisdale, 
manager, ‘The Morning Star’ (Rich- 
ard Maney, agent, in N. Y.). 

Bill Fields, agent, ‘The Pirate.’ 

Sam Stratton, ahead; Clarence 
Jacobson, back, ‘Porgy and Bess.’ 

Reuben Rabinovitch, aheac, 
‘Priorities of 1942.’ 

Charles Mulligan, ahead, ‘Private 
Lives.’ 

Sam Merin, ahead; Bob Milford, 
back, ‘My Sister Eileen.’ 

Larry Anhalt, ahead; Rube Bern- 
stein, back, ‘My Sister Eileen.’ 

Harry Forward, ahead; Karry 
Kline, back, ‘Strip for Action.’ 

Gertrude Bromberg, ahead; Sam 
Hzindlesman, back, ‘Watch On the 
Rhine.’ 


Paul Groll, 


ahead; Harry 
‘The Moon Is 





(BROADWAY) 


Bill Doll, agent; Tom Kilpatrick, 
manager, ‘Janie.’ 

Richard Maney, 
Bernstein, manager, 
Old Lace.’ 

Willard Keefe, p.a; C. Edwin 
Knill, manager, ‘Blithe Spirit.’ 

Tom Weatherly, agent; J. H. Del 
Bondio, manager, ‘By Jupiter.’ 

Bernard Simon, agent; John Pol- 
leck, manager, ‘Claudia.’ 


agent; Herman 
‘Arsenic and 


C. P. Greneker, agent; Harry 
Shapiro, manager, ‘I Killed’ the 
Count.’ 


Nat Dorfman, p.a; Ben Boyar, 
manager, ‘Junior Miss.’ 

Karl Bernstein, p.a.; Ralph Kra- 
vette, manager, ‘Let’s Face It.’ 

Jean Dalrymple, p.a., ‘Porgy and 
Bess.’ 

James Proctor, agent; George 
Zorn, manager, ‘Angel Street.’ 

Mike Goldreyer, agent; Irving 
N. Becker, back, ‘Tobacco Road.’ 

Joe Heidt, agent, ‘Mr. Sycamore.’ 

Harry Forward, agent; Walter 
Fried, manager, ‘Life With Father.’ 

Nat Dorfman, agent; Albert Co- 
hen, manager, ‘My Sister Eileen.’ 

C. P. Greneker, agent; L. S. Law- 
rence, manager, ‘Sons o’ Fun.’ 

Bill Doll, p.a.; Joe Glick, manager, 
“Star and Garter.’ 

Nat Dorfman, agent; Carl Fisher, 
manager, “This Is the Army.’ 

Harry Davies, p.a.; Joseph Goldin, 
manager, ‘Time, Place and the Girl.’ 

Bill Doll, p.a Charies Munster, 
manager, ‘Stars On Ice.’ 

James Proctor, p.a.; Milton Baron, 
manager, ‘Uncle Harry.’ 
Richard Maney, p.a.; 

back, ‘Vickie.’ 


John Tuerk, 


(N. ¥. HOUSE MANAGERS) 


E. L, Hardy, Golden. 

Lew Wood, Fulton. 

Elias Weinstock, Booth. 

J. J. Garrity, Shubert. 

John Shubert, St. James. 

Otto Metzzer, Cort. 

Allen Schnebbe, Lyceum. 
orman Light, Imperial. 

L. A. Meyers, Empire. 

Bob Bull, Jr, Majestic. 

Ernest MacAuley, 46th Street. 

Louis Lotito, Beck. 

J. M. Johnstone, Winter Garden. 

Bill Norton, Music Box. 

Sidney Goldman, Center. 

Mike Kavanaugh, Broadway. 

Robert Ronchetti, Broadhurst. 





Sol Jacobson, p.a. for the tryout of 
‘Morning Star,’ goes to Chicago 
ahead of the tour of ‘Spring Again’ 
for Guthrie McClintic. 


vi 


LEONARD BERGMAN DIES 
OF CANCER IN N. Y. 


Leonard E. Bergman, former crack 
theatre treasurer, died at the Doctors 
Hospital, N. Y¥., Saturday (5) after 
an illness of some months. He had 
been operated on previously at the 
Post Graduate hospital for an in- 
testinal obstruction, another diagno- 
sis having been colitis. Bergman was 
sent home, but suffered so intensely 
that a secondary operation was per- 
formed from which he survived but 
three days. He was afflicted with 
cancer. 

For many seasons Bergman was 
treasurer of the New Amsterdam 
theatre, throughout the period that 
it was Broadway’s leading musical 
comedy house. Such attractions as 
Ziegfeld’s ‘Follies,’ Dillingham’s 
‘Sally’ and ‘Sunny,’ which grossed 
over $40,000 weekly for indefinite 
periods, had Bergman handling all 
the tickets for the agencies. The 
shows were $5.50 top, but command- 
ed much higher prices when dis- 
posed of by the brokers. 

There was little control of agency 
prices during those seasons and it 
was the custom for boxoffices to col- 
lect real coin as gratuities. Berg- 
man’s uncle, the late A. L. Erlanger, 
was aware of the ticket gravy and 
decided to let his nephew spend 
some of it, Bergman buying an in- 
terest in ‘Two Little Girls in Blue,’ 
which Erlanger thought would be a 
bloomer. Show turned out to be a 
hit. 

More recently Bergman represent- 
ed the Erlanger theatre interests, 
most of which have been liquidated. 





and Nixon, Pittsburgh, and both are 
said to have had 
Wilbur and Colonial, Boston; also 
Ford’s Baltimore up to the time of 
its sale last season. 

Bergman had a sense of humor 
and along with other box office men 
organized the ‘42nd Street Country 
Club,’ whose occasional gatherings 
were beefsteak affairs. 

Funeral services were held Mon- 
day (7) morning at the Riverside 
chapel, burial being in Buffalo, 
where his surviving mother, Mrs. 
Caroline Bergman, sister of Erlan- 
ger, resides. His widow also sur- 
vives, 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Lady in the Dark’ 
Sam H. Harris. 

‘Franklin Street’—-Max Gor- 
don. 

‘Beat the Band’—George Ab- 
boit. 

‘The Pirate’ 
Theatre Guild. 

‘Let Freedom Sing’ — Youth 
Theatre, Inc. 

‘Eve of St. 
wrights. 

‘Junior Miss’ (Chicago Co.)— 
Max Gordon. 


CHI LEGIT BIG: 
‘LADIES,’ $16,000 


Chicago, Sept. 8. 
Holiday weekend in Chicago was 
great for theatre business, with town’s 
only two shows grossing a very nice 
average for week. Loop was jammed 
with visitors throughout four-day 
session, upping intake considerably. 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Go.d Night, Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(2ist week) (1,200; $2.75). Splendid 
gross reached nigh $16,000. 

‘My Sister Eil:en,’ Harris (16th 
week) (1,000; $1.65). Enjoyed an 
outstanding seven days, running up 
$9,000. 


‘ARSENIC’ SRO $21,000 
IN 1ST FRISCO WEEK 


San Francisco, Sept. 8. 





(road )— 


— Playwrights, 


Mark’ — Play- 




















With Marcus Heiman he had been | 
operating the National, Washington, | 


interests in the | 














Wayburn Dies 


Continued from page 4l 








so abnormal that he couldnt’ under- 
stand it, so consulted the late Tink 





Humphries, then a vaudeville ex- 
jecutive in Chicago. Humphries said 
the would find out what it was all 


about and soon referred Wayburn to 


| Billy Jackson. Latter knew the in- | 
told Wayburn: | 


| side and pointedly 


| ‘The Wolverine leaves for N. Y. at 
| 4:30, and so does the Century.’ Way- 
; burn took the hint pronto. Later 
jhe did open a school in Chicago, but 
lit flopped. 
Top Vaude Producer 
Wayburn’s vaudeville productions 
|were among the best the two-a-day 
lever saw. Among them was ‘The 
| Reindeers,’ which played all the big 
time and was sent to London. His 
‘The Producer’ ined censic 
ifame, for in that act he appeared in 
'a sweater. Whether he got that 
from the late A. L. Erlanger. or the 
latter copped it from Wayburn, is a 
tossup. Erlanger used to sport ; 
| sweater not only at rehearsals bu 
ion opening nights of the K. & E 
shows, usually standing behind one 
of the lower floor boxes so that 
he could easily go onto the stage if 
the applause was big enough. 
‘The Governor's 
Cohans. Upon 


—_s —_ = 
BAaAIMea erable 


Wayburn staged 
Son’ for the Four 
returning from 
tempted one of his own musicals, 
‘Town Topics,’ at the Century, but it 
failed badly. In 1920 he 
‘Hitchy Koo’ 
and ‘Poor Little Ritz Girl.’ As late 
as 1929 he presented ‘Ned Wayburn’s 
Gambols.’ Also staging the ‘Ed 
Wynn Carnival.’ He was active both 
in legit and vaudeville up to that 
time. Dance director, stager, actor 
and producer, he also wrote songs 
and his ‘Syncopated Sandy’ sold 
more than 1,000,000 copies. One of 
his acts ‘Honeymoon Cruise,’ was 
booked into Poli’s 
times in one year, and in each ap- 
pearance played to capacity. Yet 
| Poli wanted to know of Matt Saun- 
iders, who now represents Loew’s in 





London he at-| 


staged | 
(Raymond Hitchcock) | 


Bi idgeport Six | 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ with 
|Broadway cast, opened here at a 
|torrid level, cutting in on ‘Claudia,’ 
| which sagged somewhat. 
Estimates fer Last Week 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Curran 
(1,774; $2.75). Started off packing the 
house; nearly $21,000. 
‘Claudia,’ Geary (1,500; $2.75) (5th 
|week). Still doing a nice business, 
| $16,500, in fifth session. 


‘Brown $12,000 in Det: 
$40,500 in 3 Weeks 


Detroit, Sept. 8. 
With two record weeks at pop 
prices already tucked in, Joe E. 
Brown, in “The Show-Off,’ continues 
strong in a third week at the Lafay- 
ette, with gross estimated at $12,000. 
With the top at $1.50, the comedy 











g has garnered approximately $40,500 


|in the first three weeks. 

The Cass pulled up the curtain on 
the new season Sunday night (5) 
with ‘Angel Street,’ which producer 
{Shepard Traube has assembled for 
|a westward junket. Cast is headed 
by Ernest Cossart, Lynn Phillips 
and Byron McGrath. 





‘Priorities,’ ‘Band’ Open 


New Haven, Sept. 8. 


Shubert unfurls the new 


season 


Thurs. (10) with break-in of ‘Pri- 
orities of °43.’ Show is in for three 
days 





N. H. Break-In Season | 


| Saturday night (5) 
| shaky start 


Following week brings preem of | 


the Abbott musical, ‘Beat the Band’ 
(17-19). Other shows due are break- 
in of Boston company of 
Miss,’ Gilbert & Sullivan op, and 
a tryout of an untitled Guild play. 
October is heavily booked. 

House will continue Sunday band- 


‘Junior | 


‘Private Lives’ Big 


| a notch. 


vaude policy, tee off being next Sun. | 


Wayburn’s first Broadway appear- 
ance was in ‘The Swell Miss Fitz- 
starred May Irwin in 
1897. He toured for two years in 
By the Sad Sea Waves.’ In addition 
to his professional activities, he pre- 
number of amateur 


well,’ which 


sentea any 


Pre-Labor Day Exodus Dents B'way 
But Out-of-Towners Hypo It Again 





Crowds surged into Broadway for 
the Labor Day holiday weekend; 
nearly everything sold out Saturday 
night. Prior to that there was an 
offish tone in business because of 
natives going out of town. Grosses 
in most instances dropped, but fig- 
ures for the coming week will ad- 
vance because of great attendance 
Sunday and Monday. One new show 
‘Janie, is due this week at the 
Miller Thursday (10). 

Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R_ (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (39th week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Doing better than in- 
dicated, with the gross around $11,- 
000; stay here indefinite; road show 
opened this week. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(85th week) (SD-893; $3.30). Only 
fair late in week until Saturday 
night, which helped send gross over 
——- good chance to stick through 
fall. 


‘Blithe Spirit,’ Booth (43d week) 
(CD-712; $3.30). Has gone back on 


‘MOON,’ FAIR $9,000, 
TEES OFF PITT SEASON 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 8. 


Legit season teed off to a fairly 
satisfactory start last week at Nixon 
when ‘Moon Is Down’ got estimated 
$9,000, rather okay considering the 
early getaway and the heat. Shows 
rarely get underway locally un- 
til end of September and inaugurai 
session ran into plenty of hot 
weather, which didn’t help, of 
course, in this non air-conditioned 
house, 

‘Moon’ played to $2 top, with $1.50 
for the matinees, and had Conrad 
Nagel as a name, not to mention the 
flood of local John Steinbeck public- 
ity in three newspapers over the 
last month as a result of a phoney 
passing himself off here as the noted 
author. Notices weren't so hot, but 
gross resulted in profits for both 
theatre and attraction. House cur- 
rently dark for first three days of 
week, unshuttering Thursday (10) 
with preem of new Lindsay-Crouse 
comedy, ‘Strip for Action,’ which 
will remain here through next week. 


‘Blackouts’ Rolls in Com 











On 11th Week L. A., 136 


Los Angeles, Sept. 8. 
Ken Murray’s ‘Blackouts of 1942’ 
continues to show a nice profit, 
knocking off better than $13,000 in 
its 11th week at Hollywood El Capi- 
tan. Weekly nut of $7,500 allows for 


plenty of divvy among Murray’s 
partners. 

Show looks set for another three 
months. 


Harry Abbott's ‘Swing Shift Revels’ 
reopened the Hollywood Music Box | 
and was off to a! 
The ‘Swing Shift’ extra 
show at 1:30 am. is a disappoint- 
ment, but it is too early to speculate, 
due to many being out of town over 
the holiday. 

Figured that the $2.20 top may be 
too high and will likely be dropped 





$13,500 in Capital 


Washington, Sept. 8 


Ruth Chatterton and Ralph Forbes 
Noel Coward’s ‘Private Lives’ did 
imping business last week at the 


ational at $1.50 top, with the final 
yunt-up estimated $13,500 for eight 
»] Almost equalled ‘My | 
business, which broke | 


cK 
performance 


Sister Eileen’ 


'a record at the scale 


shows, an outlet for his school. He} 


was credited-with being concerned 
with 600 musicals during a career 
of 41 years. 

Wayburn was reputed to have 
been a millionaire more than once, 
but he went bankrupt in 1935. A 
native of Pittsburgh, he had his 
first experience in the theatre as 
an usher in Chicago Grand Opera 
| House. 

Surviving are his widow, nee Mar- 
garet Kirby, whom he wed in 1916, 
and a namesake son by an earlier 
marriage. He had previously been 
married to Agnes Sayre and Helene 
Davis, once his vaudeville partner. 
Funeral, held at Campbell’s Satur- 
lday (5), was attended by well 
|knowns, some of whom came from 
out of town. 


| 


fegular season opened yesterday | 


(Monday) with’ presentation of | 
‘Vickie’ under the aegis of Frank | 
Mandel. 


‘Scotland, Big $6,100, End 





| 


| week. William Harrigan played op- | 





Toronto Summer Season | 


Toronto, Sept. 5. 
Last play of the summer season at 
the Royal Alexandra here saw Elissa 
Landi in Maxwell Anderson’s ‘Mary 
of Scotland’ chalking up estimated 
$6,100, with capacity business all 





posite her. The 1,55l-seater was 
scaled at $1.50 top 

Commencing yesterday (7) house 
went back to roadshows, with ‘Moon 
Is Down’ (Conrad Nagel) as teeoff. 
Five-week lineup to date has ‘Moon,’ 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ ‘Angel Street,’ 
‘Ballet Russe’ 1942-43 premiere per- 
formance, C. Aubrey Smith and | 
Grace George in ‘Spring Again.’ 


;}a@ run 


eight performance basis: had cut 
Mondays; last week takings were 
around $10,000, quite satisfactory. 


‘By Jupiter,’ Shubert (14th week) 
(M-1,325; $4.40). There were some 
performances affected, but looks like 
real stayer into new season; rated 
around $26,500. 


‘I Killed the Count,’ Cort (lst 
week) (CD-1,064; $3.30). Opened late 
last week; good presentation, but 
doubtful press; chances should be in- 
dicated this week. 


‘Janie,’ Miller (C-940; $3.30). Pre- 
sented by Brock Pemberton with 
Columbia Pictures interested; writ- 
ten by Josephine Bentham and Her- 
- V. Williams; opens Thursday 

a 


‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (44th week) 
(CD-1.004; $3.30). Riding along to 
consistently profitable business and 
should extend well into new season; 
went off with field, but garnered 
$11,000. 


‘Life With Fither’ Empire (147th 
week) (C-1,062; $3.30). Continues to 
get real money for play that hag 
been running two years and 10 
months; quoted at $11,800. 


‘Let's Face It,’ Imperial (41st week) 
(M-1,450; $4.46) Newer musicals 
when they arrive will have to be 
very good to affect this standout, 
holding over from last season after 
layoff; like other shows business was 
affected last week, but gross well 
over $27,000. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Beck (89th 
week) (CD-1,214; $1.65). Still in the 
money after long run, with another 
month or so indicated before road 
dates prior to film version; rated well 
over $10,000. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (40th 
week) (CD-1,519; $4.40). The way 
business has been lately this revue 
can skip through the fall period or 
beyond; over $30,000. 

‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box (i1lth 
week) (R-991; $4.40). Building a 
rep that should hold this one 
through new season; standees have 
gross topping $24,000 weekly. 

‘Stars on Ice,’ Center (8th week) 
(M-3,000; $1.65). An extra matinee 
last week sent week’s takings over 
$37,000 mark; should maintain pace 
in Radio City spot against ‘Ice- 
Capades’ opposition at Madison 
Square Garden. 

‘Uncle Harry,’ Broadhurst (15th 
week) (D-1,142; $3.30). Moves to 
Hudson next week to make way for 
‘Show Time’; business for meller 
satisfactory; around $10,000. 


Added 


‘This Is the Army,’ Broadway, 9th 
week) (R-1,942; $4.40). Two weeks 
more after this week for great 
soldier show, which continues te 
pack ’em in; takings for last week 
quoted at $48,311; nothing will top 
that this season. 

‘Claudia,’ St. James (return en- 
gagement (15th week) (C-1,520; 
$1.65). Making a bit of profit and 
may continue; if so, in another 
house; rated around $6,500. 


Revivals 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (D-1,195; 
$1.10). Brought in for repeat date 
prior to another season on the road; 
if business okay, out of town book- 
ings will be set back; started Sat- 
urday (5). 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (33d 
week) (M-1,774; $2.75). Another 
-wo weeks after this for the Gersh- 
win classic, which has established 
record for a revival; lines 
again at boxoffice last week; gross 


|} over $17,000. 
} 





























Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 
c/o Variety, Hollywood 























THROW A POSEY TO 


Lee Shubert, the most gen- 
erous man in show business 


Direction: Wm. Morris 
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Ray Bell Explains 

Ray Bell is the late 
concern over the ‘total ignorance of 
background and purposes’ of the Mc- 
Sorley Mounted Literary Society 
(N, Y.), and he denies that ‘two- 
headed people must pay double dues. 
Although it is alleged that the pur- 
poses of the society are ‘literary and 
philosophical,’ the by-laws, if any, 
provide that any two members may 
expel any other member, and one 
member may throw the president 
out. 

Also claimed that the society has 
no official song; it sings as it pleases 
(lousy). Any member over-imbibing 
at meetings more than three consecu- 
tive times becomes an_ ex-officio 
member of the board of directors, 
which consists of eight members, 
headed by a bewildered chairman, 





Best’s Latest Perfidy 


Latest of several cheap stunts by 
Robert P. Best, former Spartanburg 
resident who became foreign news- 
paper correspondent (UP) and later 
turned Nazi, has South Carolina 
folks boiling. Best, bellowing in 
Berlin broadcasts for Hitler, is ask- 
ing South Carolinians to write his 
name on ballot as Congressman-at- 
Large in the November ef€ctions. 

The Hitler disciple contends he 
has maintained his citizenship, and, 
though absent, has the right to run. 
Indicated here now that the people 
will ask the state legislature at its 
next session to pass a special act 
declaring Best is no longer a citizen 
of this state. 

Best, who was in Vienna several 
years before knifing his country and 
going to Berlin, has refused to leave 
the Nazi gutters and return home, 





Books by 2 Kansans 


Books by both of 
whom climbed the ladder 


two Kansans, 
literary 


from newsroom typewriters, are 
among this month’s publisher re- 
leases. 

‘They Were Expendable,’ a war 


narrative by William L. White, son 
of Emporia’s William Allen White, 
is to be published Sept. 14 by Har- 
court, Brace. It’s slated to be a 
Book-of-the-Month club choice. ‘All 
Sons Must Say Goodbye,’ a first 
novel by Michael Amrine, who now 
is a staff member of The Baltimore 
Sun after once having worked on 
The Emporia Gazette, was published 
Sept. 2 by Harpers. 





Clem McCarthy’s Works 
Clem McCarthy is completing a 


book called ‘Bet You a Million 
Gates,’ the biography of John W. 
Gates, fabulous piunger. Although 


he earned the phrase through spec- 
tacular gambling at the racetracks, 
Gates was much more active in the 
stock market. 

New work will be a companion 
piece to McCarthy’s ‘Pittsburgh Phil,’ 
rated one of the most alert bettors in 
the history of racing. It first ap- 
peared serially in the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post. McCarthy is broadcasting 
the races at WAIT, Chicago. 

2 Pitters to Other Fields 

Couple of Pittsburgh’s No. 1 re- 
porters have left jobs there for new 
posts. Robert H. Hagy, Jr., crack 
Post-Gazette newshawk, goes to the 
Chicago office of the Luce mags and 
Dick Lamb, ace Press city man, has 
joined staff of Business Week in 
New York. 

Hagy has represented Time, Life 
and Fortune in Pittsburgh for some 
time and Lamb couple of years ago 





won American Press Society-Mellon | 


cash award for best reportorial job 
of the year on a series exposing 
high construction costs in Pittsburgh. 





Ethridge Now Publisher 

Mark Ethridge, v.p. and general 
manager of the Louisville (Ky.) 
Courier - Journal and _ Louisville 
Times since 1936, became publisher 
of the two newspapers Friday (4). 
He succeeds Lieut. Barry Bingham, 
owner, who now becomes president 
of the organization, which also owns 
radio station WHAS. Bingham is 
now on active duty with the U. S. 
Navy in London. Mrs. Bingham was 
named a v.p. and director of the 
company. 

Ethridge, who was publisher of 
the Richmond (Va.) Times-Dispatch 
before going to Louisville, remains a 
V.p. 





Harry Hershfield’s Chores 

Harry Hershfield, N. Y. Mirror 
cartoonist, columnist and radio hu- 
morist, is still working on a long- 
standing commitment to Simon & 
Schuster for a book which he calls 
*Anybody’s Biography.’ Title is 
culled from the manifold person- 


st to express | thrown in contact. 


alities with whom the humorist was | 
He'll also illus- | 
| trate it. 
Meantime he’s finishing up on the | 
illustrations of Dick Hyman’s book, | 
‘Superstitions of Celebrities,’ due | 
soon. Hyman is promotion manager 
for King Features. 





Prof. Nicoll's Leave 


Prof. Allardyce Nicoil, chairman 
ot Yale’s drama department, has 
been granted a leave of absence for 
the: duration to accept a post with 
the British Embassy in Washington. 
Nicoll’s lecture course on ‘History 
of the Drama’ will be carried on by 
Prof. C. F. Tucker Brooke and Prof. 
Jack R. Crawford. Technical duties 
will be distributed among remaining 
personnel. 

Prof. Nicoll has been at Yale since 
1933. 





Can. Weeklies Elect 


Officers elected at the 23d annual 
convention of the Canadian Weekly 
Newspapers Ass'n in Saskatoon, 
Sask., were: president, R. P. Mac- 
Lean, Kelowna, B. C.; past president, 
Walter R. Legge, Granby, Que.; 
honorary first vice-president, Major 
W. Ashfield, Grenfell, Sask.; vice- 
presidents, W. J. Rouse, Manitou, 
Man., and E. P. Galbraith, Red Deer, 
Alta. 





Toast Hannen Swaffer 


Hannen Swaffer’s 40th anniversary 
as a London newspaperman was 
celebrated recently at a dinner. 

A hundred or so of his fellow 
scribes turned out to honor the critic 
and columnist, known on both sides 
of the Atlantic. 





LITERATI OBITS 
Henry TT. E. White, 89, former 
managing editor of the Chicago 
Daily News, died Sept. 1 in Chicago, 


is a fine example of the control of 
the industry which Washington seeks 
to impose but exhibitors do not 
seem to remember that it is wise 
to look before they leap.’ 


This distrib executive, who has 
been getting around the country 
considerably of late, says that he 


has talked to many exhibitors who 
have been threatening to complain 
to Washington about rentals in the 
hope that some ceiling or limitations 
are set. 

Instead of exhibitor organizations 
passing resolutions of one kind or 
another, he has sought to spread the 
gospel that if a theatre operator 
wants a 10 or 15% profit perhaps he 
should first try to become a better 
showman and get more out of the 
product he buys than he has been. 


Started in UMPI 


When committees were working 
on the framing of the UMPI plan, 
some representatives of exhib asso- 
ciations sought to write a _ rental 
control clause into the plan. The 
distributors refused to consider any 
proposals along that line and in the 
event actual plans get under way in 
Washington for a ceiling they are 
expected to battle any such move 
with figures as well as other am- 
munition, 


While reminding that many exhibs 
may not realize the dangers inherent 
in getting Federal control of film- 
buying costs because it would doubt- 
less lead to other regulation, a dis- 
tributor source stresses that if they 
want a ceiling based on a reasonable 
profit, the distribs are also going to 
insist On a similar profit. 

Not only that but declared that 
there are many cases where one 
exhib may now be paying $75 for a 
film but another operating a theatre 
of comparable importance in a simi- 
lar town is paying $100 or more. 
Were any ceiling to be sought, dis- 
tribs would naturally insist that the 
man getting film a less cost be pulled 
up to a comparative level with 
others having operations of the same 
character. Also, distributor feeling 
is that the distrib is entitled to the 





Kenneth S. Beall, 40, state editor 
ter long illness. Wife, daughter and 
mother survive. 

Elbert J. Darrow, 76, former 
managing editor of the old Canton 
(O.) Daily News, died Sept. 4. He 
was previously editor of Ravenna 
(O.) Republican. 

Albert J. Hare, 91, former editor 
and publisher of the Marysville (O.) 
Journal, and associated with Okla- 
homa newspapers for some years, 
died Aug. 31 in Tulsa, Okla., leaving 
two daughters and a son. 








CHATTER 





Eddie Johnson, Chicago Tribune's 
color page editor, in Hollywood for 
three weeks. 


| Don Thompson gandering 


Dispatch. 
| First of Dixie’s woman editors, as 


newsmen continue to flock into 
|armed forces, is Blanche Jones, 
| named editor-in-chief of North 


| Georgia Tribune at Canton. 

‘He’s tied up tighter than a Hearst 
contract’ is an idiom in syndicate 
circles, referring to the tough pacts 
usually drawn with feature writers 
and cartoonists. 

Robin Garland is new photo ed- 
itor of Satevepost, vice George 
Kother. 

Al Strasser 
mag art editor. 


resigned as Liberty 

















| Ceiling Threat 
Mecuigeitinitadad from page 5 
| the Government and ask for a ceiling 
on rentals. At the same time, the 
Cincinnati organization, headed by 
Wess Huss, president, went on record 
against increased admissions and ex- 
tended playing time as contractual 
demands. 


In New England 


On top of this action, reported that 
Independent Exhibitors, Inc., of New 
England, of which Nathan Yamins is 
leader, stands ready to gird for a 
fight in favor of legislation fixing 
| ceilings on film rentals. This organi- 
zation was one of three which re- 
jected the United Motion Picture In- 
dustry plan and bombarded the De- 
partment of Justice with appeals to 
kill it for many and varied reasons. 

Commenting on the adverse action 
taken by Thurman Arnold, assistant 
attorney general, with respect to the 
UMPI sales proposals, a high distri- 
| bution official, discussing the rent- 








of Cleveland Press, died Sept. 4 af- | 


Phyllis Bentley, English authoress | 


active in British Ministry of Info, | 
has been shifted to the American 
Division and is due in U. S. in De- | 
cember. 


Holly- | 
| wood studios for the St. Louis Post | 


same ratio of profit as the exhibitor 
who plays his film. 

Speaking for his company, one of 
the Big Five under the decree, a 
|sales executive stated that if an 
|exhibitor is being hurt the company 
}is very willing to make an equitable 
|adjustment and all along this past 
season has been doing so where jus- 
tified. 

However, now and then it is dis- 
covered that exhibs try to take ad- 
| vantage on adjustment policies. One 
|recently claimed he 


was in bad 
shape and had to have an adjust- 
ment. A careful analysis of rent- 


als, gross, etc., showed that he was 
making a profit of 22% after 
ing himself a salary. 

| ‘T 





pay- 


see no reason, the distributor 
exec added, ‘why we should sell 
|} under the market unless the ex- 


hibitor is actually sustaining a loss.’ 














Week’s New Shorts| 








| bums ONtinued from page 14 


| cast headed by Paul Kelly, Anne 
| Nagel and other familiar feature 
players, this is about the most enter- 
taining serial out of this studio in 
years. It comes closer to being adult 
fare than recent efforts, too. Only 
on a few occasions does the action 
limp into old-style serialization. 
This chapter concerns the efforts 
of the U. S. Secret Service to combat 
an Axis sabotage ring. It centers 
around a new secret formula for 
| making synthetic rubber tires and 
efforts of the ring to steal the plans. 
Yarn has Dan Barton (Paul Kelly) 
getting discharged from the police 
; force as iieutenant in order to aid 
the U. S. ferret out this sabotage 
ring. 
| Trim performances by Kelly and 
|} Anne Nagel are helped by Spencer 
Bennett’s nicely paced direction. 
Introduction of a blackboard lec- 
ture, supposedly by a U. S. Army 
officer, to explain how codes are de- 
| Ciphered enhances this serial. It’s 
an added strip (scheduled for every 
chapter) that inculcates great ex- 
ploitation possibilities. 

‘Old Blackout Joe’ (Phantasy car- 
toon comedy, Col, 6 mins.)—-Mild 
cartoon entry showing efforts of a 








Harlem blackout warden to make 
his district 100% perfect. Tries too 
hard for laughs. Thin idea fairly 
well executed. Wear. 





F-WC Charity Nights 


Los Angeles, Sept. 8. 
Series of 100 midnight shows for 
the benefit of American Legion char- 
ities will be put on in Fox-West 
Coast houses throughout California. 
Legionnaires will sell the tickets, 
with F-WC donating the houses and 








als situation points out that ‘Arnold 


' staffs. 


| stage 


| Dieppe 
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House Reviews 


——<‘ontinued from page 3955 








STANLEY, PITT 


was singing over Pittsburgh stations 
and with Pittsburgh bands. 

Breese’s lineup consists of five 
saxes, three trombones, three trum- 
pets, guitar, bass, drums and piano, 
and boys make a lot of good music. 
Swell comedy novelty comes early in 
‘Keep "Em Smiling,’ with the gang 
mugging it neatly, and Kay Allen, 
formerly with late Bunny Berigan, 
mops up on ‘Pennsylvania Poika,’ 
‘Take Me’ and ‘Summertime.’ Gal’s 
both able and decorative, and has 
unusually strong pipes. ‘Bill of 
Rights’ is in the glee club manner 
led by Steve Bauers, base player, 
and bright modern arrangement of 
an oldie, ‘Rosette,’ has John Crosby 
taking the sax lead. Breese himself 
is much more of a showman than he 
used to be, has lot of poise and gen- 
erally makes himself useful as well 
as a peg for the light novelty stuff. 
All in all, he has a band now that 
can hold its own and deliver the 
money’s worth on any deluxe stage. 


Three Stooges, of course, are still 
the Three Stooges. They've been 
selling the same routine for nearly a 
decade now and there’s actually no 
reason why they should change it, if 
the enthusiasm of this afternoon’s 
crowd for their burlesque quarter- 
hour can be taken as a criterion. 
Cash customers lapped up every- 
thing they did. Berrys tied the show 
up in knots, as they always do, with 
their strong eccentric legmania. 

Biz big. Cohen. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 








Washington, Sept. 6. 
Jay C. Flippen, Diosa Costello, 
Diamond Bros. (3), The Divans, 
Rhythm Rockets, Sam Jack Kauf- 
man’s House Orch; ‘Footlight Sere- 
nade’ (20th). 





This is 50 fast minutes of show, 
with emphasis on comedy, some of it 
a little too indigo for a Sunday af- 
ternoon audience. 

Rhythm Rockets’ first routine is an 
introductory for the Divans, two 
smooth ballroom dancers with num- 
bers that demonstrate grace and 
rhythm. Fun entrance for emcee 
Jay C. Flippen, with two medieval 
heralds blowing a Bronx cheer on 
the trumpets. A couple of Flippen 
nifties, and then the Diamond boys 
are brought on for customary knock- 
about. . Most of their patter, on the 
nance side, went flat as a flapjack 
with the Sabbath crowd, End up 
with fast dancing routine and heavy 
applause for the challenge steps 

Revival of the old George White 
‘Scandals’ skit, “The Stand-in’, is 
straight from the alfalfa fields. Sam 
Jack Kaufman sheds dignity to be 
the stooge who gets the meringue 
in the face and the bucket of water. 
Diamond Bros. Flipnpen and Dolly 
Gallo help out in this, which adds 
up to several ears of corn. But the 
audience went solidly for the hokum. 

Flippen had ’em going with his 
monolog, but the Statue of Liberty 
joke should be parked for the dura- 
tion. Just two raw for these times. 


| Diosa Costello, the Latin bombshell. 


moves an extra drummer on the 
for her rhythms. Girl is 
tobasco enough, and routine looks as 
though she envied Cass. Daley. 
Grotesque stuff is similar. The 
torso-shaking and shiver got ’em, 
though. Trailers close after a 
burlesque bit with Flippen in a 
Charley’s Aunt rig. 

Lobby packed and a lockout. 

Arke. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREEL) 





Official pictures of the recent 
raid by Commandos and 
American Rangers, just released by 


Paramount, highlight the current bill 


and provide unusual excitement. 
Some excellent action shots were 
snared, including bombing, dog 


fights in the air, fires, the downing 
of a couple of planes and rescue of 
pilots. 

Tacked to the Dieppe sequence is 
a clip dealing with Commando raids 
on Norwegian coastal towns. On 
the home front Par has photographed 
Rangers in training. A group of 
Rangers in England undergoing 
rigid training there is attached to 
this one, 

Another fine clip dealing with war 
action has been released by News 
of the Day, which covers a convoy 
defending itself from enemy air- 
craft while enroute from Gibraltar 
to Malta. Related war items include 
Winston Churchill in Egypt, launch- 
ing of the Iowa, the Russian sniper 
who has bumped off several hun- 
dred Nazis, graduation of the first 
group of WAAC, gals joining the 
WAVES, opening of the film indus- 
try’s September bond drive and 
Joseph Grew’s warning on Japan 
as a war power The former ambas- 
sador’s talk was impressive. 





_An exclusive is a camera inter- 
view with Frances Long, an evacuee 











from Manila who tells of her in- 
ternment there and the hardships 


undergone. Miss Long photographs 
and speaks well. Among other 
things, she’s quite a looker. Par 


made the exclusive. 

The sports column includes a 
night football game in Chicago, a 
grid tussle in Los Angeles and train- 
ing of college football players at 
Villanova, Pa. 

Show includes a short, ‘Men of 
the Sky’ (WB), plus the usual 
weekly specials with Tex McCrary 
and H. V. Kaltenborn, latter recent- 
ly back from England and Russia. 
McCrary this week discusses the four 
Roosevelt sons who are in the serv- 
ice and pays nice tribute to them. 

Char. 


EARLE, WASH. 





Washington, Sept. 4. 
Hermanos Williams Trio, Ken 
Davidson and Hugh Forgie, Billie 


Rayes, Roxyettes, Joe Lombardi’s 
House Orch; ‘Across the Pacific’ 
(WB). ° 





These long pictures, supplemented 
by government shorts and notices 
plus the regulation newsreel, cuts 
down the running time for this stage 
show. Routine is 35 minutes with- 
out any dynamite. 

Roxyettes open with a slick rou- 
tine marked by the return of Eileen 
Ritter, who sings with the mike. The 
badminton experts have worked up 
a neat little act. Davidson and 
Forgie are good showmen, make 
their session with the rackets and 
shuttlecock register as fine entertain- 
ment. If the dea is to show bad- 
minton is not a sissy game, but a 
strenuous net sport, it succeeds. 

Billy Rayes has a good idea, try- 
ing to mix screen impersonations 
with juggling. Question is if he 
isn’t biting off too much. Keeping 
those balls in the air prevents him 
from getting the full effect of his 
voice over the microphone. His 
dancing finish is a wow. 

Hermanos William Trio blends the 
South American dance tempos with 
acrobatics. Just so-so. The Roxy- 
ettes close with a stilt dance, very 
well rehearsed, difficult and a crowd 
pleaser. Joe Lombardi’s band clicks. 
socking out an applause overture of 
favorite George M. Cohan melodies. 





Arke. 














Stop Gossip’ 
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licenses unless ‘you curb loose tall 
and excessive drinking.’ 

‘In a joint investigation with other 
officials we found waiters, bartenders 
and civilians pumping war workers 
and army personnel of valuable mili- 
tary information,’ he said. ‘It may 
have been innocent, but it also could 
be used for sabotage. It is a danger- 
ous situation and one which the 
Army cannot tolerate.’ 

Previously the State Liquor Con- 





trol Commission had indicated that 
|it would put out of biz those tavern 
|keepers who do not abide by strict 
rules laid down on nitery operation, 
It now is indicated that several ma- 
jor spots here may be shuttered. 
Shows had to be cleaned up, for one 
thing, and the augmented rules now 
ask that spots confine themselves to 
seeing that the patrons hush up on 
war talk. 

‘Everybody will be better off if the 
clubs keep their minds on their own 
business—entertainment,’ the army 
spokesman said. 


| F.D.R.’s Cue | 


—— 
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such a ceremony had ever been 
broadcast. 
Inclusion of the story of Lt. 


Powers’ heroism was apparently 
made by the President at the last 
minute, after hearing Sunday night’s 
‘They Live Forever’ program. Roose- 
velt is understood to have intended 
announcing the award of the Con- 
gressional Medal of Honor to the 
missing flyer, but had not planned to 
tell the story at such length. At his 
suggestion, the Navy got in touch 
with Teichmann and that part of the 
‘Live Forever’ program was wired*to 
the White House. 

Incident at first frightened Teich- 
mann acutely, as he had no idea why 
the Navy wanted a copy of the 
script. When it was explained that 
Washington wanted to see it, he 
feared that he had included some 
forbidden material, which had some- 
how slipped through the Navy public 
relations men. Subsequent word that 
it was the White House that wanted 
the material merely increased Teich- 
mann’s agitation. However, he was 
finally given a hint to be sure to 





listen to the President's broadcast. 
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Broadway 





Pvt. Carl Laemmle, Jr., transferred 
to Fort Knox, Ky. 

Al Jolson cables from Belfast that 
he kissed the blarney stone. 

George. Wellbaum at home with 
pneumonia, developed from strep 

roat. 

aa Lackey plans a vaude-burley 


show with the title of ‘Victory 
Varieties.’ 
Agent Mark Hanna started his 


OWI duties in N. Y. this week. Goes 
to London end of month. 

John Murray Anderson reported 
already engaged to stage the Ring- 
long circus for next season. 

Laudy Lawrence, 20th-Fox foreign 
sales chief, expected back from Lon- 
don within the next two weeks. 

Jacob A. Weiser will again con- 
duct evening classes In playwright- 
ing and dramatics at City College. 

Former French film producer Jack 


Forrester back in New York, after 
a stay at Metro as an associate prod. 
John Byram visited his wife, 
Marion, who is agenting ‘Best Foot 
Forward in Chicago, over the 
weekend. 
Depending on fuel oil, the Mort 


Blumenstocks like their Conn. farm 
so much they may sojourn there the 
year round. 

A lot of film people scrammed 
early Friday (4) for the Labor Day 
weekend. UA closed its office at 
1 p.m. that day. 

Dick Morgan, Paramount attorney, 
announces his engagement to Con- 
stance Sullivan, secretary to another 
Par counselor, Walter Gross. 

Perlita Greco, South American 
film and stage musical singer, into 
the Rainbow Room’s new show next 


Wednesday (16). Her American 
debut. 
Al Rosen, Loew's State manager, 


plans returning to the Mayo clinic 
soon for further treatment of the eye 
and nose trouble which had him laid 
up a couple years ago 

Marden’s Riviera calls it a season 
next Wednesday (16), closing for the 
winter. Lone exception to custom 
in 11 years was in 1941 which con- 
tinued into the winter and spring of 
this year. 

Anna Erskine, 


continuity writer of 


the ‘Met Auditions’ program, is pro- 
duction assistant on the Lindsay- 
Crouse legiter, ‘Strip for Action,’ 
Sally Chase now in the Lindsay- 
Crouse office. 

Hy Daab is handling public rela- 
tions for the War Football Fund of 
the War Dept., traveling with the 
Army Western eleven: also on na- 
tional exec comm. of War Golf Fund, 


oromoting for Army Emergency Re- 
fier 
Annastean Haines, 
songstress of the middle 1930's, 
poped up again in the dailies as 
wife of Jos. Hilton Smyth, the paid 


Jap hireling who used her to spread 


colored nitery 


Jap propaganda via a ‘Negro News 
Syndicate.’ 

Earle Alivine, Movietone editor 
who did the editing on ‘United We 
Stand,’ spoke before 10 leading agen- 
cies of the Common Council for 
American Unity last Thursday (3) 
following a screening of the docu- 


mentary feature 
Dated p.a. stunt: 
Hotel Edison publicist, for 
birthday, 
January, 
Marty May, Hamilton Rhodes June, 
Herbert F. July, Robert August, 
Jack November and Martha Sunday. 
Margo Stevenson, legit-film-radio 


Lee Septembre, 
his 30th 








ichief at 
| nette Robin 
| writer 
Pt. 27. has invited Lois | 
Fredric March, Abe April, 
lis Army-bound, so 


actress, engaged to Pvt. Robert Rus- 
seil, former film scripter now sta- 
tioned at Camp Upton, N. Y. She 
revealed it in a radio interview 
Sunday night (6). Russell just com- 
pleted scenario of ‘Come One, Come 
All’ for Jean Arthu 

Anthony Mele, prop. of Theo- 
dore’s, takes over Le Ruban Bleu’s 
active management and operation 
as of tomorrow (Thurs.). It’s situ- 
ated above his daytime eatery 
Heretofore Herbert Jacoby fronted | 
for Mele. Competitive preem is new 
show into LaMartinique 


Jean Dalrymple back from Coast, | 


with Jose Iturbi 
his 
dickered for a 
contract for George Sebastion. or- 
chestra conductor formerly with the 
Soviet radie, to be mu ical director 
of the film version of ‘Mission to 
Moscow.’ 


where she huddled 
on publicity for 
film debut Also 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Casa Loma ballroom on the South 


Side opens season Friday (11). 

The 48th annual state fair at Se- 
dalia drew a total of 90,000 payces | 
during the eight-day stand that 
closed Aug. 30. 

Les Levy, former salesman _ for 


has written friends here 
is second cook with his 
stationed somewhere in 


Monogram, 
that he now 
outfit now 
Alaska. 

Vinee Vernon, a 
Municipal Theatre AsSn’s warbling 
and terping chorus, now booker and 
producer of floor shows at the Palms, 
a north side nitery. 

Frank  Reidelberger, corpulent 
magistrate of a Justice of the Peace 
Court in Venice, Il, again waving 
the baton in the pit of the Grand, 


member of the 


this burg’s sole burlesk house. 
Joe Winters has returned as maes- 
tro of his orch to Club Royal, 


niters 


: : | inducted 
forthcoming | 





| day 


| operations for Ur 


near Belleville, Ul, after finishing 
12-week stint at the Municipal The- 
atre Assn’s Forest Park al fresco 
playhouse. 

Harry Farbman, former concert- 
master of the National symph in 
Washington, D. C., has been engaged 
for the same stint with the local 
Symph. He succeeds Scipione Guidi, 
whose contract was not renewed. 

Joe Goldstein, manager of the Vic- 
tory, a St. Louis Amus. Co. nabe. 
operated by Fanchon & Marco, sport- 
ing the khaki at Jefferson Barracks, 
Mo. He has been succeeded by Bob 
Johnson, former manager of the Au- 
bert, another St. L. Amus. Co. nabe. 

‘My Fair Lady,’ comedy, will wind 
up the current season of the Town 
Square theatre, strawhatter operat- | 
ing atop a west end office building. 
hosp Holand is directing. Lead 
role 
buchon, Ralph Petersen, Toby Mc- 
Bratney, Wright King, Mady Stevens 
and Laura Howard. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Bill Green will inaugurate supper 
dances this weekend at his Casino. 

Pittsburgh Savoyards will 
their season on Nov. 11-12 
‘Ruddigore.’ 

Al Ritz getting his Club Petite at 
the Ritz hotel ready for a fall open- 
ing next week. 


Pvt. Fred Burleigh, 
Playhouse director, has 
for foreign duty. 

Station WJAS will raise its night 
time power from 1,000 to 5,000 watts 
in a week or so. 

Couple of Pittsburghers, 
Blaine and Gloria Ingles, 
‘Strip for Action.’ 


open 
with 


the former 
shoved off 


Howard 
in cast of 


Joe Vera, recently inducted into 
the Army, is organizing a band at 


Camp Meade, Md. 
Lew Harmon 
ploitation berth in this territory ana 


are being handled by Jean Au- | 


| 





fs 
ie 
| 


London 


Rialto cinema, 
fe de Paris in Piccadilly, 
ing shortly. 

Glynis: Johi.. wed Lieut. 
in London Aug. 29 after few weeks’ 

,agement. 

Kathleen 
Gride, is 
by Gwy 





c 


reopen- 


Moody, wife of Lou 
undergeing voice training 
ynne Davies. 

Leslie Banks’ daughter, Diana, 
marrying into th: RAF, groom being 
Ccrporal Peter Gough. 

Bill Gill is cut of the Bert Ambrose 





adjoining blitzed | 


Forwood | 


Jacques Constant, 


tine pict made by French director 

shortly. 

Studios’ youth film, 
shooting at SIDE. 

Local university students being used 

as well as regular performers. 
Artistas Argentinos Asoeiados and 


San Miguel 
‘Juvenilla, still 


San Miguel, indie studio, arranged 
| for joint yelease of picts and inter- 
change of A.A.A. stars and associ- 


ates Enrique Muino, Angel 
and Francisco Petrone. 


Magana 


nenbils 


oF : Les Rees 





Hollywood 





Constance Bennett laid up with 


laryngitis. 

Doris Houck, Screen actress, 
Doris Howe 

William Farnum recuperating after 
abdominal surgery. 


is now 


Eddie Cantor back in town after 
three weeks in the east. 
The Guy Kibbees celebrated their 


15th wedding anniversary. 


Mrs. Jack L. Warner turned over 
| her motor yacht, South Wind, to the 
Navy. 


office, having returned to his forme: —— 
bosses, Grade & Smith. | Locally owned ‘Roller Follies’ to 
osaire’s circus is being used by | open second season in Arena, Chi- 
jthe Ministry of Information as sub- |cago, this week, with Auditorium, 
| ject for propaganda filn.. | Milwaukee, to follow. 
| ‘Rebecca’ closing at Strand thea- | Marry Hireci er 
| tre replaced by Firth Shephard’s re- | eahtion, . ig Me cag ar Mt — 
vival of ‘Night -f the Garter’ Sept. 9. | Bill Cr abel 1 See j 
Mrs. Charles Munyard out of hos- : rystal, former branch man- | 
pital, where she had been confined | #8°" and film salesman here and | 
. : « , | , i r vat ta *¢ | 
jfor several months with internal now Army, promoted to corporal 
| trouble. at Jefferson Barracks, Mo. 
sveral hotels and theatres have Wife and three children of Harold | 
lrecently been fined for using too Field, prominent independent cir- | 
| much eleciricity in their auditoriums | CU!t Owner, ill with pneumonia. — | 
land lobbies. Harry Katz, former burlesque im- 
| Leon Valley, former head of con- | Presario here. now a tank battalion 
‘tract control department of United | S¢mseant at Ft. Lewis, Wash., and 
| Artists, is now a cop in the London recommended as candidate for of- | 
| polic. force. ficers’ training school. 
| Prince Littler has signed Nervo Hy Chapman, Columbia brarich 
|and Knox, Naughton and Gold and ,; Manager, took one morning off to 
|Sonny Hale ‘or Christmas panto- | S¢!l $5,000 of war bonds. ; 
imirae at London Coliseum. | For ballyhoo, Cliff Gill, 20th-Fox 
. 9 ° yw ; Yr " . ee . | 
‘Maid of the Mountains,’ at the | ¢xploiteer, rigged up replica of 
| Londca Coliseum, is folding shortly, | Army tank and ran it into North- 
| with ‘delle of New York,’ currently | west Allied convention, an accom- 
| tourin’ the sticks, to replace. panying attack of tiny parachutes 
Fred Emney on fortnight’s fishing | Carrying war stamps to delegates. — 
in Scotlanc. after which he is to be| W. A. Steffes down from_ his 
|fe tured in Columbia Pictures’ new northern Minnesota estate to hob- 
\fi. starring George Formby. nob with national Allied States’ big- 


quitting RKO ex- | 


|in’ considered for 


will return to New York. 

Al Marsico’s Nixon Cafe band | 
spotted this week at WCAE as the 
staff orch for six days only. 

Mary Frances Ackerman, Play- | 


now on the advertis- 
Bulletin-Index. 

Aragon Ballroom gets the fall and 
winter dance season started Satur- 
(12) with Howard Baum’s band, 

George Jaffe 
War Bonds 
first day of 
drive. 

Little Jackie 
night at the San 
troit before coming 
nitery. 

Vic King 


house actress, 
ing staff of the 


industry’s September 


fort- 
De- 


Heller 
Diexrc 


doing a 
» Club i 


band (Vaclav 


has opened an engagement at 
Westwood Supper Club in Rich- 
mond, Va. 

Pvt. Dave Wald, former WB man- 
ager now at Camp Butler, N. C., nas 
announced his engagement to 
Geraldine Lange. 

J. K. Robertson, Jimmy Totamn’s 
asst. in Warner advertising depart- 
ment. coming around okay after 
serious operation. 

Harold Goldstein, new continuity 


WCAE. engaged to An- 
She's a cousin of song- 
Robin. 
Heller’s new 
a N. Y. business man, 
she’s coming 
duration. 
daughter of local 
Fisher Parry 
RKO ty 


Leo 
Shirley 
Harry Gordon, 


home for the 

Florence Parry, 
columnist, Florence 
and formerly with 
department in N. Y 
pointed p.a. at the 
this sea She suc 
Tashian. 


publici y 
has been ap- 
layhouse for 


sob ceeds Vahan 


Chicago 


a Chicago visitor. 
‘retary to Alex 
booker, } 


Eddie Cantor 

Betty Glixon, set 
Halperin, Warners 
10 ned the WAVES. 
Clark, Warners 
into the United Si 
Signal Corps. 
Skoura 20th Century-Fox 
prexy, and aide. Hal 
Horne Chicago vis tors 

T. F. Murray, m 
lverss< 
inspection tou! 
RKO district man- 
and Milwaukee 
tre sales 10] 


nas 


1, was 

Jack bookei ; . 
1.cs 
Army 
Spyros 
his ad ertising 
anager of bran 
11, here from 


New 


York on 
C. Osserman., 
ager, to Kansas City 
this week to hypo thea 
circuit. 

Julian King, formerly with 
started at United Artists this 
as a salesman in the North 
térritory. 

Si Lax. Universal 
been transferred to 
office. He is replaced 
Mildred Zbilutt. 


Metxo, 
wee kK 


Illinois 


booker, nas 
the Detroit 
locally by 


bintruder but the 
} 


peddled $25,000 in} 
at his Casino theatre on | 


back to his local | 


Klimek) | 
the | 


Leon M. Lion joining forces with | 
| Tom i 


Walls to produce plays. Their 
first venture is new play by Arnold 
Ridley. who wrote, ‘The Ghost 


Train.’ 
‘Merry Widow’ to be revived by 
Emile Littler, with Jack Warner be- 
the Prince Danilo 


jrole. Itll likely go to the Winter 
Garden. 
Daughter born to the Christopher 


Hassalls recently. He won the Haw- 


thorden Prize for poetry in 1939. He 
and his wife, Eve Lynett, were both 
on the stage. 

Collins and Grade have closed deal 


with Harry Cohen to revive Bri¢1x’s 


‘Damaged Goods,” on 50-50 basis. 
Show goes on che road, and opens 
West End later. 


silly Revel shed 42 pounds since 
he joined the Army five months aso, 


and is now prepared to put in bid for 
t End juve iob when he gets 
back into civvies, 
Jack Melfcrd, musical comedy 
Star, Just revealed secret marriage 
last September to actress Cynthia 
| Teall. Both will be in the revival of 
‘Night of the Garter.’ 
Eric Barker, “The Compere’ of The 


| Richard 


Evening News, out of hospital, where 
he has been confined for over six 
months with broken pelvis. Expects 
to start working in a few weeks. 
Nancy Brown, chorine and former 
singer, is to be leading femme to 
Tauber in his new show 
‘C* | Chelsea,’ in which he is to sta 
It’. being presented by Bernard 


| Delfont 


husband, 
| Procter, 


| Foster’s 


fasieen, 


company headed by Major H. A. 
Member of Parliament, has 
been formed for the production and 
distribution of iilms. Arthur Dent 
h been approached to take ovei 
th managing directorship. 


Burglar broke ent Harry 


into ag 
apartment while he was 
and woke Foster by shining 
torch full in his face. Fostei 
out of bed and chased the 
thief outdistanced 


electric 
jumped 


| him 


Jay Jones, general manager of the 
Stevens Hotel for four years until 
the Army took it over, has been | 
appointed resident manager of the 
Hote] Sherman. 

Irving Yergen. Warners press | 
agent, drafted by Amusement and 


Recreation Division to handle all 
personals of picture stars in the Chi- 
cago area for the bond drive during 
September. 

Inclement weather, which ground- 
ed planes of celebrities slated to ap- 


pear, caused cancellation of the Mii- 
lion Dollar Bond Dinner at the 
Pump Room of the Ambassador 


Thursday evening (3). 


|} Palladium. 


oe Friedman, 


CC. umbia Pictures, 
over to Ted Ray, 
Tommy Trinder in 


head OF; 
the or 


London 
giving 
who has replaced 
‘Gangway’ at the 
Wants him for next pic- 


ice. 


ture, in which Vera Lynn is bein 
starred. 
Overcoming many — spirited-bids, 


Prince Littler has closed dea vith 


Louis Dreyfus to revive ‘Show Boat,’ 


hich likely to be successor to 
‘Rose Marie’ at Stoll’s theatre, but 
not for some time as latte: in the 

3 Oxse 

George Black has taken up option 
) Ve Lynn for ‘Gangway,’ th 
Palladium musical, in which she re-. 
yla.ced 3ebe “aniels Contract was 
fo: four weeks with option, which 

taken up after three week 


indefinite run. 


Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 





Maria Duval signed by SONO fo: 
two picts in "43. 

San Miguel signed 
for two films in °43. 

EFA Films inked Hugo del Carril 
and Luis Sandrini for three years. 

Luis Cesar Amadori started work 
on new film at SONO starring te 
Legrand Twins and Oscar Valecelli 

Mario Soffici started shooting 
‘Tres Hombres del Rio’ (‘Three Men 
of the River’) in Alta Parana sec- 
tion, 

Carlos Schlieper 
‘Manana Me Suicido’ (‘Tomorrow I'll 
Commit Suicice’) with Amanda Led- 
esma and Alberto Vila. 

United Artists announced it will 
release ‘Sinfonia Argentina,’ 


Alberto Bello 


lat WFIL, 


finished shooting | 


unanimous 


Argen- ! 


wig friends here for Northwest Al- 


‘lied convention. 


David Gillman, former Gayety 


burlesque operator here, now a film 
exhibitor at Jamestown, N. D. 

New downtown Monday _ store 
hours, noon to 9 p.m., hurting the- 
atres, but helping loop night club 
business that evening. 


Bill Decker of Paramount enlisted 
in Navy. 


Major Bowes’ eighth anniversary 
revue into St. Paul Orpheum the 
past week, but will not play Min- 


neapolis. 

Charlie 
circuit owner, won 
at Oak Ridge club. 

Mariorie Garretson 
Hotel St. Paul Gopher Grill 

Manuel Contreras orchestra, 
which appeared in ‘Flying Down io 
Rio,’ currently at Hotel Lowry 
nesota Terrace. 

Howard Chisholm resigned as 
manager of Metro. indie nabe house, 
to enlist in Navy. Wilfred Perper 
succeeded him. 


Philadelphia 


By Si Shaltz 


Rubenstein, independent 


held 


over at 


Arthur Simon, general manager of 
WPEN, has arthritis. 
Johnny Carlin, ex-studio pianist 
Army. 
Clarence «Fuhrman 
house band returned 
five-week tour. 
Janet Jenkins, formerly KYW’s 
‘Janet Jenkins,’ female spieler, has 
been comn aie a looie in 
the Ww A AC’ 
A | mr auditor for West- 
Radio Stations, Inc 
nletes 30 years of service with West- 
inghouse today (Wed.) 
Ernest H. Gager KYW’s 
engineer, and hi assistant, 
javerty, ave doubling a mie 
the radio faculty at 
Frank Carver, als 
ha ‘oined the 
Unive rs {1 


in the Was! 
KYW 
after 


and his 


last 


week 


second 





come 


chief 
George 
nber of 
Drexel Institute 
oa KYW enginee! 


faculty of Temoble 
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PARC ee 


previously for top 


coin since their 10°, ( 


ne nore sharply é cer 
Good Effect 


Long range effect of ‘ ni 


film 
The 
stop 
tta on tne imndausiry ynsed 
that Hol! 
tinues to run away with 
estravagance in private 
in business expenditures 
war is on. 

Net company 
industry not 
a result of any 
cost, since ine! 
toxes will 
e>cess profits, 
it will be ‘easier 
talent prevails. 

Roundup of industrv opinion 
the Coast and in New York, when 
Piesident Roosevelt's $25,000 income 
was first broached several 

ago. brought virtually 
support from industry 
time 


ywood 
itself 

living 
while 


Via 
and 
the 
within the 
benefit as 
production 
corporation 
b virtually all of the 
but impression that 
to do business’ wi 


profits 
likely to 
lowered 


eased 


are 


aaa 
abdsoOl 


ceiling 
months 


hezds at that 


golf tournament | 





Min- | 





now a chief warrant officer | 
|sented a 


Katherine Booth, film player, re- 
covering from emergency apendec- 


tomy. 

Robert Stevens, film player. di- 
vorced by Bebe LaMonte, fashion 
model. 


Michele Morgan and Bill Marshall, 
screen players, took out a marriage 
license. 

Edmund Hartmann returned to his 
film writing after recovery trom 
an eye injury. 

Betty Linde, 
Clarence Stroud, 
twin acting team. 

Tim Whelan, directing ‘Nightmvre 
at Universal, fell off a camera boom 
and sprained an ankle. 

Kathryn Grayson withdrew her 
divorce action against John Shelton, 
actor, now in the Army. 

Katina Paxinou, Greek actress, 
collapsed on Paramount's ‘For Whom 
the Bell Tolls’ location. 

James Cruze, once 
film director, left an estate 
consisting of personal effects. 

Tony Martin, now in the Navy, 
has been asked to pay an additional 
$24,753 on his 1941 income tax. 

H. M. Warner donated a concert 
grand piano to the Motion Picture 
Relief Fund’s Country House. 

Jill Stern, whose father, J. 
Stern, publishes the 
Record, joined the 
licity staff. 

Charles Buckley, 
Fox-West Coast, returned from New 
York, where he spent a week in a 
hospital for skin irritation. 

Serge Semenenko, president of 
First National Bank of Boston, 
which finances plenty of p/ctures, 
visiting with Nate Blumberg. 

Dave Davidson, formerly 
CBS, moved into the Warners 
dic exploitation job left vacant v 
Ben Cohn moved into the Army 

Harvey Foster back in town to be 
treated for blood poisoning caused 
by a wound sustained as pssistant 
girector of ‘Commandos Come at 
Dawn’ on location at Vancouver 


Washington 


Gilbert Roland, Connie Bennett's 
husband, is a private and stands 
guard at Bolling Field. 

Phil Hayden, who runs the biggest 
dancing school in town, ts tagged by 
Uncle Sam for October. 

Rick La Falce turned 
Army for minor physical defect. 
He'll get treatment and try 

J. Edgar Hoover's office force pre- 
minstrel show at the 
Sylvan theatre, Saturday night (5) 


actress, d.vorced 
member of the 


top-salaried 
of $1.000, 


David 
Philad Iphia 
Universal pub- 


legal head of 


with 
stu- 
hen 


down bv 


again 


Glen Echo Park closed Labor Day 
after greatest season in 28 ycars his- 
tory. Potomac outdoor spot was 
war workers’ favorite. 

Civilian committee will push sale 
of tickets for ‘This Is the Army's’ 
premiere. Pasteboards caled = at 
$16.50 per orchestra plush. 

John J. Payette. Warners one 
manager, had the office force down 
for a house warming when he oc- 

|cupied his Virginia mansion estate 

Leo Freedman here ahead of Ed- 
die Dowling show Dick Maney 


cone 


of local 
i tory 


i coln 


a banquet at v 


ministration 


iuhead of ‘Vickie’ and Nat Dorfman 
beating the drum for ‘This Is the 
Army.’ 

Harry Somerville, maneger of 
Hotel Willard, has resigned, effec- 


15. Owners will give him 
hich he will announce 


tive Sept 


future 
Mary 


plans. 
Bryne, Office of Price Ad- 
secretary, arrived back 
Labor Day mornin: 
her bit in Bob Hope pic- 
They Got Me Co 


iit Aiitly ‘ 


in town 
mpleting 


ered 


Miami 


By Leslie Harris 


Harry Richman back in town to 
appear at army benefit 

Binnie Barnes guesting on ‘Con- 
tact,’ local Army Air Force radio 
how. 

Frank Katzentine, owne! of 
WKAT, has been promoted to a 
Lt. Colonel. 

Sol Fleischmann, WDAE §an- 
nouncer, in Mfami before joining 
Coast Guard. 

Greer Garson a possibility vuest 


theatres for $1,000,000 Vic- 
Bend dinner. 

Sam Parker, vet WIOD announcer, 
has resigned. Will enter Pan-Am»ri- 
ean Ferry Service. 

Billie Dove, former screen star, 
living here while her husband 
pletes training at Officers Candidate 
School. 

‘Sonny’ Shepherd, manager of Lin- 
theatre, into Army Air Corps 
as instructor. Leonard Allen takes 
over his chores 


Come 
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OBITUARIES 


NED WAYBURN 


Ned Wayburn, 68, died at his home 


9 


“~. 


in N. Y. Sept. 
Details in legit section. 





HARRISON GREY FISKE 

Like the late Ned Wayburn, Har- 
rison Grey Fiske, 81, former news- 
paperman and showman who died 
lest Thursday (3) in N. Y., belonged 
to another era in the theatre. He 
started as a reporter and critic in 
New Jersey, switching to the N. Y. 
Star, then the Dramatic Mirror. 
Bcth were theatrical sheets and both 
have long been defunct. 

Fiske was wed to Minnie Maddern 
ia 1891. She then assumed the 
name of Fiske for the stage. Under 
h’s direction she was the first to 
score in Ibsen dramas, appearing in 
‘Ghosts,’ ‘Hedda Gabler’ and ‘A 
Doll’s House.’ 

Mrs. Fiske also starred in notable 
other successes for her husband i 
such plays as ‘Tess of the D’Uuber- 
villes,’ ‘Leah Kleschner,’ ‘Salvation 
Nell,’ ‘Becky Sharp’ and ‘Mary of 


Magdala,’ those plays establishing 
her among the top actresses of 
America. She died in 1932. 


Fiske also presented the late Otis 
Skinner in ‘Kismet.’ Skinner also 
appeared with Mrs. Fiske and Hen- 
rietta Crossman in ‘The Merry 
Wives of Windsor.’ Later shows in 
which he presented his wife were 
‘Ladies of the Jury,’ ‘Mrs. Malaprop’ 
and ‘Mrs. Bumpstead Leigh.’ 

Fiske died in a one-room apart- 
ment on West 66th street, where he 
had been writing his autobiography. 





J. WALTER RUBEN 

J. Walter Ruben, 43, film producer, 
died Sept. 4 in Hollywood following 
a three-week battle against a heart 
ailment. At his bedside was his wife, 
Virginia Bruce, whom he first met 
when he directed her in a Metro pic- 
ture in 1937. 

Graduate of Columbia University, 
where he studied psychology and 
drama, Ruben started his profession- 
al career as a stage actor, later 
moving into fiction writing, publicity 
and film scripting. As a screen 
writer, starting in 1924, he turned in 
a long list of plays, among which 
were ‘Under the Tonto Rim,’ ‘Dead 
Game,’ ‘Check and Double Check,’ 
‘No Other Woman,’ ‘Public Defend- 
er,’ ‘Shooting Straight’ and ‘White 
Shoulders.’ As a director he piloted 
‘Java Head,’ ‘Riff Raff,’ “Trouble for 
Two,’ ‘Old Hutch,’ 
‘Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry’ and ‘Bad 
Man of Brimstone,’ among others. 


Upped to producership by Metro | 


Wallace Beery films and the ‘Maisie’ 


series. Among his productions were | 


‘Thunder Afloat,’ ‘Congo Maisie,’ 
‘Flight Command,’ ‘20 Mule Team, 
‘Gold Rush Maisie’ and ‘Maisie Was a 
Lady.’ 


coln as 
Johnson.’ 
by cremation, were held Sept. 6 at 
Forest Lawn, Glendale, Cal. 
BERNARD B. HYMAN 

Bernard B. Hyman, 47, Metro 
production executive, died Sunday 
night (6) at his Mandeville Canyon 
home as the result of a heart at- 
tack. Stricken several weeks ago, 
Hyman’s illness was not thought to 
have been serious. 

Hyman entered the film 


I as a captain in the Army Tank 
Corps. He started as a film sales- 
man for Triangle, later becoming | 
company’s branch manager in New 
Orleans and then Omaha. He then 
turned to the production end of 
p'ctures, joining Universal’s script 
department, after his original, ‘Con- 
ficence,’ produced in 1921, was a suc- 
cess. He was mede editorial as- 


sistant to Irving Thalberg, and when 
latter moved to Metro in 1924, Hy- 
man went along as a producer. 
Among his credits are such 
tures as ‘The Cossack,’ ‘Stamboul 
Quest,’ ‘Red Dust,’ ‘Rasputin and 
the Empress,’ ‘Trader Horn,’ ‘San 
Francisco,’ ‘Conquest’ and ‘The 
Great Waltz.’ 
Survived by 
biother. 


piec- 


widow, mother and 





WILL JAMES 

Will James, 50, cowboy artist and 
writer, died Sept. 3 in Hollywood 
after several months’ illness. 
though orphaned in childhood and 
without formal schooling, he wrote 
20 books and scores of short stories 
of western life and illustrated them 
with his own rugged style of art. 

Most of James’ later work was 





‘The Old Soak,’ | 





His last picture, still to be | 
shown, was the biography of Andrew | 
Johnson, successor to Abraham Lin- | 
President, titled ‘Tennessee | 

Funeral services, followed | 





business 
in 1919 after serving in World War | 


| ling 


done on his 12,000-acre ranch near 
Pryor, Mont., where he was sur- 
rounded by cowboys, horses and cat- 
tle as models. A year ago he moved 
to Hollywood to write film stories, 
but illness forced him to stop work 
last spring. 


Best known of his tales of the 
ranges were ‘Lone Cowboy,’ ‘Scor- 


pion,’ ‘Sand,’ ‘Home Ranch,’ 


by Fox in 1933. 





TEDDIE GERARD 


Teddie Gerard, 52, former Ameri- 
can dancing and singing star, died 
Aug. 31 in London. 

Born in Buenos Aires as Teresa 
Cabre, Miss Gerard made her first 
stage appearance in N. Y. as a 
chorus girl in ‘Havana’ at the Casino 
theatre in 1909. She won popularity 
in Europe during the First World 
War, appearing in London in ‘The 
Wedding Glide’ and in E. Phillips 
Oppenheim’s ‘Eclipse. She was a 
dancing partner to Harry Pilcer in 
Paris, succeeding Gaby Deslys. 

Miss Gerard appeared in ‘The 
Cave Girl,’ a motion picture in 1921, 
and in 1925 she played in David 
L’Strange’s ‘The Rat’ at the Colonial 
theatre, N. Y. 





JEAN CAVALLAZZI FASSIO 
Jean Cavallazzi Fassio, 76, former 


circus and vaudeville performer, 
died recently in Lachute, Quebec, 
Can. 


A native of Italy, Fassio had 
brought his wife and four children, 
all acrobatic performers, to America 
as members of the Barnum & Bailey 
circus about 25 years ago. The 
troupe had appeared at the New 
York Hippodrome for four years 
and also played in Cincinnati. 

Fassio retired as a performer upon 
the death of his wife, and in 1925 
turned to operating his own picture 
theatre in Lachute. At his death he 
also owned the Capitol theatre, 
Brownsville, Canada. 

Three sons survive. 





HARRY C. DOYLE 

Harry C. Doyle, 44, for years in 
the theatrical business and who un- 
til his fatal illness operated a the- 
atrical booking office in the Grand 
theatre building, Canton, O., died 
Aug. 31 in St. Francis hospital, Co- 
lumbus; O. He had operated the 


| Doyle theatre, now the Uptown, and 
| the old Broadway, in Columbus, for 
with | 


14 years. He had also been 
the John B. Rogers Producing Co. 


Survived by widow, mother, three | 
. . : $4 ‘ | brothers and a sister. 
in 1939, he became identified with the | ” “ Si ha 


PAUL H. LA 
H. La Stayo, 





STAYO 


Paul 44. president 


and general manager of the Bremer | 


Broadcasting Co., operator of 
WAAT, Newark, died Sept. 6 in 
Jersey City. One of the first radio 
operators in New Jersey, he became 


|secretary of the Bremer Co. at its 
inception in 1926 and took over the | 
position of president and_ general | 


manager three years later. 
Surviving are his widow, mother, 





son, daughter, two sisters and a 
brother, 
JOHN CHAPIN MOSHER 
John Chapin Mosher, 50, film 


| critic of The New Yorker magazine, 
died Sept. 3 in New York of heart | 
ailment. 


‘Sun- | 
up’ and ‘Smoky,’ which was screened | 


appearing with Mae Fields as Mohr 
and Fields. 
Two daughters survive. 





JOHN C. MANNING 

John C. Manning, 72, concert pi- 
anist, died at his home in San Fran- 
cisco. 
| A soloist with the Boston Sym- 
|phony orchestra for years, Manning 
founded the Manning School of 
| Music in San Francisco in 1914, and 
conducted it until his death. He 
had given hundreds of recitals on 
the Pacific Coast. 





MME, CLIFFORD 

Mme. Clifford (Mrs. Karl Bauer), 
55, circus sword swallower, died 
Sept. 3 in a Canton, O., hospital 
after an illness of a month. Before 
her retirement from the circus and 
vaudeville stage some years ago she 
was featured with the Ringling cir- 
cus, 

Survived by her husband, for- 
mer circus acrobat, and two daugh- 
ters, 





MAJOR W. J. O’CALLAGHAN 

Major W. J. O'Callaghan, 68, com- 
poser of military marches and re- 
tired army bandmaster, died Sept. 3 
in Culver, Ind. 

O'Callaghan was formerly a di- 
| rector of music at the Culver Mili- 


|tary Academy and was the com- 
poser of the official U. S. 6th 
Cavalry March. 

Widow and (three daughters 
survive. 





WALTER PATERSON 

Walter Paterson, 31, radio actor, 
committed suicide by monoxide gas 
Sept. 2 in Hollywood. 

Formerly on the British stage, 
Paterson entered radio in San Fran- 
cisco 12 years ago. For the last six 
years he played the role of Nicholas 
Lacy in ‘One Man’s Family.’ 





MORRIS ISRAEL 
Morris Israel, 50, former Cleve- 
land theatre owner, died Sept. 1 in 
Cleveland. He built and managed 
the old Erie, nabe house. In recent 
years he operated a grocery store. 
Survived by father, widow, daugh- 
ter, son and four brothers. 





WILLIAM J. BLACK 
William J. Black, 45, owner of the 
Star theatre, East Liverpool, O., 
film house, died Aug. 31 in Salem, 
O., city hospital, 
Mother, two brothers and four 
sisters survive. 





RENE HUBERT 
Rene Hubert, 32, French violinist, 
died in July in Marseille, France. 
Surviving is his mother, in Paris; 
|a brother, Marcel Hubert, a cellist, 
N. Y.; and a sister, Mlle. Yvonne 
Hubert, a pianist in Montreal. 








DENNIS M. REARDON 
Dennis M. Reardon, Mass. theatre- 
| man, died recently in Holyoke, Mass., 
| where he had managed the Globe 
| theatre for years. Before that he 
| managed neighborhood film houses 
lin the Springfield area. 


LEONARD E. BERGMAN 
Leonard E. Bergman, 57, died at 
| the Doctor’s hospital, N. Y., Sept. 5, 
|a victim of cancer. 
| Details in legit section. 
| Mrs. Paul White, 32, wife of the 
|Paramount homeoffice exploiteer, 
|died in New York Thursday morn- 
ing (6) of a heart attack. She had 
| been suffering for some time with 
ailment. 





la cardiac 


Mosher has been associated with | 


the New Yorker since 1926 and be- 
came its film critic after the first 
two years. A collection of sketches 
Mosher pubiished in The New 
Yorker were printed in book form 
ider the title ‘Celibate of Twilight’ 
1940. 

Mother and two'sisters survive. 


by) 


In 


WILSON F. PERO 
Wilson F. Pero, 63, former 


swallower 


sword- 
and juggler with the Ring- 
died last week at City 
Louis, after a three- 


circus, 
hospital, St. 
month illness. 


An entertainer for 


came ill. During recent years he ap- 
peared as a juggler at county fairs 
and carnivals in the midwest. 

Widow, three daughters and a son 
survive, 


HALSEY MOHR 





Al- | 


Halsey Mohr, 59, former hit song 
writer and vaudevillian, died in 
N. Y., Aug. 29, of a heart attack. 


Among the numbers to his credit 
were ‘Liberty Bell,” which scored 
during the first World War, and 
another of his standouts was ‘They’re 
Wearing "Em Higher in Hawaii.’ 

He appeared in two-a-day as part 
of the Kimberly and Mohr act, later 


more than 40 
years, Pero was active until he be- 


| Eugene McGary, 69, pioneer set 
|designer, died Sept. 2 in Hollywood. 


His most recent work was at Para- | 


mount 





Mrs. Ethel M. Platky, daughter of 
the late Shakespearean actor, Robert 
B.- Mantell, died Sept. 2 in Atlantic 

| Highlands, N. J. 





Frances Sharp Goodlett, 40, wife 
of Sebe Goodlett, National Screen 
|satesman, died Wednesday in a 
| Raton, N. M., hospital. 











|of the nitery dance team of Chick 
| and Chickie Allison. 





| his 


| comedian, both with Benny Meroff’s 








Soldier Talent 











ees Continued from page .—————— 


backs, the entire combined enter- 
tainment coming through the same 
loudspeaker system. 

For instance, one of the basic 
scripts being readied would have 
|a soldier sleeping in the barracks 
and dreaming of Dorothy Lamour. 
Whereupon a specially prepared 
record would be cut in, with Miss 
Lamour taking the soldier to a 
Hollywood party, where he would 
meet a number of stars. All voices 
on the record would be authentic, 
having been waxed by the players 








themselves. As far as possible, the | 
material spoken by the stars would 
involve situations and personalities 
familiar to the soldiers. 

Flashbacks to Broadway 

Other basic scripts would call for 
one of the soldiers to express 
curiosity about what shows were 
playing on Broadway at the time, 
o- to read a letter from home com- 
menting on one of the New York 
plays. At that point, the soldiers 
o1 stage would hold their positions 
in dimmed light, while recordings 
of hit tunes from the musical shows 
or highlight scenes from the straight 
plays would be heard. In every 
case, the recordings would be made 
b, the actual performers who did 
them on Broadway. 

Another angle of the same idea 
might have one of the soldiers re- 
calling a favorite scene from a hit 
show of the past. In that case the 
recording of the proper scene or 
number would be interpolated. Still 
another of the basic scripts would 
involve a revue or minstrel show 
by the soldiers themselves. In that 
case, recordings of such stars as 
Fred Allen, Jack Benny, Ed Wynn, 
etc., would be used as interpolated 
specialty spots. 

The idea of combining live and 
recorded entertainment into the 
same production was first used in 
that way several years ago when 
Frank did a show for an Assn. 


of National Advertisers’ conven- 
tion. Its principal advantage is 
that it retains the spontaneity of 


a live show, yet adds the per- 
soralities and talent of star per- 
formers. In addition, it gives the 
unknowns among the live entertain- 
ers the kick of performing with 
the stars. And it also has the ad- 
vantage of heightening interest be- 
cafse the men are. entertaining 
themselves, instead of merely 
watching shows presented by oth- 
ers, 

Working with Frank on the project 
are Beatrice (Mrs. George S.) Kauf- 
man and Sgt. Ezra Stone. Also 
cooperating are James Sauter, of 
the United Theafrical War Activi- 
ties Committee, and Rex Stout, of 
the Writers War Board. William S. 
Paley, president of CBS, is con- 
tributing the network’s production 
and recording facilities. 





MARRIAGES 


Dedie Velde to Beatrice La Rosee, 
in New York, Aug. 29. Groom is 
stage and screen actor. 

Estelle Olshane to Morris King, in 
Louisville, Ky., Sept. 6. Groom 
violinist. 

Verdun McInnis to Audrey Dodds, 
in Ottawa, Aug. 29. Groom is 
trumpeter with Len Hopkins’ band, 
Canadian outfit. 

Norma Fischer to Bruce FE. Ander- 
son, in Las Vegas, Nev., Sept. 1. 
Bride is radio singer. 

Edith Herbert to Vaughn O'Neill, 
in Cleveland, Sept. 6. He’s the Penn, 
Pittsburgh, assistant manager who 
was recently elevated to manager- 
ship of Loew’s State in’ Cleveland, 
Alice Rohrbacker to Ernest Gray, 

Pittsburgh, Sept. 2. She’s half 


is 


Carolyn Schnurer to Lieut. Mal- 
colm Meyer, in Pittsburgh, Sept 1. 
She’s with the Rep exchange. 

Helen McGowan to Mark Warnow, 





Sept. 6, in Peekskill, N. Y. Cere- | 
mony was performed by Judge 
Johnny White, otherwise  profes- 


sional manager of Remick Music Co. 
It's maestro Warnow’s second mar- 
riage. He has three children from 
first. 

Kay Miller to Irving 
in Los Angeles, Sept. 4. Groom is a 
songwriter; bride has been soloist 
with several dance bands and also 
danced in pictures. 

Al DeVito to Rita DeVere, Sept. 3, 
in Omaha. Bride is dancer, groom is 


Taylor, 


‘Funzafire’ vaude unit. 

Lucille Prim to Major Hal Roach, 
in Dayton, O., Aug. 31. He’s the film 
producer, now in the Army; she’s 
former ASCAP secretary in Los An- 
geles. 

Thelda Victor to Francis Martin, 
in Les Vegas, Nev., Aug. 30. Bride 
is a secretary at Paramount; groom 
a writer at Columbia. 

Mary Jane Dewey to William N. 
Nelson, Aug. 29, in Oak Park, II. 
Groom is in WLS promotion dept. 

Wana Wenerholm to Jack Allison 
at the South Side hospital, Bay 
Shore, L. L, Sept. 4: Bride is in the 
chorus of ‘By Jupiter’ (Shubert, 
N. Y.); groom was injured recently 
in a laboratory accident, and so 
ceremony was performed at his bed- 
side, 

Evelyn Ankers to Richard Denning, 
Sept. 6, in Las Vegas, Nev. Both 
picture players; groom Navy-bound 
in three weeks. 











UA After Par 


Continued from page 5 





With flow of product from its own 
producers unlikely to start before 
next spring, Sears is understood ~ 
ready to talk deals with other ma- 
jors, in cddition to Par, which 
might be interested in using the UA 


distribution forces. No other maior 
deal is “»minent, however. 


Should all of the raw stock which 
UA would have at its disposal next 
season be used up or earmarked for 
either its own independent pro- 
ducers and/or the Par deal, then 
any other major company deals 
would be subject to provision that 
latter -rovide their own raw stock. 


Long Time Rolling 


Aside from three pictures shortly 
going into release (‘Moon and Six- 
pence,’ ‘Jacare’ and ‘One of Our 
Aircraft Is Missing’), flow of any 
important product for UA release 
from its own producers is not ex- 
pected to materialize much before 
the spring, under tentative shooting 


schedules for the various in- 
dependent production units. 
From all indications, David O. 


Selznick and Sir Alexander Korda 
will be active this year, though Hunt 
Stromberg, who is siated for three 
or four pictures, is the only UA 
producer actually shooting. 


In addition to the Arthur S; 
Lyons units (see details herewith), 
slated to go into production either 
late this fall or winter, the UA 
schedule will include one or two 
pictures from James Cagney, Sol 
Lesser’s ‘Stage Door Canteen,’ one 
from Charles R. Rogers, one from 
Edward Small, one from Gregor 
Rabinowich, one from Arnold Press- 
burger and one or two from 
Samuel Bronston. Noel Coward's 
‘In Which We Serve,’ made in Eng- 
land, is ready for release in the 
U. S. shortly. 





UA Directors Meet 
Hollywood, Sept. 8. 


Conferences looking to the take- 
over of product of other companies, 
for release by United Artists, will 
be continued today with Ed Raftery 
and Grad Sears participating for 
UA. Sears has viewed a score cf 
Paramount films and is said to be 
receptive to three of the pictures, 
not western specials, to fill the gap 
until UA producers get around to 
delivering their own product. 

Also attending the meeting for 
UA will be Loyd Wright, Mary Pick- 
ford and Charles Chaplin who will 
examine the situation and get other 
producers to assent to the purchase 
of Paramount product. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Al Sendrey, daugh- 
te,, in Hollywood, Aug. 3l. Father 
is a music arranger. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Marks, daugh- 


ter, Aug. 25, in New York. Father 
is music supervisor for Major 
Bowes; mother was formerly mu- 
sician in Smith Sisters’ orch. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Teichmann, 
daughter, Sept. 2, in New York. 
Father is radio writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Archibald Braun- 


field, daughter, Sept. 4 in Brooklyn. 
Father is business manager of the 
Henry Souvaine office, radio pro- 
ducers, 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Anas, daugh- 
ter, Aug. 21. in Steubenville, O, 
Anas is associated with his father, 
Nick Anas, in the. operation of thea- 
tres in Steubenville, Holidays Cover 
and Weirton, W. Va 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Eurist, son, 
in Los Angeles, Sept. 3. Mother wag 
Betty Proctor of Warners publicity 
department. Father is assistant di- 
rector on same lot. 

Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Janov, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Aug. 31. 
Father is chief accountant for David 
O. Selznick Productions. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie’ Bracken, 
daughter, Sept. 3, in Beverly Hills. 
Father is film-legit actor; mother is 
former Connie Nickerson, legit ac- 
tress. 


Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Memoy, son, 
in Hollywood, Sept. 3. Father is 
with Universal advertising staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Turoldo, 
son, Aug. 30, in Regina, Sask. Father 
is manager of the Grand theatre, Re- 
gina. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald P. Campbell, 
son, Sept. 4, in New York. Father 
is a member of the Blue network 
sales staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Meyer’ Shapiro, 
daughter, in Toledo, Aug. 29. He's 
concert master of Toledo Symphony 
Orchestra. 
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Kyser's Telegraphed Invitation 





Elmer Davis, chief of War Information, has asked me to form a 
‘Committee of 25’ top radio performers anxious to serve their country 


in even more valuable capacity than at present. 
there 
Government to reach its armed forces, 


deeper into American lives, 


As the war reaches 
increasing need for the 
its labor forces and its home 


is an 


front forces with information and inspiration. 
The Office of War Information is aware and deeply appreciative of 


the 


individual contributions already 


made, but Mr. Davis sincerely 


feels that a united group of radio porformers can effectively advise 


and aid the OWI 


in the greater job ahead. 


After recent meetings 


in Washington I am sure that al] of us have an even greater role 
than we realize—and for the OWI, I earnestly ask that you become a 
member of this group to serve our Government. 


Please advise me immediately 
tend a meeting (Sept. 18 in N. Y 


Office of War Information, Washington, D. C. | 


if you 
—Sept. 


will join and if you can at- 
25 on the Coast). 
(Signed) 
Kay Kyser. 




















Radio 








maximum results on behalf of the. 


effort. In 


Government’s war se- 
quence: 

War production and ‘incentive ral- 
lies’ will be hypoed through radio. 
In these categories come (a) the 
martialing of the labor forces; and 
(D), 
on current problems. 

The armed forces, in the current 
scheme of things, become the some- 
what lesser factor, at least for the 
moment, because radio personalities 
already have percolated their talents 
to the boys in army camps, bases. 
training stations, etc. 

Labor rallies, for the continued 
stepping up of war production of 


materiel, constitute one of the prime | 


ebjectives. 

The other is the increased and 
most effective usage by radio to 
preject to the American public such 
salient problems as: 

1—High cost of living. 

2—Possible meat rationing. 

3—Fuel, gas, and other conser- 
vation. 

4—Other national 

(bonds, civilian defense, 

and other salvage). 

The home front already ‘Snows 
ebout war bonds, etc. (In fact, the 
OWI has ofttimes been under the im- 
pression that radio ‘oversells’ on 
Bonds, if that is possible, but there 
zre equally grave problems yet to 
be solved). 

Lewis’ Cress-Ceuntry Jaunt 

In line with this, Lewis, chief of 
radio for the OWI, will travel to 
New York, Sept. 18 and 19, thence 
io Chicago the 21st, and to Holly- 


problems 
scrap 


090 
| duration. 
| half-hour transcribed programs but 








| son, 


i; will 


wood, Sept. 24-25, for a series of 
confabs with the advertising counsel- | 
lors, network commercial facilities | 
and—something new here has been 
added—the artists. 

The enlistment of the top per- 
forming talent—the personalities who 


zre really closest to the masses-—is | 


the newest wrinkle. 


to ‘Sell’ The War 


Continued from page ~ 








ute platters aired. The Treasury got 
the most spot announcements—510,- 
090—-for war bonds and stamps. 
There were 610 hour-long live | 
shows, including 280 for the Treas- 
ury and 220 for the Army, and 7.- 
live programs of 30 minutes 
Stations carned 


only 30 of the 60-minute variety. 
Altogether the N.A.B. found that 
the Government benefitted to the ex- 
tent of 1,613,900 minutes for platters 
and 545,855 for live-talent programs. 


Commenting on the check, the 
trade association said U. S. broad- 


casters ‘have done a Herculean job 
in aiding the War Effort.’ 

A Commando-type ‘Committee of 
25’ is being assembled by Kay Kyser, 
who has been enlistec by the OWI 
to serve as chairman thereof. 
Invitations have gone out to Jack 


| Benny, Edgar Bergen, Burns & 
Alien, Bob Burns, Neilson Eddy. 
Jean Hersholt, Frank Morgan and 
Hal Peary (‘G reat Gildersleeve’ ), 
who have already aceepted. The 


following have yet to be heard 
from, as of last night, but are 
expected to formally accept: Abbott 
& Costello, Goodman Ace (Easy 
Aces), Fred Allen, Amos ’n’ Andy, 
Major Edward Bowes, Eddie Cantor, 
Bing Crosby, Clifton Fadiman, Bob 
Hope, Andre Kostelanetz, Fibber 
McGee & Molly, Edward G. Robin- 
Lanny Ross, Kate Smith, Red 
Skelton and Fred Waring. 

An example of the labor front at- 
tack will be patterned after Kyser’é 
Bondwagon but, instead, the sundry 
talents will collaborate with some 
1.300 labor management committees 
throughout America, as now set up, 
and by giving shows at factories, 
war plants, defense works, etc., it 
bring the war message closer 
to the workers. 

The extension 
plan will be the increase of 
plugs by these artists on their. 
programs. In addition 


allocation 
war 
own 

this 


of the 


radio 


Committee of 25 will contact other 
theatrical talent—radio, stage and | 
screen—with an eye to further 


pointing up the war plugs. 


This is born essentially of a sud- 
gen and new realization that many 
a name performer ‘has plenty on the 
bell when it comes to the thinking 
cepartment,’ to quote one of the 
group. In other words, they're not 
mere mimes and mummers; they’re | 
of an 1.Q. of great worth, and, be- 
cause of their vast mass appeal, 
these topflight stars are ideally 


suited to best bring our Govern- 
ment’s messages to the populace. 


Namepower talent—not just an- 
nouncers—can ‘sell’ Uncle Sam in 
® manner beyond what has been 


achieved to date, or so the OWI be- 


lieves. 

The Chi and Hollywood junkets 
are for the purpose of forming aux- 
iliary, advisory committees and to 
formulate plans how best to handle 
these labor and home front rallix 


Radio’s Big Contribution te Date 

Washington, Sept. 8 
Local broadcasters have kicked in 
generously with time to help 
promote the war effort, according to 
a tabulation published last week by 
the National Asseciation of Broad- 
casters. During a 90-day span, al- 
most 36,000 hours of free 
were aired of strictly local origin 
The survey throws no light on what 
was donated in the way of network 
plugs for different Federal projects 
The N.A.B. count disclosed 
individual stations in May, June, and 
July carried 1,541,640 spot announce- 
ments and 186,075 programs (both 
transcribed and live) ranging from 
3 to 130 minutes. All this adds up 

to 35.995 hours in. three months. 
Largest numbers of live program 
were 15-minute shows for the Army, 
avy, Marine Corps, 


gratis 


that | 


programs | 





On the Upbeat 
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wee ae here he was working a double 
shift, eight hours in a defense plant 
and the same stint with the or- 
chestra. 

Benny Strong band, plus a new 
floor show, have replaced Ligon 
Smith’s orchestra at the Hotel Adol- 
Room, Dallas. 


phus Century 


} 


Del Ceurtney band opens limited 
engagement Saturday (12) at Bill 
Green's, Pittsburgh, replacing the 
Freddy Nagel outfit 

Marjorie Hunter, singer who used 
to be with Bob Chester, has joined | 
Art Farrar band at Vogue Terrace, 


Pittsburgh 


John Walten, Pittsburgh saxman | 
ently released by Benny Good- 
i} man, has been recalled by the swing 
king. 


Clyde Knight band has returned 
to the “ky Vue. Pittsburgh, for four 
| weeks, following the Jimmy Gamble 
| outfit. 

Milt Herth trio holds over at 
Dempsey’s Restaurant, N. Y Me- 
Farland Twins band replaced Dick 
Stabile’s there Monday (7). 


and Civilian 


Defense. Altogether stations put on | 
35,141 programs of quarter-hour 
duration. In the transcription field. 


15-min 


there were 102,704 separate 


Danny Reach, sax player formerly 


|with Earl Truxell and his WCAE, 
| Pittsburgh. Airliners, added to How- 
ard Baum crew » that cits 


Jailed in Hennies Fire 


Cairo, O., Sept. 8. 

Richard W. Ehlert, 24, of Milwau- 
kee, an employe of the Hennies Bros. 
Shows, was fined costs and senienced 
to 30 days in county jail here by 
Judge Gordon J. Burris on a petty 
larceny charge in connection with a 
fire at the carnival Jot Aug. 27, in 
which a portable auxiliary light 
plent valued at $4.000 was destroyed. 


Ehlert was arrested soon after the 
fire by deputy sheriffs. 
According to Deputies Hugo Frank 


and Joseph Baum, he had gone to 
the truck to take some gasoline for 
his car and the fire started when he 
lighted a match to pour gasoline 





»|rant sworn 


2.200 | 


|} into a can. 


Rodeo Promoters Sought, 
Charged With Absconding, 





Buffalo, Sept. 8. 
Jack Kochman and Charles Wag- 
|ner, promoters of the Rodeo and 
i'Thrill Show at Civic Stadium last 
| week, are being sought on a war- 


out by James E. Miller, 
sentative of the American 
{Guild of the Variety Artists, charg- 
ing them with absconding with the 
show's receipts and leaving the per- 


local repre 
1o0cal rep! 


formers _ stranded here without 
money. 
Miller stated to the police that 


one team of highwire artists is owed 
$850 and that considerable additional 
sums are due other performers. He 
said that over a dozen are stranded 
in Buffalo without funds. Accord- 
ing to Milier, no one was paid the 
last two nights of the show, al- 
though the final performance grossed 
nearly $2,000. 

Kochman and Wagner are charged 
with violation of the labor and penal 
laws. Arrested in the same case is 
Albert J. Santo, of New York, who 
was picked up on a warrant sworn 
to by Norman Wieser, one of the 
performers, who claimed that Sante 
had withheld wages due him. 


HELD ON GAMBLING CHARGE 


Lynchburg. Va., Sept. 8. 
Frank Rosser, president of Page 
County Fair Association, has been 


arrested by Sheriff J. W. Ruffner and 





charged with allowing gambling at 
the fair. 

Police said they confiscated 10 | 
‘claw’ machines owned by W. H 
| Beard of Ocala, Fla., who was also 
| booked. 











| Lyons’ UA Plans 
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pleted but kept from Broadway pro- 
| duction due to constant rewriting. 


Porter and Kern will have either a | 
legit musical, which each is now 


| writing, or original 
‘Porgy and: Bess’ 


screenplays. 
is eceeconre seine eithei 


aS a 


Jack Benn; y¥ production or for 
one of Lyons’ other production units. 
Lyons stated that unit production 
such as he is planning would be ef- 
fective in prolongmg the _ profes- 
sional life of artists, instead of sell- 
ing them to studios where they are 
| used up too fast: by having them 


| appear in fewer pictures and giving 
them a stake in their own product. 

The Jack Benny unit, calling for 
two pictures annually, added to the 
new production g! lined up by 
Lyons, will repor call for 
all production financing estimated at 
than $20.000.000 over a long 


oup 


tedly over- 








Stranding Acts in Buffalo 
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} Bond Drive At Gov't Quota Pace | 
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sold to Fred Wehrenber 








} 

‘too low for the target aimed at by 
ithe picture business. In order to 
| offset this handicap. campaign 


'workers are being urged to continue 
jat ton speed after the local Treas- 
lurv figures are reached. 


| Meantime, one notable effect re- 


isulting from the impetus of the film 
industrv’s drive has been a marked | 
increese in the number of factories 


and war production plants which 
have stepped into line on the 10% 
vayroll savings plar Treasury of- 

tote that even if the St - 


ficials 
/000.000 0%) mark is not reached 
idrive would be considered a suc’™ss 


‘ 
the 


if the industry’s efforts ra‘se the 
'August pvav-detuction average of | 
15.3% closer to the 19. eoal, 


Laber Day’s Total 

Over Labor 
raised more than $7.600909 in bond 
sales. At a luncheon tg Greer Gar- 


son in Bluefield. W. Va., ‘non. 2° 90%.’ 
$370.000 in bonds were sold. Town 
jof Pineblvff. Ark., declared a civic 
|holidey as around 20.009 lired the 
streets to welcome Edward Arnold 
and Frances Dee. Luncheon w rt- 


tended by 
minimum 


230 persons who bouht 
of $1,000 in bonds ech. 


northern California territory 
, ing day of the drive were $1.650.500, 
| while Portland, Ore.. preemed with 
approximately $100,000. 

Loew’s, meantime. reports $1.150.- 
169 in bond sales in the circuit’s New 
York theatres plus $750,000 addi- 
tional in out-of-town houses for the 
first seven davs ending Monday (7). 

Martin P'eck’s 23G Pitch 

As part of the bond drive by the 
entertainment industry. the Strand. 
N. Y., brought Martin Block onto its 
stage Friday (4) night. Block, rec- 
ord spinner on WNEW. N. Y.. who 
has sold $250,000 worth of bonds on 
|his broadcasts past couple weeks. 
| culled $30,500 from the one audience 
jby getting two patrons to offer to 
|buy $5,000 bonds if the 
|would match them with smaller de- 
| nominations. 
| Block was assisted by about 25 uni- 
\formed members of the American 
Women’s Voluntary Service. He was 
|onstage about a half-hour, but the 
| actual selling occupied slightly ove: 


| Arnold and Miss Dee sold $100.000 in 
; 
bonds at Kilgore. Texas, and $200.000 
at Barksdale. Total sales for the 
| 





115 minutes. 
Stunts will pe duplicated by other 
such personalities. 





a $3,000,000 ‘Wake’ Bond Show 


Milwaukee, Sept. 8 
| Highest price scale ever used here 
will be in effect for ‘Wake Is!and’ 
preem at the Wisconsin theatre Sept 
|22, with. Ted Lewis and -his band as 
a stage attraction. Lowest 
seats may be had only by 
|of a $500 war bond, while the 
lest locations will require the 
| chase of a $50,000 bond. 
Capacity will mean a one-perform- 
ance gross of $3,000,000, according to 
|\H. J. Fitzgerald, head of Fox-W 
consin Amusement Corp., and state 
|chairman of War Activities for t} 
| motion wleture industry Stage, ra- 
|dio and screen personalities at nea! 
by army and navy posts will 
pate in a pre-show rally in front of 
the theatre 


price 
purchase 
choic- 


pur- 


partici- 


Every Little Bit Helps 
Detroit, Sept. 8 
How to help the war effort in a 
poor neighborhood is being de 
strated by J. E. Stocker 
Mvyrile here. 
House, which operates on an 18 


admission and is located in ) 


mon- 


owner of the 


more ; > locality, is fivineg a free ducat 
} term period anybody who comes up a: buys $2 
rort of stamps On tor f 
| Stor er £ives two n ‘ ‘ 
j . 
| Elmer Davis he customer thas filled. ou 
with $18.75 orth of star $95 
~ Centinued from page jae | DO! ‘ pullir ‘ 
n ¢ I i r 
is late yeste ) Tue , . ‘ . 
iaqay) vere 1 ( f vere 7 . 
alka ‘ evening | Added Starters 
S . Hollywood. Sept. B 
nme Od. sav i ( i ) : . as ; 
natal a é; — ; Richard Arlen, Stan Laure! and 
: it VV aay . 
é , | Oliver Har wer id to t 
| (eeaiier) tor the meeting with | ‘ “4 whe lardy vere added to the 
an ca ai ¢ selecting a 15-| >t@7S Over America’ tourists in 
| aes Oe ener SS een” the Riltiee te ae. 
, ;tne MHllliON-Volls é na ‘“am- 
| minute spot agreeable to al] net- Baar ar ar na can 
' “ ; ; _.) | paign. 
| works were Frank Mullen, general | Trio i lated f lOc 
rVRO en . i mo is Siated for a 10-day sal 
| manager of NBC, Paul Keste CBS l trip ; ss . a . day iles 
. . . | trip, starting In na nt 5 
| general manager, Mark Woods, presi- | om . Seen, Seon, ep 
dent of the Blue Network, and Fred ‘ 
| Weber, general managet of Mutual i 
| After a session with Davis in his | St. Louis’ Rally 
office, t retired later the | St. Louis, Sept. 8 
afternoon to come to an understand- At a bond rally headed by Ed- 
we th mutu \ atisfacte ward Arnoid and Frances Dee in 
period the Municipal Audi torium Sun 
J, i i. 
(6), approximately $200.000 in war 
Russell Caviness, Texas Christian bonds were sold to 10.000 cuffo cus- 
| University band member, has tem jtomers, This brings to date $1.337.- 
| por arily joined Nick Stuart's band. |} 900 worth of bonds sold in local 
$ - : } . , 
| He will return to the university for flicker houses. 
ithe fall te A pair of Arnold's red pender 


Day film stars on tour 


| Jack 


open- | 





audience | 


|} Marty Dev 


| Bernie 


Frankie Rie 








were 


©, pres- 


ident of the MPTOA of eastern Mis- 


and southern Illinois. 


slippers w 


sour! 

bid $12,500 worth 
pair of black 

Dee. 


feet. 


ing 


Wehrenberg 


He also 
of bonds for a 
rn by Mss 


who left the stage in her stock- 


also paid 


$16,000 for a first edition book owned 


by Arnold. 
Acmission to 
via exhibiting a 
war had 
was a 
ing to St 
Dee sold 
Mount Vernon, Ill 
river, Ill., 


bond 


Louis, 


the 


$140,000 worth of 
.. $100,000 
and $175,000 at Alton, D1. 


bond rally was 


receipt showing a 
been 


near-SRO mob. 


purchased. It 

Before com- 
Arno'd -»d Miss 
bonds at 


at Wood- 


Canton’s $58,775 
Canton, O.. Sept. 8. 
Canton’s theatregoers bought $38,- 


779 in 


war bonds last Tuesday 


(1) 


Loew's led in pledges with $29 ‘75. 
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Maurie Sweidilew 
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Boyd & Smith 
iris Wayne 
Jeanettes 
Joe & Lou 
Gleria French 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafferd, Pa.) 
Gene Eyman Ore 
Rendezvous 


Haywood & Allen 
Connie Howell 3 
Ritz Cariton 
Howard Larin Ore 
Reman (rille 
Wade & Wade 
(leo Barr 
Lieyvad Mann 
Fragk Tenti 
(loria Dale 
ine Orch 
River Drive Ter 
Dick Wharton Ore 
Sam's Cafe 
Jack Lamont 
Mark Baker 
Sunny Craser 
Jean Ware 
Landis 
Mary Seville 
Kings of Rhythm 
Mike Ray Ore 
Sclolla’s 
hardeon 
lorraine Chevalier 
Raps & Taps 
Bob Karl 
Gertie Ts Ore 
Inn 


ylor 
Silver Lake 
lia Marita 
tol Reed 
Alice I Wweey 
iontez & Adele 


fieo 


Bills Next Week 
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Sun Ray Gardens 
Ted Hi ale 
R osal vine 
tying ferrys 
ha, Me & Da 
Agnes Willis 
Gwen Diedvick 
Swingsters 
Grace Lynn 
Rosalie Juvanelli 
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Jack High 
Pegey Martin 
Joyettes 
Tony Bennett Ore 
Swan Club 


Lenora Tipton 

Penny Sis 
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= 4 Hit Parade Songs by 
a | Cordon and Warren 
including the sensa- 
iw, tional *‘I’ve Got a Gal 
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GLENN 
gO ccnd MILLER 


AND HIS BAND 









LYNN BARI CAROLE LANDIS 


® VIRGINIA GILMORE + MARY BETH HUGHES 
x NICHOLAS BROTHERS » TAMARA GEVA 
\ Directed by Archie Mayo 
x Produced by William LeBaron 
\ Screen Play by Karl Tunberg and Darrell Ware - Original 
\ Stcity by James Prindle * Dances Staged by Nick Castle 
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